News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 --

À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Summer CLE Course: Criminal and Civil Liability for War Crimes, Genocide and Torture
· A Taste for Justice 

· Africa, not as "Dark" as You Think
REPORTS – RAPPORTS

· War Crimes in Sri Lanka
· “We’ll Tie You Up and Shoot You”: Lack of Accountability for Political Violence in Burundi
· The Rule of Law in Independent Kosovo
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Canada is playing an important role in Sudan referendum
· Attaques des rebelles de la LRA en hausse aux frontières du Soudan, RDC et RCA
· Hundreds flee army, rebels
· Trois travailleurs humanitaires enlevés au Darfour
· Canada is playing an important role in Sudan referendum 

Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Separating sex and war
· Kinshasa Rejects Report of Congolese Army Atrocities

· Congo mission snub ends Hillier's era
· RDC: Peu nombreux, mais source de terreur 
· Keep troops home: Canadians
· RDC : Les besoins humanitaires sont toujours considérables, selon Holmes
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· For Rwandan Students, Ethnic Tensions Lurk
· LIBERIA: La diminution de la MINUL pourrait affecter la lutte contre les violences sexuelles 
· Grenade attacks kill two in Rwandan city
· SOMALIE: Les dissensions au sein du gouvernement, «une bonne nouvelle pour les insurgés» 
· SRI LANKA: One year later, "some kind of peace" 
· Group demands inquiry into Sri Lankan war crimes
· L'ONU élit l'«indigne» Libye au Conseil des droits de l'homme
· Pedaling the World In the Pursuit Of World Peace
· Au-delà de la Thaïlande
· UN prosecutor for ex-Yugoslavia files amended Mladic genocide indictment
· Onze civils tués à Mogadiscio 

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS



Summer CLE Course: Criminal and Civil Liability for War Crimes, Genocide and Torture

DATE: 2010.07-10 

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa, Room 147B, Fauteux Hall, 57 Louis Pasteur St., Ottawa, ON, Canada
INFORMATION: http://www.ccij.ca/ 
This summer, the Canadian Centre for International Justice and some of Canada's leading experts in the field of international justice are offering a new and unique course in Ottawa and Toronto. Over two days, participants will receive a comprehensive overview of legal processes through which individuals can be held criminally and civilly accountable in Canada and abroad for war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity and torture. Lawyers, journalists, students, civil servants, NGO representatives and other professionals with an interest in international justice, human rights, international law, criminal law or torts are encouraged to attend.



A Taste for Justice 


DATE: 2010.06 (various) 

LOCATION/LIEU: Various (see http://amnesty.akaraisin.com/common/Event/Privacy.aspx?seid=2947&mid=56 )
INFORMATION: http://amnesty.akaraisin.com/Common/Event/Home.aspx?seid=2947&mid=8&Lang=en-CA&se=1 
Looking for a way to support Amnesty International's work but don't have time to cook? You can still help! It's easy. Simply contact all your friends and family, and plan a night out with them at a participating Taste for Justice restaurant.


Africa, not as "Dark" as You Think

DATE: 2010.07-10 

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Monteral

INFORMATION: http://www.cerium.ca/Africa-not-as-Dark-as-You-Think,10454?lang=fr
Ten academics and experts from Africa, Europe and North America offer a fresh perspective to decode this pluralistic, complex and paradoxical continent and survey the successes, failures and challenges of today's Africa. 


Among topics covered :
-Africa face to face with its history
-African democratization processes
-The Sociology of armed conflicts
-International management of African crisis
-Africa and the emerging Global South : China, India, Brazil
-African migrations
-Africa and the environment
-Terrorism and Security policies in post-9/11 Africa

REPORTS – RAPPORTS


 War Crimes in Sri Lanka


PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group
DATE: 2010.05.17
INFORMATION: http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka.aspx
The Sri Lankan security forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) repeatedly violated international humanitarian law during the last five months of their 30-year civil war. Although both sides committed atrocities throughout the many years of conflict, the scale and nature of violations particularly worsened from January 2009 to the government’s declaration of victory in May. Evidence gathered by the International Crisis Group suggests that these months saw tens of thousands of Tamil civilian men, women, children and the elderly killed, countless more wounded, and hundreds of thousands deprived of adequate food and medical care, resulting in more deaths. This evidence also provides reasonable grounds to believe the Sri Lankan security forces committed war crimes with top government and military leaders potentially responsible. There is evidence of war crimes committed by the LTTE and its leaders as well, but most of them were killed and will never face justice. An international inquiry into alleged crimes is essential given the absence of political will or capacity for genuine domestic investigations, the need for an accounting to address the grievances that drive conflict in Sri Lanka, and the potential of other governments adopting the Sri Lankan model of counter-insurgency in their own internal conflicts.


 “We’ll Tie You Up and Shoot You”: Lack of Accountability for Political Violence in Burundi


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.05.14
INFORMATION: http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/05/14/we-ll-tie-you-and-shoot-you-0 
This 47-page report is based on four months of field research in Bujumbura and four rural provinces. The report documents numerous incidents of violence, at least one fatal, carried out by and against members of political parties as a means of settling political scores. Most of the violence has involved the ruling National Council for the Defense of Democracy-Forces for the Defense of Democracy (CNDD-FDD) and its closest competitor in the upcoming elections, the National Liberation Forces (FNL). With a few exceptions, police have failed to carry out thorough investigations, and no one has been prosecuted for the vast majority of these incidents.


The Rule of Law in Independent Kosovo


PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group 

DATE: 2010.05.19
INFORMATION: http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/balkans/kosovo/204-the-rule-of-law-in-independent-kosovo.aspx 
More than two years after declaring independence, Kosovo struggles with uneven rule of law and a weak justice system that is failing its citizens. The police, public prosecutors and courts are erratic performers, prone to political interference and abuse of office. Organised crime and corruption are widespread and growing. Realising that prosperity, relations with the European Union (EU) and affirmation as an independent state depend on the rule of law, the government has taken important steps, replacing key officials and passing long-delayed reforms. But critical weaknesses remain, notably in the courts, and the government, supported by the international community, must act swiftly to curtail them. Kosovo suffers from the widespread impression that it is run by a lawless political elite in control of every aspect of society. The EU rule of law mission, EULEX, is investigating widespread corruption at the highest levels, and its efforts to date have shown gaping holes in regulation and enforcement. This reputation keeps investment out and the country mired in poverty. A two-pronged approach is needed, tightening institutions and regulation to close off opportunities for corruption while investigating the worst of past abuses.

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan



Canada is playing an important role in Sudan referendum

PUBLICATION: The Kingston Whig-Standard (Final)
DATE: 2010.05.13

 If Sudan is to avoid another bloody civil war between its Arab-dominated northern region and the largely ethnic African southern part of the country, Canada must use its democratic expertise and traditional peacekeeping skills to ensure that an upcoming referendum on independence for southern Sudan does not ignite a conflict that would engulf much of Africa. The UN Security Council voted recently to extend the UN mission in Sudan for an additional 12 months. The mandate of the UN mission, which was established in 2005, is to protect the civilian population as the Sudanese peace process unfolds. The 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) ended 22 years of civil war that pitted the Khartoum-based Islamist regime of Gen. Omar al-Bashir against the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM), which draws its strength from the predominantly Christian south. An estimated two million people were killed in the conflict. The CPA not only granted semi- autonomy to southern Sudan, it mandated free and fair national elections. Although Sudan held multi-party elections last month for the first time since 1986, international election monitors, including Canadian observers, concluded that the vote failed to meet international standards. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all201055324898248_12.htm


Attaques des rebelles de la LRA en hausse aux frontières du Soudan, RDC et RCA

PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.05.14

La fréquence et la brutalité des attaques perpétrées contre les populations civiles par l'Armée de Résistance du Seigneur (LRA) dans la zone transfrontalière de République démocratique du Congo (RDC), du Soudan et de la République Centrafricaine (RCA) sont extrêmement inquiétantes, a indiqué vendredi une porte-parole du Haut commissariat pour les refugiés (HCR) à Genève. En RCA, entre le 20 mars et le 6 mai 2010, au moins une dizaine d'attaques ont été organisées par les hommes en armes de la LRA au nord du pays dans six villages de la province de Mbomou. Les miliciens ont tué 36 personnes, brûlé de nombreuses maisons et provoqué la fuite de plus de 10.000 personnes, affirme le HCR. En RDC, entre le 22 et le 26 février dernier, la LRA a fait une incursion dans l'est du pays dans la province du Bas-Uele causant la mort d'une centaine d'hommes, de femmes et d'enfants. Au Soudan, après avoir multiplié les attaques en août 2009 au sud du pays, le dernier raid du groupe armé a été répertorié le 6 avril dernier et a pu être repoussé par les forces de police soudanaises. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21932&Cr=LRA&Cr1=



Hundreds flee army, rebels

PUBLICATION: The North Bay Nugget
DATE: 2010.05.13
 
Hundreds of refugees have fled after reports of a build-up of Sudanese army and rebel fighters near a strategic town in Darfur, peacekeepers said on Wednesday. Separately, long running tribal clashes in the remote western region have killed 107 people since March, the joint UN/ African Union UNAMID peacekeeping mission said. The security situation has deteriorated in the strife-torn territory after peace talks between the government and rebels stalled in February.   UNAMID said it had reports government troops and forces from the insurgent Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) had been massing in North Darfur state's Shangil Tobay area. "Approximately 70% of (people) living in the New Shangil Tobay Camp have left fearing clashes," it said in a statement. UNAMID said 2,000 people lived in the camp. JEM was one of two rebel forces that launched a revolt against Sudan’s government in 2003, accusing it of starving Darfur of funding and marginalizing its population.
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/05/par201054324255207_929.htm


Trois travailleurs humanitaires enlevés au Darfour

PUBLICATION: Cyberpresse.ca
DATE: 2010.05.18

Trois travailleurs humanitaires - deux Soudanais et un étranger - ont été enlevés mardi au Darfour, région de l'ouest du Soudan, a annoncé un porte-parole des Nations unies. Le travailleur étranger est une Américaine, a précisé à l'AFP le ministre soudanais pour les Affaires humanitaires, Abdel Baqi al-Jilani. «Deux employés locaux et un employé étranger travaillant pour une organisation non gouvernementale ont été enlevés dans le sud du Darfour, sur le chemin de la capitale Nyala», a annoncé le porte-parole de l'ONU à Khartoum, Samuel Hendricks.

Selon la même source, des hommes armés ont arrêté deux voitures au sein desquelles se trouvaient neuf employés de l'ONG, à hauteur du village d'Abou Ajoura. «Trois personnes ont été enlevées. Les six autres se trouvent à Abou Ajoura et sont censées être en sécurité», a ajouté M. Hendricks. Ces trois personnes travaillent pour une ONG américaine, a de son côté signalé le ministre pour les Affaires humanitaires. Le Darfour est le théâtre depuis plus d'un an d'une vague d'enlèvements visant des expatriés.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/international/etats-unis/sondages/201005/18/01-4281600-trois-travailleurs-humanitaires-enleves-au-darfour.php?utm_categorieinterne=trafficdrivers&utm_contenuinterne=cyberpresse_B13b_afrique_289_section_POS1


Canada is playing an important role in Sudan referendum

PUBLICATION: The Kingston Whig-Standard (Final)
DATE: 2010.05.11
Sudan said Tuesday it is seeking the arrest of the leader of Darfur's most powerful group, which froze peace talks with the government a week ago. Justice Minister Abdel-Basset Sabdarat has asked Interpol, the international police agency, to help in the arrest of the rebel leader ''wherever he may be,'' the semiofficial news agency Sudanese Media Center reported. The leader of the rebel Justice and Equality Movement, Khalil Ibrahim, faces charges of conspiracy and murder, the report said. Ibrahim is currently in Egypt, which has close ties with the government of Sudan. The rebel group froze peace talks on May 3 after accusing the government of violating a cease-fire. The talks were being mediated by the Gulf nation of Qatar. The head of the rebel negotiating team, Ahmed Tugod, said the government's decision to seek Ibrahim's arrest will have a negative impact on the peace process. ''The Sudanese government's arrest request has no legal impact but it has potentially put an end to the entire peace negotiating process,'' Tugod said in a statement Tuesday. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all201053016463824_61.htm
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo



Separating sex and war

PUBLICATION: Globe And Mail (Metro)
DATE: 2010.05.13

Canada's G8 initiative on maternal and child health should include assistance to survivors of rape in Congo, where it is used as a weapon of war.   According to Margot Wallstrom, the United Nations special representative on sexual violence in conflict zones, the Democratic Republic of Congo is the "rape capital" of the world. Gang rapes, forced incest and genital mutilation with sticks, knives and even gunfire: the stories are horrific. "Rape brutalizes society; it's effective, it's cheap and it's silent," says Ms. Wallstrom. Last year, there were 8,300 in eastern Congo alone. Though the UN has declared rape a war crime, some soldiers in its own peacekeeping mission in Congo have killed civilians, gang-raped girls and cut off the heads of young men. The troops must be held accountable, and the local soldiers should be given training and more resources. Canada has chosen not to lead the UN peacekeeping mission. But that doesn't mean it can't spearhead an effort by the international community to oppose the use of sexual assault as a weapon of war with the same determination it once pursued an end to land mines. 

  
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all20105815581984_68.htm


Kinshasa Rejects Report of Congolese Army Atrocities

PUBLICATION: All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.05.03

A report alleging that government troops summarily executed fifty civilians in early April in fighting around Mbandaka, the capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo's northwestern Équateur Province has been rejected by the government. "About fifty Congolese civilians were killed without warning by the Congolese Armed Forces (known by its French acronym, FARDC) in April 2010," says a report by human rights group ASADHO (Association africaine de défense des droits de l'homme), a group based in Kinshasa, capital of Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The report also held the Eyélé rebels for the murder of two civilians.

The report lists the victims, and claims that the killings took place while the FARDC was confronting a local rebellion that briefly took control of the airport in Mbandaka.

At a press conference on Apr. 22, Lambert Omalanga Mende, Congolese Minister of Communications and Media, said the report was riddled with inaccuracies. "it was shown that no ASADHO researchers went to Équateur to investigate the allegations contained in the report," he said.


 Congo mission snub ends Hillier's era

PUBLICATION: Canadian Press Newswire
DATE: 2010.05.10
With more whimper than bang, Canada's military has lost its booming foreign policy voice. By rejecting a UN request for Gen. Andrew Leslie to lead the Congo peacekeeping mission, Stephen Harper is ending a phenomenon that began when Paul Martin named Rick Hillier chief of defence staff. Complicated as that sounds, the prime minister's message to Walt Natynczyk, Hillier's successor, is clear. Broad national interests, not solving a military personnel problem, will determine what Canada does abroad. Other considerations led Harper's government to the conclusion that the Congo is the wrong place at the wrong time. While peace has been declared, the roiling conflict known as Africa's World War continues, allegations of rape and wrongdoing swirl around the UN force and Joseph Kabila's shaky, corrupt government wants foreign troops out by August, when Congo celebrates 50 years of independence. Ottawa wonks dumped those factors into the policy blender and decided that risks were too high that a small, relatively safe commitment of Leslie and a few other Canadians would grow into something larger and more dangerous. On balance, those threats outweighed reinforcing Canada's current campaign for a Security Council seat or dispelling the notion that Conservatives are indifferent to Africa. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all20105953358597_14.htm

RDC: Peu nombreux, mais source de terreur 

PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2010.05.03
Elles ne comptent peut-être qu’une centaine d’hommes, d’enfants et d’adolescents, mais les unités de l’Armée de résistance du seigneur (LRA) dispersées dans les forêts du nord-est de la province Orientale, en République démocratique du Congo, ont tout de même réussi à faire fuir quelque 318 000 personnes. Celles-ci ont abandonné leur foyer et leurs terres pour l'asile incertain qu’offrent les centres urbains. Les habitants ont raison d’avoir peur, car la brutalité extrême fait partie de la stratégie de survie de ce groupe de rebelles du nord de l’Ouganda. Depuis décembre 2007, la LRA a déjà fait près de 2 000 victimes dans la province Orientale, essentiellement dans les districts du Haut et du Bas-Uélé. Manquant de lignes d'approvisionnement et largement dispersés depuis une attaque aérienne bâclée en décembre 2008, les combattants de la LRA opèrent séparément, par petits groupes mobiles qui vivent de la terre, c’est-à-dire de ce que la population locale produit. 
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=89043 

Keep troops home: Canadians


PUBLICATION: The Belleville Intelligencer
DATE: 2010.05.19
 Canadians are split on whether the military should take on another mission post-Afghanistan, with one third saying they shouldn't go anywhere at all. In a Leger Marketing poll conducted exclusively for QMI Agency, 32% of Canadians said the forces should stay home once they return from the war-ravaged country. About one fifth -- 22% -- said they didn't know where Canada should send its military. The most support for a single country was for Haiti, with 24% of Canadians choosing it out of a list of options. Sudan was a distant runner-up at 6% and Pakistan came in at 5%. The more general Middle East option got 3% and "other" got 4%. Congo, the troubled but resource-rich African nation, registered 5% support. Rumours had been rampant Lt.-Gen. Andrew Leslie, the head of Canada’s army, wanted to lead the United Nations mission in that country, but he was appointed two weeks ago to the newly created Chief of Transformation role for the Canadian Forces. 
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/05/par201054218419372_926.htm


RDC : Les besoins humanitaires sont toujours considérables, selon Holmes

PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.05.04
« La situation en RDC reste complexe et les besoins humanitaires sont très importants. Des problèmes de protection graves continuent d'affecter les civils dans l'est, le nord-est et le nord-ouest du pays et sont la source de souffrances à grand échelle pour des centaines de milliers de personnes vulnérables », a dit M. Holmes qui s'est rendu au cours des cinq derniers jours dans trois zones du pays fortement touchées par la violence armée: le Sud-Kivu, le District du Haut-Uele dans la Province Orientale, et la Province de l'Equateur. A chacune de ses visites, il a rencontré les autorités provinciales, les représentants de la Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC) ainsi que les acteurs humanitaires et citoyens ordinaires touchés par ces crises. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21841&Cr=Congo&Cr1=
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles



For Rwandan Students, Ethnic Tensions Lurk

PUBLICATION : The New York Times
DATE: 2010.05.17

When Eva Mutoni's boyfriend of three years broke up with her, she realized she should have seen it coming. Ms. Mutoni, 25, whose mother is ethnic Tutsi and whose father is Hutu, and her boyfriend, a full-blooded Tutsi, were college sweethearts at the National University of Rwanda in Butare. "A year into the relationship, we had a big talk about me being mixed," she said. They weathered that discussion, aided by the fact that Ms. Mutoni identifies herself as Tutsi. But as they got older, she recalls, his family and some of his friends refused to accept his dating someone of mixed parentage. "He knew he couldn't stay with me forever in Rwanda," she said. "To some, I'm just a Hutu girl." Sixteen years after the Rwandan genocide, ethnicity remains an inescapable part of growing up for the young people who will determine the nation's future. And if the universities, where the government has focused its efforts on building a post-ethnic society, represent the great hope of coexistence, they have so far succeeded only in burying ethnic tensions just beneath the surface. 

  
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/05/par20105231390524_922.htm


LIBERIA: La diminution de la MINUL pourrait affecter la lutte contre les violences sexuelles 

PUBLICATION : IRIN
DATE: 2010.05.19

Au Libéria, des travailleurs humanitaires s’inquiètent du fait que la lutte contre les violences sexuelles soit affectée par une diminution programmée des interventions d’aide des Nations Unies et des ONG. Les institutions nationales disposent en effet d’une capacité limitée pour reprendre le flambeau. La campagne de lutte contre les violences sexuelles, organisée par le ministère du Genre et du Développement, fait partie d’un vaste plan national sur quatre ans pour mettre en œuvre la résolution 1325 du Conseil de sécurité sur les femmes, la paix et la sécurité. La résolution a été adoptée en 2000, mais le Libéria – où la guerre civile a sévi pendant 14 ans jusqu’en 2003 – n’a commencé que l’an dernier à l’appliquer. Le financement du plan d’action dépend largement des organisations humanitaires et des bailleurs de fonds internationaux, a indiqué Anna Stone, coordonnatrice pour les violences sexuelles et la violences liées au genre auprès du Conseil norvégien pour les réfugiés (NRC). « Mais après les élections [présidentielles et législatives] qui auront lieu l’an prochain, de nombreuses ONG internationales, y compris le NRC, diminueront leurs interventions au Libéria ». 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=89189


Grenade attacks kill two in Rwandan city

PUBLICATION : Edmonton Journal
DATE: 2010.05.17

Nearly simultaneous grenade attacks in the Rwandan capital, Kigali, killed at least two people and wounded 32 on Saturday evening, the police said Sunday. 

  The grenades were thrown into crowds at a popular market and the city's busiest bus station. The attacks, which occurred within an hour, were the third set to rock Kigali since February. They came as political tension has risen ahead of a presidential election in August. In March, President Paul Kagame blamed two senior army officers who fled Rwanda for being behind the attacks.  Since then, two high-ranking generals have been arrested and others dismissed, and security forces have swept the country for arms and ammunition.
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all2010547835226_6.htm


SOMALIE: Les dissensions au sein du gouvernement, «une bonne nouvelle pour les insurgés» 

PUBLICATION : IRIN
DATE: 2010.05.18

Les désaccords de plus en plus marqués entre les leaders somaliens pourraient affaiblir le gouvernement de transition et remettre en cause sa capacité à gérer les problèmes auxquels le pays est confronté, qu’ils soient liés aux insurrections ou aux crises humanitaires, d’après des observateurs et des sources de la société civile. « Ces dissensions intérieures sont une mauvaise nouvelle non seulement pour le TFG [Gouvernement fédéral de transition], mais aussi pour ceux qui avaient espéré qu’il résoudrait certains de leurs problèmes », a dit Ibrahim Sheikh Hassan, ancien professeur de droit. « Mais c’est une bonne nouvelle pour les insurgés. » Les groupes islamistes al-Shabab et Hizbul Islam ont apparemment pris le contrôle de nouvelles zones ces dernières semaines, ce qui reflète « la faiblesse et les divisions du gouvernement, et non la force des insurgés. » Le 16 mai, Adan Madobe, président du Parlement, a déclaré que la Chambre avait retiré sa confiance au gouvernement du Premier ministre Omar Abdirashid. Cela signifie, a-t-il ajouté, que légalement, le gouvernement n’est plus en fonction. Cependant, des députés opposés à M. Madobe ont dit que son mandat avait expiré, et qu’il n’était donc plus habilité à parler au nom du Parlement. 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=89174


SRI LANKA: One year later, "some kind of peace" 

PUBLICATION : IRIN
DATE: 2010.05.18

As Sri Lanka marked the first anniversary of its victory over the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), many internally displaced people (IDPs) are still battling to rebuild their lives. Tens of thousands were killed in the decades-long war, according to government figures, and another 280,000 fled their homes during the last phase of the war in 2009, only to find themselves forced to live in hastily erected government-run camps. And while efforts to reconstruct the conflict-affected north are slowly getting off the ground, many former IDPs say returning to normality is not easy. "The war ending is good. No one would say otherwise,” said Ratnavel Mahendran, a street vendor from Jaffna, capital of the Northern Province. “The parents will not fear that [students] will be killed on the way to or from school.” For Sivalingam Satheeswaran, 16, however, the pain still lingers even though he is happy to return to school in his home town of Kilinochchi, which in late 2008 was the site of a two-month-long battle between separatist and government forces. “My father was killed while we fled the fighting last year,” he laments. “My mother is struggling to keep me in school and look after the house.” 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=89166 



Group demands inquiry into Sri Lankan war crimes

PUBLICATION : The Daily News (Nanaimo) (Final)
DATE: 2010.05.18
 Sri Lankan security forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam slaughtered tens of thousands of innocent civilians and repeatedly violated international law during the last five months of their 26-year civil war, a new report from the International Crisis Group says.  On the first anniversary of the end of the fighting, the Brussels-based organization is demanding an international inquiry into alleged war crimes on the island.  "The scale of civilian deaths and suffering demands a response," says Louise Arbour, the group's president and a former Canadian Supreme Court justice and UN high commissioner for human rights.  "Future generations will demand to know what happened, and future peace in Sri Lanka requires some measure of justice."  In the final days of the war, as government troops surrounded the rebels, about 300,000 Tamil civilians were trapped amid heavy fighting on a narrow strip of coast in the country's northeast.  After an eight-month investigation, the ICG says it has credible evidence of war crimes in the deaths of "tens of thousands of Tamil men, women, children and elderly." Countless more were wounded and "hundreds of thousands deprived of adequate food and medical care, resulting in more deaths."
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/05/par20105276789508_921.htm


L'ONU élit l'«indigne» Libye au Conseil des droits de l'homme

PUBLICATION : Le Devoir
DATE: 2010.05.14
La Libye a été élue hier au Conseil des droits de l'homme de l'ONU, malgré les efforts de nombreuses ONG qui la jugent indigne d'y siéger.   Un groupe de 37 organisations de défense des droits de l'homme a adressé hier matin aux 192 États membres de l'ONU un appel de dernière minute pour qu'ils ne donnent pas à la Libye un siège au Conseil, principal organe de l'ONU pour les droits de l'homme basé à Genève.  Cet appel est resté sans écho et la Jamahiriya libyenne du bouillant colonel Mouammar Kadhafi a recueilli 155 voix à l'Assemblée générale des Nations unies, largement plus que la majorité absolue (97) nécessaire pour être élu, lors d'un vote à bulletins secrets.  La Libye et 13 autres États concouraient sans opposition à 14 sièges à pourvoir au Conseil. Les ONG avaient critiqué le fait que cette année pour la première fois, chaque groupe régional de l'ONU a présenté un nombre de candidats égal à celui des sièges à pourvoir, assurant leur élection sans contestation. «Des élections sans compétition n'ont aucun sens», avaient-elles affirmé, dénonçant la cooptation par les groupes régionaux de plusieurs pays dont elles contestent le bilan en matière de droits de l'homme, comme l'Angola, la Libye, la Malaisie, l'Ouganda et la Thaïlande. 
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all2010555550897_31.htm


Pedaling the World In the Pursuit Of World Peace

PUBLICATION : The New York Times
DATE: 2010.05.17
Even among the Nepalese -- who always seem to be attempting strenuous feats to promote world peace -- a 33-year-old former teacher named Lok Bandhu Karki stands out. Mr. Karki traveled the 53 districts of Nepal by bike for the noble mission, but then decided to extend his trip. He left Nepal on Dec. 7, 2004, and has visited 79 countries so far, traveling a distance of 90,000 miles, he estimates. "I am riding bicycle to promote the world peace and universal brotherhood, sir," Mr. Karki said on Thursday while wheeling his mountain bike along Second Avenue at 44th Street, near the Nepal Mission, where he is staying in New York for the next few days. He has amassed quite a few stories. And they sound almost like scenes from cartoons. First, the attacks -- by a herd of elephants in Laos, gorillas in Uganda, robbers in Thailand and an angry mob in the Sudan (they were enraged that he was flying the flag of a dissident political faction). He said he has had 17 digital cameras and nine cellphones lost or stolen.  On and on with numbers: 23 days sleeping in the desert, and 27 nights in the forest. The man keeps a meticulous journal, not only of the misery, but also of the high points, including meeting Nelson Mandela in South Africa and Kofi Annan in Ghana. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/05/par20105238269911_922.htm


Au-delà de la Thaïlande

PUBLICATION : Le Devoir
DATE: 2010.05.17
Agitation médiatique autour de la crise thaïlandaise. La Thaïlande, pays de 65 millions d'habitants, dans une zone géopolitique -- l'Asie du Sud-Est -- où le pouvoir des urnes, dans plusieurs États, se voit régulièrement contesté, déstabilisé, menacé par les inégalités économiques et les grondements de la rue, sous l'oeil pesant des militaires. On a vu ça aux Philippines -- où viennent de ré-émerger, aux élections du 10 mai, des noms célèbres: Benigno Aquino, fils homonyme d'un martyr assassiné il y a 27 ans, deviendra président. Tandis que l'opposition fait élire des parlementaires qui ont pour noms... Ferdinand Marcos fils, et puis sa vieille maman, Imelda, nouvelle recrue au Parlement. Oui, Imelda Marcos, la femme aux 5000 paires de chaussures, veuve de Ferdinand Marcos père, l'un de ces fameux sons of a bitch anticommunistes que les Américains collectionnaient, à l'époque de la guerre froide, en Amérique latine et en Asie, au gré des alliances militaires et stratégiques. On l'a vu aussi en Indonésie voisine, où la crise financière de la fin des années 1990 avait chassé la dictature Suharto, mais où les habitudes autoritaires, la kleptocratie omniprésente des militaires, et les inégalités les plus criantes ont survécu aux années 2000, malgré une démocratie élective qui fait à peu près son nid, sur fond de croissance continue. 
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all20105358139383_31.htm

 UN prosecutor for ex-Yugoslavia files amended Mladic genocide indictment


PUBLICATION : Canadian Press Newswire
DATE: 2010.05.13
BELGRADE, Serbia _ U.N. prosecutors have filed an amended indictment against Europe's top fugitive Ratko Mladic, seeking to speed up the court proceedings once he is arrested, the chief U.N. prosecutor for former Yugoslavia said Thursday. 

  The amended indictment lists 11 counts of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes for Mladic's role in the mass killing of 8,000 Muslims in Srebrenica, sniping and shelling of the Bosnian capital Sarajevo, ethnic cleansing and hostage-taking of U.N. peacekeepers by the Bosnian Serb troops, Serge Brammertz said. 

  ''Ratko Mladic is charged with planning, instigating and ordering each of the crimes,'' according to a statement issued at the tribunal in The Hague, Netherlands. 

  ''If accepted by the judges, this amended indictment will facilitate the speeding of proceedings once Mladic is arrested,'' Brammertz said. Brammertz spoke after meeting Serbia's officials and intelligence officers responsible for finding the wartime Bosnian Serb army commander, who has been on the run since 1995. 
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all20105285780158_61.htm

Onze civils tués à Mogadiscio

PUBLICATION : Le Devoir
DATE: 2010.05.11

Mogadiscio -- Onze civils au moins ont été tués et 52 blessés hier à Mogadiscio dans des combats d'artillerie consécutifs à une attaque des insurgés islamistes contre le Parlement somalien, a annoncé à l'AFP le chef des services d'ambulance de la capitale somalienne. Les islamistes shebab ont déclenché les hostilités en ouvrant le feu en direction du Parlement somalien tout récemment reconstruit, dans lequel se tenait pour la première fois depuis 20 ans une session des parlementaires somaliens. Les forces gouvernementales et celles de l'Amisom mandatées par l'Union africaine ont répliqué par des tirs d'artillerie et de mortiers sur le quartier du marché de Bakara, un des principaux fiefs des insurgés islamistes, au sud de Mogadiscio, selon des sources officielles et médicales.
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/05/all2010535843521_31.htm
