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Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci

~Team APPG / Équipe GPM
 
 
EVENTS - ÉVÉNEMENTS

1. Will to Intervene
2. Investing in Conflict: Uganda and Sudan


REPORTS – RAPPORTS

1. Bukavu Assessment
2. Congo: A Comprehensive Strategy to Disarm the FDLR


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan
	



	· Un mot déplacé pour le Soudan


· Sudan says it's 'regrettable' that Obama labeled Darfur a genocide
· Flagellation de femmes au Soudan
· Egypt presses Darfur rebel leaders to return to peace talks with Sudan's government
· Le chef des opérations de maintien de la paix au Darfour
· Cooperation crucial to deployment of blue helmets to Darfur – UN
· Uganda willing to arrest Sudanese president al-Bashir on international war crimes warrant 


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo
	




· Civilians paying price of efforts to thwart DR Congo armed groups, UN envoy says 
· RDC : L'ONU dénonce les violences commises par les FDLR 
· Prosecution wraps up case of Congolese warlord at International Criminal Court
· RDC : Inquiétudes concernant la situation humanitaire et les droits de l'homme 



Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Ex-Rwandan leader gets life in prison for genocide
· Obama appelle l'Afrique à prendre son destin en main
· Ethnic clashes in China called 'a kind of genocide'
· Les dirigeants du G-8, réunis en sommet en Italie, déplorent les violences en Iran
· Families search for missing after Iran crackdown
· Croatia proclaims July 11; Remembrance day for Srebrenica to honour those killed in genocide
· La Birmanie s'engage à libérer des prisonniers politiques
· First African leader faces war crimes trial
· Regain de violence en Somalie
· Taylor denies role in crimes




EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


Will to Intervene

DATE:2009.10.01
TIME/HEURE: 9:00-12:00
LOCATION/LIEU: tba
INFORMATION: http://migs.concordia.ca/W2IInfo.html

W2I is a crucial initiative that focuses on the prevention of genocide and other crimes against humanity. After the terrible events that took place in Rwanda and Kosovo, genocide experts seek to understand how to pressure political leaders to stop crimes against humanity before they escalate into genocide.The goal of W2I is to understand how to operationalize the principles of the Canadian-sponsored Report of the International Commission on Intervention and States Sovereignty on the Responsibility to Protect. Research will focus on how to better mobilize domestic political will in Canada and the United States. Furthermore, practical tools will be designed for nongovernmental agencies, the media, interested groups, and the general public so they can effectively pressure governments to take action to prevent future genocides and other crimes against humanity.


Investing in Conflict: Uganda and Sudan

DATE:2009.07.26
TIME/HEURE: 2 :00-4:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Lethbridge Public Library Theatre Gallery, (Lethbridge, Alberta)
INFORMATION: Mary Costa, Amnesty International Lethbridge, admin@ailethbridge.com

Amnesty International Leftbridge presents an excellent line up of guest speakers from Darfur, Southern Sudan and Uganda. Constancia Waraga will speak about her escape from the conflict in Southern Sudan. Other speakers (to be confirmed) will address the crisis in Darfur and the situation of child soldiers in Uganda. Please join us for this event, and pass the invitation on to others.


REPORTS - RAPPORTS

Bukavu Assessment

PUBLICATION: Kairos
DATE: 2009.07.03
INFORMATION: Jim Davis at jdavis@kairoscanada.org
FULL REPORT: http://www.kairoscanada.org/fileadmin/fe/files/PDF/HRTrade/Congo/Report_Bukavu-sexualCrimes_June09.pdf

This report makes for difficult and very important reading. Sponsored by a KAIROS partner, the Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches in the Great Lakes and Horn of Africa (FECCLAHA), it details the violence endured by women in conflict zones in the Democratic Republic of Congo. These stories rarely make the mainstream media in North America, despite the documented role of North American-based resource extraction operations in aggravating the long running conflict. The fate and the resistance of women reaches the news even less often. FECCLAHA is a long standing human rights and peace-building partner of KAIROS.  One of its member councils is the Eglise du Christ au Congo (ECC, the ecumenical Church of Christ in the Congo) which works closely with KAIROS human rights partner Héritier de la Justice to combat gender based violence in Eastern Congo.


Congo: A Comprehensive Strategy to Disarm the FDLR

PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group
DATE: 2009.07.08
INFORMATION: http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=6209&l=1

The joint Congo (DRC)-Rwanda military push against the Rwandan Hutu rebels has ended with scant results. Fifteen years after the Rwanda genocide and the establishment of those rebels in the eastern Congo, they have not yet been disarmed and remain a source of extreme violence against civilians. While they are militarily too weak to destabilise Rwanda, their 6,000 or more combatants, including a number of génocidaires, still present a major political challenge for consolidation of peace in the Great Lakes region. They must be disarmed and demobilised if the eastern Congo is to be stabilised. 

--

L’offensive militaire conduite conjointement par la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) et le Rwanda contre les rebelles hutu rwandais s’est conclue sur un bilan mitigé. Quinze ans après le génocide rwandais et leur établissement à l’Est du Congo, ces rebelles n’ont toujours pas été désarmés et restent à l’origine de violences extrêmes perpétrées contre la population civile. Bien qu’elle n’ait plus les capacités militaires de déstabiliser le Rwanda, leur troupe forte de plus de 6 000 combattants – parmi lesquels se trouvent encore des génocidaires – continue de représenter un obstacle politique majeur à la consolidation de la paix dans la région des Grands Lacs. L’Est du Congo ne pourra être stabilisé sans que ces rebelles ne soient désarmés et démobilisés. 


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

	



	Un mot déplacé pour le Soudan



PUBLICATION: Le Soleil
DATE: 2009.07.12

Le Soudan a qualifié hier de "pas en arrière" les déclarations de Barack Obama, qui a évoqué un "génocide en cours" dans la région soudanaise du Darfour en guerre civile. "Cela n'aide pas, ce n'est pas constructif", a déclaré Ali Sadiq, porte-parole de la diplomatie soudanaise, après le discours du président américain à Accra. "Nous aimerions que le président consulte son envoyé spécial à ce sujet", a-t-il souligné. L'envoyé spécial des États-Unis pour le Soudan, Scott Gration, avait refusé le 17 juin, de qualifier de génocide le conflit actuel au Darfour. "Ce que nous voyons actuellement, ce sont les vestiges d'un génocide", avait-il déclaré, et la violence "n'est plus coordonnée". Le Darfour est le théâtre depuis 2003 d'une guerre civile complexe à l'origine de 300 000 morts, selon l'ONU et de 2,7 millions de déplacés. Le conflit opposait à ses débuts deux groupes rebelles aux forces gouvernementales appuyées par des milices arabes, mais depuis, la rébellion s'est fragmentée, le banditisme a progressé et certaines tribus arabes semblent moins acquises au gouvernement.

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090712/ls/0907120Y.htm


Sudan says it's 'regrettable' that Obama labeled Darfur a genocide
PUBLICATION: bnw
DATE: 2009.07.14
KHARTOUM, Sudan - Sudan's government has criticized President Barack Obama for calling the conflict in Darfur a ``genocide.'' Obama made the comment in a speech over the weekend in the African nation of Ghana. There has been a long-running debate over whether to characterize the conflict between Sudan's Arab-led government and ethnic African rebels in Darfur as a genocide. Obama and his predecessor both called it that, but the U.N. never has. Up to 300,000 people have been killed since the conflict began in 2003. The Sudanese government's point man on Darfur, Ghazi Salah Eddin Atabani, said Monday that Obama's comment was ``regrettable.'' 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/WebData/Clips/2009/07/090715/f02936.htm


Flagellation de femmes au Soudan
PUBLICATION: L'Acadie Nouvelle
DATE: 2009.07.14

La France a dénoncé, hier, la flagellation de 10 femmes la veille au Soudan et a demandé à la justice de ce pays d'interrompre les poursuites engagées contre d'autres femmes qui "risqueraient d'être condamnées à des peines similaires". 
"La France condamne fermement l'application hier de la flagellation à dix femmes soudanaises", a fait savoir le ministère des Affaires étrangères. "La France appelle le Soudan à ratifier la Convention des Nations Unies contre la torture et autres peines ou traitements cruels, inhumains ou dégradants, qu'il a signée en 1986". Elle "invite également le Soudan à signer et ratifier la Convention sur l'élimination de toutes les formes de discrimination à l'égard des femmes", selon le communiqué du Quai d'Orsay. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090714/an/09071411.htm


Egypt presses Darfur rebel leaders to return to peace talks with Sudan's government
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.07.11

CAIRO _ Egypt began a round of talks Saturday with several Darfur rebel groups to try to persuade them to return to peace negotiations with Sudan's government. 
Darfur's most powerful rebel group, however, was not taking part in the meetings in Egypt. The splintering of Darfur's rebels into a growing number of groups with differing agendas has complicated efforts to end the conflict. Six years of fighting in the western region of Sudan has killed up to 300,000 people and driven 2.7 million from their homes, creating a humanitarian crisis. The fighting began in 2003 with an uprising by ethnic African rebels complaining of discrimination and neglect by the country's Arab-led government. Rights groups have accused the government of responding by unleashing militiamen who have carried out atrocities against civilians. Sudan denies that. On Saturday, Egypt's foreign minister, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, met with the leaders of six rebel groups. The aim was to learn more about their positions and to try to push them toward peace talks under a unified delegation that could meet Sudan's government. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/WebData/Clips/2009/07/090712/f01893.htm


Le chef des opérations de maintien de la paix au Darfour
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.07.14

14 juillet 2009 – Le Secrétaire général adjoint des Nations Unies pour les opérations de maintien de la paix, Alain Le Roy, a effectué lundi et mardi une visite de deux jours au Darfour, a indiquéla porte-parole adjointe du Secrétaire général. M. Le Roy se trouvait mardi à El Geneina, dans l'Ouest-Darfour, près de la frontière entre le Soudan et le Tchad. Il a rencontré le Wali (gouverneur) de l'Etat de l'Ouest-Darfour, avec qui il a discuté de plusieurs questions dont celle de la sécurité. Le Wali a informé M. Le Roy que la prolifération des armes était une préoccupation majeure dans la région et a assuré que les autorités avaient l'intention de lutter contre cette tendance. Lors d'une visite dans un village où 2.100 familles déplacées sont récemment revenues volontairement, le Secrétaire général adjoint a noté qu'il était clair que la vie dans ce village revenait à la normale comme le prouvaient les activités agricoles. Il a rencontré le chef traditionnel du village et des représentants des anciens, des femmes et de la jeunesse pour écouter leurs préoccupations. Alain Le Roy doit faire vendredi un exposé sur le Soudan devant le Conseil de sécurité à New York.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19615&Cr=darfour&Cr1=soudan


Cooperation crucial to deployment of blue helmets to Darfur – UN
PUBLICATION: UN News Room
DATE: 2009.07.13

13 July 2009 – The United Nations, the African Union and the Sudanese Government have met again to discuss the continuing deployment and recruitment of troops and other staff to the joint AU-UN peacekeeping mission in the war-torn Darfur region. Representatives from the UN, the AU and the Government gathered yesterday in Khartoum for the sixth meeting of the Tripartite Mechanism to discuss deployment issues and the way forward for the mission, which is known as UNAMID. The participants stressed that partnership and cooperation are essential to ensure the continued deployment of troops, noting that UNAMID has recently reached almost 69 per cent of the mandated strength of its force deployment. Participants also voiced their determination to remove all remaining impediments to deployment, and to help all Sudanese, especially Darfurians, who have been affected by war, displacement and insecurity. Other issues discussed included air operations, approvals for visas into Sudan, procurement and the recruitment of national staff members, who comprise two-thirds of UNAMID’s civilian personnel.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31453&Cr=darfur&Cr1=


Uganda willing to arrest Sudanese president al-Bashir on international war crimes warrant
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.07.13

KAMPALA, Uganda _ Uganda said Monday it would arrest Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir if he enters the country, an unusual stance after a summit of African leaders denounced the international arrest warrant against al-Bashir. Henry Oryem Okello, Uganda's minister for international affairs, spoke after meeting with the International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor, Luis Moreno Ocampo, in Kampala. Police ``will ensure that he is arrested'' if al-Bashir arrives, Okello said. Ocampo added: ``It is a legal obligation for Uganda to arrest Bashir if he comes to Uganda.'' Earlier this month at an African Union summit, Africa's leaders criticized the International Criminal Court and refused to extradite al-Bashir, who has been indicted for crimes against humanity in Darfur. Sudan welcomed the move, and other Africans said it was a signal that the West should not impose its ways on Africa. But several African leaders appeared to strongly disagree with the AU statement, and Benin Foreign Minister Jean-Marie Ehouzou said Sudan's neighbour and antagonist, Chad, objected to the wording. 
Heads of state at AU summits reach decisions by consensus behind closed doors, not from a vote, and it was not clear how the measure was approved. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090714/cpw/09071409.htm


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


	



	Civilians paying price of efforts to thwart DR Congo armed groups, UN envoy says



PUBLICATION: UN News Room
DATE: 2009.07.10

10 July 2009 – Civilians are bearing the brunt of attempts to dismantle armed groups in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), with the rebels carrying out vicious reprisals and some Government soldiers committing serious human rights abuses, the senior United Nations official to the country told the Security Council today. Alan Doss, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and the head of the UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC (known as MONUC), said in a briefing to Council members that there is growing concern about the humanitarian impact of the efforts to disband the armed groups. “We take these concerns very seriously and have addressed them with the Government at various levels,” he said, citing the deployment of more MONUC resources and personnel to the affected provinces, such as North Kivu, continuing efforts to combat sexual and gender-based violence, and increased pressure on the Government to take action against undisciplined soldiers. “MONUC has established 35 military bases in North Kivu, many of which are in very remote areas, where operations against the FDLR [the Forces Démocratiques de Liberation du Rwanda, one of the rebel groups] are ongoing. These bases have allowed for close monitoring of the operations and rapid intervention in a number of instances.”

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31443&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo


RDC : L'ONU dénonce les violences commises par les FDLR 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.07.08

8 juillet 2009 – Les rebelles Hutus rwandais des Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda (FDLR) ont continué leurs attaques sur les villages et les villes dans les zones de Lubero, Masisi et Walikale, au Nord-Kivu, dans l'Est de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC). Ces attaques sont accompagnées de violences sexuelles, de pillages, d'incendies criminels et de travail forcé, a précisé la porte parole du Secrétaire général, Michèle Montas, lors de son point de presse quotidien au siège de l'ONU, à New York. La précarité de la situation sécuritaire continue d'être « un obstacle majeur à la mise en œuvre des programmes d'aide humanitaire au Nord-Kivu », a en outre indiqué la porte parole, avant de préciser que certaines parties des territoires de Masisi et Walikale, demeuraient inaccessibles. Par ailleurs, le Bureau de la coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA) souligne que les attaques contre les personnels humanitaires se sont également poursuivies. Durant la première moitié de l'année 2009, il ya eu 66 incidents de violence contre les humanitaires, contre 37 enregistrés à la même période en 2008. 
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19564&Cr=Congo&Cr1=


Prosecution wraps up case of Congolese warlord at International Criminal Court
PUBLICATION: UN News Room
DATE: 2009.07.14

The prosecution wrapped up its presentation of evidence against a Congolese warlord accused of recruiting child soldiers, the first suspect taken into custody by the International Criminal Court (ICC). The trial of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, the founder and leader of the Union of Congolese Patriots in the Ituri region of the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), marks the first in the history of international law to see the active participation of victims in the proceedings, including child combatants. 
He faces two counts of war crimes: conscripting and enlisting child soldiers into the military wing of his group and then using them to participate in hostilities between September 2002 and August 2003. Over the course of 22 weeks, 28 witnesses – including three experts – testified, all of whom were cross-examined by the defence. 
Nearly all of the prosecution’s witnesses were granted protective measures, including voice and facial distortion and the use of pseudonyms. A psychologist sat in during the proceedings to support and monitor witnesses. Mr. Lubanga, who surrendered to the ICC in March 2006, and his defence team were able to see all of the witnesses as they gave their testimony, but some required further special measures to avoid direct eye contact with the accused. Nearly 100 victims have been authorized to take part in the trial, which began on 26 January, to date.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31470&Cr=icc&Cr1=


RDC : Inquiétudes concernant la situation humanitaire et les droits de l'homme
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.07.10

10 juillet 2009 – Les opérations menées pour démanteler les groupes armés opérant dans l'Est de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) suscitent des inquiétudes, notamment quant à leur impact humanitaire sur les civils, a déclaré vendredi devant le Conseil de sécurité, le Représentant spécial du Secrétaire général en RDC, Alan Doss, estimant qu'il fallait aussi agir contre les auteurs de violences. La vague d'attaques menées en représailles par des combattants des Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR) et de l'Armée de résistance du Seigneur (LRA) a provoqué de nouveaux déplacements de civils et est à l'origine de violations graves des droits humains par les groupes armés, a dit le représentant spécial. Certaines violations ont été aussi commises par des soldats indisciplinés de l'armée nationale, les FARDC, a-t-il ajouté devant les membres du Conseil. La Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC) a cherché à améliorer la protection des civils en déployant davantage de ressources et de personnel dans les provinces affectées, a poursuivi M. Doss. Il a souligné les efforts de la MONUC pour lutter contre les violences sexuelles et celles fondées sur le genre. Alan Doss a par ailleurs salué la décision prise par les Forces armées de la RDC d'appliquer une politique de tolérance zéro à l'égard des auteurs d'actes criminels ou d'indiscipline au sein de ses rangs. « Le respect du droit humanitaire et des droits de l'homme par les FARDC est une condition préalable importante pour tout soutien de la MONUC aux opérations en cours », a-t-il martelé. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19589&Cr=Congo&Cr1=civils



Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

Ex-Rwandan leader gets life in prison for genocide
PUBLICATION: CBC
DATE: 2009.07.14

A UN war crimes tribunal sentenced a former city governor to life in prison after finding he was one of the main perpetrators of the 1994 Rwandan genocide. The Arusha-based International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda found Lt.-Col. Tharcisse Renzaho, 65, guilty of genocide, murder and rape. More than 800,000 people were massacred between April and July 1994. Most of those killed were minority Tutsis or moderate Hutus killed by Hutu militias. Renzaho was the governor of the Rwandan capital of Kigali at the time, during which he had command over the city's police force. Renzaho incited the killings and pushed Hutu soldiers, militia and civilians to set up roadblocks to intercept and kill Tutsis fleeing the violence, the court said. Renzaho was also implicated in the killings of more than 100 Tutsis at Holy Family church during the height of the genocide. He was at the site before the attack and shortly before it ended, but failed to stop the killings, said presiding Judge Erik Mose. Renzaho will appeal the convictions of five counts of genocide and crimes against humanity, said defence lawyer Francois Cantier. He had pleaded not guilty to all charges. The Tanzania-based tribunal was set up by the UN in 1994 to try those responsible for the killing. It had its first conviction in 1997. There have been 42 judgments, with six acquittals. The 1994 massacres took place after Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana's plane was mysteriously shot down over Kigali as he returned home from peace talks with Tutsi-led rebels. Hours after the crash, Hutu militias set up roadblocks across Kigali and the next day the killings began.
http://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2009/07/14/rwanda-genocide-trial841.html


Obama appelle l'Afrique à prendre son destin en main
PUBLICATION: Le Soleil
DATE: 2009.07.12

Accueilli avec une immense ferveur par la population du Ghana, en Afrique, le président des États-Unis, Barack Obama, a dressé hier un réquisitoire sans appel contre la corruption et la tyrannie. Adaptant son célèbre slogan de campagne "Yes we can", il a affirmé que l'Afrique n'avait pas besoin d'hommes forts, mais bien d'institutions fortes. 
Le chef de la Maison-Blanche a ajouté que seule la bonne gouvernance pourrait permettre à l'Afrique de libérer tout son potentiel. "Nous pensons que le Ghana peut être un extraordinaire modèle de succès à travers tout le continent", a insisté le chef de la Maison-Blanche, pour qui "le développement dépend d'une bonne gouvernance. C'est l'ingrédient qui fait défaut en trop d'endroits, depuis bien trop longtemps. C'est ce changement qui peut libérer le potentiel de l'Afrique". Il a ensuite appelé les Africains à ne plus invoquer le colonialisme pour expliquer les guerres, la maladie, le sous-développement, les pratiques antidémocratiques et la corruption. "Nous devons partir du principe que l'avenir de l'Afrique dépend des Africains", a estimé Barack Obama, ajoutant que l'Occident n'est pas responsable de "la destruction de l'économie du Zimbabwe depuis 10 ans, ni des guerres dans lesquelles des enfants sont enrôlés comme combattants". Ces conflits sont une pierre autour du cou de l'Afrique, a-t-il spécifié. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090712/ls/0907120X.htm


Ethnic clashes in China called 'a kind of genocide'
PUBLICATION: Edmonton Journal
DATE: 2009.07.14

China on Saturday raised the death toll from unrest between Han Chinese and Muslim Uighurs to 184, as riot police and armed soldiers maintained a firm grip on the flashpoint city of Urumqi. International concern about the worst ethnic violence to hit China for decades continued, with Turkey voicing the most alarm by labelling the plight of the Uighurs "a kind of genocide". A Uighur group on Saturday also called on the European Union to send observers to Xinjiang. China has sought to limit the debate over the unrest to the initial violence last Sunday, which saw thousands of Uighurs take to the streets in Urumqi amid frustration over what they say has been decades of repressive Chinese rule. The death toll from Sunday's violence in the capital of China's remote northwest Xinjiang region was 184, a regional government official said Saturday, up from a previous tally of 156. Giving the first breakdown of victims, Xinhua reported that 137 of the dead were Han, China's dominant ethnic group, 46 were Uighur and the other was a man from the Muslim Hui minority. Uighurs rampaged through the streets and attacked Han Chinese during the unrest, according to victims and witnesses AFP spoke with here and graphic footage broadcast by China's state-run television. Official news agency Xinhua on Saturday reported "a severe shortage" of blood at local hospitals after more than 1,000 injured were rushed in following the violence, with Urumqi's blood centre receiving over 1,300 donations in the week. Exiled Uighur leaders insist Sunday's protests were peaceful until security forces overreacted with deadly force, and that further deaths have occurred following Sunday's unrest. Han Chinese took to the streets of Urumqi early in the week, wielding knives, poles, meat cleavers and other makeshift weapons vowing vengeance against the Uighurs. AFP witnessed Han Chinese mobs assaulting two Uighurs in separate attacks, and Uighurs alleged many other beatings took place despite a huge security presence. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090712/edjn/0907120L.htm


Les dirigeants du G-8, réunis en sommet en Italie, déplorent les violences en Iran
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.07.08

L'AQUILA (AP) -- Réunis depuis mercredi à L'Aquila en Italie, les chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement du G-8 ont déploré mercredi les violences liées à la présidentielle iranienne du 12 juin dernier, tout en insistant sur leur engagement à rechercher une solution diplomatique concernant le contentieux nucléaire avec l'Iran. Le G-8 a aussi condamné à l'unanimité et "dans les termes les plus forts" les essais nucléaires et les tirs de missiles iraniens, orchestrés malgré les résolutions de l'ONU mais sans appeler à de nouvelles sanctions ou à des mesures plus contraignantes. "Je pense qu'il s'agit d'une déclaration forte et que cela reflète un réel sentiment de l'urgence," a déclaré William Burns, le sous-secrétaire d'Etat américain aux Affaires politiques. Les responsables présents restent "très préoccupés" par la répression des protestations en Iran, des "violences qui ont conduit à ce que des citoyens iraniens perdent la vie" et ils ôôcondamnent les déclarations du président Ahmadinejad qui nie l'Holocauste". Le président de la France, dont une enseignante est détenue en Iran depuis le 1er juillet, a parlé des "décisions (...) que nous (la France) serons amenés à prendre" si Clotilde Reiss n'était pas libérée "sur-le-champ". Mais la Russie a rejeté l'idée de nouvelles sanctions. L'Allemagne et l'Italie, qui entretiennent des relations économiques étroites avec l'Iran, n'ont pas clairement exprimé leurs positions. AP 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090709/pcf/09070930.htm


Families search for missing after Iran crackdown
PUBLICATION: Prince George Citizen
DATE: 2009.07.15

Several dozen families camp outside Iran's daunting Evin prison, trying to learn the fate of loved ones who vanished in post-election turmoil. A month into the government crackdown, the number of killed and arrested remains unknown, but human rights groups believe the death toll is far higher than the official figure of 20. Many of at least 500 known to have been arrested have disappeared in prisons, held in secret locations and barred from contact with families. Rights groups say perhaps dozens of others have not been heard of since the protests and their relatives still cannot determine whether they are now locked in a cell or dead. Over the weekend, about 50 men and women held vigil in Tehran before the gates of Evin, the main prison for political detainees, waiting for news on whether their relatives are inside, a witness told The Associated Press. Some of the women read aloud softly from the Qur'an, others chanted "God is great" from time to time. But mostly they stood silent, the witness said. "They will call you soon. Go home and wait for the phone to ring," a police officer told them. But the families remained in place. The witness spoke on condition of anonymity fearing retribution from authorities, and government restrictions imposed on the media barred photographing the gathering. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090715/pgct/09071511.htm


Croatia proclaims July 11; Remembrance day for Srebrenica to honour those killed in genocide
PUBLICATION: The Ottawa Citizen
DATE: 2009.07.11

Croatia's parliament on Friday proclaimed July 11 as a day of remembrance for genocide in Srebrenica, the Bosnian town where Serb forces killed 8,000 Muslim men and boys 14 years ago. "It is a political decision aimed at condemning a crime forever regardless of who committed it, in whose name or with which goals," deputy Semso Tankovic, who proposed the move, was quoted by the HINA news agency as saying. 
The decision follows a similar move in January by the European Parliament which proclaimed the date a day of commemoration for the Srebrenica genocide, calling on countries across the continent to support the move. Tens of thousands of Muslims are expected to gather in Srebrenica on Saturday to attend a commemoration and burial ceremony for more than 500 newly identified victims of the July 11, 1995 slaughter in the UN-protected enclave. The massacre has been termed genocide by both the International Court of Justice, which handles disputes between nations, and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Bosnian Serb wartime leader Radovan Karadzic, suspected of being the main culprit for the massacre, was detained last year and is awaiting trial before the tribunal. His army chief and co-accused Ratko Mladic is still on the run. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090711/otct/09071117.htm


La Birmanie s'engage à libérer des prisonniers politiques
PUBLICATION: pcf	
DATE: 2009.07.13

La Birmanie s'est engagée lundi à libérer des prisonniers politiques et à les autoriser à participer aux élections prévues en 2010 dans le pays. S'exprimant devant le Conseil de sécurité, l'ambassadeur birman aux Nations unies U Than Swe n'a pas précisé le nombre de ces prisonniers et n'a pas non plus dit si la prix Nobel de la paix Aung San Suu Kyi, actuellement emprisonnée, en fera partie. Toutefois, la junte militaire au pouvoir accédera aux exigences des Nations unies de tenir des pourparlers avec l'opposition et d'organiser des élections crédibles l'année prochaine, a-t-il assuré. "A la demande du secrétaire général, le gouvernement de Birmanie se prépare à accorder l'amnistie à des prisonniers pour des raisons humanitaires, avec l'objectif de leur permettre de participer aux élections générales de 2010", a déclaré U Than Swe. L'ambassadeur birman a tenté de dissuader le Conseil de sécurité d'imposer de nouvelles sanctions contre la junte, assurant que celle-ci "mettra en oeuvre toutes les recommandations appropriées que le secrétaire général a proposées". "Donc, aucune action du Conseil de sécurité n'est justifiée". 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090714/pcf/09071407.htm


 First African leader faces war crimes trial
PUBLICATION: The Guelph Mercury
DATE: 2009.07.14

Former Liberian president Charles Taylor will take the stand to assert that he was trying to bring peace to Sierra Leone with his actions during a savage civil war that left hundreds of thousands dead or mutilated, his attorney said yesterday. The first African head of state to be tried by an international court is charged with 11 counts of murder, torture, rape, sexual slavery, using child soldiers and spreading terror. Prosecutors at the United Nations-backed court say he backed Sierra Leone rebels to help gain control of the neighbouring country and strip it of its vast mineral wealth. Some of the 91 witnesses called so far have claimed Taylor shipped weapons to rebels in rice sacks in contravention of an arms embargo and in return got diamonds mined by slave labour. 
Taylor, 61, has pleaded innocent. His attorney Courtenay Griffiths said today the former leader would begin what are expected to be several weeks of testimony at the Special Court for Sierra Leone because he wanted to set the record straight. Griffiths said Taylor will testify about his "strenuous efforts to bring peace in Sierra Leone.'' 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090715/mtgz/0907152R.htm


Regain de violence en Somalie
PUBLICATION: Le Devoir
DATE: 2009.07.13

Mogadiscio - Les insurgés islamistes ont avancé hier vers le palais présidentiel à Mogadiscio, la capitale de la Somalie, lors de combats qui ont fait plusieurs dizaines de morts et environ 150 blessés, selon les autorités. Les soldats de l'Union africaine ont dû intervenir pour la première fois pour soutenir les forces gouvernementales. Les combats entre divers groupes islamistes et les forces gouvernementales se sont intensifiés au cours des dernières semaines. Hier, la capitale Mogadiscio a été le théâtre de violents affrontements, les forces gouvernementales utilisant des lance-grenades et des mitrailleuses montées sur des camionnettes pour tenter de repousser les insurgés. Un journaliste de l'Associated Press a vu plusieurs cadavres sur la ligne de front, et l'hôpital Medina, le plus grand de la ville, était submergé de blessés. «Ce sont les affrontements les plus violents dans la capitale depuis deux mois», a déclaré Duniya Ali Mohamed, employée de l'établissement. Plusieurs dizaines de militants et de soldats gouvernementaux ont été tués, selon les deux camps, même si un bilan précis était impossible à établir. Les quelque 4300 militaires de l'Union africaine en poste à Mogadiscio ont été contraints de prendre part aux combats lorsque les militants ont avancé dans le nord de la ville, à environ un kilomètre du palais présidentiel, et directement menacé leurs positions, a indiqué Bahoku Barigye, porte-parole de la force de paix de l'UA. «Nos troupes étaient en danger immédiat, donc nous avons dû agir de manière limitée», a-t-il déclaré. «Cela ne signifie pas que nous nous impliquions complètement dans les combats». 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090713/le/0907130U.htm



 Taylor denies role in crimes

PUBLICATION: Red Deer Advocate
DATE: 2009.07.15

His combat fatigues were replaced by a dark suit and tie, and the tinted aviator glasses gave the former Liberian leader a haughty air as he took the stand to emphatically denounce the war crimes charges against him as "disinformation, misinformation, lies, rumours." Charles Taylor, once one of West Africa's most powerful men, is charged with 11 counts of murder, torture, rape, sexual slavery and the use of child soldiers and terrorism in his role backing rebels in Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 civil war. An estimated 500,000 people were the victims of killings, systematic mutilation or other atrocities in that war, with some of the worst crimes committed by child soldiers who were drugged to desensitize them. The 61-year-old Taylor spoke Tuesday with the confidence of a practiced politician as he began his defence by portraying himself as a peacemaker rather than the cannibalistic warlord described by prosecutors at the U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone. "I am not guilty of all these charges, not even a minute part of these charges," he said from the witness stand, raising his voice in anger. "This whole case is a case of deceit, deception and lies." Like other deposed leaders before him who faced judgment - Yugoslavia's Slobodan Milosevic and Iraq's Saddam Hussein - Taylor used his day in court to display devotion to his people and deflect allegations of wrongdoing. Critics say the courts have been too lenient, giving men who led their countries into mayhem a chance to rewrite history. Many legal experts faulted Milosevic's judges for letting the Serbian virtually seize control of the trial, which ended prematurely in 2006 when he died of a heart attack. Prosecutors called 91 witnesses in pressing their case that Taylor provided arms, money and political support to Sierra Leone rebels in exchange for that country's mineral wealth, encouraging them to terrorize the countryside to suppress any opposition. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090715/rd/09071523.htm


