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Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci


EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS
1. Will to Intervene
2. Meet the survivors, discover their works
3. Photo exposition with Stéphanie Lapointe


REPORTS - RAPPORTS
1. Voices Against Violence: Rape as a Weapon of War
2. Rape of the Congo


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

	



· Lord's Resistance Army hits Sudan; Notorious for abducting children, Ugandan rebel militia expands operations
· Stéphanie Lapointe montre ses photos du Darfour
· Transport helicopters anyone? World says no to appeals from Darfur peacekeeping force
· Soudan : L'Union européenne fournit 22 véhicules aux efforts de démobilisation
· UN warns of massive Sudan food shortage
· Alliance of activist Potter fans tackles forces of injustice; Books inspire causes such as equality, workers' rights, fight against genocide 


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Clinton Presents Plan to Fight Sexual Violence in CongoSommet Kagame-Kabila pour la normalisation entre le Rwanda et la RD-Congo
· Congo's Women Treated as Spoils of War-Rape Epidemic Worsens After Troops Arrive to Counter Rebels
· Arrestation d'un rebelle rwandais dans l'est de la RDC
· UN to combat sexual violence; Orchestrated rape could be war crime 
· RDC : Hillary Clinton réclame la fin de l'impunité pour les violences sexuelles 


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Ukrainian group honours Krawetz
· As refugees increase, Israel struggles between Holocaust memory and reluctance to open doors
· Le Canada donnera 22,5 M $ au Sri Lanka
· Where are our peacekeepers?; Harper aims at U.S. support, quitting traditional UN role
· Iran Le temps des procès
· US embarks on dramatic new approach of engaging UN after difficulties of Bush era
· Sécurité renforcée en Birmanie au jour anniversaire du soulèvement démocratique
· Former chief of Khmer Rouge torture centre in Cambodia asks for 'harshest punishment' 

 



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


4. Will to Intervene

DATE:2009.10.01
TIME/HEURE: 8:30-10:00
LOCATION/LIEU: 505, Victoria Building
INFORMATION: http://migs.concordia.ca/W2IInfo.html

W2I is a crucial initiative that focuses on the prevention of genocide and other crimes against humanity. After the terrible events that took place in Rwanda and Kosovo, genocide experts seek to understand how to pressure political leaders to stop crimes against humanity before they escalate into genocide.The goal of W2I is to understand how to operationalize the principles of the Canadian-sponsored Report of the International Commission on Intervention and States Sovereignty on the Responsibility to Protect. Research will focus on how to better mobilize domestic political will in Canada and the United States. Furthermore, practical tools will be designed for nongovernmental agencies, the media, interested groups, and the general public so they can effectively pressure governments to take action to prevent future genocides and other crimes against humanity.


5. Meet the survivors, discover their works

DATE:2009.08.23
TIME/HEURE: 13:00
LOCATION/LIEU: The Montreal Holocaust Memorial Centre - 5151, Côte-Ste-Catherine Road
INFORMATION: http://www.mhmc.ca/en/events/view/13

The Holocaust through the words of survivors - Come meet the authors at the first book fair of Montreal survivor memoirs. Over 15 author-survivors will share the impact the Holocaust had on their lives. Members of the public will be able to consult with the authors and purchase their books on site. This is a unique opportunity to listen to and discover the history of the Holocaust from the perspective of those who experienced it. Montreal became home to the third largest refugee population of Holocaust survivors in the world,  after the war and unfortunately, many have since passed away. These memoirs serve as their legacy to fellow Montrealers. Survivors have published their memoirs with the support of their families, Associations, or foundations such as the Azrieli Foundation. However, many of these works remain unknown, with a small circulation.


6. Photo exposition with Stéphanie Lapointe

DATE:2009.08.07-2009.08.20
TIME/HEURE: Monday-Friday: 8:30am-4:30pm; Saturday: 10am-4pm
LOCATION/LIEU: Montreal City Hall (274, rue Notre-Dame East)
INFORMATION: http://sdcanada.org/en/events.html?c=Montreal,%20Quebec&l=en#anc144

The singer Stéphanie Lapointe, along with a team of filmmakers, will be presenting an exposition of photographs taken in Darfur from August 7 to August 22, inclusive, at the Montréal City Hall. A variety of situations will be presented, accompanied by brief narratives and video clips which reflect the different visions of the crisis which has gripped Sudan for nearly six years.


REPORTS - RAPPORTS

3. Voices Against Violence: Rape as a Weapon of War

PUBLICATION: CARE
DATE: 2009.07.20
FULL REPORT: http://www.careinternational.org.uk/12514/conflict-and-peace/voices-against-violence-rape-as-a-weapon-of-war.html

Every day, the lives of women and girls are being destroyed by sexual violence. Used as a tactic of war to terrorise communities, with devastating effect, rape is the hidden reality of conflict.The UN Security Council has committed to tackle this violence before, during and after conflict, and to help the women and girls left to deal with the consequences.We challenge them to make this commitment a reality. Throughout history, violence against women and girls has been an integral part of armed conflict. They are killed, injured, widowed and orphaned. Rape has been used by fighting forces as a tactic of war to humiliate, intimidate and traumatise communities, and as a method of ethnic cleansing. Women and girls are abducted into sexual slavery or forced to exchange sex or marriage for survival. The statistics are stark. Up to 50,000 women were raped in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and up to 500,000 during the Rwandan genocide. Horrifyingly, still, 40 women are brutally rapred each day in just one province of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 


4. Rape of the Congo

PUBLICATION: The New York Review of Books
DATE: 2009.07.13
FULL REPORT: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/22956
As if eastern Congo had not already suffered enough, seven years ago Nature dealt it a stunning blow. The volcano whose blue-green bulk looms above the dusty, lakeside city of Goma, Mount Nyiragongo, erupted, sending a smoking river of lava several hundred yards wide through the center of town and sizzling into the waters of Lake Kivu. More than 10,000 homes were engulfed. Parts of the city, which is packed with displaced people, are still covered by a layer of purplish rock up to twelve feet thick.


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

	



Lord's Resistance Army hits Sudan; Notorious for abducting children, Ugandan rebel militia expands operations
PUBLICATION: Vancouver Sun
DATE: 2009.08.10
An African rebel militia that specializes in abducting and murdering the young has turned on a new and pitifully vulnerable target. The Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), which emerged in Uganda and has kidnapped tens of thousands of children during two decades of guerrilla war, is now striking across Sudan's southwestern frontier, one of Africa's most isolated and troubled regions. The raids on villages, usually mounted by small groups of rebels searching for children to abduct and food to steal, have forced more than 55,000 people to flee their homes. Sudan's Western Equatoria province has been worst hit, with scores of villages abandoned and refugee camps springing up. Local people call LRA fighters the "ton-tong," meaning "machete," which is their chosen murder weapon. Mary Anja, who does not know her age but appears about 30, lived in Diko district until the LRA attacked her village. Knowing the rebels were hunting for children, local people tried to evacuate as many as possible, along with their mothers, on two tractors. Anja, her three infant sons and daughter, Phoebe, who is about 12, were among them. But they drove straight into an LRA ambush. "The ton-tong fired bullets in the air, then they shot out the tires of the tractor," said Anja. "When people tried to jump out, they shot at the people." 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090810/vasn/0908101H.htm


Stéphanie Lapointe montre ses photos du Darfour
PUBLICATION: La Presse
DATE: 2009.08.12

La chanteuse Stéphanie Lapointe ainsi qu'une équipe de cinéastes présentent jusqu'au 22 août, dans le hall de l'hôtel de ville de Montréal, Sur des fils de fer, une exposition de photographies prises dans cette région de l'ouest du Soudan. Une quarantaine de clichés sont exposés, accompagnés de courts récits et d'extraits vidéo, reflétant différents visages de la crise qui sévit au Soudan depuis bientôt six ans. L'exposition, dont les profits iront à l'UNICEF, a été organisée par les différents partenaires engagés dans des projets réalisés récemment au Darfour. En avril 2008, en collaboration avec l'UNICEF et Radio-Canada International, Stéphanie Lapointe est allée au Soudan, en compagnie des réalisateurs Eza Paventi et Dominique Laurence, pour tourner A ciel ouvert, des capsules documentaires sur les déplacés du Darfour. En mars 2008, Jonathan Pedneault, alors directeur de la société Soprégé, s'est rendu lui au Tchad et au Darfour pour coréaliser le documentaire Refuge, un autre film sur le Darfour. En 2009, la travailleuse humanitaire Stéphanie Jodoin a passé un an dans le sud du Darfour, pour l'organisation AMI (Aide Médicale Internationale). L'exposition est présentée en collaboration avec la Ville de Montréal.

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090812/la/09081219.htm


Transport helicopters anyone? World says no to appeals from Darfur peacekeeping force
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.08.06
UNITED NATIONS _ For nearly two years, the United Nations has appealed to its 192 member nations to provide 18 transport helicopters so the peacekeeping force in Darfur can quickly get troops to troublespots. But not a single country has pledged a chopper. The outgoing commander of the joint United Nations-African Union force said Thursday he personally places these utility helicopters at the top of the list of equipment needed to help protect civilians and transport peacekeepers in the vast western region of Sudan which has very few roads. Gen. Martin Luther Agwai was asked at a news conference if offers of helicopters from the United States, Britain or France would be acceptable to the Sudanese government, or whether Khartoum has rejected aircraft from the three Western military powers, compounding the difficulty of finding the 18 choppers. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090807/cpw/090807E6.htm


Soudan : L'Union européenne fournit 22 véhicules aux efforts de démobilisation
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.08.11

11 août 2009 – Le bureau de la Commission européenne au Soudan et le Programme des Nations Unies pour le développement (PNUD) ont remis mardi 22 véhicules dans le cadre de leur contribution au désarmement et à la démobilisation au Nord et au Sud-Soudan. Grâce aux fonds de la Commission européenne, le PNUD a acheté ces véhicules pour aider les Commissions de désarmement, de démobilisation et de réintégration du Nord et du Sud-Soudan à mener leurs activités et pour suivre le parcours des participants qui retournent à la vie civile. « La semaine dernière, plus de 10.000 ex-combattants auront été démobilisés dans l'Etat du Nil bleu, du Sud-Kordofan et d'Equateur central », s'est félicité le directeur du PNUD au Soudan, Jorgen Lissner, qui a estimé que le désarmement et la démobilisation était une des réussites de la mise en oeuvre de l'Accord global de paix Nord-Sud au cours de l'année écoulée. Les ex-combattants reçoivent des kits de réintégration comprenant du bétail, de petits commerces, des formations professionnelles etc. Les deux commissions et l'ONU surveillent qu'ils ne retournent pas au combat et qu'ils vivent suffisamment bien pour faire subvenir à leurs propres besoins et à ceux de leurs familles. Le programme espère parvenir à la réintégration de 180.000 ex-combattants au total.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19827&Cr=Soudan&Cr1=démobilisation


UN warns of massive Sudan food shortage
PUBLICATION: Edmonton Journal
DATE: 2009.08.13
South Sudan, a vast underdeveloped region in the grip of renewed tribal violence, is facing a massive food shortage, a UN official said on Wednesday, appealing for donor countries to boost aid. "The southern Sudan is faced with a massive food deficit caused by a combination of late rains, high levels of insecurity and displacement, disruptions of trade and high food prices," said Lise Grande, who coordinates UN humanitarian efforts in the region. "The rains necessary for the first harvest have failed--which will extend the hunger gap from June all the way through October, when it normally ends in August." A spike in tribal conflict has killed about 2,000 people this year, the United Nations says, and has also displaced thousands. Grande said that neither the autonomous regional government of south Sudan, which faces a budget shortfall, nor the UN could provide the needed relief, especially to remote areas. "In terms of capacity, the point is that there isn't enough," she said. The situation was especially worrisome given the 2005 power-sharing deal that ended the two-decade civil war between the mainly Christian and animist south and the Muslim north, Grande said. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090813/edjn/0908131V.htm

Alliance of activist Potter fans tackles forces of injustice; Books inspire causes such as equality, workers' rights, fight against genocide
PUBLICATION: The Ottawa Citizen
DATE: 2009.08.08
For some people the Harry Potter books made for good beach reading, but for others they inspired a call to social activism. Andrew Slack, the 29-year-old director of the nonprofit Harry Potter Alliance, sits firmly in the second camp. A self-declared "Harry Potter rabbi" who quotes from the series about the young wizard as a clergyman might quote scripture, Slack's organization uses parallels from the Potter books to educate and mobilize Potter fans around such issues as workers' rights and combatting genocide. Slack started the group in 2005 and since has used his online connections to reach a rabid Potter fan base that numbers in the millions. His group's accomplishments include registering new voters at Wizard Rock the Vote events, collecting more than 13,000 donated books to give to local community centres and a youth centre in Rwanda, and raising $15,000 for the Genocide Intervention Network's civilian protection program for displaced Darfuris and Burmese. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/WebData/Clips/2009/08/090808/f01559.htm


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

Clinton Presents Plan to Fight Sexual Violence in Congo
PUBLICATION: The New York Times
DATE: 2009.08.12
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton came face to face with the consequences of the brutality in eastern Congo on Tuesday afternoon when she met a Congolese woman who had been gang-raped while she was eight months pregnant. The fetus died, Mrs. Clinton said, the woman was gravely injured and since there was no hospital nearby, villagers stuffed the woman's wound with grass to keep her from bleeding to death. "I've been in a lot of very difficult and terrible settings," Mrs. Clinton said later. "And I was just overwhelmed by what I saw." "It is almost impossible to describe the level of suffering," she said. Eastern Congo's rape epidemic, she added, "is just horrific." Mrs. Clinton used her unprecedented visit -- she is the first secretary of state to venture into the war zone here -- to unveil a $17 million plan to fight Congo's stunning levels of sexual violence, a problem she called "evil in its basest form." She announced that the American government would train doctors, supply rape victims with video cameras to document violence, send American military engineers to help build facilities and train Congolese police officers, especially female police officers, to crack down on rapists. "This problem is too big for one country to solve alone," Mrs. Clinton said after meeting with Congo's president, Joseph Kabila. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090812/nytm/0908121F.htm


	



	


Sommet Kagame-Kabila pour la normalisation entre le Rwanda et la RD-Congo
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.08.06
KINSHASA (AP) -- Le président rwandais Paul Kagame a franchi jeudi la frontière séparant son pays du Congo-Kinshasa voisin, avant d'être accueilli à Goma, principale ville de l'Est congolais du Congo, par son homologue congolais Joseph Kabila, en vue d'un sommet de normalisation des relations bilatérales. Les deux présidents se sont retrouvés en tête à tête après avoir traversé une partie de la ville à pied, sourire aux lèvres, sous les acclamations de la foule, aux cris de "amani" (paix). Ils devaient ensuite tenir un point de presse conjoint. Les ministres des affaires étrangères des deux pays s'étaient rencontrés la veille sur la frontière, évoquant "une nouvelle étape" dans la normalisation, après le rétablissement des relations diplomatiques et la récente nomination d'ambassadeurs. L'Est congolais, voisin du Rwanda, est depuis 15 ans le théâtre de guerres à répétition causées par des mouvements rebelles et milices, mais aussi par la présence des combattants hutu rwandais des Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda (FDLR) dont certains sont tenus pour responsables du génocide de 1994 au Rwanda. Le Rwanda a toujours accusé le Congo de soutenir les FDLR et le Congo dénonce l'appui de son voisin aux divers mouvements rebelles qui font la guerre au régime de Kinshasa, la capitale congolaise. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090807/pcf/09080755.htm


Congo's Women Treated as Spoils of War-Rape Epidemic Worsens After Troops Arrive to Counter Rebels
PUBLICATION: The Washington Post
DATE: 2009.08.11
LUGUNGU, Congo -- For the women of eastern Congo, a U.S.-backed Congolese military operation meant to save them from abusive rebels has turned into a nightmare of its own. An already staggering epidemic of rape has become markedly worse since the January deployment of tens of thousands of poorly trained, poorly paid Congolese soldiers, with people in frontline villages such as this one saying the soldiers are not so much hunting rebels as hunting women. And so, as the sun dropped behind the soaring jungle here one recent afternoon, little girls, mothers and grandmothers began heading home, some closing curtains and padlocking wooden doors. It was time, they explained, to lock themselves indoors. "To avoid getting raped, after 6 p.m. women are not allowed to go out of the house," said Maria Bitondo, who said she was among three women attacked by a soldier last month. "With the soldiers here, no woman is safe to go out and walk. We do not even go to the bathroom at night." On Monday, a coalition of 88 aid groups called the military operation, which is supported by the United Nations, "a human tragedy" and urged Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, who is to visit eastern Congo on Tuesday, to push for better civilian protection. Clinton has vowed to make the prevention of sexual violence a priority in Congo, where the United States pays about a quarter of the cost of U.N. peacekeeping efforts. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090811/wapo/09081111.htm


Arrestation d'un rebelle rwandais dans l'est de la RDC
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.08.11
KINSHASA, République démocratique du Congo (AP) -- Un rebelle rwandais accusé de génocide et de crimes contre l'humanité a été arrêté mardi dans le cadre d'une opération militaire au Nord-Kivu dans l'est de la République démocratique du Congo, selon un porte-parole du gouvernement congolais. "Grégoire Ndahyimana a été arrêté par les unités combattantes des FARDC (Forces armées de la RDC) qui menaient des opérations contre les rebelles hutus rwandais des FDLR (Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda)", a annoncé Lambert Mende. Appréhendé dans le village de Bundoki, "il a immédiatement été remis entre les mains de la justice pour les procédures légales requises en vue de son extradition au Tribunal pénal international pour le Rwanda (TPIR)". Ndahyimana figurait parmi 11 personnes recherchées qui sont accusées d'avoir participé au génocide de 1994 ayant fait plus de 500.000 morts au Rwanda. L'armée congolaise mène depuis janvier des opérations pour traquer les rebelles des FDLR dont certains membres sont accusés de participation à ce génocide. AP 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090812/pcf/09081211.htm


UN to combat sexual violence; Orchestrated rape could be war crime 
PUBLICATION: Montreal Gazette
DATE: 2009.08.08

UN chief Ban Ki-moon and Security Council members yesterday pleaded for tougher action to end sexual violence in African conflicts and called for the creation of a top UN post to protect women's rights. "Despite some progress over two decades, the deliberate targeting of civilians through acts of sexual violence continues on a widespread and systematic basis," Ban told the 15-member Security Council during a debate on Women, Peace and Security. "I have met victims of sexual violence. I am haunted by their testimony," he told members. The debate was called to discuss the implementation of a Security Council resolution adopted last year that elevated rape and sexual violence to the status of a war crime when perpetrated as part of a systematic attack. Ban also urged the council to immediately authorize the establishment of an independent panel that would be tasked with probing violations of international humanitarian and human rights law. The panel would focus on conflicts in Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Sudan, three areas where rape is routinely used as part of warfare. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090808/mtgz/0908083O.htm


RDC : Hillary Clinton réclame la fin de l'impunité pour les violences sexuelles
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.08.11

11 août 2009 – La Secrétaire d'Etat américaine Hillary Clinton a appelé mardi le gouvernement congolais à mettre fin à l'impunité pour toutes les violences sexuelles liées au conflit comme à celles de droit commun, lors d'un entretien avec la radio de la Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC), Radio Okapi. « Il faut commencer en s'assurant que l'armée en République démocratique du Congo (RDC) ne commet pas de violences sexuelles ou de violences contre les femmes et qu'il n'y ait d'impunité pour aucun des auteurs », a déclaré la Secrétaire d'Etat américaine. « Mais la violence sexuelle est un problème dans tout le pays [...] et il faut des lois plus fermes contre les violences domestiques, contre les viols commis par des criminels dans les rues de Kinshasa ou d'une autre ville », a-t-elle souligné. « Il faut des poursuites plus vigoureuses de la part des forces de l'ordre et de la justice ». « Le gouvernement congolais, bien sûr, sort de nombreuses années de guerre, ce qui est très déstabilisant pour la société puisque souvent les droits de l'homme sont considérés comme un luxe en temps de guerre, mais il n'y a plus d'excuses et il faut attendre davantage du gouvernement, des Etats-Unis, d'autres pays ainsi que des Nations Unies », a-t-elle insisté. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=19825&Cr=clinton&Cr1=RDC


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

Ukrainian group honours Krawetz
PUBLICATION: The StarPhoenix (Saskatoon)
DATE: 2009.08.10
Deputy Premier Ken Krawetz is being honoured at home and abroad for promoting awareness about the virtually unknown genocide in Ukraine. On Saturday night, the 58-year-old politician received the Award of Excellence from the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada in recognition of his efforts to raise awareness of the 1932-33 famine-genocide in Ukraine known as Holodomor. Last year, Krawetz introduced legislation to set aside the fourth Saturday of every November as a day to remember the millions of people who starved to death because of Soviet policies. The legislation was passed on May 6, 2008. "The significance of the Act ties to two things: The world doesn't know about this -- that's No. 1," Krawetz said in an interview Saturday. "The government of Ukraine and the president there have indicated that they want the message to get out that in fact a genocide had occurred." He said it's difficult to know how many people perished in one year, but it's between seven million and 10 million deaths. "When you compare that to the Holocaust, which was an horrendous act, it matches in terms of the people who lost their lives -- it's probably equivalent to the same number," Krawetz said. "When it was raised by people of Ukrainian descent here in the province throughout the previous year, after it was marked in Ukraine, then it came to our government." 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090810/sasp/0908100E.htm


As refugees increase, Israel struggles between Holocaust memory and reluctance to open doors
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.08.12
JERUSALEM _ Five years after a mounted militia stormed his village, torching houses and killing his relatives, Ibrahim Saad el-Din, a refugee from Sudan's Darfur region, gazed at remnants of another slaughter: hundreds of shoes worn by Jews killed in a Nazi death camp during the Holocaust. Saad el-Din was among a dozen African refugees brought by an Israeli advocacy group to Israel's Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial last week, hoping to spur public sympathy for their plight by invoking the Jewish people's own history fleeing death and persecution. Over 16,000 asylum seekers have poured into Israel in recent years, most from Africa, posing a unique dilemma for the Jewish state. Israel is proud of its heritage as a refuge that took in hundreds of thousands of Jews who survived the Nazi genocide. But it's conflicted over refugees from elsewhere. Israel's many wars with its Arab neighbours have left it distrustful of outsiders, while some fear accepting non-Jews could threaten the state's Jewish character. As a result, it is struggling with how to handle the non-Jewish newcomers. ``The Jewish past makes us particularly mindful of the dangerous plight of exiles and refugees and the need to help them,'' said Yaron Ezrahi, a political science professor at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. ``But the smallness and siege mentality of our country given its hostile environment make us more committed to maintaining our majority.'' 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090813/cpw/0908134V.htm


Le Canada donnera 22,5 M $ au Sri Lanka
PUBLICATION: Le Journal de Montréal
DATE: 2009.08.08
COLOMBO -- (PC) Le Canada multiplie par trois l'aide qu'il accorde aux 300 000 déplacés du conflit au Sri Lanka, la portant à 22,5 millions $. Le Canada allongera donc jusqu'à 15 millions $ supplémentaires, qui s'ajouteront à des contributions de 7,5 millions $ annoncés précédemment. Pour répondre aux besoins immédiats, une aide alimentaire et médicale, des abris d'urgence, des services de protection, de l'eau potable et des services d'assainissement seront offerts. Ainsi, l'Agence canadienne de développement international (ACDI) accroît ses contributions aux appels humanitaires lancés récemment par les Nations unies et la Croix-Rouge. Elle verse également des fonds à des organisations non gouvernementales canadiennes. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090808/JM/0908081O.htm


Where are our peacekeepers?; Harper aims at U.S. support, quitting traditional UN role
PUBLICATION: The Hamilton Spectator
DATE: 2009.08.11
Peacekeepers' Day in Canada, celebrated each year on Aug. 9, was created to recognize the high level of professionalism, dedication and courage of Canadians serving in faraway places in the cause of peace. For decades, Canada was the world's No. 1 contributor of UN peacekeeping troops. Until 1996, this nation remained in the top 10. Unfortunately, the country now ranks 52nd. While UN peacekeeping is now at an all-time high, deploying over 82,000 troops worldwide, Canada's contribution is a mere 55 soldiers. Asking a simple question "Where have all the Canadian peacekeepers gone?" yields a simple answer. They have shifted to NATO, where they are not peacekeeping but conducting counter-insurgency operations as an integral part of the American "war on terror." With more than 2,700 Canadian troops deployed in Southern Afghanistan under U.S. and NATO command, the Canadian Forces is clearly in danger of becoming a single-mission military, with one predominant and all consuming theatre of operation. In abandoning UN peacekeeping operations, Canada is forcing developing countries to carry the heaviest responsibility for providing urgently needed troops to many troubled regions of the world. At the UN's headquarters in New York, Canada does not provide a single military officer to the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, which guides 17 missions worldwide. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090811/hbsp/0908111E.htm

Iran Le temps des procès
PUBLICATION: L'Express
DATE: 2009.08.13
La parodie de justice infligée à Clotilde Reiss le prouve : les actions en cours visent à valider la théorie du complot et à fournir au régime une monnaie d'échange. Telle est la vocation de tout procès stalinien : réécrire l'histoire immédiate. Plus de soixante-dix ans après la mascarade de Moscou, qui visait à liquider les vétérans bolcheviks de la révolution d'Octobre, la parodie de justice collective mise en scène depuis le 1er août à Téhéran se conforme aux canons du genre. Il convient avant tout d'extorquer par tous les moyens aveux et confessions aux félons de l'intérieur, coupables d'avoir contesté la validité de la réélection, le 12 juin, du sortant Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Rôle ingrat, dévolu par exemple à l'ancien vice-président Mohammad Ali Abtahi, conseiller et confident du réformiste Mohammad Khatami. epenti idéal, le fondateur de l'Institut pour le dialogue interreligieux a ainsi nié à la barre tout recours à la fraude électorale, et déploré la « trahison » de son mentor. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090813/ex/0908130Q.htm


US embarks on dramatic new approach of engaging UN after difficulties of Bush era
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.08.12
UNITED NATIONS _ In a not-so-subtle dig at the Bush administration, U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice said Wednesday the United States has paid the price for ``stiff-arming the U.N.'' and spurning international partners and is now embarked on a new era of global engagement. A key to this new engagement is a dramatic new approach to the United Nations, she said. Setting the stage for President Barack Obama's first address to the U.N. General Assembly next month, Rice called the 192-nation organization ``vital to our efforts to craft a better, safer world'' because ``so many of America's security interests come together today at the United Nations.'' She never mentioned the Bush administration and its difficult and sometimes antagonistic relationship with the U.N., especially when John Bolton was ambassador. But her speech at New York University's Center for Global Affairs, released by the U.S. Mission, highlighted the differences in tone and actions under Obama. Rice said the change in U.S. approach to the U.N. is essential because of the ``extraordinary array'' of global security challenges in the 21st century. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090813/cpw/0908133W.htm


Sécurité renforcée en Birmanie au jour anniversaire du soulèvement démocratique
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.08.08
RANGOON (AP) -- La police anti-émeutes de la junte birmane était déployée en force samedi dans Rangoon, pour empêcher toute éventuelle manifestation de rues à l'occasion du 21e anniversaire des manifestations en faveur de la démocratie suivies par une sanglante répression. Cet anniversaire intervient alors que le verdict est attendu pour mardi dans le procès que fait actuellement la junte à l'icône de l'opposition Aung San Suu Kyi, qui accéda à ce rôle justement à l'occasion de ce mouvement d'il y a 21 ans. Le verdict contre la lauréat de prix Nobel de la paix a été reporté, les spécialistes considérant que la vraie raison derrière ce report était la crainte qu'un verdict de culpabilité pour la ôôdame de Rangoon" ne fasse descendre les militants dans les rues à l'occasion de l'anniversaire du soulèvement. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090809/pcf/0908091P.htm


Former chief of Khmer Rouge torture centre in Cambodia asks for 'harshest punishment'
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.08.12
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia _ The former chief of the Khmer Rouge's main torture centre, being tried by a U.N.-backed tribunal on genocide charges, asked the Cambodian people Wednesday to give him ``the harshest punishment.'' The statement from Kaing Guek Eav, who headed the notorious S-21 prison in Phnom Penh, came as a widow wept before the court, demanding justice for the death of her husband and four children during the communist regime's reign of terror. ``I accept the regret, the sorrow and the suffering of the million Cambodian people who lost their husbands and wives,'' the defendant told the tribunal. ``I would like the Cambodian people to condemn me to the harshest punishment.'' Kaing Guek Eav _ better known as Duch _ is being tried for crimes against humanity, war crimes, murder and torture. Up to 16,000 people were tortured under his command and later killed during the Khmer Rouge's 1975-1979 rule. Only a handful survived. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/08/090813/cpw/0908130N.htm

