News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS
· Darfur Vigil

· Canada, the G8, and Africa: The rise and decline of a hegemonic project?
· Humain Avant Tout – Human Above All: Screaming to Prevent Genocide? Crier pour Prévenir Les Génocides?
REPORTS – RAPPORTS
· Whatever Happened to Peacekeeping? The Future of a Tradition 
· Indonesia: Radicalisation and Dialogue in Papua

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Sudan elections may be postponed
· Soudan accord de cessez-le-feu
· Sudan executes men who killed foreign workers
· Deux humanitaires français enlevés en Centrafrique relâchés au Soudan
· Sudan: President Mbeki, Chair of the AUHIP, Formally Submits the Electoral Code of Conduct to the NEC

Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Congo Soldiers Seize Wounded Patients at Gunpoint
· Le PAM ouvre un pont aérien vers le nord de la République du Congo
· Belgian king to attend 50-year independence celebrations in former colony Congo
· First Quantum faces new DRC quandary
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· UN expert on genocide prevention travels to West Africa
· Somalie: Le Conseil de sécurité condamne le détournement de l'aide alimentaire
· Gays in Dutch army partly to blame for 1995 genocide
· Une accalmie de courte durée - La violence reprend au Nigeria
· US State Department denies deal to block Armenian genocide resolution opposed by Turkey
· Nigeria: La présidentielle organisée en janvier ou avril 2011
· Talking Turkey about Armenian genocide
· La Somalie passe du statut d'Etat en faillite à celui d'État fragile, estime l'ONU
· Sweden condemns MPs' 'genocide' vote
· Génocide rwandais : Le TPIR confirme la condamnation de deux accusés
· Nigeria pulls ambassador to Libya after Gadhafi suggests splitting it along religious lines
· In bid for stability, acting president of Nigeria expected to rehire half of cabinet
· Video calls for Muslims to kill Christians in Nigeria
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


Darfur Vigil

DATE: 2010.03.18 from at 8:00 p.m.
LOCATION/LIEU: University of Toronto, Hart House Circle
INFORMATION: www.standcanada.org

The Stand for the Dead Campaign (www.standforthedead.com) will be commemorating the lives and stories of those who have died in Darfur in the past 7 years of conflict. Our hope is to not only honour and remember the victims of the Darfur genocide but also to advocate for those still suffering in the ongoing crisis. Highlights will include inspirational speakers from the Darfuri community, Stand Canada and humanitarian organizations on the ground and acoustic performances by Erik Alcock and Craig Stickland of We Are The Take.


Canada, the G8, and Africa: The rise and decline of a hegemonic project?

DATE: 2010.03.23 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
LOCATION/LIEU: Humanities Theatre, 303 Paterson Hall, Carleton University

("PA" on campus map, http://www2.carleton.ca/campus/)
The High Commission for the Republic of South Africa in Canada and the Institute of African Studies at Carleton University invite you to the Africa Dialogue Series talk. David Black is Professor of Political Science and International Development Studies, and Director of the Centre for Foreign Policy Studies at Dalhousie University in Halifax. He was previously Chair of the Department of International Development Studies at Dalhousie. A recurrent theme in his research and publications has been Canada's role in Sub-Saharan Africa, including development assistance, human security, extractive industries and international diplomacy, notably in the context of the G8. Among his recent publications are A DECADE OF HUMAN SECURITY (co-edited with Sandra MacLean and Tim Shaw; Ashgate 2006); and THE INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OF MASS ATROCITIES: THE CASE OF DARFUR (co-edited with Paul Williams; Routledge 2010).

Humain Avant Tout – Human Above All: Screaming to Prevent Genocide? Crier pour Prévenir Les Génocides?

DATE: 2010.03.25 from 17:30 – 20:00 
LOCATION/LIEU: Parliament of Canada, Room 308, West Block, Ottawa
INFORMATION: www.humainavanttout.net - RSVP: info@humainavanttout.net. For more information on the film, please visit www.screamersmovie.com.

A screening of the documentary Screamers by Carla Garapedian/ Projection du Documentaire Screamers (Crieurs) de Carla Garapedian. POST-SCREENING DISCUSSION with director/ DISCUSSION APRES LA PROJECTION avec la réalisatrice Carla Garapedian. SCREAMERS, A documentary about genocide which features System Of A Down, will be released on DVD on April 20. The critically acclaimed film, directed by Carla Garapedian, traces the history of genocide and genocide denial through the atrocities in Armenia, The Holocaust, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur. To coincide with the film's release, Screamers will also be screened by Amnesty International at their Human Rights Centre in London on April 21 and will be presented by vocalist Serj Tankian the following day at Oxford University. 
REPORTS – RAPPORTS


Whatever Happened to Peacekeeping? The Future of a Tradition 

PUBLICATION: Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute

DATE: 2010.01.

INFORMATION: http://www.cdfai.org/PDF/Whatever%20Happened%20to%20Peacekeeping%20The%20Future%20of%20a%20Tradition%20-%20English.pdf 

Peacekeeping enjoys an excellent reputation both in Canada and worldwide; however, this reputation is based on the perception of peacekeeping inherited from the 60’s. At that time, peacekeeping was essentially a UN military activity dedicated to the observance of a cease-fire and to the interposition of troops between states. The use of force was strictly limited to self defence for Blue Helmets who relied on the goodwill and cooperation of the conflict’s parties in order to carry out their mission. This image of the “keeper of the peace” permeates the public’s

collective imagination and, in some ways, shapes one aspect of foreign policy in many countries, including Canada.1 These countries forge international reputation on their participation in UN peacekeeping operations. Today, however, what we call “peacekeeping” has evolved and now puts a wide range of tools in the hands of UN and other non-UN actors such as NATO and the European Union, aimed at managing conflicts within states, but now also extending from conflict prevention to peacekeeping and from peace enforcement, to peacebuilding.

Indonesia: Radicalisation and Dialogue in Papua

PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group 
DATE: 2010.03.11
INFORMATION: http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/asia/south_east_asia/188_radicalisation_and_dialogue_in_papua.pdf 

The latest report from the International Crisis Group, charts the radicalisation of activists from the central highlands, the province’s mountainous spine, and links a small group of them, the pro-independence National Committee for West Papua (Komite Nasional Papua Barat, KNPB),  to some of the violence that erupted in Papua in 2009. The KNPB is not broadly representative and its tactics are decried by other activists, but its message – that peaceful methods have failed to produce results – resonates more widely.
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan


Sudan elections may be postponed


PUBLICATION: The Star Phoenix (Saskatoon) 
DATE: 2010.03.19
Sudan may have to postpone its first multi-party elections in 24 years due to logistical delays, with hundreds of thousands of names missing from the voters' list weeks before voting, observers said Thursday. Carter Center officials issued a report saying Sudan's April presidential and legislative elections remained "at risk on multiple fronts" and urged Sudan to lift harsh restrictions on rallies and end fighting in Darfur ahead of the ballot. Voting is due to start in Africa's largest country on April 11 in elections promised under a 2005 peace deal that ended more than two decades of north-south civil war. Sudan is preparing for some of the most complex elections on record with at least six different votes using three different voting systems. The ballot, originally scheduled before July 2009, has already been delayed several times. The Carter Center, a non-governmental organization founded by former U.S. president Jimmy Carter that aims to further democracy and human rights, said preparations by Sudan's National Elections Commission were lagging.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201032143912515_7.htm 



Soudan accord de cessez-le-feu


PUBLICATION: La Tribune (Sherbrooke) 

DATE: 2010.03.19

Le gouvernement soudanais et plusieurs groupes rebelles du Darfour ont signé hier un cessez-le-feu, ouvrant la voie à des négociations politiques en vue d'un accord de paix définitif. C'est la deuxième trêve en moins d'un mois que conclut Khartoum avec des rebelles de cette région de l'ouest du pays. Le représentant du gouvernement, Ghazi Salah Eddin Atabani, et El-Tijani El-Sissi, le leader du nouvement Mouvement de libération et de justice, ont signé l'accord à Doha, au Qatar. L'organisation rassemble plusieurs petits groupes de rebelles, dont certains ont rompu avec le Mouvement de libération du Soudan (MLS d'Abdelwahid Elnur, qui se sont récemment unis pour négocier avec les autorités. Ibrahim Gambari, le représentant spécial conjoint de l'ONU et de l'Union africaine au Darfour, a déclaré que la signature de la trêve représentant une autre "étape importante sur la route vers" un accord de paix "global" qui apporterait "une paix durable et une stabilité au Darfour". Il a cependant averti que la clef de cet accord était l'engagement de l'ensemble des parties en faveur de son application. Le cessez-le-feu intervient moins d'un mois après la vaine signature d'une trêve similaire.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201031426363144_33.htm 


Sudan executes men who killed foreign workers


PUBLICATION: The North Bay Nugget 

DATE: 2010.03.18

Sudan executed two people convicted of killing four oil workers, two of them Chinese, in one of the country's most energy-rich regions, state media reported on Wednesday. The two were found guilty in 2004 of killing the workers and looting their vehicle in Heglig in Sudan's South Kordofan state, state Suna news agency reported. The report did not give further details of the incident but said the workers had been employed by a Chinese oil company. Foreign interest in Sudanese oil has pushed workers into some of the country's most remote and insecure corners.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/03/par20103471717759_929.htm 

Deux humanitaires français enlevés en Centrafrique relâchés au Soudan


PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press  

DATE: 2010.03.14
Deux humanitaires français qui avaient été enlevés le 22 novembre à Birao en Centrafrique ont été libérés dimanche après-midi au Darfour (Soudan), a annoncé le ministre des Affaires étrangères Bernard Kouchner. "J'ai la joie de confirmer la libération, aujourd'hui au Darfour, des deux employés de l'ONG 'Triangle génération humanitaire', retenus en otage depuis leur enlèvement en République centrafricaine le 22 novembre 2009", déclare M. Kouchner dans un communiqué. "Nos deux compatriotes vont maintenant regagner Khartoum", la capitale du Soudan. Nicolas Sarkozy a dit se réjouir de la libération d'Olivier Denis et Olivier Frappé, remerciant "tous ceux qui ont participé à cet heureux dénouement". Le président souhaite par ailleurs la libération rapide de Gauthier Lefèvre, le dernier otage français actuellement détenu dans la région. Ce membre du CICR a été enlevé le 22 octobre dans l'ouest du Darfour. Selon le directeur de Triangle génération humanitaire, Christian Lombard, les deux otages libérés dimanche devraient arriver à Khartoum lundi. "Il n'y a pas eu de rançon, en tout cas pas dans notre cas", a-t-il déclaré par téléphone à l'Associated Press sans fournir d'autres détails, notamment sur leur libération. La République centrafricaine, l'un des pays les plus pauvres du monde, a été sérieusement affectée par les combats au Darfour, région de l'ouest du Soudan.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034157466159_89.htm 


Sudan: President Mbeki, Chair of the AUHIP, Formally Submits the Electoral Code of Conduct to the NEC



PUBLICATION: allAfrica  

DATE: 2010.03.17

The Chairperson of the African Union High Level Implementation Panel on Sudan  (AUHIP),  former  President  of  South  Africa  Thabo  Mbeki,  today  met  the  Chairperson  of  the  Sudanese National Elections Commission (NEC), Mawlana Mr. Abel Alier, to formally submit to the NEC  the Electoral Code of Conduct that had been prepared by the AUHIP and signed by 26 political parties  contesting  the  forthcoming  elections  in  Sudan,  including  both  the  National  Congress  Party  and  the  Sudan  People’s  Liberation  Movement,  as  well  as  by  nine  independent  gubernatorial  candidates  contesting elections in Southern Sudan. The Code commits all signatories to abide by electoral laws, to promote a fair electoral contest, and to  refrain  from  all  forms  of  violence  and  obstruction  of  other  contestants.    In  handing  over  the  signed  Electoral  Code  of  Conduct  to  the  NEC,  Mr.  Mbeki  stressed  that  it  was not  meant  to  replace  existing  Sudanese  national  legislation,  but  was  a  set  of  commitments  entered  into  voluntarily  that  are complementary to Sudanese legal provisions, in order to ensure that the forthcoming elections are free,  fair, transparent and inclusive…

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003180759.html 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


Congo Soldiers Seize Wounded Patients at Gunpoint

PUBLICATION: The New York Times 
DATE: 2010.03.19
Government soldiers barged into a hospital in eastern Congo last week, harassed medical workers and removed four wounded patients at gunpoint, Doctors Without Borders[ON] said Thursday. Eastern Congo has recently been hit by an uptick in clashes between government and rebel forces. According to the organization the soldiers accused three patients of being rebels (the fourth was apparently a civilian). "This incident is a violation of basic humanitarian principles; all sick and wounded have the right to medical care," said Philippe Havet, the head of the group's local mission. "After this serious incident, I am afraid they will never be convinced that it is safe for them to seek any medical help. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/03/par2010367395629_922.htm 

Le PAM ouvre un pont aérien vers le nord de la République du Congo


PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU 

DATE: 2010.03.12

Le Programme alimentaire mondial (PAM) a commencé l'acheminement par avion d'une assistance alimentaire d'urgence dans le nord de la République du Congo (ou Congo-Brazzaville) à destination de dizaines de milliers de réfugiés en provenance de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) voisine. « Approvisionner régulièrement en vivres une région si isolée a représenté un défi logistique majeur pour nous, et nous n'avions pas d'autre alternative que de commencer des ponts aériens pour renforcer nos réserves alimentaires », a expliqué vendredi Alix Loriston, le représentant du PAM en République du Congo. La nourriture est acheminée de Pointe Noire, sur la côte sud du pays, à Impfondo, dans la province nord de Likouala, à la frontière avec la RDC. Plus de 120.000 Congolais ont fui les affrontements violents en RDC depuis le mois d'octobre de l'année dernière et traversé la rivière vers l'ouest. Le PAM distribue des vivres à plus de 59.000 réfugiés congolais depuis la fin novembre, principalement des femmes et des enfants. La distribution la plus récente a été réalisée à la fin du mois de février au profit de 3.000 nouveaux arrivants dans le district de Betou. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21436&Cr=Congo&Cr1= 

Belgian king to attend 50-year independence celebrations in former colony Congo


PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press  

DATE: 2010.03.18

Belgium's Royal Palace says King Albert II will attend Congo's celebrations marking 50 years of independence from its former colonial ruler. The palace said the monarch and Queen Paola have accepted the invitation of Congo's President Joseph Kabila and are joining him for festivities on June 30 in the capital Kinshasa. Belgians ruled the mineral-rich nation of Congo from 1885 to 1960. Historians say several million people were either killed or died from the effects of colonial misrule, particularly during the first 25 years when the territory was formally run by King Leopold II as his private fiefdom.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103424297153_61.htm 

First Quantum faces new DRC quandary


PUBLICATION: National Post   

DATE: 2010.03.17
Doing business in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is never easy, as Canadian miner First Quantum Minerals Ltd. knows well. Last year, the company could only watch as the government expropriated its Kolwezi copper project in a move that ignited cries of corruption. But that was nothing compared to what First Quantum might now be facing in the politically volatile DRC: a legal claim for an incomprehensible US$12-billion in damages. To put that number in perspective, it is roughly triple the DRC government's annual budget. It might not be true; the company heard about it through an indirect source and has not been served with any official claim. But anything is possible in the DRC, and First Quantum is concerned enough about it to disclose the news in its fourth-quarter earnings report, which came out yesterday.
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201031724923121_1.htm 
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

UN expert on genocide prevention travels to West Africa


PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2010.03.16
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Adviser on the prevention of genocide is travelling to West Africa to identify how national and sub-regional bodies can help prevent the scourge.

Due to poor weather, Francis Deng’s visit was delayed and he is now scheduled to arrive in the region tomorrow, it was announced today. He will stop in Guinea, Nigeria and Ghana, where he will discuss his mandate with government officials, UN officials on the ground and representatives from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Mr. Deng, a Sudanese scholar and advocate, was named to the post by Mr. Ban in 2007 to collect information on serious violations of human rights that could lead to genocide and to bring potential genocidal situations to the attention of the Security Council. After holding a range of positions in both the UN and the Sudanese Government, he served as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) from 1992-2004.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34097&Cr=genocide&Cr1= 


Somalie: Le Conseil de sécurité condamne le détournement de l'aide alimentaire


PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.03.19
Le Conseil de sécurité des Nations Unies a prorogé et élargi vendredi le mandat du Groupe de contrôle sur la Somalie, une semaine après que ce dernier a révélé dans un rapport un détournement de l'aide alimentaire par des groupes armés. Par sa résolution 1916 adoptée aujourd'hui à l'unanimité, il « condamne la politisation, le mauvais usage et le détournement de l'aide », et charge le Groupe de contrôle, renforcé de trois experts supplémentaires, d'enquêter sur toutes les activités « qui permettent de dégager des recettes servant à violer les embargos sur les armes visant la Somalie et l'Erythrée ». En 2009, le Conseil de sécurité avait instauré un nouveau régime de sanctions contre l'Erythrée, notamment un embargo sur les armes, accusant cette dernière de soutenir des groupes armés somaliens et de contribuer à déstabiliser le gouvernement fédéral de transition en Somalie.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21506&Cr=Somalie&Cr1= 

Gays in Dutch army partly to blame for 1995 genocide

PUBLICATION: The Telegram (St. John’s)
DATE: 2010.03.19
 A retired U.S. general says Dutch troops failed to defend against the 1995 genocide in the Bosnian war because the army was weakened, partly because it included openly gay soldiers. The comment by John Sheehan, a former NATO commander who retired from the military 1997, shocked some at a Senate Armed Services Committee, where Sheehan spoke in opposition to a proposal to allow gays to serve openly in the U.S. military. Committee Chairman Sen.atorCarl Levin told Sheehan he was "totally off-target." Sheehan said European militaries deteriorated after the collapse of the Soviet Union and focused on peacekeeping because "they did not believe the Germans were going to attack again or the Soviets were coming back." Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and other nations believed there was no longer a need for an active combat capability in the militaries, he said. "They declared a peace dividend and made a conscious effort to socialize their military - that includes the unionization of their militaries, it includes open homosexuality." Dutch troops serving as UN peacekeepers and tasked with defending the town of Srebrenica in 1995 were an example of a force that became ill-equipped for war, he said. "The battalion was understrength, poorly led, and the Serbs came into town, handcuffed the soldiers to the telephone poles, marched the Muslims off and executed them," Sheehan said. "That was the largest massacre in Europe since World War II," he said of the killing of some 8,000 Bosnian Muslim boys and men after Serbian forces captured the town. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201031156660507_67.htm 


Une accalmie de courte durée - La violence reprend au Nigeria


PUBLICATION: Le Devoir 

DATE: 2010.03.18

De nouvelles violences dans le centre du Nigeria, entre cultivateurs chrétiens et pasteurs musulmans, ont fait au moins 13 morts hier. L'accalmie aura été de courte durée. Dix jours après les attaques qui ont fait plus d'une centaine de morts aux environs de Jos, c'est la localité de Riyom, peuplée de chrétiens Beroms, qui a cette fois été la cible d'une nouvelle attaque de musulmans. Selon Mohammed Lerama, le porte-parole de la police de l'Etat du Plateau, l'attaque aurait été perpétrée par des pasteurs Peuls-Fulanis. Le 7 mars, déjà, des nomades musulmans de la même ethnie avaient attaqué, de nuit, trois villages en périphérie de Jos. Depuis, 49 suspects ont été arrêtés. Parmi eux, Arouna Ibrahim, un éleveur de 20 ans. Interrogé au cours de sa garde à vue, il a admis avoir voulu se venger pour des attaques précédentes, commises contre les musulmans en janvier. «Ils ont tué tous mes parents, je suis le seul survivant, a-t-il déclaré. Mes vaches aussi, ils les ont prises et tuées.» En janvier, Jos avait été dévasté par quatre jours d'affrontements entre chrétiens Beroms et musulmans Haoussas. Selon des chiffres officiels, 326 personnes seraient mortes, en grande partie des musulmans habitant les villages alentours. L'État du Plateau déplore trois massacres en moins de trois mois, chaque fois plus violents et en des lieux différents. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103180205177_31.htm 

US State Department denies deal to block Armenian genocide resolution opposed by Turkey

PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.03.17
A U.S. congressional resolution that would recognize Ottoman era killings of Armenians as genocide could go forward despite opposition from the Obama administration. Assistant Secretary of State Philip Gordon told reporters that there is no deal with Democratic congressional leaders to block the resolution. That contradicts earlier claims by the State Department. ''Congress is an independent body and they are going to do what they decide to do,'' Gordon said ahead of speech at the Brookings Institution. Turkey strongly opposes the resolution. It withdrew its ambassador to Washington this month after a congressional committee approved the measure. The Obama administration has urged lawmakers not to allow it to proceed to a vote by the whole House of Representatives.  It is not clear that proponents of the resolution have sufficient support to pass it or that the leader of the House, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat, is prepared to bring it to the floor for a vote. ''I recognize that we have a tough job ahead of us to garner the necessary support,'' said the resolution's chief sponsor, Democratic Rep. Adam Schiff. Gordon said that the resolution had created an obstacle for reconciliation talks between Turkey and Armenia. The two countries reached a deal last year to normalize relations and open their border, but it has not yet been ratified by their governments. Gordon denied that the process has stalled...  

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034349528886_61.htm 


Nigeria: La présidentielle organisée en janvier ou avril 2011


PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.03.16
Le Nigeria organisera l'élection présidentielle en janvier ou avril 2011, a annoncé mardi le président de la commission électorale nationale indépendante, Maurice Iwu. Il a déclaré à la presse que l'Assemblée nationale déterminerait la date exacte du scrutin. En 2007, l'élection s'était déroulée en avril, mais de plus en plus de voix s'élèvent pour demander qu'elle soit organisée plus tôt dans l'année. Le président Umaru Yar'Adua, dont la santé est fragile, n'a pas été vu en public depuis novembre. L'intérim est actuellement assuré par le vice-président Goodluck Jonathan. La commission a proposé que le scrutin soit organisé le 22 janvier ou le 23 avril, avec des élections législatives avant. Yar'Adua a été élu à la tête du pays après une élection marquée par des fraudes, des intimidations et des violences en 2007, des incidents probablement orchestrés par le Parti démocratique du peuple (PDP, au pouvoir). Il s'agissait de la première transition de civil à civil à la tête du pays depuis son indépendance en 1960. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103421876149_89.htm 


Talking Turkey about Armenian genocide 

PUBLICATION: Calgary Herald  
DATE: 2010.03.18
If you want an ugly reminder of the past to stay there, you shouldn't throw a fit whenever someone brings it up. This is a lesson Turkey ought to learn sometime. The world's freest and best-developed mostly Muslim democracy has a very large skeleton in its closet, one to which it has lately been drawing a great deal of attention, despite harbouring a strong desire that everyone forget about it completely. That lingering remnant would be the Armenian genocide. In the spring of 1915, the First World War was in its second year, while the Ottoman Empire, the precursor to modern Turkey, was on its sickbed and none too likely to get up again. Believing that their Armenian inhabitants constituted a potential fifth column which would work against the Central Powers (the alliance to which the Ottomans belonged), prominent Ottoman politicians devised a deportation scheme which provided cover for an organized attempt at mass extermination. As many as 1.5 million Armenians met horrid ends. Turkey has always denied any systematic murder and prefers to ascribe the deaths to the chaos swirling around the Ottoman Empire's last days, but reams of historical evidence would say otherwise. Various countries and groups have taken up the cause of historical truth and recent weeks have brought more of the same. Three weeks past, the Parliament of Catalonia, in Spain, recognized the genocide. Two weeks ago, the Foreign Affairs Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives squeaked out a resolution (by one vote) which labels the killings as genocide and last week, Sweden's parliament, the Riksdag, passed a similar measure. Turkey reacted to the moves as it always does, recalling its ambassadors, cancelling conclaves and hinting grimly about the damage each country has done to its standing with the Turks. The Swedish and American governments, which each opposed the motions, appear to believe this, with the former calling the vote a mistake and the latter, in the form of the White House, promising to prevent the bill from passing. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034625550368_16.htm 

La Somalie passe du statut d'Etat en faillite à celui d'État fragile, estime l'ONU


PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.03.15
Le Représentant spécial des Nations Unies pour la Somalie, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, a félicité aujourd'hui le Gouvernement fédéral de transition et le mouvement Ahlu Sunna Wal Jama'a après la signature officielle d'un accord, au Siège de l'Union africaine, qui engage les deux parties, dans l'esprit de l'Accord de Djibouti, à coopérer pleinement en vue de la paix et la réconciliation. «En remerciant toutes les parties et ceux qui ont contribué à cet accord, j'invite tous les amis de la Somalie à s'adapter à une nouvelle réalité, la renaissance de l'Etat somalien », a-t-il déclaré dans un communiqué publié à Nairobi. « Je vais répéter ce que j'ai dit auparavant, que je crois fermement que la Somalie est en train de passer d'un Etat en faillite à un Etat fragile », a ajouté Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah. « Je suis convaincu que d'autres rapprochements entre les Somaliens vont suivre bientôt. L'ancienne barrière à la stabilité en Somalie est lentement en train d'être abattue », a-t-il assuré…

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21459&Cr=Somalie&Cr1= 

Sweden condemns MPs' 'genocide' vote


PUBLICATION: Times Colonist (Victoria)  

DATE: 2010.03.14
The foreign ministers of Turkey and Sweden condemned yesterday a vote in the Swedish parliament that defined the early 20th-century killing of Armenians by Ottoman Turks as genocide. Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt, who is holding informal talks with foreign ministers including Turkey's Ahmet Davutoglu in northern Finland, said he was upset by the vote on Thursday and concerned it could affect Turkish-Armenian reconciliation. "It's regrettable because I think the politicization of history serves no useful purpose," he told reporters. "We are interested in the business of reconciliation, and decisions like that tend to raise tensions rather than lower tensions," he said. Sweden's parliament, by a vote of 131-130, backed a resolution that branded the killing of up to 1.5 million Christian Armenians by Ottoman Turks as a genocide. Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt phoned his Turkish counterpart, Tayyip Erdogan, yesterday and said he disagreed with the resolution.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201032659546307_4.htm 

Génocide rwandais : Le TPIR confirme la condamnation de deux accusés


PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.03.18
Le Tribunal pénal international pour le Rwanda (TPIR) a confirmé jeudi la peine de 15 ans d'emprisonnement infligée au célèbre chanteur rwandais, Simon Bikindi, accusé d'incitation au génocide, et réduit la peine d'un ancien magistrat, Siméon Nchamihigo. M. Bikindi a été reconnu coupable d'incitation directe et publique à perpétrer le génocide, notamment pour avoir exhorté la population à tuer des Tutsis sur la route principale reliant Kivumu à Kayove à la fin du mois de juin 1994. La Chambre d'appel du TPIR a rejeté les appels interjetés par M. Bikindi et par le Procureur. La Chambre d'appel a également réduit la peine de M. Nchamihigo qui avait été condamné en première instance à la réclusion à perpétuité. Tout en confirmant les mêmes chefs d'accusations notamment pour génocide et assassinats, la Chambre a rejeté certaines accusations réduisant ainsi sa peine à 40 ans d'emprisonnement.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21493&Cr=Rwanda&Cr1= 

Nigeria pulls ambassador to Libya after Gadhafi suggests splitting it along religious lines


PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press 

DATE: 2010.03.18
Diplomats say Nigeria has withdrawn its ambassador from Libya after Moammar Gadhafi said nothing would stop Nigeria's ethnic violence except splitting it into separate Muslim and Christian nations. In a statement Thursday, a Nigerian foreign ministry spokesman called the Libyan leader's comments ''unacceptable and unbecoming of any leader who claims to advocate and champion the cause of African integration and unity.'' Gadhafi told African student leaders Wednesday in Tripoli that the violence in Nigeria is a ''deep-rooted conflict of a religious nature'' that requires a radical solution. Nigeria, with 150 million people, is split almost evenly between Christians and Muslim. Violence between the faiths in central Nigeria this year has left hundreds dead.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034017471170_61.htm 

In bid for stability, acting president of Nigeria expected to rehire half of cabinet


PUBLICATION: National Post

DATE: 2010.03.18
Goodluck Jonathan, Nigeria's acting President, will nominate a new ministerial team by early next week, and is likely to reappoint about half the cabinet he has just sacked. This could do much to alleviate uncertainty in Africa's most populous nation after Mr. Jonathan dismissed the entire cabinet Wednesday, consolidating his authority a month after assuming executive powers. He become acting president in early February to try to end government paralysis in the absence of president Umaru Yar'Adua, who had been in a clinic in Saudi Arabia receiving treatment for a heart condition for more than two months. He has since returned, but remains too sick to govern or even speak with Mr. Jonathan.
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103515884891_1.htm 

Video calls for Muslims to kill Christians in Nigeria



PUBLICATION: The Hamilton Spectator 

DATE: 2010.03.17
A video posted on a militant website calls for Muslims in Nigeria to use "the sword and the spear" to rise up against Christians in Africa's most populous nation, according to a translation released yesterday by an American group monitoring militant sites. The video on the Ansar al-Mujahideen forum, a website sympathetic to al-Qaeda, comes in the wake of a series of religious massacres and riots in central Nigeria. The video shows TV news footage and graphic images of those killed as a narrator tells viewers "the solution is jihad in the cause of Allah," according to a translation provided by the SITE Intelligence Group. "Negotiations, dialogues and protests will not stop the advancement of the enemies and their massacres," the narrator says. "Nothing will stop them but the sword and the spear." The narrator also says the "crusader West" is interested in Nigeria for its abundant oil reserves. He refers to President Umaru Yar'Adua, a Muslim from northern Nigeria, as a "tyrant" who allowed the killing of a sect leader whose group's attacks on police stations and rioting left more than 700 people dead in July 2009. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201031115189459_27.htm 
