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Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci

~Team APPG / Équipe GPM

 
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

1. Will to Intervene
2. 2009 Genocide Education Institute: Global Citizenship Through Genocide Education
3. Meet the survivors, discover their works
4. Photo exposition with Stéphanie Lapointe

REPORTS - RAPPORTS

1. Police Reform in Southern Sudan - Measuring the public's sense of security
2. Faced with a gun, what can you do?

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

	



· Tribal attack in Sudan leaves 185 dead
· Qui veut sauver le Darfour 
· Darfur activists worry Obama administration easing pressure on Sudan
· Mandat renouvelé
· Too Soon To Return Home, Say DarfuriansDisplaced Question U.S. Envoy's Advice
· Darfour : La situation reste calme malgré quelques actes de banditisme 


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Latest Tragic Symbol of an Unhealed Congo: Male Rape VictimsRDC : L'ambassadeur de bonne volonté Laport horrifié par les violences contre les femmes 
· Millions believed dead in African conflict
· RDC : La MONUC a déployé 40 équipes de protection dans l'Est depuis février
· A Conflict's Deadly Ripple Effects Fighting in Congo Has Killed Millions, Most of Them Succumbing To Displacement, Flights Through Harsh Jungles and Lack of Care
· ‘Resource Curse’ should be key focus of Clinton’s Africa visit


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles
· Tories Elected to Set Foreign Policy: Cannon 
· Le bilan contrasté du Tribunal international sur le Rwanda
· Former Khmer Rouge medic says hundreds of prisoners died from torture wounds in Cambodia
· NAZIS Far from being systematically tracked down, most former Nazis have been left unhindered, finds James Holland
· Washington promet à Israël d'infliger des sanctions à l'Iran en cas de refus de dialogue
· Iran announces first trials of protesters amid anger over prisoner abuse
· Somalie : Le gouvernement a besoin d'un fort soutien international
· Serb war crimes suspect 'within reach': prosecutor
· Ancienne esclave sexuelle au Cambodge, Somaly Mam se bat pour mettre fin au trafic des mineurs
· Federal appeals court upholds ban of 2 German organizations accused of Holocaust denial
· Rights group says Sri Lanka's detention of civilians in camps is illegal; urges their release 

 



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


1. Will to Intervene

DATE:2009.10.01
TIME/HEURE: 9:00-12:00
LOCATION/LIEU: tba
INFORMATION: http://migs.concordia.ca/W2IInfo.html

W2I is a crucial initiative that focuses on the prevention of genocide and other crimes against humanity. After the terrible events that took place in Rwanda and Kosovo, genocide experts seek to understand how to pressure political leaders to stop crimes against humanity before they escalate into genocide.The goal of W2I is to understand how to operationalize the principles of the Canadian-sponsored Report of the International Commission on Intervention and States Sovereignty on the Responsibility to Protect. Research will focus on how to better mobilize domestic political will in Canada and the United States. Furthermore, practical tools will be designed for nongovernmental agencies, the media, interested groups, and the general public so they can effectively pressure governments to take action to prevent future genocides and other crimes against humanity.


2. 2009 Genocide Education Institute: Global Citizenship Through Genocide Education

DATE:2009.07.27
TIME/HEURE: all day
LOCATION/LIEU: University of Toronto
INFORMATION: inquiries@genocideeducation.ca

Join the Canadian Centre for Genocide Education for the 2009 Genocide Education Institute in Toronto, Ontario. During the five-day Institute, teachers learn not only with each other, but with some of Canada's most renowned scholars of genocide and with long-time educators of genocide. And, teachers will also have the opportunity to meet survivors of genocide.  The Institute is designed to encourage teachers to teach the lessons of genocide and to help prepare them to effectively and appropriately communicate these lessons in the classroom.

http://sdcanada.org/en/events.html?c=Toronto&l=en#anc140


3. Meet the survivors, discover their works

DATE:2009.08.23
TIME/HEURE: 13:00
LOCATION/LIEU: The Montreal Holocaust Memorial Centre - 5151, Côte-Ste-Catherine Road
INFORMATION: http://www.mhmc.ca/en/events/view/13

The Holocaust through the words of survivors - Come meet the authors at the first book fair of Montreal survivor memoirs. Over 15 author-survivors will share the impact the Holocaust had on their lives. Members of the public will be able to consult with the authors and purchase their books on site.

This is a unique opportunity to listen to and discover the history of the Holocaust from the perspective of those who experienced it. Montreal became home to the third largest refugee population of Holocaust survivors in the world,  after the war and unfortunately, many have since passed away. These memoirs serve as their legacy to fellow Montrealers.

Survivors have published their memoirs with the support of their families, Associations, or foundations such as the Azrieli Foundation. However, many of these works remain unknown, with a small circulation.


4. Photo exposition with Stéphanie Lapointe

DATE:2009.08.07-2009.08.20
TIME/HEURE: Monday-Friday: 8:30am-4:30pm; Saturday: 10am-4pm
LOCATION/LIEU: Montreal City Hall (274, rue Notre-Dame East)
INFORMATION: http://sdcanada.org/en/events.html?c=Montreal,%20Quebec&l=en#anc144

The singer Stéphanie Lapointe, along with a team of filmmakers, will be presenting an exposition of photographs taken in Darfur from August 7 to August 22, inclusive, at the Montréal City Hall. A variety of situations will be presented, accompanied by brief narratives and video clips which reflect the different visions of the crisis which has gripped Sudan for nearly six years.


REPORTS - RAPPORTS

1. Police Reform in Southern Sudan - Measuring the public's sense of security

PUBLICATION: North-South Institute
DATE: 2009.07.20
FULL REPORT: http://www.nsi-ins.ca/english/publications/policy_briefs.asp

This four page brief draws on NSI's work on security sector reform in Southern Sudan, and highlights key research findings and recommendations.


2. Faced with a gun, what can you do?

PUBLICATION: Global Witness
DATE: 2009.07.21
FULL REPORT: http://www.globalwitness.org/media_library_detail.php/786/en/global_witness_report_faced_with_a_gun_what_can_yo

The militarisation of mining in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is prolonging the armed conflict which has been tearing the country apart for more than 12 years. In many parts of the provinces of North and South Kivu, armed groups and the Congolese national army control the trade in cassiterite (tin ore), gold, columbite-tantalite (coltan), wolframite (a source of tungsten) and other minerals. The unregulated nature of the mining sector in eastern DRC, combined with the breakdown of law and order and the devastation caused by the war, has meant that these groups have had unrestricted access to these minerals and have been able to establish lucrative trading networks. The profits they make through this plunder enable some of the most violent armed groups to survive. In their broader struggle to seize economic, political and military power, all the main warring partiesi have carried out the most horrific human rights abuses, including widespread killings of unarmed civilians, rape, torture and looting, recruitment of child soldiers to fight in their ranks, and forced displacement of hundreds of thousands of people. The lure of eastern Congo’s mineral riches is one of the factors spurring them on. By the time these minerals reach their ultimate destinations – the international markets in Europe, Asia, North America and elsewhere – their origin, and the suffering caused by this trade, has long been forgotten.

--

La militarisation de l’activité minière dans l’est de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) contribue à perpétuer un conflit armé qui déchire le pays depuis plus de douze ans. Dans de nombreuses régions des provinces du Nord et du Sud-Kivu, ce sont des groupes armés et l’armée nationale congolaise qui contrôlent le commerce de la cassitérite (minerai d’étain), de l’or, du colombotantale (coltan), de la wolframite (source de tungstène) et d’autres minerais. Du fait de l’absence de réglementation du secteur minier dans l’est de la RDC, de l’effondrement de l’ordre public et des ravages de la guerre, ces groupes bénéficient d’un accès illimité aux minerais et ont réussi à établir des réseaux commerciaux lucratifs. Les profits issus de ce pillage permettent à certains des groupes armés les plus violents de survivre. D’une manière plus générale, la lutte visant à s’emparer du pouvoir économique, politique et militaire a mené l’ensemble des principales parties belligérantesi à commettre d’atroces atteintes aux droits de l’homme, notamment de nombreux meurtres de civils non armés, des viols, des actes de torture et de pillage, le recrutement d’enfants soldats pour combattre dans leurs rangs et le déplacement forcé de centaines de milliers d’individus. L’attrait exercé par les richesses minérales de l’est du Congo est l’un des facteurs qui les incite à perpétrer de tels actes. Une fois que ces  minerais ont atteint leur destination finale – les marchés internationaux d’Europe, d’Asie, d’Amérique du Nord ou d’ailleurs –, leur origine et la souffrance engendrée par leur commerce sont déjà oubliées depuis fort longtemps.

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

	



Tribal attack in Sudan leaves 185 dead
PUBLICATION: Guelph Mercury
DATE: 2009.08.04

Armed tribes people attacked a fishing village in southeast Sudan where hundreds of displaced people were camped near a river, leaving at least 185 people, most of them women and children, dead in the worst violence in three months, a southern Sudan official said Monday. A flare-up of tribal clashes in south Sudan over cattle and territory has left more 1,000 people killed so far this year. The violence is separate from the six-year-old conflict between rebels and government forces in Darfur, the vast western region of Sudan. U.N. and local officials expressed concern that the violence in the south, which has increasingly targeted women and children, could hamper preparation for national and presidential elections scheduled for April 2010. The elections are a key component of a deal that ended a 21-year civil war between Sudan's north and south in 2005. If violence prevents the voting, that could re-open a path to war. The peace agreement created a semiautonomous government in the south, battered by the war and flooded with guns. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090804/gumr/09080404.htm


Qui veut sauver le Darfour ?
PUBLICATION: Le Monde diplomatique
DATE: 2009.08.01

Le succès du mouvement Sauvons le Darfour (Save Darfur) rappelle d'autres épisodes de l'histoire des mobilisations populaires aux Etats-Unis : les mouvements antiguerre des années 1960 ou ceux qui dénonçaient l'apartheid dans les années 1980. Mais il s'en distingue à bien des égards. D'abord, parce qu'il n'est pas pacifiste. Ses slogans parlent d'eux-mêmes : " Que l'armée intervienne ! ", " Quittons l'Irak ! Allons au Darfour ! "... Un responsable de l'action humanitaire de l'Organisation des Nations unies (ONU), interrogé au Soudan sur la part des 15 millions de dollars récoltés par Sauvons le Darfour qui était vraiment parvenue en Afrique, m'a répondu : " Zéro. " De retour à New York, j'ai appelé le siège du mouvement à Washington pour vérifier. " Nous ne sommes pas un bureau d'aide, m'entendis-je répliquer, notre but est seulement de plaider la cause des Darfouris." Né en 2004, Sauvons le Darfour coaliserait, selon son site Internet, cent quatre-vingts associations - à l'origine, essentiellement des mouvements religieux, en particulier juifs et évangéliques - et mobiliserait 130 millions de personnes. Il prétend que le gouvernement du président Omar Al-Bachir perpétue un génocide dans l'ouest du Soudan depuis 2003 (1). Par ses pressions répétées et ses relais médiatiques autant que politiques, le mouvement a obtenu du gouvernement américain qu'il reprenne cette incrimination, avec toute sa charge symbolique, en 2004 (2). 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090801/md/09080109.htm

Darfur activists worry Obama administration easing pressure on Sudan
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.08.01

WASHINGTON _ Darfur activists are concerned that the latest comments by the Obama administration's special envoy for Sudan are a sign the United States is easing pressure on Khartoum. They are also expressing impatience over the administration's delay of a policy review on Sudan after President Barack Obama's promise as a candidate of immediate action on Darfur. On Thursday, the special envoy, Scott Gration, appeared to argue for easing sanctions when he told lawmakers at a Senate hearing that there is no evidence to back up the U.S. designation of Sudan as a state sponsor of terrorism. He said that the sanctions were hindering his work and called the terrorism designation ``a political decision.'' 
On Friday, the State Department said that it still considers Sudan a sponsor of terrorism. Recently, Gration also irked U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice when he said the situation in Darfur was no longer a ``genocide'' but reflected the ``remnants of genocide.'' Gration believes that the violence that has killed up to 300,000 people and displaced 2.7 million has subsided. Those comments have provoked outrage among some activists. Immediately after the hearing, John Norris, the executive director of the Enough Project, an anti-genocide advocacy group said the comments sent the wrong signal. ``I am sure his statements will be received with something akin to glee in Khartoum,'' he said. 
Indeed, the Sudanese government on Friday called Gration's comments on the terrorism list a ``positive signal.'' ``The Darfuris who I talk to are beside themselves with worry about these statements by Gration,'' said Eric Cohen, the chair of the Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur. ``Time after time, he seems to be speaking the lines of the Sudanese government.'' 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090802/cpw/09080280.htm


Mandat renouvelé
PUBLICATION: La Presse
DATE: 2009.07.31

Le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU a décidé hier à l'unanimité de prolonger d'un an le mandat de la mission de la force de maintien de la paix ONU-Union africaine au Darfour (Minuad), région du Soudan en proie à la guerre civile. Le Conseil a adopté une résolution rédigée par les Britanniques qui décide "d'étendre le mandat de la Minuad (...) pour encore 12 mois jusqu'au 31 juillet 2010" et incite la force à faire le plein usage de ses capacités pour protéger les civils au Darfour et garantir "un accès humanitaire sûr, en temps adéquat et sans entraves". La résolution appelle les parties en conflit au Darfour à lever les obstacles à la mission de l'ONU, et demande explicitement au gouvernement soudanais de fournir visas et autorisations de vols pour les membres de l'Unamid.

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090731/la/0907310I.htm


Too Soon To Return Home, Say DarfuriansDisplaced Question U.S. Envoy's Advice
PUBLICATION: The Washington Post
DATE: 2009.08.06

The Obama administration's Sudan envoy is facing growing resistance to a suggestion he made recently to civilians displaced from Darfur that they should start planning to go back to their villages. Darfurian civilians and U.N. relief agencies say it is still too dangerous to return to the region where a six-year-long conflict has led to the deaths of more than 300,000 people. In the latest sign of tension, Sheik al-Tahir, a leader at Kalma, one of Darfur's largest camps for displaced people, said Tuesday that homeless civilians would protest retired Air Force Maj. Gen. J. Scott Gration's strategy for resolving the conflict and his assertion in June that genocide in Darfur has ended. Tahir and other camp leaders have accused Gration of taking the side of the Sudanese government, which has been seeking to dismantle the camps. Gration denied this week that he is seeking to send Darfur's displaced into harm's way, saying he was simply urging Darfurians and the United Nations to begin preparations for return. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090806/wapo/09080619.htm


Darfour : La situation reste calme malgré quelques actes de banditisme
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.08.03

Des incidents mineurs de banditisme et des vols de voiture continuent d’être signalés dans la province du Nord-Darfour (Soudan) mais la situation en matière de sécurité reste calme, a indiqué lundi l’Opération hybride UA-ONU au Darfour (MINUAD). Par ailleurs, le représentant spécial conjoint adjoint, Henry Anyidoho, s’est rendu dimanche dans le camp de déplacés de Kalma, près de Nyala, dans la province du Sud-Darfour, a indiqué la MINUAD. Il a pu inspecter les progrès réalisés par les ingénieurs de la MINUAD après les récentes inondations. Le représentant spécial conjoint adjoint a aussi rencontré des leaders traditionnels avec qui il a discuté des conditions de vie dans les camps ainsi que du programme de retour volontaire des déplacés. Il a aussi remis aux représentants de la société civile 250.000 dollars provenant du budget de la mission pour des projets à impact rapide. Cet argent doit servir à construire des salles de classe, des salles de bain et des pompes à eau dans 14 camps de déplacés à travers le Darfour.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19766&Cr=darfour&Cr1=soudan


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

Latest Tragic Symbol of an Unhealed Congo: Male Rape Victims
PUBLICATION: The New York Times
DATE: 2009.08.05

It was around 11 p.m. when armed men burst into Kazungu Ziwa's hut, put a machete to his throat and yanked down his pants. Mr. Ziwa is a tiny man, about four feet, six inches tall. He tried to fight back, but said he was quickly beaten down. "Then they raped me," he said. "It was horrible, physically. I was dizzy. My thoughts just left me." For years, the thickly forested hills and clear, deep lakes of eastern Congo have been a reservoir of atrocities. Now, it seems, there is another growing problem: men raping men. According to Oxfam, Human Rights Watch, United Nations officials and several Congolese aid organizations, the number of men who have been raped has risen sharply in recent months, a consequence of joint Congo-Rwanda military operations against rebels that have uncapped an appalling level of violence against civilians. Aid workers struggle to explain the sudden spike in male rape cases. The best answer, they say, is that the sexual violence against men is yet another way for armed groups to humiliate and demoralize Congolese communities into submission. The United Nations already considers eastern Congo the rape capital of the world, and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton is expected to hear from survivors on her visit to the country next week. Hundreds of thousands of women have been sexually assaulted by the various warring militias haunting these hills, and right now this area is going through one of its bloodiest periods in years. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090805/nytm/09080537.htm


	



	


RDC : L'ambassadeur de bonne volonté Laport horrifié par les violences contre les femmes 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.08.04

Ambassadeur de bonne volonté du Haut Commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés (UNHCR) depuis 2006, l'acteur populaire Uruguayen Osvaldo Laport a effectué sa première mission sur le terrain en dehors de l'Amérique latine dans la province agitée du Nord-Kivu en République Démocratique du Congo (RDC) où les violences contre les femmes lui ont fait l'effet d'un cauchemar. « Je recherchai depuis quelque temps une cause à laquelle donner un pourcentage des revenus que je tirais d'un nouveau parfum portant mon nom. En 2004, des amis ont suggéré le HCR. J'ai fait des recherches sur le travail de l'agence jusqu'au moment où j'ai décidé de m'investir. Un des éléments qui m'a le plus touché est que la majorité des personnes sous la protection du HCR sont des femmes et des enfants », a déclaré l'acteur lors d'une interview avec le HCR. « Lorsque j'ai été nommé Ambassadeur de bonne volonté, mon parfum était vendu sous le nom de "Un temps pour la paix." C'était une merveilleuse coïncidence vu qu'un des objectifs principaux du HCR est la recherche de la paix pour que les personnes qui ont du fuir leur pays puissent y retourner un jour », a-t-il dit. 
 http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19776&Cr=Congo&Cr1=femmes


Millions believed dead in African conflict
PUBLICATION: Waterloo Region Record
DATE: 2009.08.06

A staggering 5.4 million people may have died in a long-festering conflict in the eastern Congo in Africa, estimates suggest. The death toll is based on five mortality surveys conducted since 2000 by the International Rescue Committee, an aid group. Authors of the surveys say they are 95 per cent certain that 3.5 million to 7.8 million people have died since 1998, as a direct or indirect result of the conflict. 
Leading causes of death were easily treatable conditions such as malaria, fevers, diarrhea, acute respiratory tract infections, neonatal deaths, tuberculosis, measles and malnutrition. "In one village I visited, in 20 homes there were 20 deaths" in recent months, said Rick Brennan, one of the survey authors. "Imagine going into 20 households in your neighbourhood and there being 20 deaths. . . . People are dying quietly, anonymously." The conflict began when the 1994 genocide in neighbouring Rwanda sent a flood of refugees and militia across the border. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090806/kwrc/0908060Q.htm


RDC : La MONUC a déployé 40 équipes de protection dans l'Est depuis février
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.08.05

La Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC) a indiqué jeudi avoir déployé depuis février une quarantaine d'équipes de protection des civils dans les Kivus, à l'Est de la RDC. Ces équipes comprennent des employés chargés de la protection de l'enfance, de l'information et des affaires civiles. Ils sont chargés d'aider à assurer une meilleure protection aux civils à travers des systèmes d'alerte identifiant les menaces potentielles contre ces derniers, ce qui permet aux casques bleus de réagir rapidement pour les contrecarrer. La Mission des Nations Unies a également indiqué que son chef, le représentant spécial du Secrétaire général, Alan Doss, était à Kigali (Rwanda) pour une visite de travail la semaine dernière. Il y a rencontré le Président rwandais Paul Kagame, ainsi que les ministres des affaires étrangères et de la défense. Ils ont discuté de désarmement, des opérations conjointes de l'ONU et de l'armée congolaise contre les groupes armés illégaux dans l'Est de la RDC, et du rapatriement volontaire dans leur pays d'origine de citoyens rwandais vivant en RDC.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19785&Cr=RDC&Cr1=


A Conflict's Deadly Ripple Effects Fighting in Congo Has Killed Millions, Most of Them Succumbing To Displacement, Flights Through Harsh Jungles and Lack of Care
PUBLICATION: The Washington Post
DATE: 2009.08.02

WALIKALE, Congo -- Death came quietly for Bahanuzi Mihigo. Unconscious from a soaring fever, his body full of infection, the 36-year- old farmer lay under a white hospital tent in this tiny village, a place that floats like an island in a vast sea of roadless jungle. It was a cool evening, and the fighting that had chased Mihigo from his home was far away now. Still, its aftermath surrounded him in the tent, where ants crawled up the wooden posts of beds occupied by others weak or dying from their own jungle odysseys: three babies listless with malaria; a woman wheezing from tuberculosis; another with a raging infection ballooning her left arm. Justin Balaluka, Mihigo's friend, sat with him into the night, noticing how he had changed. He looked old, exhausted. Just before 11 p.m., Mihigo trembled slightly and, as Balaluka put it, "lost the spirit." Though doctors listed the cause of death as suspected typhoid fever, Balaluka, 26, who fled through the jungle for weeks with Mihigo, named another. "I blame the war," he said. By some estimates, at least 5 million Congolese have died in more than a decade of conflict touched off by the 1994 genocide in neighboring Rwanda, which sent a flood of militiamen across the border into mineral-rich eastern Congo. Although the conflict has surged, receded and changed over time -- at some points involving eight countries and at others breaking into smaller conflicts among a mess of armed groups -- the cumulative death toll in eastern Congo is the largest since World War II. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090802/wapo/0908020I.htm


‘Resource Curse’ should be key focus of Clinton’s Africa visit

PUBLICATION: Global Witness
DATE: 2009.08.05

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton should put a strong emphasis on how best to manage natural resource wealth and avoid conflict and corruption on her official tour of Africa this week, said campaign group Global Witness today. Among the seven countries she will visit, Angola, Liberia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Nigeria are key examples of how abundant natural resource wealth - such as oil, minerals, and timber - can be more of a curse than a blessing, causing or exacerbating conflict and corruption. 

http://www.globalwitness.org/media_library_detail.php/795/en/resource_curse_should_be_key_focus_of_clintons_africa_visit


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

Tories Elected to Set Foreign Policy: Cannon 
PUBLICATION: EmbassyMag
DATE: 2009.08.05

Foreign Affairs Minister Lawrence Cannon has shot back at critics and federal civil servants upset over the government's recent changes to Canadian foreign policy language reported in Embassy. In an interview on July 30, the minister said some of the modifications are semantics, but acknowledged that others are designed to move the country's foreign policy in a direction decided by the government. Either way, he said the government's actions are what matter. Others, however, have questioned whether Mr. Cannon fully understands the implications of the changes being made, and have called on the government to bring the issue into the public to be debated in front of all Canadians. Last week, Embassy reported that terms such as "gender equality" and "child soldiers" were being stricken from the language employed by Canada's foreign service. From now on, diplomats are to use the terms "equality of men and women" and "children in armed conflict". In addition, "international humanitarian law" would now be simply "international law" and, in one specific example, the words "impunity" and "justice" would not be used when calling for an end to sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Instead, there would be calls only for efforts to "prevent" sexual violence. 

http://www.embassymag.ca/page/view/tories_elected_foreign_policy-8-5-2009


Le bilan contrasté du Tribunal international sur le Rwanda
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.08.06

A l'horizon 2011, le Tribunal pénal international pour le Rwanda (TPIR), créé par le Conseil de sécurité des Nations unies après le génocide des Tutsi et l'élimination d'opposants hutu en 1994, devrait fermer ses portes. Il offre un bilan contrasté. Perçu comme un Tribunal de vainqueurs, il ne s'est pas affranchi de l'opposition ethnique entre Hutu et Tutsi en réunissant les victimes dans un même combat face aux extrémistes. Lors d'un colloque intitulé " Le TPIR, modèle ou contre-modèle de la justice internationale ? ", une cinquantaine de représentants du Tribunal international, réunis à Genève pendant trois jours, ont tenté d'établir, à huis clos, un premier bilan. Depuis sa création, le 8 novembre 1994, 90 responsables et exécutants du génocide - ministres, officiers supérieurs, préfets, miliciens, etc. - ont été mis en accusation. Sur le papier, les travaux du Tribunal sont un succès. En réalité, quinze ans après sa création, le Tribunal ne s'est pas affranchi de la dualité rwandaise - Hutu-Tutsi - terreau du génocide, des massacres et des dictatures successives. " Réconcilier les criminels avec les victimes, cette réconciliation-là, je n'en veux pas !, a affirmé lors du colloque Nkiko Nsgengimana, expert auprès du Tribunal. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090806/lm/09080607.htm


Former Khmer Rouge medic says hundreds of prisoners died from torture wounds in Cambodia
PUBLICATION: cpw	
DATE: 2009.08.03

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia _ A former medic at the most notorious Khmer Rouge prison in Cambodia told a genocide tribunal he treated people with missing fingernails and toenails, saying Monday that hundreds of prisoners died from torture wounds. Sek Dorn, 48, testified at the trial of Kaing Guek Eav _ better known as Duch _ who headed the S-21 prison in Phnom Penh. Up to 16,000 people were tortured under Duch's command and later were taken away to be killed during the Khmer Rouge's 1975-1979 rule. Only a handful survived. ``There were many prisoners who were wounded and died. There were probably hundreds,'' Sek Dorn said. He told the court he was assigned to distribute medicine and clean wounds of the detainees for a year, along with three other medics who were also in their teens. ``The majority of them had wounds and sores on their bodies, especially on their backs and their heads. Some of their fingernails and toenails were missing,'' he said. ``They were wounded by torture.'' Sek Dorn said he did not personally witness the torture, but saw the effects during medical treatment. ``I did not dare ask them in detail,'' the former medic said. ``I was afraid that I would be seen by the guards and I would be killed.'' Sek Dorn said he gave the wounded traditional medicine, which was produced by Khmer Rouge medical staff. Some 1.7 million Cambodians died of torture, execution, disease and starvation during the Khmer Rouge's rule, during which the Maoist ideologues emptied cities and forced virtually the entire population to work on farm collectives. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090804/cpw/0908049R.htm


NAZIS Far from being systematically tracked down, most former Nazis have been left unhindered, finds James Holland
PUBLICATION: The Daily Telegraph
DATE: 2009.08.02

The perceived wisdom about Nazi hunting goes something like this: after the war, elaborate rat-lines called 'Odessa' and 'Spider' were established that enabled SS men to escape from the clutches of the Allies. Most ended up in South America, living in luxury haciendas thanks to Nazi loot. However, the hunt continued, with dogged investigators tracking them down and eventually bringing a large number to justice. Amongst these hunters, the name of Simon Wiesenthal - a Jewish death camp survivor responsible for bringing in thousands of former Nazis - stands out . 
This overview, as Guy Walters authoritatively shows, is mostly bunkum. There were loose and rather haphazard organisations that helped former Nazis flee Europe, but no Odessa or Spider and certainly nothing as developed and far-reaching as the myth would have it. Yes, a number did eventually reach South America, but most lived in shabby parts of town and had barely a bean. There was a vague attempt to track down former Nazis after the war, but it was half-hearted to put it mildly. 
A considerable number of Nazi war-criminals discovered that rather than going to great extremes to get to Argentina, they were better off offering their services to the Allies instead, enabling them not only to remain in their homeland but also providing them with decent salaries too. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090802/ukdt/0908020J.htm


Washington promet à Israël d'infliger des sanctions à l'Iran en cas de refus de dialogue
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.08.06

Après la carotte, le bâton. C'est peu dire que la politique de la main tendue de Barack Obama envers l'Iran avait été peu appréciée par des dirigeants israéliens persuadés de son inanité. Le gouvernement de Benjamin Nétanyahou a salué le nouveau message, plus ferme, que sont venus lui présenter, il y a quelques jours, les principaux conseillers du président américain. Robert Gates, secrétaire à la défense, et le général Jim Jones, conseiller pour la sécurité nationale du chef de la Maison Blanche, ont indiqué que si Téhéran ne répond pas à l'offre de dialogue de Washington d'ici à la fin septembre, au moment où se tiendra l'Assemblée générale des Nations unies, et persiste à poursuivre son programme nucléaire soupçonne de contenir un volet militaire, les Etats-Unis prendront l'initiative de réunir une coalition internationale pour imposer des sanctions beaucoup plus drastiques à l'Iran. Au premier rang de celles-ci figure un dispositif pour empêcher Téhéran d'importer de l'essence. S'il peut paraître paradoxal de tabler sur la dépendance pétrolière d'un pays qui détient les deuxièmes réserves mondiales de pétrole, la réalité est plus complexe : l'Iran consomme un demi-million de barils de produits pétroliers par jour, dont 40 % sont importés, en raison de la vétusté des installations de raffinage. Le prix à la pompe est l'un des plus bas du monde, mais un blocus sur l'essence importée par Téhéran pourrait avoir des conséquences sociales et politiques. Dans un pays en proie à un climat post-électoral délétère, le pouvoir peut d'autant moins se risquer à infliger à la population un possible renchérissement du coût de la vie. Si personne, à Washington, ne s'est exprimé officiellement à ce sujet, certains experts proches du Parti républicain tablent sur une révolte de la " rue iranienne " que ne manquerait pas, selon eux, de provoquer une pénurie d'essence. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090806/lm/0908060J.htm


Iran announces first trials of protesters amid anger over prisoner abuse
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.07.29

CAIRO _ Iran's leadership faced sharp criticism Wednesday from top clerics and even conservative supporters over prison abuses, including detainee deaths and the brutal beatings of protesters arrested in the post-election crackdown. In a move likely to anger the opposition, officials announced the first trials will begin Saturday, with the prosecution of around 20 protesters. They include some accused of sending images of the unrest to the media. Top pro-reform politicians will be tried later for allegedly ordering riots, officials said. The opposition has said detainees were tortured to extract false confessions for the courts. The bodies of several young protesters have been turned over to their families in recent weeks, all showing signs of beatings or other abuse while in custody, according to pro-opposition Web sites, citing accounts from relatives. Among them was the son of a prominent conservative, which has brought a wave of criticism from the camp that generally backs the government. Opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi and his allies were planning a ceremony Thursday in the sprawling Behesht-e Zahra cemetery outside Tehran to honour those who died in the fierce suppression of the protests. Supporters also plan rallies in various parts of the capital _ raising the likelihood of new clashes with security forces. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090730/cpw/090730AR.htm


Somalie : Le gouvernement a besoin d'un fort soutien international

PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.08.06

Le gouvernement somalien a besoin d'un fort soutien international, a déclaré jeudi le représentant spécial de l'ONU pour la Somalie, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, qui a salué la rencontre le même jour au Kenya entre la Secrétaire d'Etat américaine, Hillary Rodham Clinton, et le Président somalien, Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed. 
« La rencontre aujourd'hui à Nairobi est de très grande importance », a estimé M. Ould-Abdallah. Selon lui, elle est un « signe fort de soutien à la paix et à la stabilité en Somalie comme le prévoit l'Accord de Djibouti ». « Le gouvernement a besoin d'un fort soutien pour poursuivre le dialogue avec les diverses parties et pour améliorer la sécurité ». « Le temps est venu pour les pays, les groupes, les individus et en particulier pour les empêcheurs de tourner en rond de montrer davantage de compréhension et de respect à l'égard de la Somalie et d'aider sa population à reconstruire la société et le pays. Respecter la Somalie ne signifie pas recycler des propositions pour organiser encore et encore des 'conférences nationales inclusives' », a ajouté M. Ould-Abdallah.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19792&Cr=somalie&Cr1=


Serb war crimes suspect 'within reach': prosecutor
PUBLICATION: Edmonton Journal
DATE: 2009.07.30

Europe's most-wanted war crimes suspect has been on the run longer than Osama bin Laden. But after more than a decade of looking the other way, Serb authorities say they are finally closing in on Gen. Ratko Mladic, the Bosnian Serb commander charged with genocide and other crimes from the Balkan wars of the 1990s. "He's somewhere within reach," said Vladimir Vukcevic, Serbia's prosecutor in charge of investigating war crimes committed during the breakup of the former Yugoslavia. Vukcevic said he could not yet pinpoint the fugitive general's location but that it was clear Mladic was in Serbia, adding: "Absolutely, I'm optimistic we're nearing the end. It must be done by the end of the year." For years, Serb officials have said they were doing their best to catch Mladic and extradite him to the Netherlands, where he has been indicted by a UN tribunal for crimes against humanity and other offences. And skepticism remains deep here that the man many nationalist Serbs still consider a hero will be arrested any time soon, despite a$5-million reward offered by the U. S. government. But Serb and European Union officials said that political conditions have shifted decisively against Mladic and that investigators, for the first time, have reconstructed his movements from the end of the Bosnian war in 1995 until 2006, when he was last confirmed to be in Serbia. Also working against Mladic: the July 2008 arrest in Belgrade of fellow fugitive Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb political leader who prosecutors say worked hand-in-hand with the general to carry out a campaign of ethnic cleansing against Bosnian Muslims and Croats. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090730/edjn/0907300N.htm

 Ancienne esclave sexuelle au Cambodge, Somaly Mam se bat pour mettre fin au trafic des mineurs
PUBLICATION: Le Soleil
DATE: 2009.08.05

Si l'enfer sur terre existe, il ressemble probablement à l'endroit où Somaly Mam a vu son enfance être sacrifiée : les bordels du Cambodge. Au bout du fil de Toronto où Le Soleil l'a jointe jeudi, Somaly Mam a un sourire dans la voix, parle un français impeccable et n'a que des bons mots pour le Canada qu'elle visite pour la première fois. "Je suis très émue par l'attitude de gens ici", dit-elle d'entrée de jeu. Un accueil qui fait chaud au coeur pour celle dont l'histoire de vie n'a rien de jojo. Née au Cambodge, probablement en 1970, Somaly Mam ne connaît pas son âge exact. Pas plus que son vrai nom. Orpheline, elle a suivi un homme qui prétendait être son grand-père. D'abord "utilisée" comme servante, elle a, dès l'âge de 12 ans, été vendue à un bordel de Phnom Penh. Pendant des années, elle sera violée et battue quotidiennement. Elle a souvent tenté de s'enfuir. "Mais chaque fois, j'arrivais dans des familles qui m'ont revendue. J'avais fini par me dire que j'étais mieux dans les bordels. Il y avait les maquereaux et les clients qui me battaient, mais au moins, j'étais avec des amies qui avaient la même vie que moi." 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090805/ls/0908051S.htm

 Federal appeals court upholds ban of 2 German organizations accused of Holocaust denial
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.08.05

BERLIN _ A German federal appeals court says it has upheld a government ban of two organizations accused of Holocaust denial. The Federal Administrative Court ruled Wednesday that last year's ban of the groups Collegium Humanum and Bauernhilfe e.V. was justified. The court ruled the organizations were in violation of German criminal and constitutional law. The Interior Ministry banned both organizations last May, describing them as ``reservoirs of organized Holocaust deniers.'' The ministry says their activities included ``disseminating anti-Semitic propaganda and praising the tyranny of the Nazis'' over the Internet, as well as in printed leaflets. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090806/cpw/09080610.htm

Rights group says Sri Lanka's detention of civilians in camps is illegal; urges their release
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.07.29

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka _ A human rights group demanded Wednesday that Sri Lanka immediately free nearly 300,000 ethnic Tamil civilians held in government-run camps in the island's north, saying the detentions are illegal. The civilians were displaced in the final months of fighting in the nation's quarter-century civil war between the government, dominated by the Sinhalese majority, and the Tamil Tiger rebels, fighting for a separate state for the Tamil minority. The war ended in May. The government says it can't release those in the camps until it finishes screening them for potential rebel fighters. Rights groups say the screening process has gone on too long, and there is no reason to continue detaining those already cleared. New York-based Human Rights Watch said the continued detentions violate international law. ``Keeping several hundred thousand civilians who had been caught in the middle of a war penned in these camps is outrageous,'' said Brad Adams, the group's Asia director. ``Haven't they been through enough? They deserve their freedom, like all other Sri Lankans,'' he said. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/07/090730/cpw/090730CS.htm

