News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS
· Breaking Down Barriers: Challenges to Security and Development
· WMDs, Terrorism and UN Sanctions; Tools, Choices and Consequences
· Linking Across Distance and Difference: A Critical Look at Grandmothers’ Mobilizations in South Africa and Canada
· The Transformation of Civil Wars, 1800-2010
· Nuclear Threats: A Practical Agenda for Global Policymakers
REPORTS – RAPPORTS
· Second joint report of seven United Nations experts on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (A/HRC/13/63)

· Preparing for Two Sudans

· Digging In: Recent Developments on Conflict Minerals
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Sudan’s prez threatens lashes for liquor
· Sarkozy demande à Béchir de désigner un représentant du Soudan au sommet France-Afrique
· Sudan a “powder keg” ahead of separation referendum to be held in January next year
· Darfour : Une conférence des donateurs lève 850 millions de dollars
· Sudan President threatens to expel foreign observers who called for delaying April's elections
· Darfour : L’ONU plaide pour la poursuite de l’assistance humanitaire 
· UN official briefs Djibouti’s President on latest developments in Darfur
· Le Canada se réjouit de la signature d’un accord-cadre entre le gouvernement du Soudan et le Mouvement pour la libération et la justice
· As Sudanese elections near, UN voices concern over reports of harassment
· UN-AU mission and Arab League to coordinate more projects in Darfur
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Congo-Kinshasa: UN Paves Way for Normalizing Life in Isolated Area of Eastern Region

· RDC : La MONUC reconstruit des routes pour stabiliser l'est du pays
· Congo-Kinshasa: New Lubanga Witness To Give All Testimony In Camera

· Congo-Kinshasa: L'holocauste congolais
· Congo-Kinshasa: Aid Delivery under Threat in Kivus
· En aide du Congo-Kinshasa
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Rwandan Genocide: “They’re going to kill me” Refused both refugee status and residency, Charlotte Umutesi will be the first to be deported to Rwanda since the genocide
· Burundi : Le Franco-britannique Charles Petrie nommé Représentant exécutif
· Bangladesh sets regional precedent as it joins International Criminal Court
· Au Rwanda, la loi réprimant l'" idéologie du génocide " sert à harceler l'opposition
· Women, gays need protection in refugee regime contemplated by Canada
· Nigéria : L'ONUDI apporte son aide pour un projet de transformation du manioc
· Rwanda: Top FDLR Commander Surrenders
· Un membre du mouvement réformateur libéré en Iran
· UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide in West Africa
· Nigeria arrests 164 over massacre
· Iran detains grandson of powerful cleric and former president Rafsanjani
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

Breaking Down Barriers: Challenges to Security and Development


DATE: 2010.03.25-26 starting at 5:30 p.m. (Keynote Speech and Reception)

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa, Desmarais Building (55 Laurier Avenue East), Room 3120 
INFORMATION: http://www.sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/cepi-cips/eng/gradconf.asp 
The second annual CIPS Graduate Student Conference. The purpose is to showcase graduate student research and promote debate on topics relating to international security and development, and the nexus between these two domains. Papers may address specific issues or develop more conceptual analysis related to the challenges of security and development.

WMDs, Terrorism and UN Sanctions; Tools, Choices and Consequences


DATE: 2010.03.30 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: Carleton University, Tory Building, Room 208, Building “TB” on Campus Map http://www2.carleton.ca/campus/
INFORMATION: Pre-Registration requested by March 29, 2010 to Jeremy_Littlewood@carleton.ca
Speaker: Dr Andrea Charron, Post-Doctoral Fellow, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs (NPSIA), Carleton University. UN sanctions are the Security Council’s tool of choice to address threats to and breaches of international peace and security.  Yet sanctions are derided as ineffective, even damaging to the credibility of the Security Council because of the lack of “bite” of sanctions and the ability of targets to flout/avoid their effects.  This talk explores the tools, choices and consequences of applying UN sanctions to address weapons of mass destruction and international forms of terrorism by asking: (a) how are sanctions applied to treat two of the most dangerous security threats facing the world? (b) Are sanctions the right tool? And, (c) What are the alternatives and what are the consequences of the application of UN sanctions in these particular contexts?  

Linking Across Distance and Difference: A Critical Look at Grandmothers’ Mobilizations in South Africa and Canada


DATE: 2010.04.06 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: Carleton University, 436 Paterson Hall (PA).
INFORMATION: Pre-Registration requested by March 29, 2010 to Jeremy_Littlewood@carleton.ca
May Chazan, Carleton University (Ph.D. Candidate, Geography, and Environmental Studies). Part of the African Studies Brownbag Seminar Series (http://www.carleton.ca/africanstudies/).

The Transformation of Civil Wars, 1800-2010


DATE: 2010.04.08 at 10:30 a.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa, Desmarais Building, 55 Laurier Ave. E., Room 3120
INFORMATION: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/cepi-cips/eng/events.asp#apr8 
A talk by Stathis Kalyvas, Yale University. Stathis N. Kalyvas is Arnold Wolfers Professor of Political Science and Director of the Program on Order, Conflict, and Violence. He is the author of The Logic of Violence in Civil War (Cambridge University Press, 2006) and The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (Cornell University Press, 1996), and the co-editor of Order, Conflict & Violence (Cambridge University Press, 2008). He has received several awards, including the Woodrow Wilson Award for best book on government, politics, or international affairs (2007), the Luebbert Award for best book in comparative politics (2008), the European Academy of Sociology Book Award (2008), the J. David Greenstone Award for best book in politics and history (1997), and the Gregory Luebbert Award for best article in comparative politics (2001 and 2009). He has been awarded fellowships and grants by the European University Institute, the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, the United States Peace Institute, and the Folke Bernadotte Academy. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation. He is currently researching various aspects of conflict, including the dynamics of violence and participation, and the evolution and transformation of civil wars. Recent articles include "The Dynamics of Violence in Vietnam: An Analysis of the Hamlet Evaluation System (HES)" (with Matt Kocher; Journal of Peace Research, 2009) and "Ethnic Defection in Civil War" (Comparative Political Studies, 2008).


Nuclear Threats: A Practical Agenda for Global Policymakers


DATE: 2010.04.26 at 6:00 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa, Desmarais Building, 55 Laurier Ave. E., Room 1160 (first floor)
INFORMATION: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/cepi-cips/eng/events.asp#apr8 Pre-registration is required. RSVP at https://web5.uottawa.ca/events/gareth-evans-lecture/registration.html  
A talk by the Honorable Gareth Evans, Co-chair, International Commission on Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Gareth Evans is Chancellor of the Australian National University and Co-Chair of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament. From 2000 to 2009, he was President of the International Crisis Group. Previously, he spent 21 years in Australian politics, thirteen of them as a Cabinet Minister in the positions of Attorney-General (1983-84), Minister for Resources and Energy (1984-87), Minister for Transport and Communications (1987-88) and Foreign Minister (1988-96), where he was associated, among other things, with the negotiation of the Chemical Weapons Convention and the establishment of the Canberra Commission on the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. He has written or edited nine books (most recently The Responsibility to Protect: Ending Mass Atrocity Crimes Once and for All, Brookings Institution Press, 2008) and published over 100 journal articles and book chapters on foreign relations, human rights and legal and constitutional reform. He was Co-chair of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (2001), and a member, inter alia, of the UN Secretary General's High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change (2004), the Blix Commission on Weapons of Mass Destruction (2006), and the Zedillo Commission on the Future of the IAEA (2008). Mr. Evans received in 1995 the Grawemeyer Prize for Ideas Improving World Order for his Foreign Policy article, "Cooperative Security and Intrastate Conflict." He has received numerous other international awards.

REPORTS – RAPPORTS


Second joint report of seven United Nations experts on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (A/HRC/13/63)

PUBLICATION: United Nations 

DATE: 2010.03.08. 

INFORMATION: http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2010.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/EGUA-83DNLM-full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf 

This report is submitted by seven United Nations experts pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 10/33. The experts find that the human rights situation has not improved since their initial report and remains serious, including in areas not affected by conflict. Members of the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC), the National Congolese Police (PNC), the National Intelligence Agency (ANR) and other intelligence forces have been reported as being responsible for summary executions, sexual violence, torture and ill-treatment. Armed groups such as the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) and the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) commit atrocities that amount to grave breaches of international humanitarian law and, in some instances, may also constitute crimes against humanity.


Preparing for Two Sudans



PUBLICATION: Enough: The Project to End Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity

DATE: 2010.03. 

INFORMATION: http://www.enoughproject.org/files/publications/Two_Sudans.pdf  

All signs indicate that Sudan, Africa’s largest state, will very soon split in two—either peacefully or violently. In a self-determination referendum scheduled for January 2011, the people of south- ern Sudan are widely expected to vote for separation from their northern neighbors. Yet with the security situation in southern Sudan deteriorating, next month’s national election set to be deeply flawed, and several crucial elements of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, or CPA, still unimplemented, the referendum and its outcome are by no means guaranteed. As a guarantor of the CPA, the United States must work multilaterally on several fronts to support the peaceful expression of the will of the people of southern Sudan and prevent a return to conflict.

Digging In: Recent Developments on Conflict Minerals


PUBLICATION: Enough: The Project to End Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity   

DATE: 2010.01. 

INFORMATION: http://www.enoughproject.org/files/publications/DiggingInConflictMinerals.pdf
Congo’s mineral wealth continues to play a central role in the country’s conflict dynamics. Despite the upsurge in displacement and atrocities during 2009, multinational companies continue to purchase minerals from the war zone, providing crucial fuel for the violence. Both the opportunities for Congo to escape from its catastrophic crisis cycle and the threats that could plunge it into renewed all-out war are directly connected to the fate of the mineral sector and the manner in which natural resources are utilized during the coming months.

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan


Sudan’s prez threatens lashes for liquor


PUBLICATION: The Calgary Sun   

DATE: 2010.03.26
Sudan's president warned people caught selling, drinking or brewing alcohol would be lashed, despite complaints from rights groups as he addressed an election rally outside Khartoum on Thursday. "Anybody who drinks alcohol, we lash them. Anybody who makes alcohol, we lash them. Anybody who sells alcohol, we lash them. I don't care about the UN or human rights organizations," Omar Hassan al-Bashir said in a speech. Bashir, a powerful public speaker who regularly peppers his rallies with broad nationalistic and Islamic appeals, spoke in Omdowan, a village just east of the capital, known as a religious centre.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103511633329_17.htm 


Sarkozy demande à Béchir de désigner un représentant du Soudan au sommet France-Afrique

PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press  

DATE: 2010.03.22
Le président français Nicolas Sarkozy a demandé par lettre à Karthoum "de désigner la personnalité qui représentera le Soudan au sommet Afrique-France" prévu les 31 mai et 1er juin à Nice, a-t-on appris auprès de l'Elysée lundi. Le sommet, qui devait initialement se tenir en Egypte, aura finalement lieu en France, ce qui empêche la venue du président soudanais Omar el-Béchir, recherché par la Cour pénale internationale (CPI) pour crimes contre l'humanité au Darfour. Plusieurs pays africains ont pour leur part reçu M. Béchir malgré le mandat lancé par la CPI à son encontre.
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034212629564_89.htm 



Sudan a “powder keg” ahead of separation referendum to be held in January next year


PUBLICATION: The Vancouver Sun   

DATE: 2010.03.24
With most of the country's oil in the south, it is doubtful that the government in the north will allow the split. When the Ukrainian merchant ship MV Faina was captured by Somali pirates in September 2008, there were stories that its cargo included 33 Soviet-made T-72 battle tanks, anti-aircraft guns and many tons of ammunition. By the time the ship was released in February last year after a ransom of $3.2 million had been paid, there was vague information that the arms were destined for Juba, the capital of southern Sudan. On its release the MV Faina headed for the Kenyan port of Mombasa, the route to southern Sudan, and nothing much more was heard of the arms shipment. But they and others like them figure largely in elections to be held on April 11 in Sudan, Africa's largest country at nearly a third the size of Canada with a population of about 42 million. Even more important, those weapons are in preparation for a referendum scheduled for next January when the southern region, whose six million people are predominantly Christian or animist black Africans, will vote on separation from their Muslim Arab masters in the north. That referendum is meant to be the peaceful conclusion of a deal struck in 2005, which heralded a ceasefire in the civil war between north and south which had gone on more or less continuously since independence from Britain in 1956. At least two million people died. But even though Sudan's President Omar al-Bashir, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1989 and who is wanted by international prosecutors for war crimes in the northwestern region of Darfur, says he will abide by the referendum result, there is little trust in his word among southerners. 
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201031124918720_3.htm 


Darfour : Une conférence des donateurs lève 850 millions de dollars


PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press  

DATE: 2010.03.21
Une conférence internationale des donateurs pour le Darfour a récolté dimanche au Caire 850 millions de dollars (environ 628 millions d'euros) en faveur de projets de développement destinés à assurer le retour de près de 3 millions de personnes déplacées lors du conflit dans cette région de l'ouest du Soudan. Cette conférence d'une journée organisée par l'Organisation de la conférence islamique (OCI) qui compte 57 Etats membres réunissait également des représentants des Etats-Unis, de pays européens, d'agences de l'ONU et d'associations humanitaires. Pays hôte de la réunion, l'Egypte a souligné que ce rendez-vous mettait en lumière l'importance du développement en parvenant à la paix et à la stabilité au Darfour. Elle a expliqué que de nombreux participants avaient fait des promesses d'aide non précisées en plus des 850 millions de dollars récoltés. "La large participation et les promesses faites reflètent la grande ampleur de l'engagement international" en faveur de "la paix et de la stabilité au Darfour", a déclaré le chef de la diplomatie égyptienne Ahmed Aboul Gheit lors de la lecture de la déclaration finale. "Le développement au Darfour est la vraie garantie d'aider les réfugiés à rentrer chez eux", a-t-il ajouté, précisant que les fonds levés ou promis lors de la conférence serviraient à financer des projets de développement dans la région située dans l'ouest du Soudan, une fois que la paix l'aurait emporté et que tous les groupes rebelles auraient trouvé un accord avec Khartoum. Les organisateurs ont affiché leur volonté d'utiliser les fonds pour des projets dans des secteurs de l'eau, de la santé, du logement, de l'éducation et du développement rural. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103413528524_89.htm 


Sudan President threatens to expel foreign observers who called for delaying April's elections



PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press  

DATE: 2010.03.22
Sudan's president threatened Monday to expel foreign observers over their recommendations to delay the country's first multiparty elections in decades due in April. The April vote _ Sudan's first multiparty elections in decades _ will see voters cast ballots for a national president, a southern president, local and national assemblies as well as governors. President Omar al-Bashir, indicted by the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity in Darfur, is running for re-election. He issued his warning while campaigning in east Sudan. ''Any foreigner or organization that demand the delay of elections will be expelled sooner rather than later, '' al-Bashir said in remarks carried by the pan-Arab Al-Jazeera television. ''We want them to observe the elections, but if they interfere in our affairs and demanded the delay, we will cut their fingers and put them under our shoes and expel them,'' he told supporters, according to his remarks carried by Al-Arabiya television website.'' In a report released last week, the Atlanta-based Carter Center, which has an election observer mission in Sudan, recommended a ''minor'' postponement in the vote over concerns Sudan's election commission can deliver a successful vote on time. The centre said Sudan's first competitive elections since 1986 ''remains at risk on multiple fronts'' including the ability of candidates to campaign freely and the impact of delayed preparations for the complex vote. ''It is increasingly unclear if the (National Election Commission) can deliver a successful election on time,'' the report said. The election commission, however, has said the vote will go ahead as planned. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all2010340762660_61.htm 


Darfour : L’ONU plaide pour la poursuite de l’assistance humanitaire 


PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.03.22
La situation au Darfour nécessite la mise en place d'une stratégie de transition qui allie la continuité des opérations d'urgence humanitaires pour les populations vulnérables et la mise en œuvre de programmes de développement afin d'assurer la réintégration des déplacés, a plaidé ce week-end au Caire et à Paris, le Représentant spécial de la Mission des Nations Unies et de l'Union Africaine au Darfour (MINUAD), Ibrahim Gambari. « La situation n'est pas durable et aboutira, sur le long terme, à une fatigue de l'aide, à l'effondrement des systèmes de services établis et engendrera la reproduction de vices sociaux qui pourront causer de sérieux préjudices et des dommages aux communautés et à la société tout entière », a déclaré M. Gambari à l'ouverture de la Conférence internationale des donateurs pour le développement et la reconstruction du Darfour qui se déroulait dimanche au Caire, en Egypte. La grande majorité des déplacés qui vivent dans les camps reçoivent une assistance humanitaire notamment en matière d'éducation et de santé. Mais de nombreux déplacés cherchent un emploi ou d'autres opportunités pour devenir autonomes, a souligné M. Gambari. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21512&Cr=Darfour&Cr1= 


UN official briefs Djibouti’s President on latest developments in Darfur


PUBLICATION: UN News Centre

DATE: 2010.03.25

The top United Nations official in Darfur has concluded a two-day visit to Djibouti, where he briefed the country’s President Ismaïl Omar Guelleh on recent developments in the conflict-affected region of western Sudan. Mr. Gambari, who heads the AU-UN mission in Darfur (UNAMID) and is the Joint Special Representative to the region, stressed the importance during his meeting with Mr. Guelleh of implementing early recovery and development projects in Darfur, saying they must go hand-in-hand with efforts to enhance security, while pursuing the peace process. The Special Representative, who was accompanied by several senior UNAMID officials on the visit to Djibouti on Tuesday and Wednesday, commended Mr. Guelleh for his efforts to promote peace and development not only in Djibouti, but also in States that are members of the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) regional group.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34197&Cr=Darfur&Cr1= 



Le Canada se réjouit de la signature d’un accord-cadre entre le gouvernement du Soudan et le Mouvement pour la libération et la justice


PUBLICATION: Affaires Étrangères et Commerce International Canada   

DATE: 2010.03.18
Le ministre des Affaires étrangères, l’honorable Lawrence Cannon, a fait aujourd’hui la déclaration suivante, dans laquelle il exprime l’appui du Canada à l’accord-cadre signé le 18 mars entre le gouvernement du Soudan et le Mouvement pour la libération et la justice, une alliance de groupes rebelles au Darfour : « Le Canada se réjouit de la signature de l’accord-cadre, lequel inclut un cessez-le-feu, entre le gouvernement du Soudan et le Mouvement pour la libération et la justice. Le Canada réitère aussi son appui pour l’accord-cadre signé le 23 février à Doha, entre le gouvernement du Soudan et le Mouvement pour la justice et l’égalité. Ce nouvel accord est un autre pas vers un règlement politique global et une étape importante vers une paix durable au Darfour. Le Canada lance un appel à toutes les parties pour négocier de bonne foi afin d’arriver à un accord de paix final. « Le Canada est préoccupé par des rapports annonçant la reprise des combats dans la région du Jebel Marra entre les forces armées soudanaises et les groupes rebelles. Ces affrontements récents  auraient fait plus de 200 victimes. Il est essentiel pour toutes les parties de cesser les hostilités afin que diminuent la souffrance des populations du Darfour affectées par les combats. Ce nouvel accord ne contribuera aux progrès vers un accord de paix que s’il est respecté. Le Canada demande à toutes les parties d’honorer les engagements qu’elles ont pris en vertu de ces ententes. « Le Canada était représenté à la signature de ce nouvel accord-cadre et les représentants canadiens demeureront à Doha pour les négociations générales entre toutes les parties, sous l’égide du médiateur en chef conjoint des Nations Unies et de l’Union africaine pour le Darfour, M. Djibrill Ypènè Bassolé. 

http://www.international.gc.ca/media/aff/news-communiques/2010/109.aspx?lang=fra 


As Sudanese elections near, UN voices concern over reports of harassment


PUBLICATION: UN News Centre

DATE: 2010.03.23
The United Nations expressed concern today about reports that some opposition party members and supporters in Sudan are being harassed, intimidated, arrested or detained ahead of presidential and parliamentary elections slated for next month. UN spokesperson Martin Nesirky, responding to questions from journalists at UN Headquarters in New York, said the world body is also concerned by the low rate of voter registration among internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the Darfur region of western Sudan. He added that another concern is a series of technical challenges to the vote, such as the logistics of transporting election materials in areas with little infrastructure and how to recruit and train tens of thousands of poll workers. “We have encouraged the Government of Sudan to address these concerns to ensure that the elections reflect the will of the Sudanese people,” he said. More than 16 million people, or almost 80 per cent of the estimated voting-age population in Sudan, have registered to cast their ballots and the nominating process for candidates has concluded.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34172&Cr=sudan&Cr1=election 


UN-AU mission and Arab League to coordinate more projects in Darfur


PUBLICATION: UN News Centre

DATE: 2010.03.23

The joint United Nations-African Union peacekeeping mission (UNAMID) in Darfur and the League of Arab States have agreed to continue coordinating their projects to provide services to inhabitants of the region to promote peace and stability and facilitate the return of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to their villages. The decision was made yesterday in Cairo, where Ibrahim Gambari, UNAMID’s Joint Special Representative and the mission’s head met with League of Arab States (LAS) Secretary-General Amr Moussa. Both parties also discussed the latest developments in Darfur, including the recent signing of the two framework agreements between the Sudanese Government and two rebels groups. “The initiatives contributed to ending the conflict, and the various efforts made by the joint mission have lead toward restoring security, stability and reconciliation in all parts of Darfur,” UNAMID and LAS said in a joint statement.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34171&Cr=darfur&Cr1= 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

Congo-Kinshasa: UN Paves Way for Normalizing Life in Isolated Area of Eastern Region



PUBLICATION: allAfrica  

DATE: 2010.03.24
It may be a brown dirt road but the Bukavu-Shabunda route is the equivalent of a big highway in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and the United Nations says its work to reconstruct the road will improve the economic, social and security situations in the troubled province of South Kivu. "The road is a symbol of the new freedom for many people," Florian Barbey, a public information officer for the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) in Bukavu, told the UN News Centre today. The capital of South Kivu, Bukavu lies near the border with Rwanda, some 340 kilometres east of Shabunda. Once accessible only by air or on foot, the area between the two towns has been so isolated and thus vulnerable to the operations of the rebel group FDLR as well as diseases and malnutrition. Since 1999, MONUC has been a cushion against brutal legacies of a war that claimed some 4 million lives in the DRC between 1998 and 2003 and uprooted or displaced more than 1.25 million people. The country's easternmost areas have been beset by unrest in recent years as rebel groups and militias fight Government forces. "Travel between the cities was possible, but there were many barriers. The FDLR locked away Shabunda. You had armed groups, militaries asking for money. Now, after operation Kimia II, the road can be rebuilt," Mr. Barbey said, highlighting an operation last year by the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo (FARDC), with support from MONUC, to neutralize the FDLR.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003241175.html 

RDC : La MONUC reconstruit des routes pour stabiliser l'est du pays



PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU 

DATE: 2010.03.24
La route qui relie Bukavu à Shabunda à l'est de la République Démocratique du Congo (RDC) est en cours de reconstruction afin de désenclaver et stabiliser la région, et redynamiser le secteur économique, a annoncé la Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC). « La route est le symbole d'une nouvelle liberté pour de nombreuses personnes », a déclaré un attaché de presse de la MONUC à Bukavu, Florian Barbey au Centre d'actualités de l'ONU. Bukavu, la capitale de la province du Sud-Kivu, frontalière du Rwanda, est à 340 kilomètres à l'est de Shabunda. Au moins 75 kilomètres ont déjà pu être achevés par les ingénieurs de la MONUC. « Lorsque la route était détruite, cela prenait plus d'un mois pour parcourir les quelques 300 kilomètres entre Bukavu et Shabunda. Maintenant nous faisons les 75 kilomètres de route en quelques heures », se félicite M. Barbey. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21540&Cr=Congo&Cr1= 

Congo-Kinshasa: New Lubanga Witness To Give All Testimony In Camera



PUBLICATION: allAfrica  

DATE: 2010.03.24
A defense witness who was introduced today will give all his evidence behind closed doors. Defense lawyer Caroline Buteau made this pronouncement shortly after the witness – the 12th called by Thomas Lubanga’s defense – took oath. “In view of the protective measures that have been requested by the witness and in view of the contents of his testimony, the whole of the examination-in-chief will be in private session,” Ms. Buteau said. Although it has been common for both prosecution and defense witnesses to give evidence in private session, announcing that a witness would provide all their major evidence in camera has been rare. The majority of witnesses called by the defense have testified with face and voice recognition to protect them from possible reprisals. Most of them have given bits of their evidence in open session, although the bulk of it has been heard in camera. According to the defense, the witnesses they are calling are testifying to the alleged falsification of evidence against Mr. Lubanga, a former Congolese leader on trial over the war crimes of using child soldiers. He has denied the charges, and insisted he was never in charge of the military affairs of the armed wing of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), the group which the International Criminal Court (ICC) claims he led.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003250013.html 

Congo-Kinshasa: L'holocauste congolais

PUBLICATION: allAfrica   
DATE: 2010.03.26
Qui défendra la cause congolaise ? Les amis du Congo ? La nébuleuse communauté internationale ? Ou les Congolais eux-mêmes ? La question reste posée jusqu'à ce que réponse soit trouvée. Mais en attendant, mon voisin de gauche est sidéré par un fait. De quoi s'agit-il ? Une polémique de mauvais goût est entretenue depuis fin 2009 autour du nombre des Congolais tombés du fait de différentes guerres qui se sont succédé sur le territoire de la RDC depuis 1996. Des guerres qui ont été baptisées, débaptisées puis rebaptisées sous plusieurs vocables : libération, agression, rébellion, occupation, invasion, etc. mais que toute la communauté internationale. Et dire que tous s'étaient finalement apitoyés sur le sort qui était celui du peuple congolais et de ses richesses qui partaient en fumée sous le couvert des crépitements d'armes légères et lourdes. Sous leurs divers formats et appellations, ces conflits meurtriers ont décimé des populations congolaises dans l'est de la RDC. Rien à redire sur ce point précis. Tous les violons s'accordent sur le fait qu'il y a eu mort d'homme suite à des affrontements armés. Toutefois, les divergences apparaissent et se creusent davantage quand il faut estimer le nombre de toutes ces vies humaines fauchées pour des causes qui leur échappaient totalement.
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201003260355.html 

Congo-Kinshasa: Aid Delivery under Threat in Kivus


PUBLICATION: allAfrica 

DATE: 2010.03.23

A recent upsurge in threats against aid agencies in the Kivu provinces of eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has raised concerns that the humanitarian space in the region could shrink again, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says. "We received letters asking the International Rescue Committee [IRC] to withdraw from Rutshuru," Ndiaga Seck, OCHA associate information officer in the provincial capital, Goma, said. "Last Friday, youths in Masisi marched along the streets demanding jobs. When these kinds of things happen, humanitarians cannot reach beneficiaries." The letters came as the German charity, Welthungerhilfe, suspended work in Walikale territory following threats to its staff. IRC later resumed operations. "What all this means is that the situation in North Kivu is still volatile, especially in Rutshuru, Walikale and Masisi [territories]," Seck told IRIN on 23 March. Some days before, armed Congolese soldiers had stormed into a hospital in Fizi, Katanga village, in South Kivu, kidnapping three rival fighters. The 11 March attack prompted staff of the charity, Spanish Doctors without Borders (MSF-Espagne), to leave the facility. "This incident is a violation of basic humanitarian principles; all sick and wounded have the right to medical care," said Philippe Havet, MSF head of mission in South Kivu. "We demand that all armed actors respect medical structures and the safety of wounded people and medical staff. Unarmed, wounded belligerents enjoy this protection as any other patient."

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003231202.html 

En aide du Congo-Kinshasa

PUBLICATION: La Tribune (Sherbrooke) 

DATE: 2010.03.23
Ben Affleck a démarré un nouveau projet, hier, pour récolter des fonds et éveiller les consciences sur les atrocités commises contre les femmes et les enfants durant des années de confl its dans l'est du Congo-Kinshasa, a dit l'acteur à l'Associated Press. L'acteur et réalisateur américain a passé cinq jours dans ce pays la semaine dernière, où il a rencontré des anciens enfants esclaves et des détenus condamnés pour viol dans l'espoir de mieux saisir les problèmes du Congo-Kinshasa. La nouvelle fondation, Eastern Congo Initiative, soutiendra des groupes communautaires congolais, a indiqué Ben Affleck.
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201031716311470_33.htm 
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

Rwandan Genocide: “They’re going to kill me” Refused both refugee status and residency, Charlotte Umutesi will be the first to be deported to Rwanda since the genocide

PUBLICATION : The Globe and Mail 
DATE: 2010.03.25
Behind the fine glasses of Charlotte Umutesi lie dark, withdrawn eyes. The 35-year-old elder-care worker doesn't speak much these days. When she does, she says she hardly eats and hardly sleeps, jolted awake night after night by nightmares of her past. She came to Canada almost five years ago as a refugee from Rwanda, fleeing a genocidaire she insists killed her husband, sister and parents. She claims the man beat her and sexually assaulted her, and has since attacked her brother after Ms. Umutesi testified against him in a tribunal. She fears he now wants to kill her, too."I'm very scared," she says quietly, wrapped in a coral-coloured scarf and sitting in the Edmonton-area home of her aunt. "They're going to kill me." Canada, however, does not believe Ms. Umutesi, and rejected her application to stay in the country. Now, with her legal avenues nearly exhausted, and barring intervention from Immigration Minister Jason Kenney, Ms. Umutesi is poised to be the first person to be deported from Canada to Rwanda since its 1994 genocide. Advocates, spearheaded by the local francophone association, say she is the victim of an arbitrary system of evaluation. "She has the same profile as people who are accepted [for residency], and yet she's refused," says Janet Dench, executive director of the Canadian Council for Refugees. "The result of the whole thing is you get people like Charlotte who draw the short straw, and now the government is spending lots of money to remove her to the benefit of nobody whatsoever." 
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201035118252483_68.htm 


Burundi : Le Franco-britannique Charles Petrie nommé Représentant exécutif



PUBLICATION : Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.03.25
Le Secrétaire général des Nations Unies, Ban Ki-moon, a annoncé jeudi la nomination au poste de Représentant exécutif et Chef du Bureau intégré de l'ONU au Burundi du Franco-britannique Charles Petrie, en remplacement du Tunisien Youssef Mahmoud. « M. Petrie apporte avec lui vingt ans d'expérience avec les Nations Unies qui sont le reflet de son expertise dans la prévention des conflits, le maintien et la consolidation de la paix, l'action humanitaire de relèvement et de développement, ainsi qu'une grande expérience de la région des Grands Lacs », a souligné un communiqué publié à New York. M. Petrie a exercé de hautes fonctions au sein des structures de l'aide humanitaire et de l'aide d'urgence de l'ONU, en particulier au Soudan, en Somalie et au Rwanda. Il a également été Assistant spécial de la Commissaire générale de l'Office de l'Office de secours et de travaux des Nations unies pour les réfugiés de Palestine dans le Proche-Orient (UNRWA) et Représentant résident du Programme des Nations Unies pour le développement (PNUD) au Myanmar.
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21548&Cr=Burundi&Cr1= 


Bangladesh sets regional precedent as it joins International Criminal Court


PUBLICATION : UN News Centre 
DATE: 2010.03.24
Bangladesh has become the first South Asian country to ratify the pact that established the International Criminal Court (ICC) and gave it a mandate for trying people accused of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. The Bangladeshi Government ratified the 1998 Rome Statute yesterday, according to a press release issued by the ICC in The Hague, the Dutch city where the permanent, independent court is based. When the statute enters into force for Bangladesh on 1 June, the South Asian country will become the 111th nation worldwide to become a State Party to the ICC. The court was set up in 2002 after the statute took effect that year when it passed a total of 60 ratifications. The court’s President, Judge Sang-Hyun Song, noted that Bangladesh is the first country in its region to join the ICC. “I applaud its decision to join the growing commitment of States to end impunity for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide,” he said. The ICC is currently investigating events in four countries or regions: Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Darfur region of western Sudan and the Central African Republic (CAR).

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34176&Cr=international+criminal&Cr1= 


Au Rwanda, la loi réprimant l'" idéologie du génocide " sert à harceler l'opposition


PUBLICATION : Le Monde 

DATE: 2010.03.26
Le Rwanda, adulé par les Occidentaux pour ses succès économiques et sa stabilité, peut-il progresser vers la démocratie seize ans après le traumatisme du génocide ? L'interpellation de Victoire Ingabire, potentielle candidate d'opposition à Paul Kagamé à la présidentielle d'août à l'aéroport de Kigali, mardi 23 mars, pose cette question largement occultée jusqu'à présent par l'ombre portée du génocide de 1994. L'interdiction de quitter le territoire notifiée à Mme Ingabire est motivée par une enquête judiciaire ouverte notamment pour " négationnisme ". " Mme Ingabire tentait de quitter le pays alors qu'elle est visée par des investigations, a déclaré Louise Mushikiwabo, porte-parole du gouvernement. Cette femme ne pense pas qu'elle doit respecter les lois qui gouvernent ce pays. " Mercredi, l'intéressée est rentrée libre à son domicile après huit heures d'interrogatoire, explique au Monde Joseph Bukeye, dirigeant des Forces démocratiques unifiées (FDU), parti que préside Mme Ingabire. " Elle voulait simplement rendre visite à sa famille aux Pays-Bas, ajoute-t-il. Mais le gouvernement veut prouver par tous les moyens qu'elle est une criminelle pour empêcher l'enregistrement de notre parti et de sa candidate à la présidentielle. " La présidente du FDU n'est pas la seule opposante visée. Frank Habineza, président du parti Vert, a été menacé physiquement et Bernard Ntaganda, dirigeant du Parti social idéal (PS-Imberakuri) a été accusé d'" idéologie du génocide ". Mme Ingabire, elle, est une femme d'affaires de 41 ans, arrivée à Kigali le 16 janvier en provenance des Pays-Bas où elle vivait en exil. Depuis le discours qu'elle a prononcé ce jour-là au mémorial du génocide des Tutsi réclamant que les auteurs des crimes commis contre les Hutu soient également jugés, les autorités l'accusent de " divisionnisme ". Elles lui reprochent de contrevenir au principe qui empêche de faire référence à l'appartenance ethnique. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/03/par2010366673742_892.htm 


Women, gays need protection in refugee regime contemplated by Canada



PUBLICATION : Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.03.24

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is warning that the type of refugee reforms the Conservative government has in mind need to be handled with an abundance of caution. Antonio Guterres said streamlining refugee applicants according to their country of origin is a legitimate way to speed up the process, but authorities need to ensure this system takes into account that some countries generally assumed to be safe may actually be dangerous for some groups _ especially women and homosexuals. ''There are certain areas where, even if you live in a . . . political democracy, you have still a certain number of important grounds for a well-founded fear of persecution to be real,'' said Guterres. The senior UN official, who was careful not to mention Canada by name, said countries adopting a two-tier triage for refugees need to make sure they don't block access for legitimate claimants. And they must couple the triage with a robust appeals system to make sure no one falls through the cracks. Otherwise, they risk rejecting people who risk being subject to persecution such as genital mutilation, forced marriage or discrimination based on sexual orientation, Guterres said. But it is possible to set up a two-tier system that is flexible enough to take these types of circumstances into account, he added. The key is to make sure the decision-makers are focusing on individual cases rather than simply the claimant's country of origin. ''Asylum is not given to countries. Asylum is given to people,'' Guterres said. ''And this must be in the centre of any asylum system.'' 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034130520821_61.htm 


Nigéria : L'ONUDI apporte son aide pour un projet de transformation du manioc



PUBLICATION : Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2010.03.25
Afin de développer les capacités de production agricole des communautés au Nigéria l'Organisation des Nations Unies pour le développement industriel (ONUDI) et le gouvernement japonais vont financer un projet de transformation du manioc à Oyo, village situé au sud-ouest du pays, a indiqué l'ONUDI. « Les composants qui seront fournis grâce à cet argent comprennent des équipements de transformation du manioc tel que des râpes, un système de séchage, un moulin et un puits », a déclaré Reuben Bamidele, un responsable de l'ONUDI au Nigéria. 

L'objectif est de développer un système innovant de séchage pour transformer le manioc et accroître la production agricole. Cela permettra de dynamiser le secteur agricole et de générer des revenus pour les populations vulnérables. L'organisation non-gouvernementale Ifelodun Cassava Processing recevra presque 200.000 dollars pour réaliser le projet.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21551&Cr=agriculture&Cr1= 


Rwanda: Top FDLR Commander Surrenders



PUBLICATION : allAfrica  

DATE: 2010.03.23
The head of training in the Rally for Unity and Democracy (RUD-Urunana), a faction of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDRL) militia, was yesterday repatriated to Rwanda after handing himself over to the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC). Colonel Rashid Ngoboka returned with his family and six armed escorts. Ngoboka, who left Rwanda after the 1994 Genocide against Tutsi as a 2nd Lieutenant, rose through the ranks within the FDRL. He was based in Lubero. Speaking at Rubavu District headquarters, the former rebel said, "I have decided to come back to my country since rebel life is history and I am now a new person back in Rwanda. "I have come with my family and six other soldiers who were under my command," he said, holding a child in his arms. Jean Sayinzoga, the chairman of the Rwanda Demobilisation and Reintegration Commission (RDRC), dismissed reports by RUD-Urunana that Ngoboka had been dismissed. "His partners in RUD are falsely claiming that they chased him away, yet he actually ran away from them. We are still waiting for others who he fled with," Sayinzoga said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003240056.html 


Un membre du mouvement réformateur libéré en Iran


PUBLICATION : The Canadian Press   

DATE: 2010.03.20
Un membre important du mouvement réformateur en Iran, Hossein Marashi, a été remis en liberté samedi par les autorités deux jours après son arrestation, selon plusieurs agences locales. Le procureur de Téhéran Abbas Jafari Dowlatabadi a déclaré qu'Hossein Marashi avait été temporairement relâché pour qu'il puisse participer aux célébrations du Nouvel an iranien, ont rapporté l'agence semi-officielle Fars et d'autres agences. Téhéran relâche traditionnellement certains prisonniers pour les fêtes qui durent jusqu'au 2 avril. Hossein Marashi, ancien vice-président, a été arrêté jeudi après la confirmation par une cour d'appel de sa condamnation à un an d'emprisonnement pour propagande contre le pouvoir. Il est l'un des porte-parole de la formation politique Kargozaran et a soutenu le dirigeant de l'opposition Mir Hossein Moussavi en juin lors de l'élection présidentielle contestée marquée par la réelection de Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Les partisans de l'opposition estiment que ce dernier l'a emporté en ayant recours à la fraude. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034136267486_89.htm 

UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide in West Africa



PUBLICATION : Office of the Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide 
DATE: 2010.03.19
Francis Deng, the UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide is on mission in

West Africa from 18 to 26 March 2010, specifically in Guinea and Ghana. Due to the

recent political developments in Nigeria (dissolution of Cabinet),  Francis Deng has

decided to postpone his visit; poor weather in New York forced the cancellation of

his visit to Liberia. The purpose of the visit to West Africa is to discuss his mandate with government, ECOWAS and UN officials, and to exchange views and seek collaboration on national and sub-regional mechanisms that could contribute to the prevention of genocide. Upon his return from West Africa, the Special Adviser will brief the Secretary-General, as well as UN Headquarters staff, on his findings. The Special Adviser’s approach to his mandate is to see genocide as an extreme form of identity-related conflicts emanating from gross inequalities in the sharing of power, wealth, services and development opportunities. Prevention is therefore a challenge of constructive management of diversity. This is a function of both State responsibility and regional and international cooperation. Empowering and strengthening regional organizations and mechanisms to deal with the prevention of genocide and related violence is crucial if such tragic occurrences are to be halted.

http://www.un.org/preventgenocide/adviser/ 


Nigeria arrests 164 over massacre



PUBLICATION : Edmonton Journal  
DATE: 2010.03.22
Nigerian police have arrested 164 people over a recent massacre near the central city of Jos and plan to charge most with offences ranging from terrorism to arson, authorities said Sunday. Hundreds of people -- mainly women and children from predominantly Christian communities -- have been killed in the past two weeks in villages near the city of Jos. Police say over 100 were killed with machetes, while government officials insist more than 500 were massacred by the nomadic Fulani. On Wednesday, Muslim herdsmen disguised as soldiers butchered around a dozen Christians in two villages near Jos, setting some of them ablaze.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103361713182_6.htm 


Iran detains grandson of powerful cleric and former president Rafsanjani


PUBLICATION : The Canadian Press   
DATE: 2010.03.22
Iranian authorities detained the grandson of former president Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, the most powerful opposition supporter inside the country's clerical leadership, a news agency reported Monday. Hasan Lahouti was arrested at Tehran airport upon arrival from London late Sunday, the semiofficial Fars news agency said. It did not give a reason for his detention. Rafsanjani has come under harsh criticism from hard-liners for his support of opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi in his challenge to President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who the opposition says won June elections by fraud. Rafsanjani, who serves as president in the early 1990s, heads a powerful clerical political council that has the power to chose the country's supreme leader. Lahouti's mother, Faezeh _ Rafsanjani's youngest daughter _ has also been a prominent participant in opposition protests since the election. The Iranian government has arrested thousands and put more than 100 opposition figures on trial in a crackdown aimed at crushing the wave of protests sparked by the election controversy.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201034124531427_61.htm 

