News clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/
Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,
 
Le francais suit 
 
For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.
 
----
 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

Thank you / Merci



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Mobilizing the Will to Intervene: Leadership and Action to Prevent Mass Atrocities: Ready to Roll?
· Darfur: Strategic Victimhood Strikes Again?
· The Children's Republic
· A Woman Among Warlords
· Dangerous Communities: Local Political Milieux and the Persecution of Jews in Occupied Poland


INFORMATION

· Imagine a World Free of Mass Violence

REPORTS – RAPPORTS 

· On Vulnerable Ground : Violence against Minority Communities in Nineveh Province’s Disputed Territories


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Sudan: Obama Sudan Strategy Hailed By Africa Policy Specialists 
· Risque de famine au Sud-Soudan
· British man sent to prison for selling vehicles to Sudan
· SOUDAN: Au Darfour des groupes bafouent l’embargo sur les armes - nouveau rapport 
· Sudan: Leading Rights Group Says Evidence against Sudanese Government Presents Opportunity and Obligation for U.S. Leadership 


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Council must strengthen protection of civilians in armed conflict – top UN rights official
· RDC: Prévention de la violence sexuelle et réintégration, trop peu financées 
· 'Used as 'bait' for attacks on rebels, doctors claim; Congo army accused of targeting vaccination clinics
· RDC : Plus de 20.000 réfugiés après de récents affrontements ethniques dans le nord
· Congo must arrest war crimes suspect: U. S. envoy 
· Le rapprochement entre la RDC et le Rwanda a été positif - Obasanjo 
· DRC: Fish war prompts thousands to flee 


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· What we remember, why we remember (pointofview)
· Racism still too easy to write off
· La "Nuit de cristal"
· Holocaust memory kept alive Students learn of courage and hope
· L'opportunité Karadzic
· Keeping the Kosovo peace
· Les Etats-Unis freinent l'aide alimentaire à la Somalie, selon l'ONU
· Harsher sentences urged for hate crimes; Society pays a price for offences, says police officer 



EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


Mobilizing the Will to Intervene: Leadership and Action to Prevent Mass Atrocities: Ready to Roll?
DATE:2009.11.23 
TIME/HEURE: 12:30-2:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Carleton University Senate Chambers, Robertson Hall, 6th Floor
INFORMATION: http://www.carleton.ca/csds/events.html

Frank Chalk and Kyle Matthews from the Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies, at Condordia University will discuss implementing the Will to Intervene. W2I is a crucial initiative that focuses on the prevention of genocide and other crimes against humanity. After the terrible events that took place in Rwanda and Kosovo, genocide experts seek to understand how to pressure political leaders to stop crimes against humanity before they escalate into genocide.The goal of W2I is to understand how to operationalize the principles of the Canadian-sponsored Report of the International Commission on Intervention and States Sovereignty on the Responsibility to Protect. Research will focus on how to better mobilize domestic political will in Canada and the United States. Furthermore, practical tools will be designed for nongovernmental agencies, the media, interested groups, and the general public so they can effectively pressure governments to take action to prevent future genocides and other crimes against humanity. The W2I project was developed jointly by General Roméo Dallaire and MIGS. Gen. Dallaire, Canada’s leading advocate of peacemaking, peacekeeping and peace-building in the world’s war-torn regions, brings his experience in Rwanda to the project. He is a Senior Fellow at MIGS, which supports his work with the United Nations Advisory Committee on Genocide Prevention. 


Darfur: Strategic Victimhood Strikes Again?
DATE:2009.11.16 
TIME/HEURE: 12:30-2:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Great Canadian Theatre Company, Ottawa 
INFORMATION: http://www.carleton.ca/npsia/whats_new/calendar/nov_events.htm#caspian 

While most humanitarians advocate more international intervention in Darfur, some analysts urge the opposite on grounds that intervention actually leads to more violence against civilians by creating a "moral hazard": the promise of intervention emboldens rebels to fight, provoking state-sponsored retaliation against civilians, thereby exacerbating and prolonging the humanitarian emergency. In this presentation Alan Kuperman examines the moral-hazard hypothesis in Darfur and finds compelling evidence for its validity: The expectation of humanitarian intervention has increased both the magnitude and duration of Darfur's rebellion, and therefore the retaliation it provoked against civilians. The presentation will also explore the policy implications for intervention in Darfur and other humanitarian emergencies.
                 
Alan J. Kuperman is Associate Professor of Public Affairs at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin. He is a specialist on ethnic conflict, U.S. military intervention and nuclear proliferation, and is author of The Limits of Humanitarian Intervention: Genocide in Rwanda and co-editor of Gambling on Humanitarian Intervention: Moral Hazard, Rebellion, and Civil War.


The Children's Republic
DATE:2009.11.03-22 
TIME/HEURE: 20:00, or 16:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Great Canadian Theatre Company, Ottawa 
INFORMATION: http://www.gctc.ca/plays/the-childrens-republic 

Dr. Janusz Korczak is the King of Children. Doctor, author and champion of children's rights, Janusz runs a remarkable orphanage in Poland. But when the Nazis invade, the Jewish orphans are forced into the Warsaw Ghetto. Janusz follows to protect their rights and dignity. In a world devoid of freedom and even the necessities of life, what else do you have but your honour and ideals? A powerful and true tale of beauty, heroism and legacy.


A Woman Among Warlords
DATE:2009.11.26
TIME/HEURE: 19:00
LOCATION/LIEU: Centretown United Church, 507 Bank St
INFORMATION: http://acp-cpa.ca/en/ReinstateMalalai.htm.Tickets: $10, $5 for students and unwaged.

Democracy Now! and the BBC have called her “The Bravest Woman in Afghanistan”. She has been a vocal critic of Canada and NATO's occupation of her country. And on November 26, outspoken Afghan Member of Parliament Malalai Joya will speak in Ottawa. Don't miss Malalai Joya at this special event to launch her book, A Woman Among Warlords: The Extraordinary Story of an Afghan Who Dared to Speak Out. To learn more about Malalai Joya, see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malalai_Joya and http://www.malalaijoya.com/dcmj/.


Dangerous Communities: Local Political Milieux and the Persecution of Jews in Occupied Poland
DATE:2009.11.20
TIME/HEURE: 11 :00
LOCATION/LIEU: Desmarais Building, 55 Laurier Ave. E., Room 3120
Information: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/cepi-cips/eng/events.asp

Jeffrey S. Kopstein is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Centre for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies at the University of Toronto.  He has held fellowships at Harvard University, Princeton University, and has also been an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow.  He has written extensively in the fields of European politics, transatlantic relations, and political economy. His publications include various books and edited volumes, including Growing Apart? America and Europe in the 21st Century (Cambridge, 2008), Comparative Politics: Interests, Identities, and Institutions in a Changing Global Order (Cambridge, 2000, 2005, 2008), and The Politics of Economic Decline in East Germany, (Univ. of North Carolina Press Hill, 1997).  Recent scholarly articles have appeared in the Journal of Politics, Comparative Political Studies, World Politics, Comparative Politics, Theory and Society, Political Theory, German Politics and Society, and The Washington Quarterly. In 2006 he was the recipient of the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Arts and Science Outstanding Teaching Award.


INFORMATION

Imagine a World Free of Mass Violence

PUBLICATION: Stanford University Digital Collections
VIDEO: http://lib.stanford.edu/pg 

"Preventing Genocide" is a video documentary and archive grown out of the work of Dr. David A. Hamburg. Produced as an extension to Hamburg's book of the same name, the collection presents the perspectives of numerous world leaders -- including Kofi Annan and Desmond Tutu among many key figures -- as an educational resource, one that reveals the growing opportunities for the prevention of mass violence. Genocide need not happen ever again.

REPORTS – RAPPORTS 

On Vulnerable Ground : Violence against Minority Communities in Nineveh Province’s Disputed Territories
PUBLICATION: HRW
DATE: 2009.11.10
INFORMATION: http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/11/10/vulnerable-ground-0

This 51-page report calls on the regional government to grant legal recognition to Shabaks and Yazidis as distinct ethnic groups instead of imposing Kurdish identity on them and to ensure that they can participate in public affairs without fear of retribution. The report also calls on the central government in Baghdad to protect minorities at the local, provincial, and national levels, and to investigate killings and displacement of Assyrian Christians and deadly attacks against other minorities.


NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

Sudan: Obama Sudan Strategy Hailed By Africa Policy Specialists 
PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.11.09

Diplomats and Africa policy specialists are hailing the Obama administration's new policy toward Sudan as a practical approach to stopping violence in Sudan's Darfur region while preserving a peace accord that ended the nation's 22-year civil war in 2005. At the October 19 unveiling of the new strategy, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said, "It reflects the administration's seriousness, sense of urgency, and collective agreement about how best to address the complex challenges that have prevented resolution of the crisis in Darfur and full implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement [CPA]." Key elements of the CPA include sharing power at the national level between the predominantly Muslim North and Christian South Sudan for six years, an equal distribution of oil wealth and a referendum in the South in 2011 on the question of secession from Sudan. The Obama plan calls for a greater dialogue among the United States, international partners and Sudan to end the Khartoum government's support of attacks in Darfur and spur implementation of the CPA while pressing the Sudanese to get tougher on terrorism. The Obama strategy includes potential sanctions if certain benchmarks to progress that remain classified are not met.
 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200911040887.html


Risque de famine au Sud-Soudan
PUBLICATION: Le Devoir
DATE: 2009.11.09

Bor, Soudan - Le Sud-Soudan pourrait être confronté à la famine si les autorités n'arrivent pas à contenir les violences tribales et la malnutrition sévère qui touche déjà plus d'un million de personnes dans cette vaste région sous-développée, a averti hier un haut responsable de l'ONU. Une deuxième année consécutive marquée par des pluies insuffisantes ou mal distribuées doublées d'affrontements tribaux au cours des derniers mois risquent d'avoir un «impact sérieux» sur la vie des enfants du Sud-Soudan, a déclaré dimanche Hilde Johnson, vice-directrice de l'Unicef. «La crise risque de faire mal, très mal», a ajouté la responsable pendant une visite à Bor, la capitale de l'État de Jonglei, le plus touché par la montée en flèche des violences tribales à l'origine de près de 2000 morts depuis le début de l'année au Sud-Soudan. «Il y a actuellement 1,2 million de personnes au Sud-Soudan affectées par l'insécurité alimentaire chronique, et nous ne voyons que le début» de ce problème, a-t-elle souligné. La saison sèche ne fait que commencer, mais déjà plusieurs personnes n'ont rien à manger en raison de la faible récolte…

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091109/le/0911090W.htm


British man sent to prison for selling vehicles to Sudan
PUBLICATION: Waterloo Region Record
DATE: 2009.11.05

A British millionaire who sent 15 amphibious personnel carriers to Sudan was imprisoned Wednesday for breaking a government arms embargo. Businessperson Andrew Jackson, 46, had pleaded guilty to flouting a British ban on exporting items that could be used by the Sudanese military to wage war in Darfur, where more than 300,000 people have been killed in the government's campaign against ethnic African rebels. On Wednesday Judge Nicholas Loraine-Smith sentenced him to two years and eight months in prison for breaching British trade restrictions, noting that he had been repeatedly warned not to export the vehicles to Sudan. "You decided to sell 15 of these carriers to a company in that wartorn country," he told Jackson. "While you may have hoped they would be used for civilian purposes you knew of their military capacity." A UN arms embargo was imposed on Sudan and the rebel groups fighting there in 2005, although the international organization has accused both sides of repeatedly violating its restrictions. Britain's Press Association news agency said that Jackson's company, L. Jackson and Co. Ltd., sent a batch of Hagglund BV206 half tracks to Sudan by way of Norway, although it did not say precisely when. The vehicles are described on the company's website as military-grade personnel and equipment carriers now commonly used for oil exploration, arctic expeditions and mountain rescue. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091105/kwrc/0911051W.htm


SOUDAN: Au Darfour des groupes bafouent l’embargo sur les armes - nouveau rapport 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.11.11

Dans la région du Darfour au Soudan, des groupes armés continuent de violer un embargo sur les armes des Nations Unies ainsi que les lois internationales humanitaires et des droits humains, selon un nouveau rapport d’un groupe d’experts des Nations Unies. « Toutes les parties au conflit continuent à ignorer l’obligation qui leur incombe de veiller au respect du droit international humanitaire et du droit international des droits de l’homme dans les zones placées qu’elles contrôlent », dit le rapport. « Parmi les mouvements armés, le Mouvement pour la justice et l’égalité (MJE) est celui qui commet le plus de violations de l’embargo sur les armes, menant des attaques répétées », dit-il. Le Soudan a rejeté le rapport, disant qu’il demanderait que le Conseil de Sécurité mette fin au mandat du groupe d’experts. « Nous en avons assez de ce comité », aurait dit Abdel-Mahmoud Abdel-Halim, ambassadeur du Soudan aux Nations Unies, selon des articles de presse. « Notre position est un rejet total de ce rapport ». 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=86991


Sudan: Leading Rights Group Says Evidence against Sudanese Government Presents Opportunity and Obligation for U.S. Leadership 
PUBLICATION : AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.11.06

Human Rights First urges the Obama Administration to take immediate and firm action in response to a new investigative report issued by experts monitoring the United Nations arms embargo on Sudan. The report, released late yesterday, reveals ongoing and systematic abuses against civilians in Darfur and provides detailed evidence of violations of the embargo and related Security Council resolutions by the Government of Sudan and other belligerents. The panel of experts findings come less than a month after the United States announced its new Sudan policy, which calls for the use of both pressure and incentives to move all parties toward peace. Human Rights First noted that the U.S. government must not miss this important opportunity to put its policy into action and hold accountable those who continue to inflict violence on the people of Darfur. "The release of this report tests the Obama Administration's new Sudan policy. The Sudanese government's violations of international law must be met with both condemnation by the U.S. and clear action to ensure that these multilateral sanctions are enforced," stated Human Rights First's Julia Fromholz, "The U.S. does a commendable job of enforcing its own unilateral sanctions on Sudan. The UN sanctions deserve similar enforcement, a step that would help change the military and political dynamic in Darfur."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200911061138.html


Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


Council must strengthen protection of civilians in armed conflict – top UN rights official
PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.11.11

The top United Nations human rights official today called on the Security Council to put more muscle into protecting civilians in armed conflict, citing Israel’s war in Gaza and the situations in Sudan’s Darfur region, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Afghanistan as prime examples of the need to bring perpetrators to justice. “To be effective in the protection of civilians, the Council must consistently work to ensure accountability for perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other gross violations of human rights,” High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay said in a statement delivered by Deputy High Commissioner Kyung-wha Kang. “The establishment of tribunals for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and elsewhere, as well as the referral of specific cases to the International Criminal Court, have helped to send an important signal that even in the ‘fog of war’ impunity is not assured,” she added, stressing that “the corrosive effect of impunity on both human rights and peace” was clearly documented by the UN fact-finding mission’s report on the Gaza conflict last winter.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32922&Cr=armed+conflict&Cr1=


RDC: Prévention de la violence sexuelle et réintégration, trop peu financées 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.11.05

GOMA, 5 novembre 2009 (IRIN) - Tandis qu’une aide médicale et psychologique est apportée aux victimes de violences sexuelles dans l’est de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC), où 7 000 femmes et filles ont été violées cette année seulement, les Nations Unies et les travailleurs humanitaires sur le terrain affirment que le financement est insuffisant pour répondre de manière appropriée à des problèmes cruciaux. « L’intérêt accru de la communauté internationale pour [la question] des violences sexuelles en RDC a entraîné une hausse significative du financement, doublée d’un manque disproportionné d’évaluations des véritables besoins sur le terrain et d’une mauvaise compréhension de la complexité des problèmes », note-t-on dans le document Comprehensive Strategy on Combating Sexual Violence in the DRC [Stratégie globale pour combattre la violence sexuelle en RDC], publié en 2009 par le Bureau du Conseiller spécial et coordinateur en matière de violence sexuelle en RDC. « Les efforts sont répartis de manière inégale [...] Le programme se concentre essentiellement sur deux secteurs : le soutien médical et judiciaire aux victimes de violences sexuelles, tandis que les autres secteurs [bénéficient de] très peu d’interventions », lit-on dans le document.
 
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=86901


'Used as 'bait' for attacks on rebels, doctors claim; Congo army accused of targeting vaccination clinics

PUBLICATION: Edmonton Journal
DATE: 2009.11.07

Doctors Without Borders (MSF) on Friday said it was "used as bait" by the Democratic Republic of Congo's army in attacks on rebels at sites where the aid group was carrying out vaccinations for children. "MSF denounces this clearly unacceptable abuse of humanitarian aid for military purposes," said the organization in a statement. The medical charity was vaccinating thousands of children against measles on Oct. 17 at seven sites in the rebel-held Masisi district in eastern DR Congo when the national army launched attacks, forcing the women and children to flee. "Scattering everywhere, they are now in unknown locations and thus cannot be vaccinated," said MSF. "We feel we were used as bait," said Luis Encinas, head of MSF programs in Central Africa. "The attacks coincided with the beginning of our vaccination and put the lives of civilians in extreme risk." MSF said that in keeping with standard procedure, the aid group had informed parties including the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) rebel group, the Congolese government and UN peacekeepers of the immunization program before starting it. "It is this neutrality that makes it possible for MSF teams to vaccinate in such FDLR-controlled zones, which, until that point, had been inaccessible to Ministry of Health staff," it said. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091107/edjn/0911071K.htm


RDC : Plus de 20.000 réfugiés après de récents affrontements ethniques dans le nord
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.11.10

Le nombre de réfugiés qui ont fui les affrontements ethniques sanglants dans la province de l'Equateur en République démocratique du Congo (RDC) début novembre est estimé désormais à 21.800, a indiqué mardi le Haut Commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés (UNHCR). Le HCR s'est rendu auprès de ces réfugiés dispersés dans des villages situés sur une bande de 160 kilomètres le long de la rivière Oubangui marquant la frontière entre la RDC et la République du Congo. Les réfugiés, qui appartiennent principalement à l'ethnie munzaya, ont commencé à arriver au Congo mercredi dernier. Ils ont trouvé abri dans des villages se situant dans les districts de Betou et d'Impfondo au nord du Congo et ils ont indiqué à nos employés avoir fui les membres de la tribu enyele. Selon les témoignages de ces réfugiés, des miliciens enyeles sont allés de maison en maison, pillant, violant et tuant en majorité des civils munzayas à Dongo et dans des villages situés aux alentours. Ces villages sont désormais quasiment désertés de leurs habitants. Les réfugiés indiquent que la violence a pour origine un conflit sur les droits d'agriculture et de pêche. 70% des réfugiés sont des femmes et des enfants. Ce week-end, le HCR a commencé à leur distribuer des couvertures, des nattes de couchage, des moustiquaires, des batteries de cuisine et des jerrycans.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20560&Cr=Congo&Cr1=


Congo must arrest war crimes suspect: U. S. envoy 

PUBLICATION: The Chatham Daily News
DATE: 2009.11.11

The Democratic Republic of Congo must arrest an indicted war crimes suspect believed to hold a senior command position in U. N.-backed military operations in the east of the country, the U. S. envoy to the region has said. 
Army documents and military officials say former rebel general Jean Bosco Ntaganda, also known as "the Terminator", is deputy commander of an anti-rebel offensive that is being supported by the UN mission in Congo MONUC. However, the United Nations denies it has any direct contact with Ntaganda.

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091111/CQ/0911110E.htm


Le rapprochement entre la RDC et le Rwanda a été positif - Obasanjo 
PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.11.09

L'Envoyé spécial du Secrétaire général pour la région des Grands lacs, Olusegun Obasanjo, a estimé lundi devant le Conseil de sécurité que le rapprochement entre la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) et le Rwanda avait eu des résultats positifs pour la paix et la stabilité de la région. 
Depuis un an, M. Obasanjo mène aux côtés de son cofacilitateur, l'ex-Président tanzanien Benjamin Mkapa, des efforts pour aider les parties à trouver une issue aux crises successives. M. Obasanjo a salué le fait que la menace que représente la présence des groupes armés dans la région, notamment les Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR), avait considérablement baissé au cours des derniers mois, grâce en particulier aux opérations militaires conduites par l'armée congolaise. Il a également noté que le Congrès national pour la défense du peuple (CNDP) n'existait plus en tant qu'organisation politico-militaire. L'Envoyé spécial a rappelé que les négociations entre le Président de la RDC, Joseph Kabila, et le Président du Rwanda, Paul Kagame avaient culminé, une première fois, avec la décision qu'ils avaient prise, en août dernier, d'unir leurs forces pour mettre fin à la présence des FDLR sur le sol congolais. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20551&Cr=Congo&Cr1=

DRC: Fish war prompts thousands to flee 
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.11.05

KINSHASA, 5 November 2009 (IRIN) - At least 16,000 civilians have fled deadly clashes in western Democratic Republic of Congo and are now languishing, many without food or shelter, in neighbouring Republic of Congo, according to the UN and local officials.“These villagers fled interethnic fighting [in Dungu, Equateur Province] which has already claimed 47 lives and caused many injuries,” said Francesca Fontanini, a spokeswoman for the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR).Equateur’s police chief, Col Joly Limengo, told IRIN that clashes had broken out last week between members of the Lobala and Boba communities over access to fishing ponds.Those who fled are having problems with nutrition, medical supplies and shelter, according to Fontanini, citing the findings of an inter-agency mission made up of officials from UNHCR, other UN agencies, the Interior Ministry and local NGOs.“Villagers are still crossing [the Ubangi river] to Republic of Congo. By yesterday [4 November], more than 16,000 had done so. Most did not take any provisions at all, or only very few. They are housed in municipal buildings or in the open. There is either no health centre, or insufficient medical supplies where they are,” she said.

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=86898


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

What we remember, why we remember (pointofview)
PUBLICATION: The Sault Star
DATE: 2009.11.11

Duty. Honour. Sacrifice. Those are the things we recall on this Remembrance Day -- at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, marking the signing of the armistice that ended the First World War, 91 years ago today. We do so not with flowery speeches or excessive displays of grief, for that would dishonour the quiet courage of all those Canadians we remember today. Rather, we do so at the appointed time with a few moments of silence. And in that silence, we remind ourselves of the ultimate sacrifice made for our sakes by the 284 Canadians who gave their lives serving in the Boer War, the 68,000 who died in the First World War, the 47,000 in the Second World War, the 516 in the Korean War, the 116 on UN peacekeeping missions and the 133 who have died, to this date, serving us in Afghanistan. Today is the day, however briefly, we set aside our political and regional differences. For on this day, we are all Canadians, united in respect for all those who have served and continue to serve us in both war and peace. As well as those who died, we honour, and remember, those who returned home from war, forever scarred, both physically and emotionally, by its horrors. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091111/XV/09111112.htm


Racism still too easy to write off
PUBLICATION: The Daily News (Nanaimo
DATE: 2009.11.10

History has an amazing way of asserting itself. Nanaimo may not have a lot in common with the Berlin Wall, which crumbled 20 years ago, but an incident in this city has echoes from another more infamous moment in German history that happened 71 years ago this week. It was on the night of Nov. 9-10 that Kristallnacht, or Night of Broken Glass, heralded state-sponsored persecution of the Jews in Nazi Germany. After the police shooting of Jeff Hughes last month we learned that racism is alive and well. If Hughes did not espouse white supremacist views, those who did had much to say about his death. And the links of history continue to be forged as we attend Remembrance Day ceremonies tomorrow, honouring Canadian soldiers who died in the Second World War and all conflicts. The news of Hughes's death was posted on both racist and anti-racist websites alike, revealing little about him and more about how racism and anti-Semitism remain a virulent disease on the human condition. There were indications that Hughes was associated with the Northwest Front, a group dedicated to creating a nation for white people in the U.S. Pacific Northwest. Kristallnacht is an important event to remember not because it was horrific in itself but rather because it was the first state-sponsored and sanctioned violence that initiated the early stages of the Holocaust. William L. Shirer, in The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, is clear. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091110/nadn/0911100C.htm


La "Nuit de cristal"
PUBLICATION: Le Soleil
DATE: 2009.11.10

L'Allemagne ne doit pas oublier que le 9 novembre n'est pas seulement l'anniversaire de la chute du mur de Berlin, c'est aussi celui de la "Nuit de cristal" en 1938, un pogrom antijuif qui marqua le prélude à l'Holocauste, a rappelé hier la communauté juive allemande. Le 9 novembre 1938, 300 synagogues et des dizaines de milliers de commerces et de maisons appartenant à des juifs furent endommagés ou détruits. Quelque 90 juifs moururent et 30 000 furent arrêtés et internés dans des camps de concentration

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091110/ls/09111006.htm


Holocaust memory kept alive Students learn of courage and hope
PUBLICATION: The Toronto Sun
DATE: 2009.11.05

Holocaust survivor Elly Gotz, who spent three years in a German concentration camp, yesterday told students of courage and hope he witnessed amid the Nazi horror. Gotz, 81, and another survivor, Faye Schulman, both of Toronto, shared their stories yesterday at Northern Collegiate Institute, which is holding a Holocaust Education Week. Gotz and his father were imprisoned at the notorious Dachau concentration camp for three years. "I felt bad for many years telling people my parents survived the concentration camps," he said. "Everybody else I knew had lost all their family." Schulman, who was born in Poland, had her family murdered by the Nazis in 1942. She escaped and joined the Soviet partisans to fight for freedom. She immigrated to Canada in 1948 and wrote A Partisan's Memoir. 
Teacher Michael Butler said the students wanted to meet and hear the survivors. "We are hoping the students will take away a greater awareness of the Holocaust," Butler said. "This is a socially active school and we want to encourage our kids to stand up." 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091105/tn/0911051S.htm


L'opportunité Karadzic
PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.11.06

Le procès de Radovan Karadzic pourrait, si les juges et l'accusé trouvent un terrain d'entente sur l'organisation de la défense, être la chance qu'attendait la justice internationale. Certes Karadzic se dit innocent. On ne peut attendre de la part de l'ex-" président " bosno-serbe autoproclamé ni reconnaissance des crimes ni repentir. Pourtant, une certaine part de vérité pourrait émerger. Car Radovan Karadzic, le psychiatre et poète qui avait promis que les Bosniaques musulmans " disparaîtraient de la surface de la Terre ", l'homme de la " purification ethnique ", du siège de Sarajevo et des tueries de Srebrenica, a une particularité : il a envie de ce procès. Karadzic étudie le million de pages du dossier d'accusation, cherche des témoins, et a l'intention de conduire lui-même sa défense. Alors que le président serbe Slobodan Milosevic est mort en cellule avant le verdict et que le chef militaire Ratko Mladic est en cavale, le procès Karadzic pourrait être la meilleure opportunité du Tribunal pénal international pour l'ex-Yougoslavie (TPIY) d'écrire le récit des heures les plus noires de l'Europe de la fin du XXe siècle. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091106/lm/09110604.htm


Keeping the Kosovo peace
PUBLICATION: The Guardian (Charlottetown
DATE: 2009.11.10

Keeping the peace in Prince Edward Island's capital city has long been the career way of life for Sgt. Gordon McConnell. But in 2003/2004 this member of the Charlottetown City Police Service stepped it up more than a few notches when he travelled to Decani, Kosovo for seven months to provide peacekeeping services in this war-torn province of the former Yugoslavia. And as his time in that city wrapped up, McConnell found himself smack dab in the middle of violent rioting by ethnic Albanians against Serb and other non-Albanian communities that lasted three days and 19 people dead, more than 1,000 wounded and 4,100 displaced. "There was lots of gunfire and rioting (during those three days)," remembers McConnell, who is one of a number of officers from the Charlottetown Police Service who have been involved in this type of international policing mission, which is under the banner of the United Nations (UN). McConnell was a corporal in 2003 when the opportunity to volunteer for peacekeeping service, working with the Kosovo Police Service (KPS) at a local police facility in Decani. This deployment was part of an RCMP-run peacekeeping unit that supplies officers from the RCMP and municipal police forces for deployment for UN peacekeeping missions around the world. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091110/gc/0911102K.htm


Les Etats-Unis freinent l'aide alimentaire à la Somalie, selon l'ONU
PUBLICATION: pcf
DATE: 2009.11.07

Les Nations-Unies manquent de nourriture pour les millions de Somaliens qui meurent de faim, parce que les Etats-Unis freinent l'aide alimentaire, de peur qu'elle ne tombe aux mains d'Al-Qaïda, selon l'ONU. Le mois dernier, le Programme alimentaire mondial (PAM) a du diviser par deux les rations qu'il distribue aux personnes qui en ont besoin dans ce pays désorganisé politiquement. Un porte-parole de l'organisation basée à Rome a prévenu samedi que le programme alimentaire mondial serait à court de denrées alimentaire en décembre prochain. Le Département d'Etat américain a confirmé qu'il craignait de voir des militants islamistes s'emparer de l'assistance humanitaire en Somalie, mais nie que la chaîne de l'aide ait été brisée. Washington dit travailler à la reprise de certains programmes qui ont pris du retard. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091108/pcf/09110822.htm


Harsher sentences urged for hate crimes; Society pays a price for offences, says police officer
PUBLICATION: Calgary Herald
DATE: 2009.11.11

An Alberta police officer is calling for changes to the Criminal Code to deal with crimes motivated by hatred of race, ethnicity or sexual orientation. Stephen Camp, co-chairman of the Alberta Hate Crimes Committee, says such offences are "message crimes" that can have ripple effects in communities and across society. An amendment to the Criminal Code, he said, could mean harsher sentences for people convicted of crimes motivated by hate and may act as a deterrent. It would also be a reflection of what's important to Canadian society, he said. "It's not just a crime on the individual that occurs, it's actually a crime against the entire community. It's the obligation, I think, for government and law enforcement to protect our way of life," said Camp, a detective with the Edmonton Police Service. Camp's comments come as his committee released a report Tuesday on the number of hate crimes and incidents reported by police in Alberta. The report calls for, among other things, a strategy to help with complex investigations and training for officers and justice officials so they can respond properly to hate crimes. The report notes high levels of discrimination and hate crimes against aboriginal people in Canada. Christy Morgan, senior community liaison with the Calgary Urban Aboriginal Initiative, said some native people in this city don't report incidences of discrimination or hate crime. "Sometimes the process can seem very daunting," she said. The Alberta Hate Crimes Committee report found large differences in the number of hate crimes and incidents reported across the province. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/11/091111/cahr/0911111I.htm




