News clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/
Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Congo: levée de fonds et soirée culturelle
· “I have before me a remarkable document given to me by a young lady from Rwanda”


REPORTS – RAPPORTS

· Refugee women in Chad face high levels of rape despite UN presence
· Women raped during Bosnia and Herzegovina conflict still waiting for justice


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· U.S. appeals court rules in favour of Talisman in genocide lawsuit
· Les réfugiés du Darfour subissent des violences quotidiennes au Tchad, selon Amnesty International
· Sudan president al-Bashir gets party nod to run for re-election despite war crimes charges
· South Sudan, opposition parties threaten to boycott landmark elections
· Les États-Unis en mal de stratégie pour le Darfour
· Analysis: The dangers of Sudan's elections 
· U.S. Envoy's Outreach to Sudan Is Criticized as Naive
· Shutting down the killing fields in Darfur 

Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· La RDC s'engage à punir les auteurs de violences sexuelles
· Congo-Kinshasa: War, Tradition Feeds Sexual Violence Against Women - Tribal Customs And the Legacy of Conflict Put Women At Risk of Violence And Abuse. 
· RDC : Ban demande le retour de l'Etat dans les zones contrôlées par les rebelles
· Rwanda: FDLR Maintains Grip On DR Congo Minerals 

Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Soldiers needed to curb horrors of violence 
· Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman on the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1888 on sexual violence in conflict
· Le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU prend des mesures contre les violences sexuelles dans les zones de guerre
· Women to get UN advocate; High-level new agency aims at budget target of $1 billion to promote gender equality, rights
· Polonais et Juifs, si près, si loin
· Thousands of Tamils in former Sri Lanka civil war zone to join police
· Somalie: 12 morts dans des affrontements entre factions islamistes rivales
· Talking With Myanmar 



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


Congo: levée de fonds et soirée culturelle

DATE:2009.10.24, 
TIME/HEURE: 19h00
LOCATION/LIEU: Église Mennonite d’Ottawa, 1830 avenue Kilborn, Ottawa 
Information: www.kairoscanada.org ou www.heritiers.org ou contactez Eric Schiller 613-513-5668

Depuis plusieurs années, l’Est de la République démocratique du Congo est accablé par la guerre et la violence. La population civile est particulièrement touchée, spécialement les femmes et les enfants. Nous pouvons ici au Canada faire quelque chose pour soulager cette souffrance, en appuyant le travail d’Héritiers de la Justice au Congo. HJ travaille depuis plusieurs années avec KAIROS, un organisme canadaien de bienfasiance enregistré.

Le groupe Canadiens pour les Droits humains au Congo, en association avec KAIROS, organise une soirée d’information et d’activités culturelles pour receuiller des fonds qui permettront à HJ d’ouvrir une clinique juridique au Congo, pour aider les femmes à revendiquer leurs droits fondamentaux, ce qui leur est actuellement refusé. La soirée se déroulera comme suit :

· Un dîner, auquel s’ajouteront quelques mets congolais
· Un bref vidéo et des conférenciers sur le Congo
· Musique congolaise
· Occasion de soutien à HJ par vos dons et une vente aux enchères



“I have before me a remarkable document given to me by a young lady from Rwanda”

DATE:2009.10.30
TIME/HEURE: 20:00-22:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Centrepointe theatre, 101 Centrepointe dr. 
Information: www.matchinternational.org Tickets: $30 in advance, $35 at the door, 613-599-3267 (Capital Tickets)

Inspired by the real life experiences of Rwandan refugees in the UK, the play tells the story of two people from entirely different worlds who meet at a Refugee Centre in London. Juliette is a young Rwandan asylum seeker, determined to write a book on the genocide that killed her family; Simon is a middle-aged failing novelist, whose job is to help people write. The play follows their funny and touching relationship and tackles issues that face many refugees today.


REPORTS – RAPPORTS


Refugee women in Chad face high levels of rape despite UN presence

PUBLICATION : Amnesty International
DATE:2009.09.30
COMPLETE REPORT : http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/refugee-women-chad-face-high-levels-rape-despite-un-presence-20090930 

Darfuri refugee women and girls face high levels of rape and other violence on a daily basis both inside and outside refugee camps in eastern Chad, despite the presence of UN security forces, a new Amnesty International report revealed on Wednesday.

In No place for us here: Violence against refugee women in eastern Chad, Amnesty International documents rape and other violence against women and girls in the camps, who face attacks carried out by villagers living nearby and members of the Chadian National Army."The rape that countless women and girls experienced in Darfur continues to haunt them in eastern Chad," said Tawanda Hondora, Deputy Director of Amnesty International’s Africa Programme."These women fled Darfur, hoping that the international community and Chadian authorities would offer them some measure of safety and protection. That protection has proved to be elusive and they remain under attack."


Women raped during Bosnia and Herzegovina conflict still waiting for justice
PUBLICATION : Amnesty International
DATE:2009.09.30
COMPLETE REPORT : http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/women-raped-during-bosnia-herzegovina-conflict-waiting-justice-20090930

Successive governments of Bosnia and Herzegovina have failed to provide justice for thousands of women and girls who were raped during the 1992-1995 war, Amnesty International said in a report published on Wednesday."During the war, thousands of women and girls were raped, often with extreme brutality; many were held in prison camps, hotels, private houses where they were sexually exploited. Many women and girls were killed," said Nicola Duckworth, director of Amnesty International's Europe and Central Asia Programme."To this day, survivors of these crimes have been denied access to justice. Those responsible for their suffering, members of military forces, the police, paramilitary groups, walk free. Some remain in positions of power or live in the same community as their victims.""The government of Bosnia and Herzegovina has an obligation to provide these victims of violations of international humanitarian law and crimes against humanity with access to justice and the full reparation to which they are entitled."


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

U.S. appeals court rules in favour of Talisman in genocide lawsuit
PUBLICATION: Cape Breton Post
DATE: 2009.10.03

A federal appeals court in New York has ruled that a lawsuit alleging that a Canadian energy company aided genocide in its pursuit of oil in Sudan was properly thrown out. The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Manhattan agreed Friday with a 2006 judge's ruling that found there was no credible evidence to support the claims against Calgary-based Talisman Energy Inc. (TSX:TLM). A 2001 lawsuit seeking unspecified damages was brought by the Presbyterian Church of Sudan on behalf of current and former residents of southern Sudan who suffered injuries during six years of a decades-long conflict. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091003/pb/0910030Z.htm


Les réfugiés du Darfour subissent des violences quotidiennes au Tchad, selon Amnesty International
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.09.30
NAIROBI (AP) -- Des femmes et des filles fuyant les combats au Darfour, dans l'ouest du Soudan, sont soumises quotidiennement au risque de viols et d'autres violences dans l'est du Tchad, y compris au sein des camps de réfugiés, d'après un rapport d'Amnesty International paru mercredi. Le rapport témoigne d'attaques des villageois des environs contre les femmes et les fillettes, ainsi que de viols commis par les soldats tchadiens et les travailleurs des camps de réfugiés. L'organisation de défense des droits humains souligne la difficulté de chiffrer le phénomène, en raison de la rareté des plaintes. "Beaucoup de gens savent que les femmes qui s'aventurent à l'extérieur des camps de réfugiés dans l'est du Tchad pour chercher du bois et de l'eau risquent d'être harcelées et violées", indique Tawanda Hondora, directrice adjointe du programme pour l'Afrique d'Amnesty International. "Ce que les gens ne réalisent pas, c'est qu'il y a peu de sécurité dans les camps pour ces femmes", précise Hondora dans un communiqué. "Elles risquent non seulement d'être violées mais aussi de subir d'autres violences venant de leur famille, d'autres réfugiés et du personnel des organisations humanitaires, dont le travail est pourtant de leur apporter aide et soutien." 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091001/pcf/0910012R.htm


Sudan president al-Bashir gets party nod to run for re-election despite war crimes charges
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.09.29
KHARTOUM, Sudan _ Sudan's northern ruling party has named President Omar al-Bashir its candidate in the country's upcoming elections despite a warrant for his arrest on war crimes in Darfur. Tuesday's nomination ends speculation as to whether the party would drop al-Bashir due to the International Criminal Court's war crimes charges against him. The Hague-based court issued an arrest warrant for al-Bashir in March, making him the first head of state to be indicted while in office. Al-Bashir rejects the charges and refuses to recognize the court. The elections next April are the first in decades to include all of Sudan. The vote is a key element of the 2005 peace deal that ended a 21-year civil war between the country's north and south. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090930/cpw/0909300S.htm


South Sudan, opposition parties threaten to boycott landmark elections
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.09.30
KHARTOUM, Sudan _ Sudan's southern partner in the national government and several major opposition parties have threatened to boycott next year's landmark presidential and national elections if major reforms are not passed in the next two months. The five-day conference organized by the dominant political party in South Sudan was boycotted by the northern ruling party led by President Omar al-Bashir. Wednesday's final statement, emailed to The Associated Press, said laws dealing with media, national security and other issues must be changed before the end of November to ensure the April elections are fair. The statement called on al-Bashir's party to join the dialogue aimed at resolving disagreements over how to hold the elections and settle the conflict in Darfur. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091001/cpw/0910010Q.htm


Les États-Unis en mal de stratégie pour le Darfour
PUBLICATION: Le Soleil
DATE: 2009.10.03
Les ONG américaines pressent le président Barack Obama de lancer une nouvelle initiative de paix au Darfour, alors que les démarches de l'émissaire Scott Gration suscitent leur incompréhension. L'administration avait engagé en mars une révision de la politique américaine envers le Soudan. Le résultat, promis en août, n'a toujours pas été annoncé. La situation est d'autant plus complexe que le sort du Darfour, à l'ouest du plus vaste pays d'Afrique, ne peut pas être séparé de l'autre conflit soudanais, entre le Nord et le Sud, qui menace de flamber à nouveau après quelques années d'accalmie. La Maison-Blanche est pourtant loin d'être inactive. Obama avait envoyé un électrochoc en évoquant "le génocide en cours au Darfour", dans un discours prononcé en juillet à Accra. Il a aussi nommé très tôt un émissaire spécial pour le Soudan, le général à la retraite Scott Gration. Celui-ci a multiplié les voyages sur place, cherchant en premier lieu à rétablir l'unité des chefs de la rébellion du Darfour, afin de leur conférer plus de poids dans d'éventuels pourparlers de paix. Sam Bell, le directeur du réseau d'associations Genocide Intervention Network, approuve le plan : "C'est très difficile et cela n'a pas marché jusqu'à présent, mais c'est un élément essentiel de la paix au Darfour." Mais il estime que les États-Unis "n'ont pas la bonne stratégie" et que "le statu quo joue en faveur du gouvernement d'Omar El-Béchir". 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091003/ls/09100323.htm


Analysis: The dangers of Sudan's elections 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.10.02

JUBA/NAIROBI, 2 October 2009 (IRIN) - A new boycott threat by several political parties in Sudan illustrates how next year’s elections, billed as a milestone in democratic transformation, in fact present considerable challenges and could destabilize the country and further undermine an already shaky peace deal between north and south. The threat to boycott Sudan’s first elections in two decades was issued in Juba, capital of Southern Sudan, by some 20 political parties, which demanded changes to laws relating to civil liberties, such as press freedom, and democracy. A few days earlier, the London-based African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies said there had been an “increasing crackdown on freedom of expression in Sudan, targeting public discussion of, and preparation for, the elections. Since the beginning of August, Sudanese authorities have systematically targeted any activities, symposia, public rallies or lectures related to the elections.” Signatories to the Juba Declaration include the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), which governs the semi-autonomous Southern Sudan and has been a partner in a fragile national government since a 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) put an end to 20 years of north-south war. 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=86399#


U.S. Envoy's Outreach to Sudan Is Criticized as Naive
PUBLICATION: The Washington Post
DATE: 2009.09.29

EL FASHER, Sudan -- The volatility of this East African nation -- from the Darfur conflict to the threat of renewed civil war in the south -- is becoming a test of how President Obama will reconcile a policy of engagement with earlier statements blasting a government he said had "offended the standards of our common humanity." Top administration officials are scheduled to meet Tuesday to discuss a major review of the United States' Sudan policy. But even as that document is being finalized, U.S. diplomacy has remained mostly in the hands of Obama's special envoy to Sudan, retired Air Force Maj. Gen. J. Scott Gration, who is pushing toward normalized relations with the only country in the world led by a president indicted on war-crimes charges. Although Gration describes the approach as pragmatic and driven by a sense of urgency, his critics here and in the United States say it is dangerously, perhaps willfully, naive. During a recent five-day trip to Sudan, Gration heard from southern officials, displaced Darfurians, rebels and others who complained uniformly that he is being manipulated by government officials who talk peace even as they undermine it. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090929/wapo/09092906.htm

Shutting down the killing fields in Darfur
PUBLICATION: The Windsor Star
DATE: 2009.10.01
A United Nations commander said recently that the war in Darfur is over. That doesn't mean that the crisis is over, of course: There are still three million refugees stuck in unimaginable conditions along one of the most dangerous borders on the planet. But the time of wide-scale massacre does seem to be at an end. The failure to prevent or stop that massacre, the deaths of 300,000 people, belongs to history now. All this despite at least five years of newspaper editorials and earnest efforts by many advocacy groups. Yes, it took awhile for journalists to catch on, but by about 2004, they had. It's not that Canadians didn't care. They did care, and they were vocal about it. Darfur was a relatively slow disaster -- unlike, say, Rwanda a decade before -- so there was still time, in 2004, to prevent many deaths. But governments responded to the pressure from their own constituents by doing as little about Darfur as they could. If there's one lesson we can take from the Darfur failure, it's that "awareness" isn't enough. That's a tough lesson for activists, and even for journalists, to learn. As it turns out, it is next to useless for citizens to organize and make YouTube videos and hand out plastic bracelets and scream at their government to "do something about Darfur" -- or about any one conflict. By the time Darfur became a household word in Ottawa, the Canadian military had been diminished by years of neglect, and besides, there was Afghanistan to worry about. On the diplomacy and development side, Canada was equally weakened. And on the political side, of course, we've had dish rags for leaders of late. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091001/wist/0910010K.htm



Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


La RDC s'engage à punir les auteurs de violences sexuelles
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.09.28

Le ministre des affaires étrangères de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC), Alexis Thambwe Mwamba, a affirmé lundi la détermination de son pays à mettre un terme à l'impunité des auteurs de violences sexuelles sur des femmes et des filles, dans un discours à l'Assemblée générale de l'ONU. Il a rappelé que « 80% de ces crimes commis sur l'ensemble du territoire national se répartissent essentiellement entre deux provinces de l'Est du pays les plus touchées par les effets de la guerre, à savoir le Sud-Kivu et le Nord-Kivu ». « Justice doit être rendue aux femmes et aux filles violées », a ajouté le ministre des Affaires étrangères. Il a assuré de la « la ferme détermination » du président de la RDC, Joseph Kabila, à « mettre un terme à l'impunité des auteurs de ces crimes odieux ». Il a par ailleurs estimé que la situation tendait à s'améliorer dans l'Est du pays, soulignant les résultats positifs des opérations militaires menées en collaboration avec le Rwanda et l'Ouganda pour désarmer et, le cas échéant, contraindre au rapatriement dans leur pays respectif, les rebelles de la LRA et des FDLR. « La paix s'installe progressivement pour le plus grand bien de la population congolaise », a-t-il dit.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20194&Cr=RDC&Cr1=


Congo-Kinshasa: War, Tradition Feeds Sexual Violence Against Women - Tribal Customs And the Legacy of Conflict Put Women At Risk of Violence And Abuse. 
PUBLICATION: allAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.10.01
Lubumbashi — Simone Maganga still feels deep shame when she recalls how, after her husband died, she was obliged to have sex with his younger brother in order to lay the spirit of the deceased to rest. "In order to remove your husband's dead body from your body, you must sleep with his little brother," said Maganga, a member of the Hemba tribe in the south-east of the country. "Otherwise, you are told, you will start to see your husband wherever you go. Out of fear, we accept, but it is a humiliation that is difficult to forget."Maganga found the ordeal particularly difficult to cope with because her husband's brother is roughly the same age as her own son. She also suffered other hardships, such as not washing for 40 days and having very little to eat."The food you get depends on the goodwill of your husband's family," she explained. "Sometimes, I had to spend two or three days without food." Women's rights groups say that such traditional practices create an environment in the Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, in which women are perceived to have little value in society, making them more likely to be targets of sexual or physical abuse. Others warn that although tribal customs contribute towards the marginalisation of women, the DRC is experiencing an increase in rape and violence caused by war. "What we are seeing in the DRC is a new phenomenon directly associated with the conflict," said Lyric Thompson, an international policy analyst at advocacy group Women for Women. "Rape has been widely used as a weapon of war. As soldiers have returned home, violence and abuse against women has moved into domestic life."
http://allafrica.com/stories/200910020802.html

RDC : Ban demande le retour de l'Etat dans les zones contrôlées par les rebelles
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.09.30

30 septembre 2009 – Citant des progrès « inégaux » en République démocratique du Congo (RDC), le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, insiste dans son dernier rapport sur la poursuite des opérations contre les rebelles génocidaires rwandais des FDLR et le rétablissement de l'autorité de l'Etat là où elles ont été couronnées de succès. « L'incorporation des groupes armés congolais dans les FARDC [l'armée régulière congolaise] s'est poursuivie mais s'est heurtée à certains problèmes du fait que quelques groupes armés ont soustrait certains de leurs éléments à cette opération et que d'autres ont retiré leur participation, et se sont même parfois alliés aux FDLR contre les FARDC », affirme M. Ban dans ce rapport au Conseil de sécurité. Les FDLR (Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda) sont composées d'anciens responsables du génocide rwandais de 1994 ayant fui vers l'Est de la RDC, ainsi que de leurs partisans, responsables de massacres contre les civils et de l'exploitation illégale des ressources naturelles du Congo. Un récent accord entre la RDC et le gouvernement du Rwanda est venu renforcer les opérations visant à obtenir leur désarmement et leur rapatriement vers le Rwanda. L'opération Kimia II contre les FDLR a rencontré des succès au Nord-Kivu et s'est étendu au Sud-Kivu, ce qui a poussé de nouveaux éléments des FDLR à se porter candidats au rapatriement. Malheureusement, les FDLR a multiplié ses odieuses attaques contre les civils, ce qui a provoqué de nouveaux déplacements de populations, précise le rapport. « Les problèmes qui continuent de se poser dans les Kivus sont redoutables et risquent de compromettre la consolidation de la paix et de la stabilité dans l'est de la République démocratique du Congo s'ils ne sont pas réglés rapidement et globalement », ajoute-t-il. Le rapport demande la fourniture des « ressources supplémentaires » autorisées par la résolution 1843 (2008) du Conseil de sécurité, notamment 16 hélicoptères et du matériel de renseignement.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20217&Cr=Congo&Cr1=


Rwanda: FDLR Maintains Grip On DR Congo Minerals 
PUBLICATION: The New Times
DATE: 2009.10.01
Kigali — Fresh reports indicate that the rag-tag rebel outfit, Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) continues to illegally exploit minerals in Eastern DR Congo. According to reports, the minerals that are being exploited mainly include coltan and cassiterite. "There have been reports to our Military Observers by the local population that FDLR continues to remain present in the general locality, particularly in the area of Ruvungi, where FDLR combatants reportedly continue to control mining fields," said Lt. Col. Jean-Paul Dietrich, the MONUC chief military spokesperson. Dietrich revealed in a statement yesterday highlighting the current situation particularly in Walikale area of North Kivu province that FDLR controls Nkingwe and Irameso mines which are three and five hours walk from Ruvungi respectively. Other FDLR controlled mines are at Charingwangwa and Irumba areas. "The FDLR elements are well-armed and are in possession of satellite phones and radio equipment. One local source said that they use FARDC uniforms to disguise their identity during operations." Congolese civilians also endlessly suffer from the rebels' brutality and are often killed, especially in Walikale.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200910020006.html



Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


Soldiers needed to curb horrors of violence 
PUBLICATION: The North Bay Nugget
DATE: 2009.10.05
Ahigh-profile group of foreign policy types thinks Canada should get more deeply involved in preventing -- even thwarting -- genocidal outrages around the world. How often have we heard that theme? And how often has Canada done anything about genocide? The answer to the first question is often," the answer to the second is seldom." The federal panel last month included the likes of Sen. Romeo Dallaire, failed UN commander in Rwanda during the 1994 genocide; recently released career diplomat Robert Fowler, who survived 130 days of being held by kidnappers in Niger and Mali. A report by the Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights thinks soft-power" measures can be more effective than military action in dissuading rogue regimes from genocidal behaviour. That is, diplomatic warnings, economic embargoes, cutting foreign aid, boycotts and widespread international revulsion might deter the sort of behaviour that led to Rwanda where some 800,000 were slaughtered. That refrain is popular among people who favour hand-wringing conferences on how to make humans and countries more civilized. I would argue the converse. The only thing that might have thwarted the Rwanda massacres would have been direct military action by UN forces on the ground, thin and weak as they were. UN headquarters in New York vetoed that, so Dallaire pulled back. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091005/XK/09100515.htm


Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman on the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1888 on sexual violence in conflict
PUBLICATION: UNICEF
DATE: 2009.09.30
NEW YORK, 30 September 2009 - UNICEF welcomes the adoption today by the United Nations Security Council of a resolution calling for increased protection from sexual violence for women and children caught up in wars and conflict. Sexual violence is a horrific violation of human rights and a despicable weapon of war used against women and children.  Impunity for perpetrators of sexual violence must end. Today's resolution sets in place mechanisms that should contribute to ending impunity. This new resolution complements Resolution 1820, adopted in June 2008, which formally recognized, for the first time, the threat sexual violence poses to international peace and security. Resolution 1888 is an important next step, adding additional impetus to international efforts to stamp out sexual violence, ensuring that sexual violence is taken into account in United Nations-sponsored peace negotiations, and strengthening accountability for violations through the new reporting mechanism it establishes.
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_51262.html


Le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU prend des mesures contre les violences sexuelles dans les zones de guerre
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.09.30
NATIONS UNIES (AP) -- Le Conseil de sécurité des Nations unies a approuvé mercredi à l'unanimité une résolution contre les violences sexuelles dans les zones de guerre. Le texte, présenté par les Etats-Unis, créé un émissaire spécial de l'ONU chargé de coordonner la lutte contre l'usage du viol comme arme de guerre. Il enjoint également le secrétaire général des Nations unies Ban Ki-moon à déployer une équipe d'experts dont la mission sera de conseiller les gouvernements sur les moyens de traduire les coupables en justice. La résolution prévoit enfin que des spécialistes de la protection des femmes soient intégrés dans les missions onusiennes de maintien de la paix, et le déploiement d'importants contingents de femmes policiers et soldats dans les zones de guerre. "Il est temps pour nous tous d'assumer notre responsabilité d'aller au-delà de la condamnation de ces comportements, et de prendre des mesures concrètes pour y mettre fin, de les rendre socialement inacceptables, de reconnaître qu'ils ne sont pas culturels, mais criminels", a déclaré la secrétaire d'Etat américaine Hillary Rodham Clinton, qui a présidé la réunion du Conseil de sécurité. Des violences sexuelles, tels que l'utilisation du viol comme arme de guerre, ont été signalées dans de nombreux conflits en Afrique, en Asie et en Europe. Le problème semble aujourd'hui le plus aigu en République démocratique du Congo (RDC), où une vague de viols et d'autres abus sexuels fait en moyenne 36 morts par jour. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091001/pcf/0910011E.htm


Women to get UN advocate; High-level new agency aims at budget target of $1 billion to promote gender equality, rights
PUBLICATION: The Toronto Star
DATE: 2009.10.02
In Sierra Leone, one in eight women risks dying in pregnancy or childbirth, many bleeding to death without medical aid. In Afghanistan, where more than 80 per cent of women are illiterate, girls who try to attend school are kidnapped, raped and attacked by bombers. In the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, women are brutally gang-raped by militias, criminal bands and government soldiers. The news for women, worldwide, is so often bad that shocking stories have become the norm. But this month at the United Nations, a rare good-news event took place that could improve the lives of millions of women. The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution to create a high-level agency to promote women's rights, overcoming years of stonewalling, disinterest and opposition from the world body's members. And, advocates say, the agency could also cut through decades of entrenched UN practices, creating a historic breakthrough for the organization as well as for women. "This is the first day of the rest of the UN's life," said Paula Donovan, co- director of New York-based AIDS-Free World and a long-time campaigner for the creation of the agency. "What was a 100 per cent 'old boys' network' will have to change, starting now." Donovan joined co-director Stephen Lewis, a former special envoy on AIDS in Africa, in a three-year struggle to convince the international community that support for the agency was crucial. "We see this as not an end but a beginning," said Lewis. "It's the UN's first attempt to make a monumental change in both the way the UN operates, and in the lives of women everywhere." The new agency, so far lacking even a name, will put four understaffed and underfunded UN women's entities under one roof. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091002/tost/0910021Z.htm


Polonais et Juifs, si près, si loin
PUBLICATION: Le Monde diplomatique
DATE: 2009.10.01
Antisémitisme et Shoah : ces deux mots viennent à l'esprit dès qu'on appréhende les rapports entre les Juifs et les Polonais. Bien qu'il s'agisse d'une vision réductrice de ces relations multiséculaires (assez tolérante, la Pologne fut, au Moyen Age, un pays choisi par des milliers de Juifs), la Shoah a mis fin à la société juive sur le territoire polonais et l'antisémitisme de l'après-guerre - comme les calculs politiciens du pouvoir " populaire " - a fait que sa mémoire a été repoussée à la marge de l'histoire. Ce fut le cas jusqu'en 1989, lorsque celle-ci se libéra de la domination de l'idéologie officielle. Deux livres récemment publiés en France témoignent de la modification de la vision des relations entre les Juifs et les Polonais. Juifs et Polonais, 1939-2008, un travail collectif scientifique, vient de paraître sous la direction de Jean-Charles Szurek et d'Annette Wieviorka (1). Comment les Juifs percevaient-ils les Polonais durant la guerre ? Quels étaient les motifs des Polonais dénonçant les Juifs qui se cachaient ? Comment le gouvernement polonais en émigration ainsi que, plus tard, les autorités de la Pologne " populaire " se comportaient-ils face au génocide ? L'ouvrage tente de répondre. Deux questions importantes - la participation de l'extrême droite à la liquidation des Juifs au cours de la guerre et après (ce courant politique bénéficie maintenant d'une réhabilitation en Pologne du fait de son anticommunisme radical), et l'attitude de l'Eglise polonaise durant la guerre face à la Shoah - mériteraient cependant un traitement particulier. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091001/md/09100119.htm


Thousands of Tamils in former Sri Lanka civil war zone to join police
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.09.29
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka _ Thousands of ethnic Tamil youths from northern Sri Lanka's former war zone are applying to join the police in the first such recruiting drive in three decades, a spokesman said Tuesday. No Tamils have been recruited from the Jaffna region, the minority group's cultural heartland, since 1979 due to threats and intimidation from Tamil Tiger rebels fighting the government to establish an independent homeland. The rebels considered those associated with police and government forces as traitors, and even killed them. Government forces crushed the rebels in May, ending three decades of civil war that killed between 80,000 and 100,000 people. The government continues to screen nearly 300,000 war refugees in military-run camps for rebel fighters. The police drive is part of efforts to calm the long-running tensions between Tamils and the predominantly Sinhalese government, which Tamils have long accused of discrimination in government jobs and education. More than 6,000 Tamil youths from Jaffna have applied to join the police, and three days of interviews started Monday, said police spokesman Nimal Mediwake. ``They are very keen and showing much enthusiasm to join,'' Mediwake said. About 1,000 Tamils are expected to be recruited from the northeast. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090930/cpw/090930EV.htm


Somalie: 12 morts dans des affrontements entre factions islamistes rivales
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.10.01
MOGADISCIO, Somalie (AP) -- Des affrontements entre factions islamistes rivales pour le contrôle de la ville portuaire de Kismayo en Somalie ont coûté la vie jeudi à au moins 12 personnes, des combattants pour la plupart, ont rapporté des témoins et des responsables de services médicaux. Ces violences sont le premier signe concret d'une division majeure dans l'alliance islamiste radicale, principale menace du fragile gouvernement somalien soutenu par l'ONU. Les combats ont éclaté jeudi matin dans cinq secteurs de Kismayo, troisième ville de Somalie et bastion de deux puissants groupes militants, situé à 500km au sud de Mogadiscio, la capitale. Des habitants ont expliqué en fin de journée que des combats entre des hommes d'al-Chabab et Hizboul Islam, qui veut dire "Parti islamique", étaient pratiquement finis, al-Chabab paraissant avoir le contrôle de la majeure partie de Kismayo. D'après Abdinasir Igal, qui vit dans la localité portuaire, des miliciens d'al-Chabab ont patrouillé dans le centre-ville après les violences, criant à la population depuis leurs véhicules de rester calme. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091002/pcf/0910020J.htm


Talking With Myanmar
PUBLICATION: The New York Times
DATE: 2009.09.30
President Obama has decided to open talks with Myanmar's repressive government. Kurt Campbell, the assistant secretary of state for East Asia, met in New York on Tuesday with Myanmar's United Nations envoy and a member of the government cabinet -- the highest-level meeting between the two governments in many years. We have no affection for the ruthless military junta that has denied its citizens the most basic freedoms and has kept Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the Nobel Peace Prize laureate, under house arrest for 14 of the last 20 years. On Monday at the United Nations, Myanmar's prime minister, Gen. Thein Sein, again brushed aside calls for Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyi's release. But talking is not a concession. And if handled skillfully, it might lead, in time, to positive change. The Clinton and Bush administrations imposed tough sanctions and refused to talk until the junta released Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyi and 2,000 other political prisoners and made other political reforms. The punishment-only approach hasn't worked. Nor has the engagement-only approach of Myanmar's neighbors. Washington has now decided to give negotiations a try while keeping sanctions in place. There are issues the two governments can discuss, including ways to curb the drug trade in Myanmar, recovering the remains of American servicemen from World War II and addressing suspicions about Myanmar's alleged nuclear dealing with North Korea. 
http://parlmedia/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/09/090930/nytm/0909301J.htm

