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Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci

~Team APPG / Équipe GPM
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Sudan / Soudan


Canada not buying claims Sudanese president is selling 
PUBLICATION: The Kingston Whig-Standard
DATE: 2009.07.02

In a bid to avoid being brought to justice for alleged crimes against humanity, Omar al- Bashir, the president of Sudan, is pursuing a destructive two-track strategy that not only threatens to poison relations between the West and much of the developing world, but also imperils the lives of Darfuris who have survived nearly seven years of genocidal violence. The first strategy aims to turn parts of the developing world against the International Criminal Court (ICC), the permanent war crimes tribunal based at The Hague in the Netherlands. By portraying the court as an imperialist institution, the Sudanese government seeks to rob the ICC of political legitimacy. "Bashir is playing into a perception, particularly in parts of Africa, that the ICC is a kind of tool (of the West)," explains John Lewis, the human rights program co-ordinator for KAIROS Canada, an ecumenical organization that engages in social justice initiatives around the globe. Bashir's second strategy is to provoke a fresh humanitarian crisis in Sudan's war-torn Darfur region, which is largely populated by people of African ethnicity. By drastically reducing the flow of international relief to the region, the Arab regime in Khartoum, Sudan's capital, is forcing the international community to reconsider the human cost of holding him accountable for his heinous actions. After a lengthy criminal investigation into the ongoing civil war in Darfur -- which the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates has killed 300,000 civilians and displaced 2.5 million more -- the International Criminal Court issued a warrant on March 4 for the arrest of Bashir. Wanted for war crimes and crimes against humanity allegedly committed by Sudanese forces and government- backed militias, the Sudanese president is the first sitting world leader to be indicted by the ICC. 
 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090702/XG/0907020D.htm


Darfour : les mouvements armés prêts à reprendre un dialogue 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.06.30

30 juin 2009 – Dans le cadre des consultations engagées avec toutes les parties impliquées dans la crise au Darfour, le Médiateur en chef conjoint UA-ONU pour le Darfour, Djibril Yipènè Bassolé, a rencontré, à Tripoli, en Libye, un certain nombre de dirigeants de groupes armés de la région, pour discuter du processus de négociation de Doha (Qatar), et définir les modalités de leur participation effective à la résolution de la crise. Au terme d' « échanges francs et constructifs », indique un communiqué du bureau du Médiateur, les mouvements se sont déclarés eux-mêmes prêts à s'engager dans un dialogue constructif avec le gouvernement d'Union nationale du Soudan M. Bassolé s'est également entretenu avec un groupe de la société civile, travaillant à la réconciliation et à l'unification de tous les mouvements au Darfour, et conduit par le General Ibrahim Suleiman, venu à Tripoli, à l'invitation du gouvernement Libyen. Le Médiateur en Chef a par ailleurs encouragé les mouvements à négocier le cadre d'un accord avec le gouvernent, dont l'objectif final sera de « définir le contenu et les modalités des pourparlers de paix finaux et inclusifs qui doivent conduire à un Accord de paix global ». Il s'est dit satisfait de la confirmation par les groupes de considérer Doha comme le lieu par excellence du processus de paix.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19506&Cr=darfour&Cr1=doha


US ready to beef up UN peacekeeping operations with military observers, officers and police

PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.06.30

UNITED NATIONS _ The United States is prepared to provide more military observers, police and civilian staff to beef up the U.N.'s far-flung peacekeeping operations, the U.S. ambassador said Monday. The United Nations has nearly 115,000 troops, police and civilians deployed in 16 peacekeeping missions from Africa and the Mideast to Cyprus, Kosovo, Western Sahara and Haiti, but it has had trouble finding soldiers, helicopters and other key assets for several important operations. U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice said President Barack Obama's administration will explore ways to assist peacekeeping operations including by training peacekeepers and providing equipment and transportation. Through the U.S. Global Peace Operations Initiative, she said, the United States has already trained 75,000 peacekeepers and helped some 49,000 peacekeepers deploy to 20 peacekeeping missions around the world, mostly in Africa. In addition to training, the United States has provided trucks, water purification plants, fuel trailers, helmets, flak jackets and other essential equipment to thousands of U.N. peacekeepers, U.S. officials said. ``Over the next five years, the Global Peace Operations Initiative will continue direct training but will make it its top priority to help partner countries become self-sufficient in peacekeeping training,'' Rice told the U.N. Security Council. The United States does not provide troops for U.N. peacekeeping forces, which would mean putting American soldiers under U.N. command. But Rice said the United States ``is willing to consider directly contributing more military observers, military staff officers, civilian police, and other civilian personnel _ including more women _ to U.N. peacekeeping operations.'' 
The U.S. has already increased its military observers in the U.N. peacekeeping mission in Liberia and is providing two additional military staff officers to the mission in Chad and the Central African Republic, U.S. officials said. Rice said an immediate U.S. priority will be to help find the extra forces and specialized units required for the joint U.N.-African Union force in Darfur as well as for the U.N. peacekeeping mission in the neighbouring Central African Republic and Chad ``to better protect civilians under imminent threat of physical, including sexual, violence.'' 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090701/cpw/090701FG.htm


Illusion perdue 
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.06.26

Le président de la République a mis fin, à l'occasion du remaniement ministériel, à une expérience inédite en Europe : le secrétariat d'Etat français aux droits de l'homme. Le premier ministre, François Fillon, s'en est expliqué sans ménagement, mercredi 24 juin, en concluant que ce poste était " très difficile " et " pas extrêmement efficace ". La création de ce portefeuille et, tout autant, le choix de le confier à Rama Yade avaient été l'un des symboles du premier gouvernement Fillon. Cette initiative traduisait la volonté de Nicolas Sarkozy de se démarquer de son prédécesseur, Jacques Chirac, notamment sur la Russie de Vladimir Poutine ou sur le Darfour. Se plaçant " du côté des opprimés ", le président nouvellement élu adressait ainsi, le 7 mai 2007, un signal très fort à " tous ceux qui sont persécutés par les tyrannies et les dictatures : le devoir de la France est d'être à leurs côtés ". 
Bien sûr, les doutes n'ont pas manqué sur l'apparition d'un secrétariat d'Etat qui, faute d'homologues chez les partenaires de la France, peinerait à créer des synergies. De même, l'on s'est interrogé sur la capacité d'une novice à ce poste. Rama Yade est loin d'avoir démérité. Son succès médiatique et son choix de plusieurs thèmes-phares, comme le combat international pour la dépénalisation de l'homosexualité, lui ont permis d'exister et d'apporter un supplément d'âme à la diplomatie française. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090626/lm/09062603.htm 


International Court Under Unusual FireAfricans Defend Sudan's Indicted Leader 
PUBLICATION: The Washington Post
DATE: 2009.06.30

UNITED NATIONS -- When Luis Moreno-Ocampo charged Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir with war crimes last year, the International Criminal Court prosecutor was hailed by human rights advocates as the man who could help bring justice to Darfur. Today, Moreno-Ocampo appears to be the one on trial, with even some of his early supporters questioning his prosecutorial strategy, his use of facts and his personal conduct. Bashir and others have used the controversy to rally opposition to the world's first permanent criminal court, a challenge that may jeopardize efforts to determine who is responsible for massive crimes in Darfur. 
At issue is how to strike a balance between the quest for justice in Darfur and the pursuit of a political settlement to end an ongoing civil war in the western region of Sudan. In recent months, African and Arab leaders have said the Argentine lawyer's pursuit of the Sudanese president has undercut those peace prospects. Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi and Gabon's Jean Ping, the two leaders of the African Union, are mounting a campaign to press African states to withdraw from the treaty body that established the international tribunal. "The attacks against the court by African and Arab governments in the last nine months are the most serious threat to the ICC" since the United States declared its opposition to it in 2002, said William Pace, who heads the Coalition for the International Criminal Court, an alliance of 2500 organizations. Moreno-Ocampo defended his work in a lengthy interview, saying that his office offers the brightest hope of bringing justice to hundreds of thousands of African victims and halting mass murder in Darfur. "It is normal: When you prosecute people with a lot of power, you have problems," said Moreno-Ocampo, who first gained prominence by prosecuting Argentine generals for ordering mass murder in that country's "dirty war." 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090630/wapo/0906301D.htm


SOUDAN-OUGANDA: « Ils m’appellent tong-tong » 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.07.02

JUBA, 2 juillet 2009 (IRIN) - Allan (nom d’emprunt) n’avait que 10 ans lorsqu’il a été enlevé par l’Armée de Résistance du Seigneur (LRA), dans le camp de réfugiés dans lequel il vivait à Adjumani, dans le nord de l’Ouganda. Dix ans plus tard, il a reçu une balle dans le dos durant des combats, des soldats soudanais l’ont aidé, et il a commencé son voyage de retour vers sa ville natale, Juba. Mais Allan doit toujours faire face à l’hostilité de ses proches et de ses voisins dans la capitale du Sud Soudan. Le 29 juin, il a raconté sa vie à IRIN : « Les rebelles de la LRA m’ont enlevé quand ils ont fait des raids sur 20 sites de réfugiés à Adjumani. J’ai dû suivre un entraînement rigoureux, apprendre à utiliser une arme et devenir un soldat intrépide. Mes instructeurs ont promis que je serais commandant un jour. » « En 2005, je faisais partie des unités qui ont quitté le Sud Soudan et sont allées au [République démocratique du] Congo [RDC]. La vie était devenue difficile à cause des attaques incessantes de l’Armée de Libération du Soudan [SLA] et des Forces de défense du peuple ougandais [UPDF]. Nous n’avions plus de nourriture et nous ne recevions plus d’approvisionnement. 


http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=85108


SUDAN: Pia Ajuwa, "I am happy that I am finally home" 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
	


DATE: 2009.07.01

JUBA, 1 July 2009 (IRIN) - Pia Ajuwa, 62, cannot recall when she fled Southern Sudan for Uganda. A mother of six, she returned in April to find that things had changed so much, she could not tell which house was hers in Nyakuro village. Ajuwa spoke to IRIN on 30 June: "I left when I was young; I can’t remember the year and my age at that time, all I remember is that there was a lot of fighting between the [northerners] and SPLA [Sudan People's Liberation Army]. "We were living in Nyakuro. Our village was badly bombed. Many people died and my parents decided to flee to Pajeri village in Nimule [Southern Sudan]. I remember how we walked for many days, with little food and water. "Some children died of hunger while others who couldn't walk any more were left behind. We found so many people in Nimule who had fled from Juba. "We camped in Pajeri for some years and in 1996 we left. Nimule was attacked several times and we decided to move further into Adjumani [District] in Uganda. "We were later taken to a Sudanese refugee camp. The place was peaceful but life was hard. I stayed in the camp with my children but sometimes tong-tong [Lord's Resistance Army rebels] would raid the camp and abduct children. 

 http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=85080



As an Activist Athlete, Cheek Is a Rarity
PUBLICATION: The Washington Post
DATE: 2009.06.26

There was clarity in Joey Cheek's athletic calling: Skate in a circle as fast as possible. As the fastest man in the 500 meters, Cheek won gold at the 2006 Winter Olympics. And after he donated his winnings to a charity that helped children in disadvantaged countries play sports, he was hailed as the Olympic ideal and chosen to carry the U.S. flag in the Closing Ceremonies. But Cheek soon found out that his impulse to do good outside the Olympic arena was a far murkier proposition. Without explanation, Chinese officials revoked Cheek's visa on the eve of his departure for the 2008 Beijing Games, where he had planned to discuss the suffering in Sudan's war-torn region of Darfur. The U.S. Olympic Committee distanced itself from the three-time medalist, noting that Cheek wasn't part of its official delegation. And with the International Olympic Committee silent, Cheek was left to promote his cause from the Washington office of Team Darfur, a coalition of concerned athletes he helped organize in 2007. Today, Cheek, 30, is a rising junior at Princeton University, where he is majoring in economics, pursuing a minor in Chinese and increasingly fascinated by the country that did not welcome him. Cheek is hardly the first athlete to be celebrated for pushing the boundaries of human performance yet rebuked for pushing matters of conscience. He comes from a long tradition yet represents an increasingly rare breed, given the millions of dollars that are often at stake in long-term contracts and endorsement deals. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090626/wapo/0906260E.htm


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


	



	DR Congo troops accused of rapes



PUBLICATION: BBC
DATE: 2009.07.02

Government troops in the Democratic Republic of Congo carry out most of the rapes of civilians caught up in the war with rebel groups, a rights group says. US-based Human Rights Watch says thousands have been raped by rebels and soldiers in the past six months. And it says the UN, with 12,000 peacekeepers backing the troops, risks becoming "complicit" in the atrocities. But the UN operation in DR Congo, Monuc, said it was pushing for troops carrying out abuses to be punished. 
BBC Africa analyst Martin Plaut says the mineral and timber wealth of the Kivu region of eastern DR Congo has transformed it into one of the most fought-over areas on Earth. Hundreds of thousands of civilians have been caught in fighting between rival rebel groups. The government, backed by the UN, launched an offensive last December to try to flush out the rebels. But Human Rights Watch described the offensive as a "disaster for civilians" and says both sides continue to use rape and other sexual violence as a "weapon of war". "The majority of the rape cases investigated by Human Rights Watch were attributed to soldiers from the Congolese army," the group says. The group warns that the UN should not support Congolese armed forces, who it accuses of carrying out war crimes and failing to protect civilians and refugees. "By continuing to back such military operations, the peacekeepers risk becoming complicit in abuses," says the organisation's executive director, Kenneth Roth. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8130746.stm


RDC: Des violences forcent des civils à fuir leur maison au Nord-Kivu 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.07.01

KINSHASA, 1 juillet 2009 (IRIN) - En République démocratique du Congo (RDC), les combats incessants entre les groupes armés ont forcé des civils à abandonner leur maison, dans le Nord-Kivu, et ont affecté les opérations humanitaires, a déclaré un responsable des Nations Unies. « Ces incidents entraînent des mouvements significatifs de personnes déplacées venant la région proche de Nyabiondo Masisi », a dit le lieutenant-colonel Jean-Paul Dietrich, porte-parole de la Mission des Nations Unies en RDC (la MONUC). Les Forces armées de la RDC (FARDC), l’armée nationale, ont récemment combattu le groupe Mayi-Mayi, connu sous le nom d’Alliance du peuple pour un Congo libre et souverain (APCLS). La semaine dernière, des centaines de personnes déplacées ont manifesté près de la ville de Sake, à 30 km de Goma, la capitale du Nord-Kivu, et bloqué une route principale. 
« Les personnes déplacées ont bloqué la route de Sake-Kitchanga [à Kilolriwe], demandant de la nourriture à des personnes chargées de l’aide humanitaire », a précisé un communiqué du Bureau pour la coordination des affaires humanitaires des Nations Unies (OCHA). Les personnes déplacées continuent à arriver dans la région ouest de Kitchanga, dans le territoire de Masisi au Nord-Kivu. L’accès aux déplacés reste problématique à cause des opérations militaires en cours. 
 
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=85089


UN: Ugandan rebels kill 1,200 Congolese civilians
PUBLICATION: The Whitehorse Star
DATE: 2009.06.26

A U.N. official says around 1,200 Congolese civilians have been killed and 1,500 abducted by Lord's Resistance Army rebels from Uganda in a region of northeast Congo over the past six months. Ross Mountain, the U.N. chief's deputy special representative to Congo, says most of those abducted were children. He says the violence happened in the remote Haut-Uele region, in the northeast of the vast African country. Mountain said today that fighting between government forces and rebels has driven 220,000 Congolese from their homes in the area. The Ugandan rebel group is notorious for torturing, raping and mutilating civilians. The group also abducts children and forces them to be soldiers. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090626/wh/0906261H.htm


RDC: La MONUC maintient sa position – analyse 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.06.24

KINSHASA, 24 juin 2009 (IRIN) - Les opérations militaires menées conjointement par la force de maintien de la paix des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (RDC) et l’armée délabrée du pays (FARDC) pour neutraliser les milices hutues rwandaises ont été critiquées en raison de l’aggravation de la situation humanitaire dans les provinces des Kivu (est), théâtre des opérations. Cette force onusienne, connue sous son acronyme français MONUC, entend pourtant poursuivre l’opération Kimia II, de son nom de code ; elle a toutefois souligné que la protection des civils était sa priorité première. La MONUC cible les Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda (FDLR), un groupe armé de 6 000 hommes, qui joue un rôle clé dans l’instabilité des provinces des Kivu depuis que ses fondateurs ont fui le Rwanda dans le sillage du génocide de 1994. Aujourd’hui, environ 30 pour cent des membres des FDLR sont congolais. « Si nous ne faisons rien, je pense que la paix ne sera jamais durablement instaurée dans les Kivu tant que tel ou tel groupe continuera d’échapper au contrôle de l’Etat », a déclaré Alan Doss, représentant spécial du Secrétaire général des Nations Unies (RSSG) en RDC. 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=84984


DR Congo: UN mission speaks out against latest prison break
PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.07.01

1 July 2009 – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has deplored the second prison break in the country in less than one month. The incident happened last Friday at the Aru Central Prison in north-eastern Ituri province, Madnodje Mounoubai, spokesperson for the UN mission, known as MONUC, told reporters. Underscoring how prison conditions at Aru and throughout the DRC are well below international standards, MONUC reiterated its call on Congolese authorities to both improve conditions and bolster security in penitentiaries. Late last month, nearly two dozen female inmates were raped during an attempted prison break in the North Kivu capital of Goma. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said that incident “is a grim example of both the prison conditions and the level of sexual violence that plagues the DRC,” appealing to the Government “to bring to justice those who have committed these crimes and, more generally, to renew efforts to bring an end to the impunity too often enjoyed by perpetrators of sexual violence.” 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31340&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo


Congo: 130 maisons d'un village incendiées par des rebelles hutu rwandais
PUBLICATION: La Tribune (Sherbrooke, Qc)
DATE: 2009.07.02

Au moins 130 maisons d'un village de l'est de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) ont été incendiées dans la nuit de mardi à mercredi, lors d'une attaque attribuée aux rebelles hutu rwandais, a-t-on appris jeudi auprès de l'armée congolaise. Des rebelles des forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR) ont chassé des habitants en pleine nuit avant de mettre le feu à leurs maisons faites de boue séchée, de bois et de paille, à Miriki, dans la province du Nord-Kivu (est). «Les FDLR ont profité d'une relève de nos troupes dans la zone. Ils ont essayé de revenir cette nuit mais nous les avons chassés», a affirmé à l'AFP un officier des Forces armées de la RDC (FARDC). Toutefois, selon un député de cette province, les habitants ont attribué ces incendies aux FARDC. Miriki est une localité comptant plus de mille habitations, située près de Kanyabayonga, à 120 km au nord de Goma, chef lieu de la province. Elle a longtemps été un fief des FDLR qui vivaient avec les habitants et percevaient des taxes en l'absence d'une administration locale. Quelque 5 à 6 000 rebelles hutu rwandais se trouvent actuellement dans les provinces du Nord et Sud-Kivu. Certains d'entre-eux ont participé au génocide de 1994 contre la minorité tutsi au Rwanda, avant de s'installer dans l'est de la RDC, frontalier avec ce pays. Autrefois supplétifs des FARDC contre la rebellion congolaise du Congrès national du peuple (CNDP), depuis peu ralliée à Kinshasa, les FDLR sont aujourd'hui traqués par l'armée congolaise, appuyée par les Casques bleus de l'ONU essentiellement pour la logistique.
Les rebelles hutu commettent régulièrement des exactions contre les populations, en les accusant de les avoir trahis.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/international/afrique/200907/02/01-880706-congo-130-maisons-dun-village-incendiees-par-des-rebelles-hutu-rwandais.php
 
DR Congo: Massive increase in attacks on civilians
PUBLICATION: ReliefWeb
DATE: 2009.07.02

 (Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, July 2, 2009) – United Nations-backed Congolese armed forces conducting intensified military operations in eastern and northern Democratic Republic of Congo have failed to protect civilians from brutal rebel retaliatory attacks and instead are themselves attacking and raping Congolese civilians, Human Rights Watch said today. The attacks on civilians from all sides have resulted in a significant increase in human rights violations over the past six months. "The Congolese government's military operations have been a disaster for civilians, who are now being attacked from all sides," said Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch, on a visit to eastern Congo. "Congo and the UN need to take urgent measures to protect people and keep this human rights catastrophe from getting even worse." Since January 2009, nine Human Rights Watch fact-finding missions to frontline areas found a dramatic increase in attacks on civilians and other human rights abuses in Lubero, Rutshuru, Masisi, and Walikale territories in North Kivu, Kalehe and Shabunda territories in South Kivu, and Haute Uele district in northern Congo. The Congolese army initiated military operations against the Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in December 2008 in northern Congo, followed a month later by the launching of operations in eastern Congo against the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), the Rwandan Hutu militia. Since then, the rebel forces and Congolese army troops combined have killed more than 1,500 civilians, raped thousands of women and girls, abducted hundreds of adults and children, and burned to the ground thousands of homes, sometimes entire villages. According to the UN, more than a million people have been forced to flee for their lives from these conflict areas, adding to the tens of thousands of others displaced from earlier waves of violence. Many of those newly displaced have limited or no access to humanitarian assistance. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/LSGZ-7TKHSM?OpenDocument&rc=1&cc=cod




Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

Somalia most dangerous country for minority groups
PUBLICATION: Vancouver Sun
DATE: 2009.07.02

Somalia remains the world's most dangerous country for minority groups, followed by Iraq, Sudan, Afghanistan and Myanmar, a leading human rights group said today. The five were in unchanged positions from last year's Minority Rights Group International's list of countries where groups or peoples are most at risk of genocide, mass killing or other systematic violent repression. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090702/vasn/0907021F.htm


Des voleurs punis en Somalie 
PUBLICATION: L'Acadie Nouvelle
DATE: 2009.06.26

Quatre hommes reconnus coupables d'avoir volé des téléphones et des armes à feu ont eu chacun une main et un pied tranchés en vertu de la décision d'un tribunal islamique appliquant la charia. La condamnation a été exécutée dans un camp militaire devant plusieurs centaines de badauds. Le tribunal est dirigé par le puissant groupe rebelle Al-Shahab, qui cherche à renverser le fragile gouvernement somalien soutenu par les Nations Unies pour installer un régime islamique strict. 
"Les hommes saignaient et criaient lorsque (le bourreau) leur a coupé la main et le pied avec un long couteau", a raconté un témoin. Les journalistes n'étaient pas autorisés à assister au châtiment. Les quatre hommes avaient été reconnus coupables de vol en début de semaine à Mogadiscio. Les États-Unis considèrent Al-Shahab comme un groupe terroriste lié à al-Qaïda. Le mouvement insurgé, qui réfute cette accusation, contrôle une grande partie de la Somalie et compte dans ses rangs plusieurs centaines de combattants étrangers. Ces dernières semaines, les violences se sont intensifiées à Mogadiscio, les insurgés redoublant d'effort pour chasser le gouvernement de ses bastions dans la capitale somalienne, selon des diplomates. Cette flambée de violences a fait environ 225 morts, parmi lesquels le ministre à la Sécurité nationale et le chef de la police de Mogadiscio, qui ont tous les deux été tués la semaine dernière. Près de 160 000 Somaliens ont fui leur domicile depuis le 7 mai, selon le Haut-Commissariat de l'ONU pour les réfugiés (HCR). Selon l'ONU, 3,2 millions de Somaliens, soit près de la moitié de la population du pays, ont besoin d'aide humanitaire. 
 http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090626/an/09062615.htm


AFRICA THE KIMBERLEY PROCESS Canadian who led charge in blood diamond battle resigns in disgust from 'failing' prevention project 

PUBLICATION: GLOBE AND MAIL
DATE: 2009.06.26

GEOFFREY YORK JOHANNESBURG One of the leading architects of the international battle against "blood diamonds" has quit the global scheme that was supposed to solve the problem, calling it an inept and failing process. Ian Smillie, a Canadian who led the campaign against the illegal diamond trade that was fuelling wars in Africa and elsewhere, says he is giving up on the Kimberley Process because it is "complacent and almost completely ineffectual." The process, he says, has failed to tackle the growing bloodshed that surround diamonds in countries such as Zimbabwe, where more than 200 people were reportedly killed by the military when it seized control of diamond fields last fall, and in Angola, where thousands of small-scale Congolese miners were beaten and expelled. Mr. Smillie, who worked for 10 years on the blood-diamond issue and helped create the Kimberley Process, has written to the process members to announce his resignation and to blast it for its refusal to deal with Zimbabwe. "When regulators fail to regulate, the systems they were designed to protect collapse," he warned in the letter. "Without a genuine wakeup call and the growth of some serious regulatory teeth, it leaves the industry exposed, vulnerable and perhaps, in the end, unworthy of protection." A leading industry publication, Diamond Intelligence Briefs, said the resignation of Mr. Smillie has dealt the Kimberley Process "the hardest blow to its reputation and standing since its inception." The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, set up in 2003 after years of effort by Mr. Smillie and other activists, is an effort by governments and the diamond industry to break the link between the diamond trade and the vicious civil wars that it was provoking in countries such as Liberia and Sierra Leone. It uses a certification process to ensure consumers that their diamond purchases do not fuel wars or violence. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090626/gm/0906264C.htm


Plus de 250 civils tués en Somalie depuis le mois dernier, selon les Nations unies 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.06.26

MOGADISCIO (AP) -- Plus de 250 civils ont été tués et 900 blessés dans des combats en Somalie depuis le mois dernier, selon le Haut commissariat aux réfugiés des Nations unies (HCR). Le HCR a aussi estimé vendredi que plus de 160.000 habitants avaient dû fuir leurs maisons. Ces dernières semaines, les violences se sont intensifiées en Somalie, les insurgés redoublant d'effort pour chasser le gouvernement de ses bastions dans la capitale somalienne, Mogadiscio. La Somalie n'a plus de gouvernement central effectif depuis 1991. AP 
 http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090627/pcf/0906273C.htm


Somalia supplied with U. S. weapons 
PUBLICATION: Calgary Herald
DATE: 2009.06.26

The United States said Thursday it had sent weapons to Somalia's government to help thwart Islamist insurgents, who cut hands and feet off thieves and paraded the severed limbs in the streets of Mogadishu. Somalia's al Shabaab insurgents are seen as a proxy for al-Qaeda, and Western nations fear they could destabilize the region and provide safe havens for hardline Islamists from elsewhere. When a moderate Islamist was elected president in January, there was hope he could end nearly two decades of bloodshed in Somalia by reconciling with hardliners who want to impose a strict version of Islamic law across the country. But Osama bin Laden declared President Sheikh Sharif Ahmed an enemy in an audio tape released in March. He called on the insurgents to topple the Somali government and for Muslims around the world to join their jihad. U. S. State Department spokesman Ian Kelly said Washington was providing arms at the government's request to help it "repel the onslaught of extremist forces which are intent on . . . spoiling efforts to bring peace and stability to Somalia." Asked if the United States was afraid the government might collapse or be overwhelmed by insurgent attacks, Kelly replied: "We are concerned. We think that this government . . . represents Somalia's best chance for peace, stability and reconciliation," he added. "In addition to this threat to the government. . . this kind of violence is causing real suffering for the Somalian people and it's just prolonging the chaos and preventing the country from getting on stable footing." 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090626/cahr/0906260K.htm


La Suisse refuse d'extrader un Rwandais poursuivi pour génocide 
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.06.30

BERNE (AP) -- La Suisse n'extradera pas un ressortissant rwandais poursuivi dans son pays pour génocide et crimes de guerre, en raison de la situation qui règne dans cet Etat en matière de droits de l'Homme et parce que les soupçons invoqués à l'appui de la demande ne sont pas suffisamment étayés, a annoncé mardi l'Office fédéral de la justice. Ancien ministre du Tourisme et de l'Environnement, ce Rwandais vit en Suisse depuis 1995. Il est poursuivi officiellement par les autorités rwandaises pour génocide et crimes de guerre et fait l'objet d'un avis de recherche sur le site Internet d'Interpol. L'automne dernier, l'ambassade du Rwanda a présenté à la Suisse une demande formelle d'extradition. Selon l'OFJ, les faits exposés ne le sont pas de manière suffisamment détaillée pour permettre à la Suisse de déterminer si les conditions permettant l'extradition sont remplies. 
En outre, il n'est pas exclu que la personne poursuivie subisse des atteintes à ses droits fondamentaux si elle venait à être remise aux autorités rwandaises. "Une extradition est donc exclue quand bien même le Rwanda compléterait sa demande." 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/WebData/Clips/2009/07/090701/f02852.htm

 PART-TIME UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR TAKES HUMAN RIGHTS SERIOUSLY
PUBLICATION: The Daily Gleaner (Fredericton)
DATE: 2009.06.27

Marc Gionet is taking his fight against international human rights violations online. A part-time professor at St. Thomas University and project manager and researcher with the Atlantic Human Rights Centre, Gionet recently launched a regular blog on Rabble.ca. He met reporter Chris Fox this week to talk about the blog, his work with the Atlantic Human Rights Centre and how a three-month experience working at a day care in Uruguay lead him to his current career. 
Q: You have been working at the Atlantic Human Rights Centre for about a year. What have you been up to? 
A: Well my title is project manager and researcher so, in conjunction with the director, I take care of the coordination of our initiatives and programming. Over the past year we organized a high school conference for students to get a brief education on what the universal declaration of human rights is and its importance in society. From there, we undertook an education initiative for Darfur, which saw the centre join up with the New Brunswick College of Craft in Design, as well as a local arts and community collective called Feelsgood to put on educational programming on Darfur that ended with an art show with live music. That proved to be successful and it was very interesting for us to co- ordinate with a sector of society which typically we haven't engaged in previous years. Right now I am working on a teachers institute in holocaust education we are putting on in July. 
That will be extremely unique because it is teaching teachers how to teach about the holocaust using the firsthand stories of holocaust survivors that now reside in Atlantic Canada. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090627/frdg/0906272A.htm

 Le procès Karadzic pas avant septembre

PUBLICATION: La Tribune (Sherbrooke, Qc)
DATE: 2009.07.02

Le procès de Radovan Karadzic, inculpé de crimes de guerre et de génocide, ne commencera vraisemblablement pas avant septembre au Tribunal pénal international pour l'ex-Yougoslavie (TPIY), a annoncé hier le juge Iain Bonomy. Le magistrat écossais, qui craint que ce procès ne prenne au moins un an, cherche actuellement des moyens de le racourcir, ce qui, selon lui, pourrait passer par l'abandon de certains des 11 chefs d'inculpation. "Il se pourrait que nous n'ayons pas le temps de traiter de Srebrenica et de Sarajevo", a-t-il déclaré, laissant entendre que les procureur devrait choisir entre le massacre de 8000 musulmans en juillet 1995 et le siège meurtrier de la capitale bosniaque. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090702/tb/0907020O.htm




 Sri Lanka's ethnic conundrum

PUBLICATION: The Toronto Star
DATE: 2009.06.30

It won the war, but has Sri Lanka lost its mind? After declaring total victory over the Tamil Tigers, Sri Lanka remains as combative as ever. Weeks later, it still sees enemies everywhere - and silences them. The government is overcome by post-traumatic triumphalism syndrome: Its president behaves like a Buddha, gliding across the land of Lanka erecting stupas (shrines) commemorating his victory. Music videos sing the praises of Mahindra Rajapaksa. Billboards hail his inspired rule as a warrior king. Anyone who is off key had best hold his tongue - or risk having it cut off, as Bob Rae discovered this month. The Liberal MP was denied entry to Colombo airport when the intelligence services (falsely) labelled him a Tiger lackey and security risk. Rae arrived with a visa in his passport, but after refusing to sign an "Orwellian" statement recanting past comments, he was put on the next flight to London. So if Sri Lanka can offend a future Canadian foreign minister this way, how does it treat its own Tamils? And ours? It turns out that Rae wasn't the only Canadian to find himself out of place in Sri Lanka. The Canadian Tamil Congress says it is receiving constant complaints from dual nationals facing harassment at Colombo's airport, including demands for bribes. But the trouble goes beyond airport formalities. At least four dual nationals are being held in the sprawling network of detention camps set up by the government in the wake of its battlefield victory, according to the CTC. These Canadian citizens on family visits were ensnared by the guilt-by-association policy that has placed nearly 300,000 ethnic Tamils behind barbed wire. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/06/090630/tost/0906302I.htm
