News clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/
Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci


EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Will to Intervene Project / Projet sur la volonté d'intervenir 
· The New Africa: Redrawing the Blueprint for the Canada-Africa Partnership Conference 
· UN's International Day of Peace
· Pacifique Manirakiza, professeur Justice et crimes contre l’humanité Y a-t-il une justice face aux crimes de guerre?
· Hear Us – Women Affected by Political Violence in Zimbabwe Speak Out 

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan
· Deadly ethnic clashes in southern Sudan spark deep concern from Ban
· Ban préoccupé par des affrontements meurtriers au Sud-Soudan
· Fresh round of UN-backed Darfur peace talks to start next month
· Darfour: le moment est propice pour la négociation (ancien chef MINUAD)

· Security Forces Struggle as LRA Attacks Escalate 


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· UN reports point to possible war crimes in eastern DR Congo
· La MONUC honore la mémoire des Casques Bleus morts pour la paix
· In Brief: DRC’s North Kivu Province becoming riskier for aid workers 
· In DRC, Journalists Receive Death Threats
· Droits de l’homme: La MONUC présente deux rapports sur les événements de Kiwanja et Kanyabayonga
· An effective way to help women in Congo 


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Hamas leader denies Nazi genocide of Jews 
· UN judge refuses to delay trial GENOCIDEBan exprime le soutien continu de l'ONU à la CPI
· UNICEF protests expulsion of spokesman from Sri Lanka, rejects allegations of bias 
· Sri Lanka, stop !
· Sri Lanka resettles nearly 10,000 war refugees stranded in internment camps for months
· Pope observes WWII anniversary with condemnation of holocaust 
· Somalie La grande déception 
· Disabled vets killed in attack in Somalia 
· Les blessures rwandaises devant la justice française 
· Ending Afghanistan's ethnic divisions won't be achieved with guns alone 
· Prosecutor collecting information on possible war crimes by NATO, Taliban in Afghanistan 






EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


Will to Intervene Project / Projet sur la volonté d'intervenir 

DATE:2009.10.01
TIME/HEURE: 8:30-10:00
LOCATION/LIEU: 505, Victoria Building, 140 Wellington St. / pièce 505 de l’édifice Victoria, 140, rue Wellington, Ottawa
INFORMATION: whittk@sen.parl.gc.ca  

The Will to Intervene (W2I) Project, a groundbreaking Canadian research initiative which focuses on new arguments for preventing genocide, crimes against humanity, serious war crimes, and ethnic cleansing, and, in the worst case, intervening in situations where these mass atrocities are on-going. The Will to Intervene Project report charts a new understanding of the threats mass atrocities pose to the security and economic prosperity of Canada and argues that the prevention of mass atrocities should be prioritized as a vital national interest by the Government of Canada.

The W2I Project is co-directed by Dr. Frank Chalk, Director and co-founder of the Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies (MIGS) and Romeo Dallaire, Senator and former Force Commander of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda. 

The fundamental goal the W2I report, entitled Mobilizing the Will to Intervene: Leadership and Action to Prevent Mass Atrocities, is to identify strategic and practical steps to raise the capacity of government officials, legislators, civil servants, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), advocacy groups, journalists, and media owners and managers to build the political will to prevent mass atrocities. The report provides practical policy recommendations to make this goal a reality. 

The report draws on interviews with more than 80 foreign policy practitioners and opinion shapers in Canada and the United States. Many of the interviewees participated directly in Canadian and American government decision making during the 1994 Rwandan Genocide and the 1999 Kosovo crisis, which exemplify a failure to act and a strong will to act. The W2I Project’s researchers also wanted to understand what civil society groups and the news media could have done to ramp up the pressure on Prime Minister Chrétien and President Clinton to save lives in Rwanda. They wanted to learn if civil society played a role in the decisions of Canada and the United States to preserve lives in Kosovo and what considerations propelled the decision to intervene. They designed their questions with an eye to the future, hunting for “lessons learned,” informed not only by their interviews, but also by scholarly studies of Canadian and U.S. Government policies.

The report will be made public in Canada on 22 September, 2009. The Canadian parliamentary launch on 1 October will feature a distinguished panel of experts who will discuss W2I’s policy recommendations for the benefit of parliamentarians. Information on the guest speakers will be available shortly. Please visit MIGS webpage for more information: http://migs.concordia.ca/W2IInfo.html 

--

Le projet novateur sur la volonté d’intervenir (W2I) est une initiative canadienne de recherche qui soulève de nouveaux arguments pour la prévention du génocide, des crimes contre l’humanité, du nettoyage ethnique et des crimes de guerre, et, au pire, l’intervention dans des contextes où de telles atrocités se déroulent. Le rapport W2I permet de mieux saisir la menace que représentent les atrocités de masse pour la sécurité et la prospérité économique du Canada et il fait valoir que le gouvernement du Canada devrait faire de la prévention des atrocités de masse une de ses priorités nationales en raison de son importance cruciale.

Le projet W2I est codirigé par M. Frank Chalk, directeur et cofondateur de l'Institut montréalais d'études sur le génocide et les droits de la personne, ainsi que par Roméo Dallaire, sénateur et ex–commandant de la Force de la mission d’assistance des Nations Unies au Rwanda. 

L'objectif fondamental du rapport W2I, intitulé Mobiliser la volonté d’intervenir : leadership et action pour la prévention des atrocités de masse, est de déterminer des mesures stratégiques et pratiques pour accroître la capacité des représentants du gouvernement, des législateurs, des fonctionnaires, des organisations non gouvernementales (ONG), des groupes d'intervention, des journalistes, des propriétaires de médias et des gestionnaires dans le but de renforcer la volonté politique de prévenir les massacres. Le rapport fournit des recommandations de politiques pratiques pour atteindre cet objectif. 

Le rapport s'inspire d'entrevues effectuées auprès de plus de 80 spécialistes de la politique étrangère et leaders d'opinion au Canada et aux États–Unis. Beaucoup des personnes interrogées ont participé directement au processus décisionnel des gouvernements canadien et américain lors du génocide rwandais de 1994 et de la crise au Kosovo de 1999, témoignant à la fois du défaut d'agir et de la ferme volonté d'agir. Les chercheurs du projet W2I voulaient également comprendre ce que les groupes de la société civile et les médias auraient pu faire pour accroître les pressions sur le premier ministre Jean Chrétien et le président Bill Clinton afin de sauver des vies au Rwanda. Ils désiraient savoir si la société civile avait joué un rôle dans les décisions du Canada et des États-Unis de sauver des vies au Kosovo et les facteurs qui ont incité ces pays à intervenir. Ils ont conçu leurs questions en mettant le cap sur l'avenir, c'est–à–dire en cherchant les « leçons apprises », lesquelles sont appuyées non seulement par leurs entrevues, mais également par des études savantes sur les politiques des gouvernements canadien et américain.

Le rapport sera rendu public au Canada le 22 septembre 2009. À l'occasion du lancement à l'échelle du Parlement canadien le 1er octobre, un groupe d'experts chevronnés discuteront des recommandations de politiques liées au projet W2I à l’intention des parlementaires. Les détails sur les conférenciers seront transmis prochainement. Entre-temps, consultez le site Web de l’Institut montréalais d’études sur le génocide et les droits de la personne : http://migs.concordia.ca/W2IInfo.html


The New Africa: Redrawing the Blueprint for the Canada-Africa Partnership Conference 

DATE:2009.10.02-03
TIME/HEURE: 11:45am
LOCATION/LIEU: Parliament Hill/Victoria Island 
INFORMATION: http://www.ccafrica.ca/2009/new_africa/new_africa.php or, en français à http://www.ccafrica.ca/2009/new_africa/nouvelle_afrique.php  

Honourable Lloyd Axworthy and Dr. Jean-Louis Roy, Co-Chairs
Organized by the Canadian Council on Africa (CCA)

The context: For many Canadians, including many in government, Africa is seen primarily as an aid and humanitarian challenge. While there is undoubtedly much to be done in these areas, Canadians need urgently to develop a much clearer understanding of the realities of a dynamic Africa, a continent of 53 countries where democratic institutions and economic development are accelerating. In many African countries significant, world-class infrastructures (and infrastructure opportunities) are emerging. China, India and Europe are rushing to create partnerships to participate in African development and to tap vast largely undeveloped African mineral, petroleum, power and human resources. These nascent trends in governance and the economy require more broadly-based partnership and engagement to ensure they continue in a manner which brings lasting benefits to Africans. Canadians need to know more about the considerable presence of Canadian companies, NGOs, educational institutions, Diaspora linkages, etc. in African countries and about the work they do which benefits both Canada and Africa.


UN's International Day of Peace
DATE:2009.09.21
TIME/HEURE: 11:45am
LOCATION/LIEU: Parliament Hill/Victoria Island 
INFORMATION: www.departmentofpeace.ca

The Initiative for the Deparment of Peace is organizing an event to meet at Parliament Hill/Victoria Island and read the UN International Declaration marking the Cease Fire of violent hostilities at home and abroad. 


Pacifique Manirakiza, professeur Justice et crimes contre l’humanité Y a-t-il une justice face aux crimes de guerre?

DATE:2009.09.17
TIME/HEURE: 19h30-21h00
LOCATION/LIEU: Salle de presse Vidéotron, Maison du Citoyen, 25, rue Laurier, Gatineau
INFORMATION: Plus d’infos sur l'événement, 10 $ pour les membres et les étudiants, 15 $ en pré-vente ou 20 $ à la porte. Stationnement intérieur gratuit (places limitées)

Le siècle dernier a été marqué par plusieurs tragédies humaines auxquelles la communauté internationale a assisté en toute impuissance. Ces atrocités monstrueuses ont fait des millions de victimes, essentiellement parmi les populations civiles. Face à cet héritage macabre, comment la communauté internationale a-t-elle réagi pour s’assurer que ces crimes odieux ne restent pas impunis et que justice soit faite aux victimes? C’est à cette question que le professeur Manirakiza tentera de répondre dans le cadre de cette conférence inaugurale organisée par la SGM. Fort de son expérience sur le terrain et comme chercheur universitaire, M. Manirakiza décortiquera le système mis en place pour réprimer les crimes de guerre et contre l’humanité. Il explorera au passage la contribution du Canada dans l’édification et la solidification du système de justice pénale internationale. Aussi, à la lumière de l’expérience des tribunaux Gacaca du Rwanda, le professeur analysera le rôle que les institutions populaires locales peuvent jouer dans le processus de justice post conflictuelle et de prévention de la récurrence de nouvelles atrocités dans les pays sinistrés. 


Hear Us – Women Affected by Political Violence in Zimbabwe Speak Out
DATE:2009.09.28
TIME/HEURE: 17:30-19:30
LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa / Université d’Ottawa, FTX 232 
Kudakwashe Chitsike, a Zimbabwean women's rights activist and author of “Putting It Right: Addressing Human Rights Violations Against Zimbabwean Women" will be screening the film "Hear Us - Women Affected By Political Violence in Zimbabwe Speak Out." 
FILM: Hear Us - Women Affected By Political Violence in Zimbabwe Speak Out
Discussion in English to follow
In 2008, political violence erupted throughout Zimbabwe as a result of highly contested national elections. Between May and July alone, local organizations estimate that state-sanctioned groups abducted, raped, tortured, and beat over 2,000 women and girls due to their political affiliations. Hear Us - Women Affected By Political Violence in Zimbabwe Speak Out - a video co-produced by Zimbabwean Research and Advocacy Unit (RAU) and WITNESS - features four of these women who have come forward to demand justice from the Zimbabwean government and the Southern African Development Community (SADC). 
****** 
Écoutez-nous et appuyez-nous : les femmes du Zimbabwe s’élèvent contre la violence sexuelle
Le 28 septembre, Kudawashe Chitsike, une activiste qui lutte pour les droits des femmes au Zimbabwe et auteure de  Putting It Right: Addressing Human Rights Violations Against Zimbabwean Women visionnera le film intitulé Hear Us - Women Affected By Political Violence in Zimbabwe Speak Out.
Film et discussion en anglais 
Heure et lieu: de 17h30 à 19h30, le lundi 28 septembre, FTX 232
En 2008, à l’issue d’élections nationales fortement contestées, des émeutes et une flambée de violence se sont répandues dans tout le Zimbabwe. Entre mai et juillet seulement, des groupes sanctionnés par l’État auraient, selon les estimations des organisations locales, enlevé, violé, torturé et battu plus de 2 000 femmes et filles en raison de leur allégeance politique. Le film vidéo Hear Us - Women Affected By Political Violence in Zimbabwe Speak Out, une coproduction  du Zimbabwean Research and Advocacy Unit (RAU) et WITNESS, met en vedette quatre de ces femmes qui cherchent à obtenir justice auprès du gouvernement du Zimbabwe et de la Communauté de développement de l'Afrique australe (SADC). 

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

Deadly ethnic clashes in southern Sudan spark deep concern from Ban
PUBLICATION: UN News Room
DATE: 2009.09.06

6 September 2009 – Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today expressed deep concern at the deadly series of attacks and counter-attacks by tribal militias in southern Sudan that have killed or displaced dozens of civilians. Media reports say at least 25 people have been killed in the latest wave of ethnic clashes, which began on Friday in Upper Nile state. In a statement issued by his spokesperson, Mr. Ban called on "all groups to find peaceful means of settling their differences. "He also calls on the Government of South Sudan to re-double its efforts to ensure the protection of civilians and to work with UNMIS [the UN Mission in Sudan] and the United Nations Country Team in strengthening security mechanisms, resolving the root causes of the tensions and addressing the humanitarian situation. "Abatement of violence and intertribal reconciliation in the south are vital to the forthcoming elections in 2010 and the subsequent referendum in 2011."

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31963&Cr=Southern


Ban préoccupé par des affrontements meurtriers au Sud-Soudan
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.09.02

7 septembre 2009 – Le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, a exprimé sa profonde inquiétude concernant la série d'attaques et de représailles meurtrières menées par des milices tribales au Sud-Soudan. Selon la presse, au moins 25 personnes ont été tuées lors de la dernière vague d'affrontements interethniques, qui a été débuté vendredi dans l'Etat du Haut-Nil. Dans une déclaration transmise par sa porte-parole dimanche, M. Ban appelle "tous les groupes à utiliser des moyens pacifiques pour résoudre leurs différends". "Il appelle aussi le gouvernement du Sud-Soudan à redoubler d'efforts pour garantir la protection des civils et travailler avec la Mission des Nations Unies au Soudan (UNMIS) et l'équipe des Nations Unies dans le pays pour renforcer les mécanismes de sécurité, trouver une réponse aux causes profondes des tensions et agir face à la situation humanitaire", ajoute la déclaration. "La réduction de la violence et la réconciliation intertribale sont vitales pour les prochaines élections en 2010 et le référendum en 2011", selon la porte-parole. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20012&Cr=Soudan&Cr1=civils


Fresh round of UN-backed Darfur peace talks to start next month
PUBLICATION: The Edmonton Sun
DATE: 2009.09.07

7 September 2009 – United Nations-backed mediation talks aimed at resolving the long-running conflict in Darfur between the Sudanese Government and the region's armed movements will resume late next month, it was announced today. The talks will not start until the last week of October, given the time needed for the many armed movements to complete discussions on their possible unification for the peace process, according to a communiqué issued by the joint African Union-UN peacekeeping force in Darfur (known as UNAMID). Today's communiqué follows consultations in Doha, between Djibril Bassolé, the AU-UN Joint Chief Mediator for Darfur, and Ahmed Bin Abdullah Al-Mahmoud, the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs in Qatar, which has been sponsoring the mediation efforts. Mr. Bassolé and Mr. Al-Mahmoud have invited the armed movements to take part in a capacity-building workshop in Doha in early October so they can discuss issues related to the peace process, including how to improve security for Darfur's inhabitants and how to boost socio-economic development in the region. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31964&Cr=Darfur&Cr1=


Darfour: le moment est propice pour la négociation (ancien chef MINUAD)
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.08.31

Le moment est propice pour lancer des négociations sur le Darfour incluant toutes les parties qui n'ont actuellement "pas les moyens pour relancer une guerre", a recommandé lundi Rodolphe Adada, l'ancien chef des Casques bleus dans cette province soudanaise. "La situation est telle que la voie de la guerre est bouchée", a déclaré dans une interview à l'AFP M. Adada, qui a dirigé pendant 26 mois la mission des Nations unies et de l'Union africaine au Darfour (MINUAD). "Il faut aller dans une négociation qui doit être holistique: c'est à dire qu'il faut prendre tous les aspects. Il n'y a aucune raison d'exclure tel ou tel groupe. Les (groupes) Arabes sont importants. Puisqu'ils sont partie du problème, ils doivent faire partie de la solution", a estimé M. Adada, de passage à Paris. Il est revenu sur ses propos tenus en avril devant le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU, critiqués par des diplomates et des groupes de pression, sur la "basse intensité" du conflit dans la province de l'ouest du Soudan. Parler de "basse intensité" s'entendait "d'un point de vue purement numérique", car "rien n'est résolu, les gens sont toujours dans les camps, les injustices n'ont pas été sanctionnées". Mais "aujourd'hui, il faut en profiter pour pousser les vrais dossiers", notamment politiques, et cesser de "ressasser les affaires de 2003/2004", a insisté l'ancien chef de la MINUAD.
 
http://www.lemonde.fr/web/depeches/0,14-0,39-40347099@7-60,0.html


	



Security Forces Struggle as LRA Attacks Escalate 
PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.09.14
Yambio — Attacks attributed to Ugandan-led rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) have killed at least 188 civilians and displaced 68,000 in Southern Sudan since January 2009, with 137 abductions also reported, according to the UN. "Many innocent people are losing their lives every week, and the United Nations is very concerned about the killing, abduction, maiming and displacement of innocent civilians," said Ameerah Haq, the UN humanitarian coordinator for Sudan. In Sudan, Western Equatoria State has been hardest hit by the recent upsurge in attacks blamed on the LRA, which have also taken place in several regions in neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the Central African Republic (CAR). "During the last six weeks alone, 11 incidents of LRA attacks have been reported, seven of them in the first week of September," Haq told reporters on 11 September during a visit to Yambio, the state capital of Western Equatoria.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200909141504.html



Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

UN reports point to possible war crimes in eastern DR Congo
PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.08.21

9 September 2009 – With two new United Nations reports detailing human rights abuses – including possible war crimes – carried out by both Government forces and rebels in the volatile far east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the world body’s top rights official today stressed the urgent need for reforming the country’s security and judicial systems. Fundamental improvements in these sectors “are of paramount importance if both the authorities and the international community are serious about bringing lasting peace to eastern DRC,” High Commissioner Navi Pillay said. The new publications are a joint effort of the UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC (MONUC) and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and cover the period in late 2008 when heavy fighting engulfed North and South Kivu provinces. One report focuses on the actions of Government troops, known by the acronym FARDC, some of whom took part in 12 arbitrary killings, as well as looting and sexual violence, of the very people they were supposed to protect in the North Kivu provincial capital, Goma, and surrounding areas as they fled advancing forces from the mainly Tutsi rebel group known as the National Congress for People’s Defence (CNDP). 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31991&Cr=monuc&Cr1=


La MONUC honore la mémoire des Casques Bleus morts pour la paix
PUBLICATION: MONUC
DATE: 2009.09.14
Kinshasa, 14 septembre 2009- La MONUC a honoré la semaine dernière la mémoire de deux Casques Bleus tombés pour la cause de la paix. Ce fut le 5ème mémorial de cette année pour honorer Leonard Avaligbe du Bénin, décédé le 17 août. Il y a deux semaines, une autre ceremonie honorait la mémoire de Mame Boubou Ndoye du Sénégal, décédé le 24 juillet dèrnier. Les premiers Casques Bleus déployés en RDC sont arrivés le 3 septembre 1999. C’était des officiers de liaison et des observateurs militaires. Le premier contingent est arrivé le 29 mars 2001. Jusqu'à nos jours, 105 Casques Bleus ont payé de leur vie leur compromis avec la paix, dont 10 observateurs militaires. Ces derniers sont particulièrement vulnérables car ils ne portent pas d’armes et souvent sont déployés dans des zones de difficile accès. Parmi les Casques Bleus morts dans des circonstances tragiques il y a les deux observateurs militaires assassinés sauvagement en Ituri en Mai 2003, les 9 bangladeshi tués dans une embuscade a Kafe, dans le district de l’Ituri le 25 février 2005 et les 8 Casques Bleus de Guatemala tués dans le parc de la Garamba en Janvier 2006. 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1069&ctl=Details&mid=1143&ItemID=5653


In Brief: DRC’s North Kivu Province becoming riskier for aid workers 
PUBLICATION: IRIN News
DATE: 2009.09.14

NAIROBI, 14 September 2009 (IRIN) - Security incidents against humanitarian workers in North Kivu Province of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) have increased by 26 percent since January compared to the same period last year, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Goma city recorded a 44 percent increase compared with the same period in 2008. There was also an increase in the level of personal violence, OCHA said in a report on security incidents against humanitarian workers in the province.NGOs were the primary target in rural areas, while UN agencies were less likely to be targeted due to their continued use of MONUC (UN military mission) military escorts when accessing insecure areas. In Goma, UN staff appear to be as vulnerable as NGO staff, the report said. On access, the report said UN agencies had easy access to only 0.9 percent of the 5,300km of roads in North Kivu; over 900,000 displaced people were in areas where military escorts were required. 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=86139


In DRC, Journalists Receive Death Threats
PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.09.11
Authorities in the Democratic Republic of Congo must aggressively investigate threats made against three radio reporters in the eastern city of Bukavu in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Committee to Protect Journalists said today. Delphie Namuto and Caddy Adzuba of U.N.-sponsored broadcasting network Radio Okapi and Jolly Kamuntu of local station Radio Maendeleo were named in an anonymous text message sent on Tuesday to Namuto: “You have a bad habit of interfering in what does not concern you to show that you are untouchable. Now, some of you will die so that you shut up We’ve just been authorized to start with Kadi, then Kamuntu, then Namuto: a bullet to the head.” The threats come against a backdrop of increasing violence and intimidation—just two weeks after the murder of journalist Bruno Koko Chirambiza, the second radio reporter killed in this volatile city in 27 months, according to CPJ research. Adzuba said she has received four menacing calls. She said she believed the caller has been tracking her movements using a masked number. On Thursday, she picked up a call from a local number. The caller said nothing, but held up the phone so she could hear the live radio broadcast of her station, she said. The threats have not been linked to any specific news item, according to Jacqueline Chenard, bureau chief of Radio Okapi in Bukavu.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200909111033.html 

Droits de l’homme: La MONUC présente deux rapports sur les événements de Kiwanja et Kanyabayonga
PUBLICATION: MONUC
DATE: 2009.09.09
Kinshasa, 9 septembre 2009 - Le Bureau du Haut Commissaire des Nations Unies sur les Droits de l’Homme (OHCHR) a publié aujourd’hui à Genève, deux rapports d’enquête sur des incidents séparés: le massacre perpétré à Kiwanja le 5 novembre 2008 par les Forces du Congrès National pour la Défense du Peuple (CNDP) et les violations des droits de l’homme commises par des éléments des Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo (FARDC) à Goma et Kanyabayonga en octobre et novembre 2008. Les rapports sont le résultat d’enquêtes menées par le Bureau Conjoint des Nations Unies pour les Droits de l’Homme en République Démocratique du Congo (BCNUDH). 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1069&ctl=Details&mid=1143&ItemID=5580

An effective way to help women in Congo
PUBLICATION: The Toronto Star
DATE: 2009.09.07

The rape and mutilation faced by Congolese women is inextricably linked to the plundering of the land and the mad scramble for resources that are key to the functioning of modern Western society. Besides being the storehouse of strategic minerals, Congo possesses 64 per cent of the world's reserve of coltan, a key mineral found in our cellphones and other electronic devices. With a war, such minerals are easily, illegally and cheaply accessed by Canadian, U.S., British and Australian mining companies, which fuels the conflict directly and indirectly via their proxies and allies, Rwanda and Uganda, who control Congo's eastern region. The $17 million pledged by the U.S. is not the remedy as a big portion of that money will not be directed to local grassroots Congolese institutions and clinics. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090907/tost/0909071E.htm


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


Hamas leader denies Nazi genocide of Jews 
PUBLICATION: The North Bay Nugget
DATE: 2009.09.01
Hamas spiritual leader yesterday called teaching Palestinian children about the Nazi murder of 6 million Jews a war crime," rejecting a suggestion that the UN might include the Holocaust in Gaza's school curriculum. A senior Israeli official called the Hamas statements obscene" and said such statements should make the West think twice about ending its boycott of Hamas. Israeli officials said the statements place Hamas in a pariah club of Holocaust deniers that includes Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Hamas spiritual leader Younis al-Astal lashed out after hearing that the UN Relief and Works Agency, the main UN body aiding Palestinian refugees, planned to introduce lessons about the Holocaust to Gaza students. KEYWORDS=WORLD 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090901/cpw/0909010R.htm

UN judge refuses to delay trial GENOCIDE
PUBLICATION: The London Free Press
DATE: 2009.09.09
UN judge yesterday rejected a plea from former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic for more time to prepare his defence and ordered his long-awaited war crimes trial to begin next month. Karadzic, who led the Bosnian Serbs through a brutal three-year ethnic war in the early 1990s, had asked for another 10 months to sort through the "millions" of documents and hundreds of witnesses prepared by the prosecution. But Judge O-Gon Kwon refused, and set a trial date for Oct. 19. Another pretrial hearing will be held Oct. 6 to clear away final issues and confirm the date, he said. Kwon said he expected the case to last 2 1/2 years or at most three years. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090909/lp/0909090L.htm


Ban exprime le soutien continu de l'ONU à la CPI
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.09.10

10 septembre 2009 – Le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, a exprimé jeudi le soutien continu des Nations Unies au travail de la Cour pénale internationale (CPI), qui est devenue selon lui la « pièce centrale » du système de justice criminelle mondial depuis sa naissance il y a seulement sept ans. « La création de la Cour pénale internationale a été un moment historique dans les efforts de la communauté internationale pour faire respecter le droit humanitaire international et pour faire avancer la cause de la justice et de l'état de droit à une échelle universelle », a déclaré M. Ban dans un message à la Conférence consultative sur la justice criminelle internationale. La Cour pénale internationale est une juridiction permanente qui mène des enquêtes et engage des poursuites à l'encontre de personnes accusées des crimes les plus graves ayant une portée internationale, à savoir le génocide, les crimes contre l'humanité et les crimes de guerre. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20038&Cr=CPI&Cr1=justice


UNICEF protests expulsion of spokesman from Sri Lanka, rejects allegations of bias
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.09.08

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka _ The United Nations children's agency expressed concern Tuesday about Sri Lanka's decision to expel its spokesman and rejected allegations that it was biased against the government during the recently ended 25-year civil war. The government announced Sunday it had revoked the residency visa of UNICEF spokesman James Elder. ``UNICEF is extremely concerned and disappointed with the Sri Lankan government's decision,'' executive director Ann Veneman said in a statement. Immigration Commissioner P.B. Abeykoon gave no reason for the decision, but said Elder must leave the country by Sept. 21. Local media say authorities were angered by Elder's remarks on the plight of children caught up in the government offensive against the Tamil Tiger rebels. The government routed the rebels in May. As fighting peaked earlier this year, the U.N. and other human rights groups said thousands of civilians, many of them children, were being killed. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090909/cpw/090909FX.htm


Sri Lanka, stop !
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.09.11
Après avoir gagné la guerre, le régime sri-lankais est en train de perdre la paix. Fort d'une victoire historique, quoique sanglante, contre la détestable rébellion des Tigres de libération de l'Eelam tamoul (LTTE), le président Mahinda Rajapaksa aurait pu se montrer magnanime, tendre la main à la minorité tamoule et ouvrir la voie à la réconciliation nationale. Mais il a choisi un tout autre chemin : celui de la domination. Plus de trois mois après la fin de la guerre, quelque 280 000 réfugiés tamouls vivent toujours prisonniers derrière des barbelés, dans des camps surpeuplés et insalubres. Officiellement, il s'agit de faire le tri entre civils et combattants ou de " protéger " ces réfugiés des mines posées par les " Tigres " autour de leurs villages. Ces excuses sont fantaisistes. Le gouvernement cherche à contrôler cette population et à réduire au silence les réfugiés qui ont été témoins de l'horreur des dernières semaines du conflit. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090911/lm/09091106.htm


Sri Lanka resettles nearly 10,000 war refugees stranded in internment camps for months
PUBLICATION: The Thunder Bay Chronicle-Journal
DATE: 2009.09.12
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka - A government spokesman says Sri Lanka has sent nearly 10,000 war refugees back to their homes from government-run camps. Spokesman Senaka Ubesinghe says 9,920 displaced civilians have been taken home by bus to their villages in eastern and northern Sri Lanka on Friday. The displaced are ethnic minority Tamil civilians who fled fighting during the final phase of a military offensive that ended the island's decades-old civil war in May. Since then nearly 300,000 people have been detained in military-run camps in the north. Authorities have so far resettled about 19,000 displaced people and the government has come under growing international pressure to release the rest. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090912/td/0909121U.htm 


Pope observes WWII anniversary with condemnation of holocaust 
PUBLICATION: Edmonton Journal
DATE: 2009.09.07
Commemorating the 70th anniversary of the start of the Second World War, Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday recalled the "tragedy of the Holocaust" and the deaths of "tens of millions" in the conflict. Speaking at an outdoor mass on Sunday in Viterbo, north of Rome, Benedict said: "We cannot forget the major events that took place during one of the most terrible conflicts in history, that left tens of millions dead and provoked so much suffering for our beloved Polish people," he said. "It was conflict that saw the tragedy of the Holocaust and the extermination of so many other innocents." Just days after Poland held ceremonies marking the German invasion across its border that started the war, Benedict singled out the war's Polish victims, but he did not specifically mention the Jewish victims other than to broadly refer to the Holocaust. Benedict, an 83-year-old German, witnessed the Second World War firsthand, describing himself as an unwilling enlistee in the Hitler Youth and later the army. 

 http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090907/edjn/0909071I.htm


Somalie La grande déception 
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.09.09
OUSSAMA BEN LADEN s'est efforcé de le rappeler dans un message audio diffusé en mars : la Somalie peut se compter au nombre des tranchées homologuées de sa guerre. Dans ce dernier message, il encourageait les " champions de Somalie " à la lutte, plus précisément à renverser par les armes l'actuel président des autorités de transition. Ce dernier, Cheikh Chariff Cheikh Ahmed, est issu du mouvement islamiste somalien, ce qui fait déjà la preuve d'un des problèmes de fond d'Al-Qaida dans le pays de la Corne de l'Afrique qui promettait, il y a dix ans, de devenir l'un de ses bastions en Afrique. L'histoire de Ben Laden avec ce pays où l'Etat s'est effondré en 1991 est ancienne. Le leader d'Al-Qaida y aurait envoyé des hommes dès 1993, alors que les Etats-Unis y menaient une opération militaro-humanitaire promise à l'échec, et tandis qu'il était installé au Soudan. 
 http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090909/lm/0909093C.htm

Disabled vets killed in attack in Somalia 
PUBLICATION: The Calgary Sun
DATE: 2009.09.13
Shells fired towards Mogadishu's port killed at least nine disabled people and wounded 19 Friday night in the latest in a string of mortar attacks by insurgents, witnesses said yesterday. Residents said the mortars shells missed their target and landed on Martini, a former hospital that houses members of Somali forces disabled during a war with Ethiopia in 1977. The Martini war veterans building lies between the presidential palace and Mogadishu's port, in the small part of Somalia's capital controlled by the government and African Union peacekeeping troops. "Mortar shells killed nine disabled persons and seriously injured 19 others," said Yasin Ali Sheikh, vice-chairman of Elman peace and human rights group. "Transportation of the victims was delayed: Gunmen killed two ambulance service drivers. We urge the government and opposition to allow an investigation by independent military experts so that those behind the attack can be taken to court." More than 18,000 Somalis have died since the start of 2007. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090913/cg/09091324.htm


Les blessures rwandaises devant la justice française 
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.09.12
Quinze ans après, le génocide des Tutsis du Rwanda demeure l'objet de violentes controverses entretenues par des blessures toujours à vif et des arrière-pensées politiques multiples. L'audience opposant l'écrivain Pierre Péan à SOS-racisme devant la cour d'appel de Paris, mercredi 9 et jeudi 10 septembre, en a apporté un nouveau témoignage. SOS-racisme poursuit M. Péan, et son éditeur Claude Durand, pour des passages de son livre Noires fureurs, Blancs menteurs (Fayard, 2005) qui relèvent selon l'association de la diffamation raciale et de l'incitation à la haine. On peut lire dans cet ouvrage que " la culture du mensonge et de la dissimulation domine toutes les autres chez les Tutsis " et que " cette race " est " l'une des plus menteuses qui soit sous le soleil ". L'écrivain reprend à son compte ces citations d'auteurs d'inspiration notamment coloniale à l'appui de la thèse centrale de son livre : les rebelles tutsis dirigés par Paul Kagamé (l'actuel président rwandais) ont déclenché le génocide de leur propre peuple en abattant l'avion du président hutu, Juvénal Habyarimana, le 6 avril 1994, tout en faisant croire que leurs ennemis, les extrémistes hutus, en étaient les auteurs. En arrivant à la même conclusion, le juge Jean-Louis Bruguière avait provoqué, fin 2006, la rupture des relations diplomatiques entre la France et le Rwanda. Pierre Péan, lui, suggère que cette " manipulation " procède de la " culture du mensonge " ancrée dans la tradition des Tutsis. En novembre 2008, le tribunal de grande instance de Paris a, contre l'avis du parquet, refusé de considérer les écrits de M. Péan comme diffamatoires ou incitant à la haine raciale. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/WebData/Clips/2009/09/090912/f00029.htm

Ending Afghanistan's ethnic divisions won't be achieved with guns alone 
PUBLICATION: The Leader-Post (Regina)
DATE: 2009.09.14
So, what is happening in Afghanistan? Almost weekly, we hear about soldiers killed in Afghanistan -- and we also hear of slight progress here and there. Is there development? Is it just a power juggle between NATO and the Taliban? It's been a good eight years that U.S. troops have been in Afghanistan. Some see Afghanistan as a failed state now. Have we realized that maybe a "war" with unlimited guns is not the proper approach to Afghanistan? What is needed right now is to define the mission in Afghanistan. Is it revenge, a complete takedown of the Taliban with Afghanistan playing the role of the setting? Or is it a redevelopment of Afghanistan as a country? I don't think it can be both. What many fail to realize is that the progress of a country is dependent on the progress of the ideals of each individual person. This is almost laughably relevant to Afghanistan. You can bring in as many troops as possible and you can kill as many Taliban as possible, but it is not until you work with the people of Afghanistan and educate the people of Afghanistan about equality and freedom that the mission in Afghanistan will be of use. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090914/relp/0909140Y.htm


Prosecutor collecting information on possible war crimes by NATO, Taliban in Afghanistan 
PUBLICATION: Cape Breton Post
DATE: 2009.09.10
The prosecutor for the International Criminal Court said Wednesday he is collecting information on possible war crimes by NATO forces and the Taliban in Afghanistan. Luis Moreno Ocampo said he is also conducting preliminary inquiries on possible war crimes in Georgia, Colombia, Kenya, Ivory Coast, and by Israeli forces in Gaza. Ocampo told a briefing on the emerging international criminal justice system that he plans to open four new investigations in the next three years, but he refused to disclose any details. The International Criminal Court, which began operating in 2002, is the world's first permanent war crimes tribunal. Afghanistan is one of the 110 countries that have ratified the Rome treaty which created the tribunal and are therefore legally bound by its provisions. Under the treaty, the court can step in only when countries are unwilling or unable to dispense justice themselves for genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes. Ocampo said it has been "very difficult" to collect precise information about some of the alleged crimes, but his office has benefited from reports produced by non-governmental organizations who "arrived before us and provided information to us." 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/WebData/Clips/2009/09/090910/f05487.htm


