News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 --

À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci
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EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS



TASTE FOR JUSTICE IN SUPPORT OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

DATE: 2010.06 (various) 

LOCATION/LIEU: Various (see http://amnesty.akaraisin.com/common/Event/Privacy.aspx?seid=2947&mid=56 )

INFORMATION: http://amnesty.akaraisin.com/Common/Event/Home.aspx?seid=2947&mid=8&Lang=en-CA&se=1 

Amnesty International is pleased to announce the launch of its sixth

annual Taste for Justice campaign this June. The Taste for Justice

campaign is a fundraiser in support of Amnesty International and the

organization's work on women's human rights. Throughout the month of

June, Ottawans can visit participating restaurants across the city to

enjoy great food and help Amnesty International continue to defend

human rights. Participating restaurants will donate a percentage of

proceeds to Amnesty International to support its campaigns to protect

and promote women's human rights worldwide and end violence and

discrimination against women. For a complete list of restaurant

participation dates, please visit our website at tasteforjustice.ca or

call 1-800-AMNESTY for more information.

Participating restaurants this June are Agave Grill, Basmati, Benitz

Bistro, Bohemian Kitchen, BSide Bistro, Caffe Mio, Camilio?s, Chez

Lucien, D'Arcy McGee's Orleans, Domus, The Exchange Pub & Restaurant,

Infusion Bistro, Jak's Kitchen, Lapointe Seafood Grill Cafe, Milagro

Grill, Oz Kafe, Pancho Villa, Pelican Grill, Taylor's Genuine Food &

Wine Bar, The Green Door, The Table, Thyme & Again Creative Catering,

Umi Cafe, Viva Loca, and Zen Kitchen
REPORTS – RAPPORTS


 Deliberate Chaos

PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.06.21
INFORMATION : http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/06/21/deliberate-chaos-0
The government of Zimbabwe has broken its promises under the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) work plan to improve abusive practices in its diamond fields and should formally be suspended from the Kimberley Process, Human Rights Watch said in a 16-page report released today.

Participants in the Kimberley Process - governments, the diamond industry, and civil society groups that seek to eradicate the trade in blood diamonds - are meeting June 21 to 23, 2010, in Israel, which chairs the group this year. The ongoing human rights violations in and around Zimbabwe's Marange diamond fields should be at the top of their agenda, Human Rights Watch said.

"The Kimberley Process risks total irrelevance if it ignores these ongoing abuses," said Rona Peligal, acting Africa director at Human Rights Watch. "If the Kimberley Process can't take real action on an issue like Zimbabwe, then what is it good for?"


 “Welcome to Kenya” 

PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.06.17
INFORMATION : 
Based on interviews with over 100 refugees, this 99-page report documents widespread police extortion of asylum seekers trying to reach three camps near the Kenyan town of Dadaab, the world's largest refugee settlement. Police use violence, arbitrary arrest, unlawful detention in inhuman and degrading conditions, threats of deportation, and wrongful prosecution for "unlawful presence" to extort money from the new arrivals - men, women, and children alike. In some cases, police also rape women. In early 2010 alone, hundreds, and possibly thousands, of Somalis unable to pay extortion demands were sent back to Somalia, in flagrant violation of Kenyan and international law.
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/06/17/welcome-kenya-0
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan



Sudan: Darfur Arab rivals 'in deadly revenge clashes'


PUBLICATION: BBC News
DATE: 2010.06.19
At least 48 people have been killed in clashes between rival Arab nomadic groups in Sudan's Darfur region, a leader of the Misseriya clan has said.  He said Rezeigat fighters in cars had stormed villages on Friday morning and the fighting had continued till sunset.  The Rezeigat and Misseriya and have been caught up in a series of revenge attacks in West Darfur since February.  A spokesman for the joint African Union and UN peace force said a team had been sent to investigate the reports.  "Tribes were blocking some of the access routes to where the fighting was reportedly going on," spokesman Chris Cycmanick told Reuters news agency.  "The local population told us 40 were killed and 10 were injured."  Correspondents say there are often clashes about grazing rights for cattle and water sources in the area...

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/world/africa/10359112.stm


Sud-Soudan - Un premier gouvernement élu

PUBLICATION: LE Droit
DATE: 2010.06.16
Juba -- Le président du Sud-Soudan, Salva Kiir, a annoncé hier la formation du premier gouvernement élu de cette région semi-autonome qui doit tenir en janvier un référendum sur son indépendance. Selon la télévision du Sud-Soudan, le président sudiste a annoncé par décret la composition d'un gouvernement de 32 ministres incluant Pagan Amum, secrétaire général du Mouvement populaire de libération du Soudan (SPLM, ex-rebelles sudistes), qui devient ministre de la Paix et de la Mise en oeuvre de l'Accord de paix global. Cet accord, qui a mis fin en 2005, à 21 ans de guerre civile entre le Nord et le Sud du Soudan, prévoit la tenue en janvier d'un référendum sur la sécession du Sud-Soudan. Plusieurs analystes s'attendent à une victoire de l'option sécessionniste, mais craignent aussi une flambée des violences avant, pendant et après ce référendum dont l'issue pourrait remettre en cause les frontières héritées de la colonisation, une véritable boîte de pandore sur le continent africain…

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/06/all20106345124701_31.htm

 SUDAN: Government must ensure aid reaches Darfur, says EU 

PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2010.06.18
NAIROBI, 18 June 2010 (IRIN) - The European Union has urged Sudanese authorities to ensure humanitarian workers reach thousands of people affected by ongoing fighting in Darfur and to improve security across the volatile western region.  "As fighting between government forces and [armed groups], and between [communities] continues, humanitarian workers are prevented from reaching some of the most needy communities," the European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, Kristalina Georgieva said. "Big parts of eastern Jebel Mara... where fighting is ongoing, have been inaccessible since February," she added. "I can only imagine the dire conditions for the women and children who are in great need of humanitarian assistance which we are simply unable to bring." Access and security would also open up economic development in Darfur, and break "the vicious circle of crisis breeding insecurity and insecurity deepening the crisis", Georgieva, who recently visited the region, said in an interview published by ECHO, the EU’s Humanitarian Organization, on 18 June. Clashes between armed groups, lack of access for aid workers and inadequate rainfall have aggravated the humanitarian situation in Darfur, say aid workers. Fighting between Sudanese government forces and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) intensified in May in South Darfur, with casualties reported on both sides, according to the UN Mission in Darfur (UNAMID).  Government forces also fought another group, the Abdul Wahid faction of the Sudan Liberation Army. Separate clashes occurred between armed local communities...

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=89534


Soudan: Crimes de guerre - Deux chefs rebelles soudanais à La Haye pour comparaître devant la CPI

PUBLICATION: All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.06.17
Deux chefs rebelles soudanais soupçonnés de crimes de guerre au Darfour sont arrivés hier mercredi 16 juin à La Haye après s'être rendus volontairement pour comparaître devant la Cour pénale internationale (CPI), a, selon l'AFP, annoncé la CPI. «Abdallah Banda Abaker Nourain («Banda») et Saleh Mohammed Jerbo Jamus («Jerbo»), soupçonnés d'avoir commis des crimes de guerre au Darfour (Soudan), sont volontairement arrivés ce matin à la Cour pénale internationale», a indiqué la CPI dans un communiqué. «Banda et Jerbo devront répondre de trois chefs de crimes de guerre qui auraient été commis dans le cadre d'une attaque lancée le 29 septembre 2007 contre la Mission de l'Union africaine au Soudan (MUAS)», stationnée à la base militaire d'Haskanita (nord du Darfour), a précisé la CPI. Près de mille assaillants armés de canons antiaériens, de pièces d'artillerie et de lance-roquettes auraient tué douze soldats de la MUAS et en auraient grièvement blessés huit, a souligné la Cour. «Ils auraient également détruit des installations de communication, des dortoirs, des véhicules et autres matériels appartenant à la MUAS et se seraient emparés de biens lui appartenant», notamment des véhicules, de l'argent, des munitions et des uniformes militaires, selon la CPI…
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201006170683.html

Three blue helmets serving with UN-African force killed in ambush in Darfur

PUBLICATION: UN News Room

DATE: 2010.06.21
The African Union-United Nations peacekeeping force in Darfur vowed today that it would not be intimidated from carrying out its work after three blue helmets were killed and a fourth was seriously wounded in an ambush in a remote part of the war-wracked Sudanese region.  The mission, known as UNAMID, reported that more than 20 assailants opened fire without warning on the Rwandan soldiers as they provided security to civilian engineers working near the West Darfur village of Nertiti about 11:30 a.m. Today’s attack occurred little more than a month after two peacekeepers were slain while conducting a routine patrol in South Darfur, and takes the number of UNAMID peacekeepers who have been murdered in Darfur since the mission began operations in January 2008 to 27. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon led UN officials in deploring the attack, saying in a statement issued by his spokesperson that the Sudanese Government must make every effort to apprehend the assailants. “The Secretary-General expresses his condolences to the families of the peacekeepers who lost their lives and to the Government of Rwanda and reiterates his appreciation for their service and commitment to the search for peace in Darfur,” the statement added. UNAMID reported that the peacekeepers returned fire against the unknown gunmen, who wore camouflage clothing. In the ensuing firefight, which lasted almost an hour, three assailants were killed and the remainder fled the scene, stealing a vehicle...
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35082&Cr=darfur&Cr1=
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo



Congo-Kinshasa: State, DRC Defence Ministers Meet


PUBLICATION: All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.06.21
Rubavu — The Minister of Defence, Gen. James Kabarebe, and his Congolese counterpart, Tumba Mwamba, have reaffirmed their commitment to share security information to contain any security threats in the two countries. According to Gen Kabarebe, the meeting, which took place in Rubavu, is part of a peace building process in the region. "This meeting is apart of what our two Heads of State agreed upon, to restore relations and build peace together in the region," Kabarebe said, adding that ever since the joint military operation against the rebels in DRC ended, Congolese soldiers have continued with the operations which have registered success. Speaking to The New Times, the Congolese Minister said that forces like FDLR rebels and the CNDP faction led by Gad Ngabo continue to pose a security threat in his country. "All these forces I'm talking about operate from our soil and continue to cause chaos in Rwanda," Mwamba said. Both ministers agreed to keep working closely together to curb insecurity in the region…

http://allafrica.com/stories/201006211059.html


Congo-Kinshasa: Le pays compte 1,9 million de personnes déplacées internes

PUBLICATION: All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.06.22
Kinshasa — La République démocratique du Congo compte à ce jour, un million et demi de personnes déplacées internes. Ce chiffre est considéré comme le plus élevé dans le monde. C'est ce qui ressort des statistiques fournies par le Haut-Commissariat des Nations unies aux réfugiés (HCR), à l'occasion de la célébration dimanche, 20 juin 2010 à Kinshasa, de la Journée mondiale du réfugié. La commémoration était placée cette année sous le thème : « J'ai tout perdu. Mais l'avenir m'appartient ». Selon la source citée par l'ACP, la majorité des personnes déplacées internes de la RDC sont de l'Est du pays. Parmi eux, 114.722 personnes ont fui les événements qui se sont produits dernièrement dans la province de l'Equateur. Depuis 2009, deux accords tripartites ont été signés avec le Rwanda et le Burundi pour le retour des réfugiés congolais. Un accord tripartite RDC-République du Congo-HCR a été signé en ce mois de juin 2010, alors qu'un autre va être discuté avec l'Ouganda. Le HCR dispose actuellement de 19 bureaux en RDC, dont une représentation régionale à Kinshasa et un bureau de coordination à l'Est. Selon le vice-ministre de l'Intérieur et de la Sécurité, Georges Zuka, qui prenait la parole à cette même occasion, plus de 469.000 Congolais demeurent encore en exil, essentiellement dans les pays frontaliers de la RDC, tandis que le territoire national accueille à ce jour, 180.000 réfugiés. A la suite de la paix reconquise après une longue période de conflits, environ 206.000 réfugiés congolais ont été rapatriés, et plus ou moins 121.000 réfugiés vivant en RDC ont regagné leurs pays respectifs…

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201006221031.html

Top UN envoy bids farewell to first batch of blue helmets leaving DR Congo

PUBLICATION: UN News Room
DATE: 2010.06.16

The top United Nations envoy in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) today paid tribute to a group of Senegalese blue helmets who are the first batch of peacekeepers to leave the country in line with the recent decision by the Security Council to alter the UN mission there. The Council last month agreed to transform the UN peacekeeping mission in DRC (MONUC) into a stabilization mission in the coming weeks, authorizing the withdrawal of up to 2,000 UN military personnel – from an existing strength of 19,815 – by 30 June from areas where security has improved enough to allow their removal. It also authorized the new operation, which will be known as the UN Organization Stabilization Mission in the DRC (MONUSCO), to stay in the country until 30 June 2011. At a ceremony held in Kisangani in North Kivu province, Alan Doss, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative and head of MONUC, lauded the Senegalese troops for their professionalism and courage, as well as their flexibility to deploy wherever the mission requires. He also paid tribute to those Senegalese peacekeepers who lost their lives in the DRC since April 2001, when the country first deployed troops to the UN operation…

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35049&Cr=monuc&Cr1=


Congo-Kinshasa: Ituri - L'ombre de Cobra Matata inquiète la population de Walendu Bindi

PUBLICATION: All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.06.21
Kinshasa — La situation sécuritaire reste préoccupante à Walendu Bindi, une collectivité située dans le district de l'Ituri. Et pour cause. La présence du colonel Cobra Matata, officier des FARDC jadis leader d'une milice locale avant son intégration dans l'armée régulière. Selon radiookapi.net qui a livré cette information, l'ombre du colonel Cobra Matata continue à effrayer la population civile de la collectivité de Walendu Bindi. Cependant, le colonel Fall Sikabwe, commandant de la zone opérationnelle des Forces armées de la RDC en Ituri est rassurant. Il a demandé à la population de vaquer paisiblement à ses occupations et de ne pas s'inquiéter de la présence non autorisée du colonel FARDC Cobra Matata dans le Walendu Bindi. Le colonel Fall Sikabwe s'est exprimé, le jeudi 17 juin à Bunia, au cours d'un point de presse. En effet, Cobra Matata est un ancien leader de la milice Front de résistance patriotique de l'Ituri (FRPI) encore active dans cette collectivité. L'inquiétude est perceptible parmi les habitants de la collectivité de Walendu Bindi…

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201006211554.html
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles



Statement by the Prime Minister of Canada



PUBLICATION : Prime Minister of Canada
DATE: 2010.06.12
Prime Minister Stephen Harper today issued the following statement marking the anniversary of Iran’s 2009 presidential election, which precipitated a serious deterioration in the country’s human rights situation: “One year ago, in the wake of Iran’s presidential elections, the world bore witness to the Iranian regime’s violent repression of its citizens, who were exercising their right to freedom of expression and assembly in protest against the conduct of those elections. “Iran has made absolutely no progress in the last year toward addressing the legitimate aspirations of its people.  In fact, its regime has been even more repressive.  Iran’s continued, blatant disregard for the rights of its citizens must end. “Canada calls on the Iranian regime to uphold its human rights commitments by allowing freedom of expression, freedom of the press and freedom of assembly; protecting religious minorities; respecting the human rights of prisoners and detainees; and ensuring equal treatment of women and girls. “Canada also calls on the Iranian regime to conduct an independent investigation into the killings, violence, arrests and detentions that occurred in the wake of these demonstrations…
http://www.pm.gc.ca/eng/index.asp?featureId=20


Tensions aux Comores après l'assassinat d'un chef de l'armée

PUBLICATION : Le Monde
DATE: 2010.06.14
Les forces de l'ordre se sont déployées, lundi 14 juin, devant les ministères et les principaux bâtiments administratifs de la capitale comorienne, Moroni, au lendemain de l'assassinat d'un haut gradé de l'armée. Plus d'une centaine de personnes se sont rassemblées devant l'hôpital El-Maarouf de Moroni, où repose le corps du colonel Combo Ayouba, abattu dimanche soir à son domicile par un ou plusieurs inconnus qui ont pu prendre la fuite. Certains manifestants originaires de l'île d'Anjouan, comme l'officier assassiné, ont scandé des slogans hostiles au président Ahmed Abdallah Sambi, d'autres ont lancé des pierres sur le ministère des finances et de l'éducation, faisant au moins un blessé. "Aucune conclusion sérieuse ne peut être avancée" pour le moment, ni sur l'auteur de l'assassinat, ni sur ses motivations, selon une source proche de l'enquête. Mais cet assassinat intervient dans un contexte de vive tension politique aux Comores. Considérée au sein de l'état-major comme un fidèle du président Sambi, la victime était l'un des rares anciens membres encore en activité de la garde présidentielle formée dans les années 1980 par le mercenaire français Bob Denard. DISCUSSIONS POUR UNE PRÉSIDENTIELLE EN NOVEMBRE En mars, M. Sambi avait prolongé son mandat jusqu'à fin 2011 au terme d'une réforme constitutionnelle rejetée par l'opposition visant à harmoniser l'élection du président de l'Union avec celle des gouverneurs. Un maintien au pouvoir qui  suscite un très vif mécontentement sur l'île de Mohéli, à qui revient normalement le tour d'assurer la présidence du pays, en vertu du principe de la présidence tournante entre les îles de l'archipel. Certains opposants disent aussi avoir été intimidés par le pouvoir en place et dénoncent ce qu'ils appellent "la dérive dictatoriale" du président Ahmed Abdallah Sambi…
http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2010/06/14/tensions-aux-comores-apres-l-assassinat-d-un-chef-de-l-armee_1372607_3212.html


Number of civilians uprooted by Kyrgyz crisis on the rise – UN refugee agency 

PUBLICATION : UN News Room
DATE: 2010.06.17
Some 400,000 people have been uprooted by the violence that began in Kyrgyzstan last week, the United Nations refugee agency said today, citing figures provided by governmental and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) on the ground.  Around 300,000 of those fleeing the clashes between Kyrgyz and ethnic Uzbeks in the southern part of the Central Asian nation are believed to be internally displaced within the country, while an estimated 100,000 others have sought refuge in neighbouring Uzbekistan, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said in a news release. The agency said that Kyrgyz authorities are trying to restore law and order, and have reported that some 180 people have been killed and a further 1,900 injured in the clashes, the latest unrest to hit the country since the violent uprising in April that ousted former president Kurmanbek Bakiyev. “The situation in Osh and nearby villages appears to be volatile,” said UNHCR, adding that sporadic clashes have reportedly taken place around the town of Jalalabad and the situation there is tense. Many families have left from Osh and Jalalabad to the capital, Bishkek, and other areas, fearing further violence. While many of the 300,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are being sheltered by family and host communities, it is also estimated that at least 40,000 people are in need of shelter. A UNHCR airlift to Kyrgyzstan is scheduled to begin this weekend. Two planes loaded with 80 tons of relief from the agency’s emergency stockpile in Dubai will bring assistance for 15,000 people. Members of an emergency response team are already in country or en route to Kyrgyzstan, and additional staff are being deployed to help respond to the unfolding humanitarian crisis...
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35053&Cr=kyrgyz&Cr1=


Burundi: Instabilité politique - Pierre Nkurunziza lance un ultimatum aux détenteurs des grenades 

PUBLICATION :All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.06.22
Le président burundais Pierre Nkurunziza qui est en campagne à l'intérieur du pays a annoncé le vendredi 18 juin 2010 que tous ceux qui détiennent encore les armes illégalement devront les avoir remises au plus tard le 25 juin 2010. Cependant, en l'absence d'un bon compromis l'opposition menace de lancer une rébellion pendant que les attaques à la grenade sont considérées comme une guérilla. Le président burundais Pierre Nkurunziza qui est en campagne électorale a annoncé, le vendredi 18 juin 2010, que tous ceux qui détiennent encore les armes illégalement devront les avoir remises au plus tard le 25 juin 2010.«Passé ce délai, ils seront sanctionnés par la loi», a, selon Chine nouvelle, averti le chef de l'Etat au cours de son septième jour de campagne à Bugendana en province de Gitega (Centre du pays).Cependant, ce n'est pas la première fois qu'un tel ultimatum est lancé parce qu'il l'avait fait il y a une année et les gens en avaient remis volontairement quelques centaines de milliers. Entre-temps, les attaques à la grenade continuent à causer des dégâts importants dans ce petit pays de l'Afrique centrale qui peine encore de panser les plaies de plus de dix ans d'une guerre civile ayant provoqué la mort d'au moins 300.000 morts. Mais, dans un contexte des polémiques autour des fraudes électorales lors des élections communales, un simple ultimatum à l'endroit des lanceurs des grenades est loin d'apaiser les tensions et servir de solution de sortie de crise au Burundi…
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201006221025.html


Thousands attend Thai cremation of 'Red Shirt' general


PUBLICATION : Ottawa Citizen
DATE: 2010.06.22
BANGKOK - Thousands of Thai "Red Shirts" turned out Tuesday for the cremation of a rogue general killed during opposition protests, staging their biggest gathering since the army quashed their rally last month.Hundreds of police were deployed at the ceremony for Major General Khattiya Sawasdipol, an unofficial security adviser to the Red Shirts who was shot in the head while being interviewed by a foreign reporter at the protest site.Police estimated that more than 10,000 mourners flocked to the temple to pay their last respects, some wearing T-shirts bearing the image of the slain general, better known by his nom-de-guerre Seh Daeng, or "Commander Red".It remains unclear who killed Khattiya, who was shot on May 13 and died in hospital four days later. His supporters say he was targeted by a sniper, but the army has denied any involvement.Saowaros Songcharoen, a 58-year-old housewife from Ayutthaya province in central Thailand, said she could not forgive the government for the bloodshed."They have stamped on democracy," she said, proudly showing a picture of herself and the general. "If our generation cannot win, our children will carry on fighting."The Red Shirts were campaigning for elections they hoped would oust the government, which they view as undemocratic because it came to power with the backing of the army after a court ruling threw out the previous administration.Most of the Red Shirt leaders are in jail or wanted on terrorism charges for their roles in the two-month-long mass rally that ended with a deadly army crackdown on the demonstrators' encampment in central Bangkok on May 19...



http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/Thousands+attend+Thai+cremation+Shirt+general/3185532/story.html#ixzz0rbD0A6Qn
