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Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci

~Team APPG / Équipe GPM
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EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


Will to Intervene

DATE:2009.10.01
TIME/HEURE: 9:00-12:00
LOCATION/LIEU: tba
INFORMATION: http://migs.concordia.ca/W2IInfo.html

W2I is a crucial initiative that focuses on the prevention of genocide and other crimes against humanity. After the terrible events that took place in Rwanda and Kosovo, genocide experts seek to understand how to pressure political leaders to stop crimes against humanity before they escalate into genocide.The goal of W2I is to understand how to operationalize the principles of the Canadian-sponsored Report of the International Commission on Intervention and States Sovereignty on the Responsibility to Protect. Research will focus on how to better mobilize domestic political will in Canada and the United States. Furthermore, practical tools will be designed for nongovernmental agencies, the media, interested groups, and the general public so they can effectively pressure governments to take action to prevent future genocides and other crimes against humanity.


2009 Genocide Education Institute: Global Citizenship Through Genocide Education
DATE:2009.07.27
TIME/HEURE: all day
LOCATION/LIEU: University of Toronto
INFORMATION: inquiries@genocideeducation.ca

Join the Canadian Centre for Genocide Education for the 2009 Genocide Education Institute in Toronto, Ontario. During the five-day Institute, teachers learn not only with each other, but with some of Canada's most renowned scholars of genocide and with long-time educators of genocide. And, teachers will also have the opportunity to meet survivors of genocide.  The Institute is designed to encourage teachers to teach the lessons of genocide and to help prepare them to effectively and appropriately communicate these lessons in the classroom.

http://sdcanada.org/en/events.html?c=Toronto&l=en#anc140



REPORTS - RAPPORTS

Soldiers Who Rape, Commanders Who Condone  
PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2009.07.16
FULL REPORT: http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/07/16/soldiers-who-rape-commanders-who-condone-0

This 56-page report documents persistent sexual violence by the army, and the limited impact of government and donor efforts to address the problem. The report looks closely at the conduct of the army's 14th brigade as an example of the wider problem of sexual violence by soldiers. The brigade has been implicated in many acts of sexual violence in North and South Kivu provinces, often in the context of massive looting and other attacks on civilians. Despite ample information about the situation, military, political, and judicial authorities have failed to take decisive action to prevent rape.


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

	



	Chad, Sudan tensions escalating, envoy says



PUBLICATION: The Kingston Whig-Standard
DATE: 2009.07.29
A senior UN envoy called yesterday for efforts to reduce tensions between Chad and Sudan and to tackle increasing insecurity in the neighbouring Central African Republic in order to stabilize the volatile African region. Eastern Chad and northeastern Central African Republic have been seriously affected by fighting across the border in Sudan's Darfur region, and UN special representative Victor Angelo told the Security Council that the security situation has worsened in recent months. An attack by Chadian opposition fighters based in Sudan who crossed the border on May 4 and were repelled by the Chadian army led to "a very serious deterioration" of relations between the two countries, he said. Despite statements by both governments in late May supporting efforts by Qatar to end the strains, "new tensions erupted recently." 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090729/XG/0907291A.htm


La Mission ONU/Union africaine au Darfour prorogée pour un an
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.07.22

30 juillet 2009 – Préoccupé par l'insécurité persistante et la détérioration de la situation humanitaire au Darfour (Soudan), le Conseil de sécurité a décidé jeudi de proroger le mandat de l'Opération hybride UA-ONU (MINUAD) dans cette région de l'ouest du Soudan, pour une nouvelle période de 12 mois qui prendra fin le 31 juillet 2010. Le Conseil affirme que la MINUAD doit faire tout ce que lui permettent son mandat et ses capacités pour protéger les civils au Darfour, garantir un accès rapide et sans entrave aux organismes humanitaires et assurer la sûreté et la sécurité du personnel humanitaire et la protection des convois humanitaires. Le Conseil demande aux États Membres de l'ONU de s'engager à apporter les moyens restant à fournir à la MINUAD, – hélicoptères, reconnaissance aérienne, transports terrestres, unités médicale et logistique et autres. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19743&Cr=Darfour&Cr1=MINUAD


US envoy says US sanctions hurt rebuilding effort in Sudan 
PUBLICATION: The Thunder Bay Chronicle-Journal
DATE: 2009.07.31
WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama's special envoy to Sudan said Thursday that there is no evidence to back up the U.S. designation of Sudan as a state sponsor of terrorism. Scott Gration told lawmakers at a Senate hearing that the U.S. sanctions linked to that designation hinder his and others' work to rebuild the war-torn African country's infrastructure and to help people suffering in camps. "It's a political decision," Gration said of the terror designation. Gration's comments underscored an ongoing debate in the Obama administration about how to deal with the government in Khartoum on Darfur, where up to 300,000 people have been killed and 2.7 million displaced, and how to keep a separate conflict between the country's north and south from re-igniting. Gration recently irked U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice when he said the situation in Darfur was no longer a "genocide" but reflected the "remnants of genocide." He did not back away from those comments Thursday. "There's significant difference between what happened in 2004 and 2003, which we characterized as a genocide, and what is happening today." The level of violence in Darfur, Gration said, is not co-ordinated and is not as bad as in some other areas of the country, though he added that it "must end." He called the disagreement with Rice an "honest debate" over a "definitional issue." 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090731/td/09073120.htm


SOUDAN: Les efforts de déminage se poursuivent à Malakal 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.07.29

MALAKAL, 29 juillet 2009 (IRIN) - Des centaines de mines ont été détruites à Malakal, la capitale de l’Etat du Nil supérieur, dans le sud du Soudan, mais plus de la moitié des champs de mines de la ville doivent encore être nettoyés, d’après une source officielle. 
« La ville est sur le champ de mines », a expliqué Doep du Plessis, du Bureau de la lutte antimines des Nations Unies, le UN Mine Action Office (UNMAO), à Malakal. « Nous trouvons des mines à l’intérieur des maisons… beaucoup de gens ne se rendent pas compte qu’ils ont une mine sous leurs pieds ». Deux équipes de déminage travaillent dans la ville et espèrent avoir terminé leur mission d’ici juin 2010. Environ 1,3 million de mètres carrés de terrain miné ont été nettoyés, mais il en reste encore 1,5 million à déminer. Une équipe cambodgienne est arrivée récemment pour accélérer les opérations. « On traite en priorité Malakal, en particulier le champ de mines de Malakal », a dit M. Du Plessis à IRIN. A ce jour, au moins 526 mines antipersonnel de 44 types différents ont été détruites dans la ville. Le travail est compliqué par le fait que les mines sont en plastique, ce qui les rend plus difficiles à détecter. 

 http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=85490 


Sudan: U.S. Officials Disagree Over Strategy 
PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.07.31
Washington, DC — With the need for a comprehensive approach toward Sudan growing more urgent every day, U.S. policy remains a topic of disagreement amongst top Washington officials and even within the Barack Obama administration itself.Testifying at a Thursday Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing, U.S. Special Envoy to Sudan Michael Gration stated that the Obama administration will unveil a new comprehensive policy stance toward Sudan in the coming weeks. We anticipate that in the next three weeks, that we'll be able to have a rollout of this strategy. I think you'll see from this strategy that it is very comprehensive," said Gration, adding that the strategy "includes incentives and pressures".Gration listed the U.S. goals in Sudan as including ending conflict between the north and south, ending human rights abuses, creating a functioning and stable Sudanese government, and seeking cooperation with the Sudanese government to counter terrorism.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200907310790.html

Rwandan general to head joint UN-African Union peacekeeping force in Darfur 
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.07.27
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on Monday announced the appointment of Rwandan Lt. Gen. Patrick Nyamvumba to head the joint United Nations-African Union peacekeeping force in Darfur starting Sept. 1. Nyamvumba, currently chief of logistics of the Rwanda Defence Forces, will succeed Gen. Martin Luther Agwai of Nigeria who has served as force commander since the joint peacekeeping mission was established in 2007 to try to help end the war that began in 2003 when rebel groups in Darfur took up arms against the government, complaining of discrimination and neglect. U.N. officials say up to 300,000 people have died and 2.7 million have fled their homes, with many now living in camps. As of June 30, the total strength of the joint force known as UNAMID was 13,430 military personnel _ 68 per cent of the authorized strength of 19,555. In a report to the Security Council earlier this month, Ban said the lack of 18 medium utility helicopters along with key transport and aerial reconnaissance units and a hospital ``continues to be a source of serious concern.'' Ban said in a letter to the council expressing his intention to appoint Nyamvumba that the general ``brings to UNAMID extensive leadership and operational experience.'' He expressed his gratitude to Agwai for his ``exemplary service during his tenure'' with the force. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090728/cpw/0907282T.htm


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

Congo sends ambassador to Rwanda for first time in over a decade after diplomatic split 
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.07.24

KINSHASA, Congo _ Congo's foreign minister says the country will send its first ambassador to neighbouring Rwanda in more than a decade. Congolese Foreign Minister Alexis Tambwe says new ambassador Kilombo Nkulu will restore diplomatic relations broken in the aftermath of Rwanda's brutal 1994 genocide. Tambwe said Friday that the new posting will strengthen security in the beleaguered border region of eastern Congo. Congo cut off diplomatic relations with Rwanda over its support of a rebel movement whose mission was to hunt Rwandan Hutu fighters who sought refuge in eastern Congo after the genocide. The two countries normalized relations in 2007. In January, both armies teamed up to conduct a joint offensive in eastern Congo aimed at disarming the Rwandan Hutu fighters still in Congo. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090725/cpw/090725DJ.htm


	



	Des Casques bleus soupçonnés de sévices sexuels CONGO



PUBLICATION: Le Journal de Montréal
DATE: 2009.07.25
KINSHASA -- (AFP) La mission de l'ONU en République démocratique du Congo s'est déclarée "préoccupée" hier par des "rumeurs" sur de possibles cas d'exploitation et d'agressions sexuelles commis par des Casques bleus dans l'est du pays. Selon une source onusienne, des témoignages "imprécis" auraient été recueillis dans le Nord- Kivu concernant des abus commis entre 2005 et 2008 et d'autres "plus récents". "Tout indice qui serait mis en lumière fera l'objet d'une enquête formelle par la branche investigatrice de l'ONU qui opère en dehors de la chaîne de commandement de la mission", a assuré le général Gaye. Depuis son déploiement en RDC en 2001, la mission de l'ONU a été éclaboussée par plusieurs scandales impliquant ses personnels, civils et militaires, dans des af faires d'ag ressions sexuelles ou des trafics de minerais. Près de 17000 Casques bleus sont actuellement déployés en RDC, essentiellement dans l'est et le nord-est, théâtre d'affrontements fréquents entre groupes armés et de violences récurrentes contre les civils. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090725/JM/0907254W.htm


Congo: U.N. Agency Reports 536,000 Left Homeless 
PUBLICATION: The New York Times
DATE: 2009.07.25

The United Nations Refugee Agency said Friday that 536,000 people had been chased from their homes in eastern Congo this year as a result of clashes between government forces and Hutu rebels linked to Rwanda's 1994 genocide. The agency spokesman, Ron Redmond, said in Geneva that 35,000 others have been uprooted since July 12, when the government embarked on its latest military campaign. He said there were widespread reports of killing, rape and torture by the rebels. In all, 1.8 million people have been displaced by years of violence and instability in eastern Congo.

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090725/nytm/0907251O.htm


La MONUC enquête sur des abus sexuels impliquant des casques bleus 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.07.27

24 juillet 2009 – La Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC) a annoncé vendredi l'envoi dans l'est du pays d'une mission d'évaluation dans le cadre du renforcement des mesures préventives contre l'exploitation et les abus sexuels (EAS) impliquant des Casques bleus. Le Commandant de la Force de la MONUC, le Général Babacar Gaye, s'est déclaré préoccupé par la persistance des rumeurs de mauvaise conduite et a exprimé l'espoir que l'équipe d'évaluation permettra de les éclairer. «S'ils trouvent des indications de mauvaise conduite, nous les soumettrons à un processus d'enquête plus formel,» a-t-il assuré, selon un communiqué. L'équipe d'évaluation est dirigée par un officier supérieur de la Brigade du Nord Kivu qui est appuyé par une femme fonctionnaire au sein de l'Unité de Conduite et Discipline (UCD) de la MONUC, ainsi que par un officier de liaison militaire, représentant l'UCD à Goma et un officier indépendant désigné par le chef d'Etat Major adjoint à Goma. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19695&Cr=MONUC&Cr1=abus


DRC: Number of IDPs in South Kivu jumps by 600% 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.07.31

KINSHASA, 31 July 2009 (IRIN) - The number of people fleeing fighting and reprisal attacks by Rwandan Hutu Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda (FDLR) militia in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) South Kivu Province has increased by up to 600 percent in a few weeks, say humanitarian officials. "We counted 9,330 displaced people in Uvira [territory in South Kivu] by the end of June. By 24 July, 56,300 people had been displaced," said Jens Laerke, spokesman for the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), adding that even more internally displaced persons (IDPs) had been recorded in the past two weeks. "This is as a result of [army] operation Kimia II on the Nyamutiri-Lemera axis." The Congolese army and the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) are jointly conducting an operation, Kimia II, to oust the FDLR and boost civilian security. The FDLR, which comprises about 6,000 members, is blamed for increased insecurity in eastern DRC. Some of its members are alleged to have participated in the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Kimia II followed a similar operation in January, which involved the Rwandan army as well. 

 http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=85518



Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

SIERRA LEONE: Sexual violence defies new law 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.07.30

FREETOWN, 30 July 2009 (IRIN) - Sierra Leone in 2007 passed innovative laws aimed at reinforcing women’s rights and clamping down on sexual violence, but as the government and social services struggle to implement the laws crimes against women remain rampant, officials say. Up to 67 percent of urban Sierra Leonean women were victims of domestic violence in 2008, Fatu Kargbo, a director in the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWBCA) told IRIN. Isha Bangura, director of the police Family Support Unit (FSU) – which receives most domestic abuse reports – said the most common domestic complaint they receive is physical violence. “Most of the time women and girls are abused by people they know…[The perpetrators] are rarely strangers,” said Eunice Whenzle, who heads the Rainbo Centre, a counseling and treatment clinic for raped and battered women in the capital Freetown. “We also see cases of incest,” she said.  

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=85511


RWANDA-OUGANDA: Les réfugiés dans la crainte d'attaques « xénophobes » 
PUBLICATION: L'Acadie Nouvelle
DATE: 2009.07.21

KIGALI, 29 juillet 2009 (IRIN) - L’Ouganda a déployé des forces de sécurité dans les districts occidentaux de Masaka, Sembabule et Lyatonde après des attaques xénophobes contre des réfugiés rwandais destinées à les inciter à quitter le pays, selon des dirigeants locaux. D’après Haruna Numba, chef de la communauté rwandaise de la ville de Masaka, les réfugiés rwandais pastoralistes sont particulièrement vulnérables. 
« Nous vivons dans la peur, nos fermes ont été détruites, notre bétail, abattu et nos maisons, brûlées ; ils veulent nous forcer à quitter l’Ouganda », a dit M. Numba à IRIN. 
Selon des statistiques de la police, au moins 70 Rwandais auraient été poignardés ou saignés à mort depuis avril dans les districts de Masaka, Lyantonde et Rakai, où se sont installés la plupart des réfugiés rwandais après avoir fui le génocide de 1994. 
M. Numba a indiqué que les attaquants visaient les Rwandais, qu’ils accusent de demeurer illégalement sur le territoire ougandais. Ploy Namayi, porte-parole de la police ougandaise chargée de la région occidentale, a estimé que les attaques étaient le fait de « simples voyous » qui cherchaient à instiller la peur parmi les populations locales. 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=85488


NIGERIA: Innocents “indiscriminately shot and killed”, rights groups say 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.07.31

MAIDUGURI, 31 July 2009 (IRIN) - Security forces have killed innocent civilians and unarmed men in a crackdown on the radical religious group known as Boko Haram, which reportedly left several hundred people dead in Maiduguri, northeastern Nigeria, residents and human rights activists told IRIN. “It is unbelievable the way the security forces went about indiscriminately shooting and killing innocent residents of Maiduguri, and members of Boko Haram,” Shamaki Gad Peter, head of Jos-based League for Human Rights told IRIN. Peter said he has received reports from Maiduguri residents that they witnessed street vendors and passers-by killed in crossfire during fighting between security forces and Boko Haram in recent days, as well as disarmed Boko Haram members being shot dead. Peter said security forces have not made enough effort to identify the targets of their crackdown - Boko Haram supporters wear no uniform and do not carry identity cards. A reporter told IRIN that while standing outside police headquarters he witnessed three captured and disarmed members of the sect being shot at close range by security forces. 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=85537


Impunity No More 
PUBLICATION: The New York Times
DATE: 2009.07.20
THE HAGUE -- In 1998, more than 100 states adopted the Rome Statute to end impunity for those crimes that we had thought, over and over, would never happen again, only to see them occur, again and again: genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. The states accepted their shared duty to punish massive atrocities and created a new actor, a judicial actor, on the international scene: a permanent International Criminal Court, which would step in when national courts failed to act. An independent, permanent court with a global reach was the object of strong debate in Rome and, for some states, a motive to oppose the court. The drafters of the Rome Statute were not naive idealists. They were the ultimate realists. In their lifetimes, they had watched the Khmer Rouge kill millions, they had let Srebrenica happen and they had let Rwanda happen. They had failed the "never again" promises of their fathers. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090728/nytm/0907025Q.htm



Mourning protesters face tear gas in Iran 
PUBLICATION: The Calgary Sun
DATE: 2009.07.31
Baton-wielding Iranian police fired tear gas yesterday and arrested protesters mourning a woman killed in post-election violence who has become a symbol for the opposition to Tehran's hardline leaders. The renewed protests show the opposition refuses to be quelled or accept the June 12 hardline election victory despite a security crackdown, the arrest of hundreds of demonstrators and repeated calls from Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The clashes erupted after hundreds of supporters of opposition leader Mirhossein Mousavi gathered to mourn Neda Agha-Soltan, whose death on June 20 was captured on video and has been seen by hundreds of thousands on the Internet. At least 300 mourners were at a ceremony for the 26-year-old music student at Tehran's Behesht-e Zahra cemetery, greeting the opposition leader with chants of "Mousavi we support you" and clinging to his car as he arrived, a witness said. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090731/cg/09073107.htm


Hillary Clinton visitera 7 pays africains 
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.07.27

WASHINGTON (AP) -- La secrétaire d'Etat américaine Hillary Clinton doit se rendre en Afrique la semaine prochaine pour une tournée de sept pays, réaffirmant l'engagement des Etats-Unis sur le continent. Mme Clinton débutera son périple le 5 août au Kenya, a précisé lundi le département d'Etat. Elle participera à un forum sur le développement, dans le cadre de l'African Growth and Opportunity Act. Ce texte voté par l'administration Bush devait accroître le commerce entre l'Amérique et l'Afrique. La chef de la diplomatie américaine ira aussi à Nairobi pour y rencontrer cheikh Sharif Amed, qui préside le gouvernement de transition. La piraterie sera au programme, selon le ministère des affaires étrangères américain. Dernières étapes, l'Afrique du Sud, l'Angola, le Congo Kinshasa, le Nigeria, le Liberia et le Cap Vert. Les Etats-Unis veulent encourager un partenariat au niveau des gouvernements, des ONG, du secteur privé et des citoyens.
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090728/pcf/0907283E.htm


La 'responsabilité de protéger' entre concept et réalité 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.07.24

24 juillet 2009 – Le philosophe et linguiste américain, M. Noam Chomsky a donné jeudi une conférence de presse sur le concept « délicat », selon les mots du président de l'Assemblée générale, de la « responsabilité de protéger les populations du génocide, des crimes de guerre, du nettoyage ethnique et des crimes contre l'humanité ». Accompagné de Jean Bricmont, philosophe belge; de Gareth Evans, politicien australien et membre du Comité exécutif d'International Crisis Group; et de Ngugi wa Thiong'o, écrivain kenyan, Noam Chomsky venait de participer avec les trois autres au dialogue interactif informel que l'Assemblée générale a organisé sur le rapport du Secrétaire général relatif aux stratégies, aux normes, aux procédures, aux instruments et aux pratiques de l'ONU pour mettre en œuvre cette responsabilité, indique un communiqué. Le concept de responsabilité de protéger est « un changement fondamental » dans la notion de souveraineté nationale, s'est encore aujourd'hui félicité le Coprésident de la Commission internationale sur l'intervention et la souveraineté nationale de l'International Crisis Group qui n'a cessé de défendre ce concept qui a été consacré par les chefs d'État et de gouvernement en 2005, lors du Sommet mondial. Le Document final du Sommet stipule que « lorsqu'un État n'assure manifestement pas la protection de sa population contre les crimes retenus, la communauté internationale est prête à mener, en temps voulu, une action collective résolue par l'entremise du Conseil de sécurité, conformément à la Charte de l'ONU ». 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19692&Cr=protéger&Cr1=

 Sri Lanka at a post-war crossroads
PUBLICATION: Guelph Mercury
DATE: 2009.07.25
More than 2,000 years ago, a Sinhalese king named Dutugemunu saddled up his elephant and headed north to fight and kill Elara, an invading Tamil king from India. The battle between the men is one of the most celebrated moments in Sri Lankan history, and the last time, until two months ago, that a Sri Lankan ruler won such a decisive victory over a mortal threat. Perhaps it is no wonder, then, that fans of Mahinda Rajapaksa, the president of Sri Lanka, have taken to calling him a modern-day incarnation of King Dutugemunu. After all, he presided over the defeat of the Tamil Tigers, among the world's most enduring and vicious guerrilla separatists, hardened fighters who have humiliated four presidents over nearly three decades. Asked about this comparison earlier this month, Rajapaksa laughed it off, insisting that the legend was misunderstood as a triumph of one ethnicity over another. After his victory, the story goes, Dutugemunu made peace with the Tamils and honored the memory of Elara, who was beloved by his people. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090725/gumr/0907251N.htm

 Obama renews sanctions against Myanmar as US awaits verdict in activist's trial 
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.07.29

WASHINGTON _ President Barack Obama has renewed sanctions against the junta that runs the Southeast Asian country of Myanmar. Congress last week approved the reauthorization of sanctions, first enacted in 2003, targeting imports from Myanmar. The resolution also maintains a ban on importing jade and other gems from Myanmar, also known as Burma. Obama signed the bill into law Tuesday. U.S. lawmakers are pushing for the unconditional release of democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. The detained 64-year-old Nobel Peace Prize laureate is being tried on charges that she violated the terms of her house arrest by harbouring an uninvited American man, John William Yettaw, who swam to her lakeside home and stayed for two days. Suu Kyi faces a possible five years in prison. A verdict is expected Friday. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090730/cpw/0907305L.htm

