News clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/
Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· The Children's Republic
· “I have before me a remarkable document given to me by a young lady from Rwanda”
· Dangerous Communities: Local Political Milieux and the Persecution of Jews in Occupied Poland


REPORTS – RAPPORTS

· Decision time for an urgent, effective Arms Trade Treaty 


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE


Sudan / Soudan

· Sudan: 26,000 Troops Deployed to Sudan
· Soudan : Les référendums de 2011 seront décisifs - Ban
· Sudan: AU Meets to Discuss Darfur Report
· Barack Obama renouvelle les sanctions imposées au Soudan
· Sudan: Sever Ties With Sudan, Group Urges FG 


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Congo-Kinshasa: Nkunda Loyalists in Army Warn of Return to War 
· ANGOLA-RDC: Une crise humanitaire se profile 
· Congo soldiers kill unit chief
· Mining in the Congo 


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Karadzic boycotts his genocide trial
· Les cicatrices toujours vives à Srebrenica; Quatorze ans après, le génocide continue de diviser Serbes et Bosniaques musulmans
· Drawing attention to African conflicts
· Responsable politique du massacre de Srebrenica
· Guinea violence was planned; Rights group: Junta's opponents were silenced by massacre, rapes
· Somalie: 24 morts dans des tirs d'artillerie
· Vatican meeting tells corrupt Catholic politicians in Africa to repent or quit
· Only 22 members pay their UN dues; Canada pays up but $3.1 billion still outstanding 



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


The Children's Republic
DATE:2009.11.03-22 
TIME/HEURE: 20:00, or 16:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Great Canadian Theatre Company, Ottawa 
Information: http://www.gctc.ca/plays/the-childrens-republic 

Dr. Janusz Korczak is the King of Children. Doctor, author and champion of children's rights, Janusz runs a remarkable orphanage in Poland. But when the Nazis invade, the Jewish orphans are forced into the Warsaw Ghetto. Janusz follows to protect their rights and dignity. In a world devoid of freedom and even the necessities of life, what else do you have but your honour and ideals? A powerful and true tale of beauty, heroism and legacy.


“I have before me a remarkable document given to me by a young lady from Rwanda”

DATE:2009.10.30
TIME/HEURE: 20:00-22:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Centrepointe theatre, 101 Centrepointe dr. 
Information: www.matchinternational.org Tickets: $30 in advance, $35 at the door, 613-599-3267 (Capital Tickets)

Inspired by the real life experiences of Rwandan refugees in the UK, the play tells the story of two people from entirely different worlds who meet at a Refugee Centre in London. Juliette is a young Rwandan asylum seeker, determined to write a book on the genocide that killed her family; Simon is a middle-aged failing novelist, whose job is to help people write. The play follows their funny and touching relationship and tackles issues that face many refugees today.


Dangerous Communities: Local Political Milieux and the Persecution of Jews in Occupied Poland
DATE:2009.11.20
TIME/HEURE: 11 :00
LOCATION/LIEU: Desmarais Building, 55 Laurier Ave. E., Room 3120
Information: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/cepi-cips/eng/events.asp

Jeffrey S. Kopstein is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Centre for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies at the University of Toronto.  He has held fellowships at Harvard University, Princeton University, and has also been an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow.  He has written extensively in the fields of European politics, transatlantic relations, and political economy. His publications include various books and edited volumes, including Growing Apart? America and Europe in the 21st Century (Cambridge, 2008), Comparative Politics: Interests, Identities, and Institutions in a Changing Global Order (Cambridge, 2000, 2005, 2008), and The Politics of Economic Decline in East Germany, (Univ. of North Carolina Press Hill, 1997).  Recent scholarly articles have appeared in the Journal of Politics, Comparative Political Studies, World Politics, Comparative Politics, Theory and Society, Political Theory, German Politics and Society, and The Washington Quarterly. In 2006 he was the recipient of the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Arts and Science Outstanding Teaching Award.



REPORTS – RAPPORTS


Decision time for an urgent, effective Arms Trade Treaty
PUBLICATION : Oxfam
DATE:2009.10.6
COMPLETE REPORT : 
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/policy/conflict_disasters/bn-dying-for-action-arms-treaty.html

On 6 December 2006, the UN General Assembly first voted to work towards an Arms Trade Treaty to protect civilians worldwide from irresponsible arms transfers. For almost three years, governments have discussed what the treaty might look like. And in that time, Oxfam estimates that almost 2.1 million men, women, and children have died as a result of armed violence. Millions more have been injured, displaced, or impoverished. Had there been an effective Arms Trade Treaty in place, regulating the flow of arms around the world, it could have significantly reduced this human tragedy.Oxfam calls on governments to put agreeing the treaty at the top of the diplomatic agenda. A weak treaty would be worthless. Only a tough Arms Trade Treaty would make a difference. The time for that tough treaty is now.
· Before the end of 2009, the UN General Assembly must vote to start negotiations in 2010 to agree an effective Arms Trade Treaty. 
· It must plan now for sufficient time for negotiations in 2010 and 2011 – to be concluded at an international conference in 2012. 
· Throughout this process, governments must negotiate to ensure that the treaty will work – to stop irresponsible arms transfers, and to save lives. 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/policy/conflict_disasters/bn-dying-for-action-arms-treaty.html


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

Sudan: 26,000 Troops Deployed to Sudan
PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.10.28
Midrand — Twenty six thousand troops have been deployed to Sudan in a bid to restore order to the crisis-ridden country and aid in the integration of African states through conflict- resolution. This number is reported to be the largest single ever deployed by the United Nations.Chairman of the African Union and President of the Pan- African Parliament, Mr. Jean Ping, said this yesterday while addressing the press after the First Ordinary Session of the Pan- African Parliament in Midrand, South Africa. According to him, the decision to position the huge number of troops was informed by the desire to prevent the killings, and keep the peace objectives, which he said have almost been achieved. Ping, who said although the international community would not want to hear the good news of a drastic decrease in the conflict rate, urged the warring parties to dialogue, since the crisis, according to him, "cannot be solved militarily but politically." "We have almost achieved this result. This is something people would not want to hear- that the crisis in Sudan is now a low- voltage crisis. But, it is true. Apart from the few attacks, the number of killings in that country has reduced.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200910280609.html


Soudan : Les référendums de 2011 seront décisifs - Ban
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.10.27

27 octobre 2009 – Si certains progrès ont été réalisés dans la mise en œuvre de l'Accord de paix global entre le Nord et le Sud-Soudan, d'importants objectifs n'ont pas encore été atteints, notamment les élections et les référendums prévus pour 2011, qui devront offrir au pays une perspective de démocratisation, affirme le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, dans un rapport publié mardi. « Les élections au Soudan marquent une étape décisive dans la mise en œuvre de l'Accord de paix. Je souligne qu'elles doivent être envisagées dans le cadre d'un processus de transformation démocratique plus large et exigent par conséquent un engagement à long terme de toutes les parties intéressées », déclare M. Ban dans ce rapport au Conseil de sécurité sur la Mission des Nations Unies au Soudan (UNMIS). « Je suis préoccupé par le fait que le différend survenu au sujet de l'utilisation des résultats du recensement menace le succès du processus électoral », insiste le Secrétaire général. L'obtention d'un accord sur la manière de procéder avec les élections permettra également aux parties d'accorder l'attention requise à la préparation des référendums de 2011. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20460&Cr=Soudan&Cr1=


Sudan: AU Meets to Discuss Darfur Report
PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.10.29
African Union (AU) Peace and Security Council member states are meeting in Abuja, Nigeria on Thursday to discuss a panel report on justice and reconciliation on Darfur. The 15 states will examine the recommendations drawn up by the high-level AU panel led by former South African President Thabo Mbeki. The team was mandated to examine the situation in Darfur and submit recommendations on how best issues of accountability, ensuring peace, healing and reconciliation could effectively be addressed. The report which was submitted to the AU in at the beginning on the month recommended the establishment of a special court, including foreign judges, to try those charged with atrocities in Darfur. The report also suggests means to achieve peace, healing and reconciliation in the region where a counter insurgency by mainly non-Arab Darfur inhabitants has claimed some 300 000 lives, according to the United Nations. The International Criminal Court issued a warrant of arrest against a number of Sudanese officials for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur, including the Sudanese President, Omar al-Bashir. According the AU to the summit is also expected to discuss the crises in Niger and Guinea.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200910290618.html


Barack Obama renouvelle les sanctions imposées au Soudan
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.10.27
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Barack Obama a procédé au renouvellement des sanctions américaines contre le Soudan, soulignant que les actions et la politique du gouvernement de Khartoum continuaient de poser une menace pour la sécurité nationale et la politique étrangère des Etats-Unis. Le chef de la Maison Blanche avait annoncé la semaine dernière qu'il renouvellerait les sanctions déjà en vigueur lors de la présentation de la nouvelle stratégie de l'administration américaine à l'égard du Soudan. En vertu de ces sanctions, les relations commerciales et les investissements au Soudan sont restreints. Les transactions avec des personnes ou des entités que Washington considère comme contribuant aux massacres dans la région du Darfour (ouest) sont également interdites. La semaine dernière, les Etats-Unis ont dévoilé une nouvelle approche à l'égard de Khartoum reposant sur l'offre de mesures incitatives en faveur du gouvernement soudanais pour mettre fin aux violences et sur la menace de pressions plus fortes si aucune action n'est menée dans cet objectif.
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091028/pcf/0910280C.htm


Sudan: Sever Ties With Sudan, Group Urges FG 
PUBLICATION : AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.10.29

Warri — MEMBERS of the National Association of Seadogs (NAS), also known as Sudanese Q-Zone, Warri, Delta State, yesterday staged a peaceful march along major roads in the oil city calling on the Federal Government to sever diplomatic ties with the Sudanese government. The group also appealed to the Federal Government to arrest Sudanese president, Omar Al-Bashir, citing the killings of minority ethnic group in Dafur as the reason. The Sudanese president has been declared wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) over alleged war crimes that led to the death of thousands of innocent citizens of the Sudan. The Pyrates confraternity maintained that Nigeria, being a signatory to United Nations' treaty, should assist the world body in bringing Al-Bashir to justice, if he dared step into the country to attend the African Union (AU) security summit in Abuja, describing his invitation by the Nigeria government as unacceptable. The placard-carrying seadogs, led by the president of the zone, Mr. Suuny Esu, said the protest was aimed at sensitizing the people on the proposed visit of Al-Bashir to the country.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200910290282.html


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


Congo-Kinshasa: Nkunda Loyalists in Army Warn of Return to War 
PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.10.16
Kinshasa — Former Tutsi rebels integrated into the Congolese army have warned of a possible return to conflict. The warning, made public on Friday, comes nearly a year after a peace agreement was first signed. The National Congress for the People's Defence termed the humanitarian situation in eastern Congo "catastrophic", adding that "hopes of peace were more distant than ever". They warned DRC President Joseph Kabila and Rwandan counterpart Paul Kagame over the "indisciplined" Congolese troops, adding that they risked faltering the peace agreement. The proclamation, dated October 15, comes days after a document written by their former leader, Gen Laurent Nkunda, before he was arrested, was published. Gen Nkunda, whose forces threatened the Congolese political establishment last year with a series of resounding victories in the east of the country, was arrested in January by Rwandan troops.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200910260029.html


ANGOLA-RDC: Une crise humanitaire se profile 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.10.21
LUANDA-KINSHASA, 21 octobre 2009 (IRIN) - Une crise humanitaire frappant les dizaines de milliers de personnes expulsées par la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) vers l’Angola voisin commence à surgir. « La crainte de voir apparaître une situation d’urgence humanitaire et des besoins pour les populations concernées a été confirmée », a déclaré Bohdan Nahajlo, représentant du Haut commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés (UNHCR), après s’être rendu dans la région touchée, dans le nord de l’Angola, pour procéder à une évaluation. Les personnes expulsées ont besoin en priorité d’abris, de nourriture, de médicaments et d’installations sanitaires. Depuis août 2009, les gouvernements d’Angola et de RDC se livrent à une surenchère d’expulsions réciproques : plus de 32 000 Angolais ont été rapatriés dans leur pays, et environ 18 800 citoyens congolais ont été expulsés d'Angola. Suite à des négociations, le 13 octobre à Kinshasa, la capitale congolaise, les deux pays ont accepté de « mettre fin immédiatement aux expulsions des citoyens de leurs Etats respectifs ». D’après M. Nahajlo, l’aide humanitaire aux déplacés devient une véritable course contre la montre, car l’arrivée imminente de la saison des pluies risque de bloquer les routes menant à Luanda, la capitale angolaise, et on ne peut en outre pas compter sur l’aéroport de M'banza Congo, dans la province du Zaïre, dans le nord de l’Angola, puisqu’il est fermé pour rénovation. 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=86682

Congo soldiers kill unit chief
PUBLICATION: Montreal Gazette
DATE: 2009.10.29

Congolese soldiers killed their unit commander when he ordered them not to steal and pillage in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, the UN mission to the country said yesterday. "Three soldiers involved in this killing have been arrested and another is on the run," said the UN agency. 
 http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091029/mtgz/09102924.htm


Mining in the Congo
PUBLICATION: The Windsor Star
DATE: 2009.10.26
If ever there was a hell on earth, then surely it is the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). A staggering 1,000 people die every day from largely preventable causes in this forgotten corner of the continent, and more than six million people have perished in the last eight years alone. In some communities, a shocking 70 per cent of the women have been subjected to extreme sexual violence; gang raped or violated with bayonets and other sharp objects, causing death or lifelong disabilities. The DRC is home to the world's worst humanitarian catastrophe since the Second World War, yet it has received scant attention from the international community. The conflict is complex. It is partly rooted in disputes over land ownership, but mostly it is a battle for the vast natural resources the region possesses. Diamonds, gold and rare minerals are plentiful. However, few of these minerals are more important than coltan, an essential element that is used in the production of the computers, cellphones and other electronic equipment that are a ubiquitous part of our lives. Interestingly, many of the mining companies operating in this region are Canadian, where they have over $20 billion invested in their operations. In the midst of this turmoil is the HEAL Africa hospital, which was started in 1993 by Congolese orthopedic surgeon Dr. Jo Lusi and his wife, Lyn. It is the most prominent institution working against sexual violence in the DRC, and is the only recognized tertiary referral hospital for the more than five million people who live in the midst of this disaster. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091026/wist/0910260R.htm


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


Karadzic boycotts his genocide trial
PUBLICATION: Red Deer Advocate
DATE: 2009.10.27
His chair was empty, his headphones lay idle on the desk. In Courtroom One at the Yugoslav war crimes tribunal, outraged survivors of Bosnia's bloody war gasped in disbelief Monday as judges adjourned the opening day of Radovan Karadzic's trial after just 15 minutes. The former Bosnian Serb leader boycotted his war crimes trial, claiming he did not have enough time to prepare his defence - even though he was indicted in 1995 and had known he would be tried since being captured in Belgrade over 15 months ago. The tactic forced a one-day delay in the trial and demonstrated that the former psychiatrist was ready for a tumultuous battle of wills with the UN war crimes tribunal. Judges adjourned Monday's hearing but declared that the trial will begin Tuesday "with or without" Karadzic. Karadzic, 64, is charged with two counts of genocide and nine more of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Prosecutors allege he masterminded Serb atrocities during Bosnia's 1992-95 war, from ethnic cleansing campaigns against Muslims and Croats in 1992 to the 1995 massacre of 8,000 Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091027/rd/0910271O.htm


Les cicatrices toujours vives à Srebrenica; Quatorze ans après, le génocide continue de diviser Serbes et Bosniaques musulmans
PUBLICATION: Le Devoir
DATE: 2009.10.26

Les immeubles restaurés ont pris des couleurs chatoyantes. L'église et la mosquée, neuves toutes deux, se font face comme naguère. Et il ne reste pratiquement aucun vestige de la guerre. «Mais c'est un masque», dit Almir Salihovic, le jeune président de l'association des étudiants de Srebrenica, «les cicatrices sont toujours là». Les siennes datent de juillet 1995, quand la ville tomba aux mains des troupes serbes dont Radovan Karadzic, qu'on juge aujourd'hui à La Haye, était en tant que président des Serbes de Bosnie le commandant suprême. «Les mères qui ont perdu deux ou trois fils espèrent qu'il ne mourra pas en paix. Moi, je ne m'attends à aucune révélation», explique ce survivant. En juillet 1995, le jeune garçon, alors âgé de dix ans, marcha douze jours dans la montagne jusqu'au territoire contrôlé par l'armée bosniaque au sein d'une colonne de 15 000 hommes dont moins de la moitié réussit à franchir les barrages serbes. Capturés, les retardataires furent impitoyablement exécutés. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091026/le/0910260Z.htm


Drawing attention to African conflicts
PUBLICATION: The Leader-Post (Regina)
DATE: 2009.10.24
Students from Notre Dame College in Wilcox and other Regina volunteers will take part in a peaceful march Saturday morning in downtown Regina to raise awareness of the conflicts in Northern Uganda, Sudan and the Congo. "We want to bring awareness to the fact the conflict has shifted into the eastern Congo and raise funds for northern Uganda for a Gulu Cultural Centre that the GuluWalk Foundation is going to be building,'' said organizer Joshua Campbell, who spent a year teaching in Uganda in 2006. "Now that there is more peace and stability in the region, they can actually get involved in building centres for sports, and arts and help the youth out there.'' Campbell said meeting former child soldiers and hearing their stories is probably the thing that impacted him most and motivated him to continue participating in the GuluWalk, He participated in his first walk in Calgary in 2005. For more than 22 years, the people of northern Uganda have endured a war between the rebel Lord's Resistance Army and the government of Uganda. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091024/relp/0910240H.htm


Responsable politique du massacre de Srebrenica
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.10.27
Radovan Karadzic, né le 19 juin 1945 au Monténégro, dirigeait la République autoproclamée des Serbes de Bosnie lorsque, le 11 juillet 1995, les forces serbes se sont emparées de l'enclave de Srebrenica, zone protégée par l'ONU. En trois jours, plus de 7 000 Musulmans sont exécutés. Le 24 juillet, Radovan Karadzic était alors mis en accusation par le Tribunal pénal international pour l'ex-Yougoslavie (TPIY) pour génocide, crimes contre l'humanité et crimes de guerre en Bosnie-Herzégovine, notamment pour le siège de Sarajevo (avril 1992-novembre 1995). Le 24 novembre 2005, le tribunal l'inculpait, cette fois, pour le massacre de Srebrenica. Radovan Karadzic ne quittera le pouvoir qu'à l'été 1996, à la suite d'un accord avec le négociateur américain dans les Balkans, Richard Holbrooke. Début 1997, il entre dans la clandestinité. Sa cavale dure jusqu'en juillet 2008. Il est alors arrêté près de Belgrade - où ce psychiatre de formation se cachait sous le pseudonyme du docteur David Dabic, spécialiste de médecine alternative. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091027/lm/0910270P.htm



Guinea violence was planned; Rights group: Junta's opponents were silenced by massacre, rapes
PUBLICATION: The Chronicle-Herald
DATE: 2009.10.28
DAKAR, Senegal - The massacre of at least 150 people and rapes of dozens of women by troops in Guinea last month were premeditated and aimed at terrorizing opponents to military rule, a U.S.-based rights group said Tuesday, adding that the rapes persisted for days. Human Rights Watch said dozens of women were seized from the stadium where the Sept. 28 massacre took place and from clinics in Guinea's capital, Conakry, where they were seeking medical treatment. They were driven in military vehicles to villas, where they were gang-raped by uniformed men over several days, the group said. The leader of Guinea's military junta has said "uncontrolled" elements of the army carried out the rapes and killings. But top aides of military leader Capt. Moussa Dadis Camara were at the stadium and did nothing to stop the mass killings and rapes, the report said, implicating the junta in the massacre. "There is no way the government can continue to imply the deaths were somehow accidental," said Georgette Gagnon, Africa director at Human Rights Watch. "This was clearly a premeditated attempt to silence opposition voices." 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091028/hh/0910281G.htm


Somalie: 24 morts dans des tirs d'artillerie
PUBLICATION: La Voix de l'Est
DATE: 2009.10.23
Des miliciens islamistes ont tiré des obus de mortier hier sur l'aéroport de Mogadiscio, en Somalie, au moment où le président embarquait à bord d'un avion, déclenchant des combats qui ont fait au moins 24 morts, lorsque des tirs de riposte ont touché des quartiers résidentiels et un marché, selon les autorités. Les corps d'au moins 20 personnes, pour la plupart des civils, gisaient dans les rues après les affrontements, selon Ali Muse, le chef du service d'ambulances de la capitale somalienne. Quatre personnes ont ensuite succombé à leurs blessures à l'hôpital. Selon Ali Muse, une soixantaine de personnes ont été blessés par des obus de mortier qui sont tombés sur des quartiers d'habitation. Les bombardements ont commencé peu après des tirs d'insurgés islamistes contre l'avion du président Cheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, selon un porte-parole de la police Abdullahi Hassan Barise. Le président n'a pas été touché et son avion a pu décoller sans encombre, selon la police. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091023/ve/09102312.htm


Vatican meeting tells corrupt Catholic politicians in Africa to repent or quit
PUBLICATION: cpw
DATE: 2009.10.23
VATICAN CITY _ Bishops attending a Vatican meeting on Africa issued a blunt ultimatum Friday to corrupt Catholic political leaders in Africa: repent or leave public office. In a strong final message, the bishops said Africa needs ``saints'' in government ``who will clean the continent of corruption, work for the good of the people,'' and end the evils of war and poverty devastating the continent. They cited as an example the late Tanzanian president Julius Nyerere, the father of Tanzanian independence and a symbol of Africa's hopes as it emerged from the shadow of colonial rule, who is being considered for possible beatification. While praising some Catholic leaders who are doing their public service well, they accused others of having ``fallen woefully short in their performance in office.'' ``The synod calls on such people to repent, or quit the public arena and stop causing havoc to the people and giving the Catholic Church a bad name,'' the bishops wrote at the end of their monthlong synod. The bishops didn't name names, but Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe, who has been blamed for presiding over a politically repressive regime that led to the economic collapse of the country, and Angolan President Eduardo dos Santos, whose party swept elections last year that critics say were marred by fraud and corruption, are two well-known Catholic leaders. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091024/cpw/0910243D.htm


Only 22 members pay their UN dues; Canada pays up but $3.1 billion still outstanding
PUBLICATION: The Province
DATE: 2009.10.22
Just 22 countries out of 192 -- 11.4 per cent -- are paid-in-full members of the United Nations, an official said Wednesday. Those nations have paid all of what they owed for the world body's 2008-09 core budget, peacekeeping, international tribunals and renovations to UN headquarters in New York, said Angela Kane, under secretary-general for management. They are Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Canada, Congo, Croatia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Monaco, New Zealand, Niger, the Philippines, Singapore, Italy, Slovakia, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland and Tajikistan. The rest, including the U.S. -- the top contributor to the UN -- have yet to pay all their dues, Kane said. "The financial health of the organization depends on member states including the major contributors meeting their financial obligations in full and on time,'' she said. She said UN members still owed a total of $3.1 billion for 2008/09 -- $2.1 billion for peacekeeping, $828 million for the core budget, $63 million for the international tribunals and $86 million for renovations to UN headquarters. There are 123 countries that have cleared their bills for the UN core budget and 119 that have paid for the UN renovations. Only 84 have paid for UN international tribunals. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/10/091022/vapr/09102219.htm


