News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/
Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide
 
 

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 

 --

 

À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.

 

Thank you / Merci

 

 

 

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS
 
· TASTE FOR JUSTICE IN SUPPORT OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
 

REPORTS – RAPPORTS
 
· Cameroon: The Dangers of a Fracturing Regime
 

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE
 
Sudan / Soudan
 
· SUDAN: A test for the African Union
· Soudan: Darfour - L'ONU s'inquiète du regain de violence
· SUDAN: Thousands displaced by Darfur clashes
· Darfour : deux tribus signent un accord de réconciliation
· Top UN official in Sudan welcomes endorsement of referendum commission
 

 

 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo
 

· Darfur: UN-African mission welcomes peace deal between warring tribes
· Ban Ki-moon célèbre le cinquantenaire de l'indépendance congolaise
· Congo-Kinshasa: Uganda Army on Alert After Attack on Congolese Town
· RDC/50 ans: Kabila veut "une révolution morale" et appelle à punir "le viol"
 
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles
 

· After Kyrgyz Unrest, a Question Lingers: Why?
· Sri Lanka says UN panel 'will not be allowed' to enter
· Rwanda: Nation Pays Heavily for Pax Kagame
· Baha'i Houses Demolished In Iran
 
 
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS
 

 

TASTE FOR JUSTICE IN SUPPORT OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
DATE: 2010.06 (various)

LOCATION/LIEU: Various (see http://amnesty.akaraisin.com/common/Event/Privacy.aspx?seid=2947&mid=56 )

INFORMATION: http://amnesty.akaraisin.com/Common/Event/Home.aspx?seid=2947&mid=8&Lang=en-CA&se=1
 

Amnesty International is pleased to announce the launch of its sixth annual Taste for Justice campaign this June. The Taste for Justice campaign is a fundraiser in support of Amnesty International and the organization's work on women's human rights. Throughout the month of June, Ottawans can visit participating restaurants across the city to enjoy great food and help Amnesty International continue to defend human rights. Participating restaurants will donate a percentage of proceeds to Amnesty International to support its campaigns to protect and promote women's human rights worldwide and end violence and discrimination against women. For a complete list of restaurant participation dates, please visit our website at tasteforjustice.ca or call 1-800-AMNESTY for more information.

 

Participating restaurants this June are Agave Grill, Basmati, Benitz Bistro, Bohemian Kitchen, BSide Bistro, Caffe Mio, Camilio’s, Chez Lucien, D'Arcy McGee's Orleans, Domus, The Exchange Pub & Restaurant, Infusion Bistro, Jak's Kitchen, Lapointe Seafood Grill Cafe, Milagro Grill, Oz Kafe, Pancho Villa, Pelican Grill, Taylor's Genuine Food & Wine Bar, The Green Door, The Table, Thyme & Again Creative Catering, Umi Cafe, Viva Loca, and Zen Kitchen.

 

 

REPORTS – RAPPORTS
 

Cameroon: The Dangers of a Fracturing Regime
PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group

DATE: 2010.06.24

INFORMATION: http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/cameroon/161-cameroon-the-dangers-of-a-fracturing-regime.aspx
 

 

After 28 years of the Biya presidency, Cameroon faces potential instability in the run up to the presidential elections scheduled for late 2011. Constitutional and legal uncertainty; rivalries between the regime’s leading figures; the government’s attempts to control the electoral process; the rupture of the political contract between leaders and the population; widespread poverty and frustration; extensive corruption; and the frustration of a large part of the army all point to the possibility of a major crisis. To escape this Biya and his government must restore the independence of the body responsible for elections; institutionalize an impartial fight against corruption and ensure the military’s political neutrality. They must also urgently establish the institutions envisaged by the 1996 constitution, so that a power vacuum and the potential for violence can be avoided in the event of a transition, including an unexpected one such as the death of the 77-year-old president in office. Cameroon’s most influential partners, particularly France and the U.S., should actively support such measures to avoid unrest…

 
 

 

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE
 
Sudan / Soudan
SUDAN: A test for the African Union
PUBLICATION: IRIN

DATE: 2010.06.29

The African Union (AU) is to play a key role in discussions between Northern and Southern Sudan following a referendum that is widely expected to initiate the secession of the latter. The partners in Sudan’s Government of National Unity, the northern National Congress Party and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), which has been in power in Southern Sudan since a 2005 peace accord, agreed on 23 June that “negotiations on post-2011 referendum issues and arrangements shall be facilitated by AUHIP [the AU’s High-level Implementation Panel for Sudan] supported by IGAD [the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development, a regional grouping], the IGAD partners’ forum and the UN”. Formed in 2008 by the AU’s Peace and Security Council to investigate the Darfur crisis, AUHIP is led by former presidents Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, Pierre Buyoya of Burundi and Abdulsalami Abubaker of Nigeria. According to the same memorandum of understanding, signed after talks in Mekelle, Ethiopia, the negotiations will be divided into four themes, each with their own working group: citizenship; security; financial, economic and natural resources; and international treaties and legal issues. The “principles, guidelines and negotiation framework” are due to be set out on 1 July, with the actual negotiations scheduled to start four days later. Thus the AU, whose Constitutive Act enshrines as a founding principle “respect of borders existing on achievement of independence” now finds itself in the somewhat contradictory position of overseeing arrangements that will probably culminate in the break-up of an African state. As the International Crisis Group points out in Sudan: Regional Perspectives on the Prospect of Southern Independence, the AU is a signatory and guarantor of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement…

 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=89669
 

Soudan: Darfour - L'ONU s'inquiète du regain de violence
PUBLICATION: All Africa.com

DATE: 2010.06.24

 
La Mission conjointe de l'Union Africaine et des Nations Unies au Darfour (MINUAD) a reçu des rapports faisant état de nouveaux affrontements armés tribaux dans l'ouest de cette région du Soudan, a indiqué jeudi le porte-parole du Secrétaire général de l'ONU. Aucun bilan définitif de ces violences n'est encore connu mais selon les informations dont dispose la MINUAD, il y aurait eu au moins 20 morts et 25 blessés. « La mission onusienne continue de suivre l'évolution de la situation et appelle toutes les parties impliquées dans ces affrontements à cesser les hostilités », a ajouté le porte-parole Martin Nesirky, lors d'un point de presse à New York. Le Représentant spécial adjoint et Coordonnateur humanitaire résident de l'ONU au Soudan, Georg Charpentier, a lui fait part des inquiétudes des Nations Unies face à la dégradation de la situation au Darfour. « Cette détérioration des conditions de sécurité, particulièrement observable depuis 2 mois, n'affecte pas seulement les populations civiles mais vise directement la communauté humanitaire », a-t-il expliqué, ajoutant que les enlèvements répétés d'employés humanitaires, les meurtres de soldats de la paix, les vols de véhicules et les actes de banditisme remettaient sérieusement en cause la distribution de l'aide humanitaire internationale aux populations du Darfour…

 

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201006250250.html
 
SUDAN: Thousands displaced by Darfur clashes
PUBLICATION: IRIN

DATE: 2010.06.29

 

Ongoing clashes between various armed groups in western Sudan have intensified since May, displacing 725 households from Jebel Mara to Hassa Hissa camp in Zalingei, West Darfur, aid workers said. An inter-agency verification exercise, conducted on 27 June, followed an appeal by the joint UN-African Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur (UNAMID) to the parties in the conflict to cease hostilities. On 24 June, UNAMID reported casualties in clashes between the Rizeigat and Misseriya communities in Bugulay and Tereij villages, 28km southeast of Zalingei. "The steady deterioration of security conditions, particularly in the past two months, is not only affecting the population but directly targets the humanitarian community," the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Georg Charpentier, said. "Repeated kidnappings of humanitarian staff and the killing of peacekeepers, as well as vehicle hijackings and banditry, seriously impede the overall humanitarian access."…

 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=89668
 

 

Darfour : deux tribus signent un accord de réconciliation
PUBLICATION: UN News Room

DATE: 2010.06.29

 
Deux tribus du Darfour, les Misseriya et les Rezeigat Nouaiba, ont signé lundi un accord de réconciliation, s'est félicité mardi la Mission des Nations Unies et de l'Union africaine dans cette région du Soudan (MINUAD).
Scellé à l'université locale de Zalingei, dans l'État de l'Ouest-Darfour, l'accord a réuni le gouverneur de cet Etat, des responsables du Conseil judiciaire et législatif soudanais, des militaires et des policiers ainsi que des membres de la MINUAD.
Depuis le mois de mars, les deux tribus s'affrontaient violemment. Les conflits ont fait plus de 200 morts et des centaines de déplacés. Un comité de réconciliation avait été mis en place le 29 avril dernier. Composé de dirigeants locaux et de personnel de l’administration locale, de membres de la MINUAD et de membres du Conseil de réconciliation du Darfour, le comité a permis aux deux tribus de trouver une issue pacifique aux affrontements…
 
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=22306&Cr=darfour&Cr1=
 
Top UN official in Sudan welcomes endorsement of referendum commission
PUBLICATION: UN News Room

DATE: 2010.06.30

 
The head of the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) today welcomed the appointment of an independent body that will oversee preparations for a referendum on whether southern Sudan should secede from the rest of the country.
Haile Menkerios, who is also the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, congratulated the Southern Sudan Referendum Commission members who were endorsed earlier today by the country’s National Assembly. The referendum, which is scheduled for next January, will be the final phase in the implementation of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), which ended a two-decade north-south civil war in Sudan. In April, the country held nationwide parliamentary and presidential elections – the first of their kind in 24 years. In today’s statement, Mr. Menkerios urged “the two partners to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement [the National Congress Party and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement] to accelerate the formation of the long overdue Abyei referendum commission.”…
 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35185&Cr=unmis&Cr1=
 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo
 

Darfur: UN-African mission welcomes peace deal between warring tribes
PUBLICATION: UN News Room

DATE: 2010.06.30

 

Two warring tribes in Sudan’s Darfur region have signed a United Nations-facilitated reconciliation agreement aimed at ending nearly four months of violent clashes that have killed more than 200 people and displaced hundreds of others from their villages. Representatives of the Misseriya and Rezeigat Nouaiba tribes signed the deal yesterday in Zalingei, a major town in West Darfur state, according to a press release issued by the joint African Union-UN Mission peacekeeping force in the region, known as UNAMID. Sporadic clashes between the two groups first erupted in early March, with the most recent outbreak occurring last week in two villages not far from Zalingei. The latest fighting reportedly killed 20 people.
UNAMID, the Darfur Peace and Reconciliation Council and local leaders and native administrations set up a reconciliation committee earlier this year to try to end the fighting, and a conference was also held last month in Zalingei as part of efforts to tackle the root causes of the conflict…
 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35178&Cr=darfur&Cr1=

 

Ban Ki-moon célèbre le cinquantenaire de l'indépendance congolaise
PUBLICATION: UN News Room

DATE: 2010.06.30

 

Le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, est arrivé mardi hier soir à Kinshasa, la capitale de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC), pour une visite de deux jours au cours de laquelle il a assisté aux célébrations du cinquantenaire de l'indépendance du pays. « Cette célébration est un moment historique pour le peuple congolais », a dit le Secrétaire général. « Je suis ici pour renouveler l'engagement des Nations Unies envers la RDC et la volonté de l'Organisation de travailler en partenariat avec la RDC pour l'avenir de ce pays », a-t-il souligné.
« La RDC a un rôle important à jouer en Afrique et dans le monde – un rôle qui inclut aussi bien la question de développement économique durable que celle du changement climatique ou de la protection de la diversité biologique », a-t-il ajouté.
La visite du Secrétaire général survient alors que le 27 mai dernier, le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU a autorisé le retrait de 2.000 Casques bleus d'ici la fin du mois de juin 2010 et approuvé une modification du mandat de la Mission des Nations Unies en RDC (MONUC) à partir du 1er juillet. A cette date, elle deviendra la Mission de l'ONU pour la stabilisation de la RDC (MONUSCO).La MONUSCO sera constituée, en plus de sa composante civile, judiciaire et pénitentiaire, « d'un effectif maximal de 19.815 soldats, 760 observateurs militaires, 391 fonctionnaires de police et 1.050 membres d'unités de police», indique la résolution 1279 du Conseil de sécurité.
A ce sujet, Ban Ki-moon s'est exprimé sur l'avenir de la coopération entre l'ONU et le pays sur les ondes de Radio Okapi, une radio financée par la MONUC.
« La République démocratique du Congo et les Nations Unies partagent une longue histoire. Les efforts des Nations Unies en RDC, et avant cela au Congo, n'ont pas été sans difficulté. Mais des dizaines de milliers de soldats de maintien de la paix et des milliers d'employés internationaux et nationaux de l'ONU ont assisté les populations du pays lors de périodes très difficiles », a indiqué le Secrétaire général. La MONUC est la mission de maintien de la paix la plus importante dans le monde avec 20.000 Casques bleus déployés. C'est aussi l'une des plus anciennes, puisqu'elle a été créée le 30 novembre 1999, par la résolution 1279 du Conseil de sécurité…
 
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=22309&Cr=Congo&Cr1=
 

 Congo-Kinshasa: Uganda Army on Alert After Attack on Congolese Town
PUBLICATION: All Africa.com

DATE: 2010.06.29

 

Uganda's military was put on heightened alert following an attack by a rebel group inside the Democratic Republic of Congo, an army spokesperson said on Tuesday. Troops were sent to reinforce those already stationed at the border between the two countries. According to the military, the long-silent Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) were responsible for an attack on the town of Mutwanga on Monday that left 16 civilians dead. Mutwanga is about 50 kilometres from the Uganda border. "We have reason to believe they can cause insecurity," Lieutenant Colonel Felix Kulayigye said. "We are monitoring their movements very closely." The ADF launched an armed struggle for Muslim rights in the country's Rwenzori region near the DRC border that left thousands displaced between 1996 and 2001. The attack in the DRC town of Mutwanga came after claims by the rebels that the government had refused to dialogue with them…

http://allafrica.com/stories/201006291308.html
RDC/50 ans: Kabila veut "une révolution morale" et appelle à punir "le viol"
PUBLICATION: Le Monde

DATE: 2010.06.30

 

Le président de la RD Congo Joseph Kabila a appelé mercredi à Kinshasa ses compatriotes à engager "une révolution morale" et à réprimer "l'atteinte à la vie et à la dignité humaine", notamment "le viol", lors d'un discours marquant les 50 ans d'indépendance de l'ex-Congo belge. M. Kabila, qui s'exprimait devant plus d'une quinzaine de chefs d'État africains, le secrétaire général de l'ONU Ban Ki-moon et le roi des Belges Albert II, a invité les congolais "engager de manière résolue une révolution morale", 50 ans après l'accession de leur pays à l'indépendance. Il les a également appelé à "punir sans complaisance, l'atteinte à la vie et à la dignité humaine, le viol, le tribalisme, le régionalisme, le favoritisme, l'irresponsabilité, le vol, le détournement des deniers publics ainsi que tout autre forme d'anti-valeur". Le chef de l'État congolais a également prôné le "culte de l'excellence" dans un pays où la corruption est endémique. La déclaration de M. Kabila intervient quatre jours après l'inhumation du militant congolais des droits de l'Homme Floribert Chebeya, retrouvé mort le 2 juin à Kinshasa, alors qu'il s'était rendu, à un rendez-vous qui n'a pas eu lieu, à l'inspection générale de la police…
http://www.lemonde.fr/depeches/2010/06/30/rdc-50-ans-kabila-veut-une-revolution-morale-et-appelle-a-punir-le-viol_3210_60_42866823.html
 
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles
 

 After Kyrgyz Unrest, a Question Lingers: Why?
PUBLICATION: New York Times

DATE: 2010.06.26         

 

Two weeks after thousands are thought to have died in a wave of ethnic violence in southern Kyrgyzstan, and days before a national referendum on a new constitution, the interim government here has yet to provide a convincing explanation of why it occurred — a reflection, experts and former officials say, of the leadership’s inner turmoil and a possible portent of troubles to come. The victims, mostly minority Uzbeks, say they were attacked by the Kyrgyz military and the police, and their accounts have been backed up by independent observers. Yet the loose coalition of political figures who took power here in April after a popular uprising is so weak, these experts and former officials say, that it could be toppled if it acknowledges that it lacks control over the police and the army. The government has offered a variety of explanations blaming groups and people from outside the country — particularly the former president, Kurmanbek S. Bakiyev, who is in exile in Belarus — and has denied that its soldiers were involved. “It is very useful for them to say it was caused by people outside of Kyrgyzstan,” Mars Sariyev, a political analyst with the Institute of Social Policy, a think tank in Bishkek, the capital, said in an interview. It is far more convenient than admitting the reality, he said, which is that “when the interethnic violence began, the police and army took part on the side of the Kyrgyz.”...

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/27/world/asia/27kyrgyz.html?ref=kyrgyzstan
 
Sri Lanka says UN panel 'will not be allowed' to enter
PUBLICATION: BBC News

DATE: 2010.06.24             

The Sri Lankan foreign minister has said that a UN panel on human rights will not be allowed into the country. GL Peiris said that there was "no need" for the panel to come to the country and they would not be allowed in. The UN secretary general announced earlier this week that the panel will look into alleged human rights abuses. The UN has described the move to prevent the panel from entering the country as "most unfortunate". "Everybody loses out if we cannot go to Sri Lanka, it will make it harder for the truth to be unearthed," former Indonesian attorney-general Marzuki Darusman - the head of the three-member panel - told the BBC. Ban Ki-moon's spokesman said the panel would advise on how to deal with alleged perpetrators of abuses. About 7,000 civilians died in the last five months of the war, the UN says. There have been several allegations that both the army - and Tamil Tigers rebels who they routed last year - committed crimes at the end of the war. Prof Peiris said that the UN panel was unnecessary. "The position of the Sri Lanka government is abundantly clear - we will not have them in this country," he said...

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/10405996.stm
 

 Rwanda: Nation Pays Heavily for Pax Kagame
PUBLICATION: All Africa.com

DATE: 2010.06.30

OPINION - He has been hailed by the west as an outstanding leader and has testimonies from fans round the world for his economic policies and getting his country back on track after the genocide 16 years ago. But as Rwanda prepares for its second presidential election since the horror, former hero President Paul Kagame seems to be turning into a permanent dictator, sustained by massive foreign aid. He registered as a candidate last Thursday, with no credible opposition for the August 9 poll, in a week when two of his critics faced assassins. US Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Johnnie Carson told the US Congress last month that Rwanda had suspended two newspapers; revoked the work permit and denied the visa of a Human Rights Watch researcher; and arrested (then released on bail) opposition leader Victoire Ingabire, who was linked to Hutu rebel army FDLR. Despite many attempts, the Green Party and FDU- Inkingi could still not register...
http://allafrica.com/stories/201006300548.html
 Baha'i Houses Demolished In Iran
PUBLICATION: Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

DATE: 2010.06.29

Some 50 houses owned by members of Iran's Baha'i religious minority have been demolished in a village northeast of Tehran, RFE/RL's Radio Farda reports. The incident took place on June 26 in Ivel, not far from the city of Sari in Mazandaran Province. Radio Farda spoke on June 27 to Baha'i Natoly Derakhshan, who witnessed the destruction of the homes. He told the station that the houses were first set on fire and later demolished by four bulldozers. "We informed the governor's office that they were destroying our houses, but they did nothing to prevent it," Derakhshan said. The incident is not the first time that homes of Baha'is have been demolished in Iran. Baha'i cemeteries have also been razed, most recently in a May 29 incident in the northeastern city of Mashhad...
http://www.rferl.org/content/Bahai_Houses_Demolished_In_Iran/2086363.html
