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Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 --

À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci
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· Rwandan police arrest suspect in Rwisereka murder case
REPORTS – RAPPORTS

 Agents of Fear: The National Security Service in Sudan


PUBLICATION: Amnesty International
DATE: 2010.07.19
INFORMATION : http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/sudanese-security-service-carries-out-brutal-campaign-against-opponents-2010
Human rights violations, including secret detention and torture, have created a climate of fear in Sudan. Human rights defenders, political dissidents, students and members of ethnic minorities continue to be arbitrarily arrested and detained. Chief among the agents of government repression is the National Intelligence and Security Service (NISS), whose members have immunity from prosecution for all crimes committed in the course of their work. This report illustrates the human rights violations committed by the NISS in Sudan, and the extensive powers and immunities the NISS continues to enjoy under the 2010 National Security Act.


 "‘I Saw It with My Own Eyes’: Abuses by Security Forces in Tibet, 2008-2010


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch

DATE: 2010.07.21

INFORMATION: http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/07/19/china-witnesses-lift-veil-abuses-security-forces-tibet
Eyewitness accounts confirm that Chinese security forces used disproportionate force and acted with deliberate brutality during and after unprecedented Tibetan protests beginning on March 10, 2008, Human Rights Watch said in a new report released today. Many violations continue today, including disappearances, wrongful convictions and imprisonment, persecution of families, and the targeting of Tibetans suspected of sympathizing with the protest movement. The 73-page report, "‘I Saw It with My Own Eyes': Abuses by Security Forces in Tibet, 2008-2010," is based on more than 200 interviews with Tibetan refugees and visitors conducted immediately after they left China, as well as fresh, not previously reported, official Chinese sources. The report details, through eyewitness testimonies, a broad range of abuses committed by security forces both during and after protest incidents, including using disproportionate force in breaking up protests, proceeding to large-scale arbitrary arrests, brutalizing detainees, and torturing suspects in custody… 

 Southern Sudan at Odds With Itself: Dynamics of Conflict and Predicaments of Peace



PUBLICATION: Pact Sudan/London School of Economics
DATE: 2010.07.16
INFORMATION : http://www2.lse.ac.uk/businessAndConsultancy/LSEEnterprise/news/southernSudan.aspx 

Many supposed solutions to violence in Southern Sudan are in fact doing little to address causes of violence, says a London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) report published this week. The study finds that attempts by government and NGOs to bring peace and stability to the region are not yet providing a sustainable system of justice and economic development which its people crave. Sudan's civil war, which caused almost two million deaths and was fought between the north and the south, ended with a peace agreement in 2005. While the north-south peace deal has largely been upheld, tensions within the south have remained high and violent attacks on civilians in Southern Sudan have increased. With rule of law in its infancy, civilians are unprotected from crime and atrocities, and without a justice system, reprisal attacks maintain a cycle of violence. Instead, the team found that structural challenges are at the heart of local violence. Since the signing of the peace agreement, Southern Sudan has been in an interim period which will end in 2011 with a referendum to be held on whether the country will remain as part of Sudan or secede as a sovereign state. This transitory situation has led to a somewhat confused reconstruction effort in which development organisations and donors are dividing efforts between providing emergency aid and state building. Uncertainty about the future of Southern Sudan and the acute limitations in the World Bank's role has compounded the problem of implementing development programming. Many local people interviewed by the research team perceived the time since the signing of the peace agreement as one in which international assistance had largely been withdrawn. 

 Off the Streets: Arbitrary Detention and Other Abuses against Sex Workers in Cambodia


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch

DATE: 2010.07.19
INFORMATION : http://www.hrw.org/node/91737
The Cambodian government should act quickly to end violence against sex workers and permanently close the government centers where these workers have been unlawfully detained and abused, Human Rights Watch said in a new report released today. Human Rights Watch also urged the Cambodian government to suspend provisions in the 2008 Law on Suppression of Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation that facilitate police harassment and abuses. Human Rights Watch's 76-page report, "Off the Streets: Arbitrary Detention and Other Abuses against Sex Workers in Cambodia," is based on more than 90 interviews and group discussions with female and transgender sex workers in Phnom Penh, Battambang, Banteay Meanchey, and Siem Reap. It describes how sex workers face a wide range of abuses, including beatings, extortion, and rape at the hands of authorities, particularly in Phnom Penh.


 A Wasted Decade: Human Rights in Syria during Bashar al-Asad’s First Ten Years in Power


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.07.16
INFORMATION: http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/07/16/syria-al-asads-decade-power-marked-repression-0
President Bashar al-Asad has not delivered on his promises to increase public freedoms and improve his government's human rights record during a decade in power, Human Rights Watch said in a report released today on the eve of the anniversary of his accession to power. The 35-page report, "A Wasted Decade: Human Rights in Syria during Bashar al-Asad's First Ten Years in Power," reviews al-Asad's human rights record in five key areas: repression of political and human rights activism; restrictions on freedom of expression; torture; treatment of the Kurds; and Syria's legacy of enforced disappearances. The verdict is bleak.


 Deadly Movements: Transportation Controls in the Arms Trade Treaty


PUBLICATION: Amnesty International
DATE: 2010.07.19
INFORMATION: http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/states-failing-control-movement-weapons-human-rights-abusers-2010-07-19
States are failing to adequately control the transport of weapons around the world leading to serious human rights violations, Amnesty International said today. In a new report, the organization highlights how transport companies registered in China, France, the Russian Federation, the UK, and the USA – the five permanent members of the UN Security Council - are able to move conventional weapons and munitions to countries where they could be used to commit rights violations and war crimes. “Lax controls on arms shippers and flyers who increasingly move conventional arms around the world are not confined to jurisdictions with weak arms export and import laws,” said Brian Wood, Arms Control Manager for Amnesty International. “To save lives and protect human rights, the Arms Trade Treaty being negotiated at the UN must address the role of transporters and other intermediaries in arms supply chains, not just specify what states’ export and import licensing procedures should be.” The report, Deadly Movements: Arms Transportation Controls in the Arms Trade Treaty, was launched in New York as the first round of UN deliberations on the content of the proposed international Arms Trade Treaty resumed. It reveals how recent arms shipments by sea and air carried out around the world by transport companies registered in the five nations and ships registered in European states, pose a substantial risk of being used to facilitate serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law.
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan


Darfur rebels sign deal with the UN to protect children



PUBLICATION: CNN
DATE: 2010.07.22

A Sudanese rebel group has signed a deal allowing access to its bases to ensure children are not being used as soldiers and to protect them from sexual violence, the United Nations said. As part of the agreement Wednesday, the rebels pledged to release and hand over to the United Nations anyone under age 18 caught up in the Darfur conflict. The Justice and Equality Movement rebels also agreed to release children "not directly associated" with the group but used by others in the conflict. "It's taken more than two years to get here," said Nils Kastberg, Sudan representative for the United Nations Children's Fund, which signed the deal with the rebels. In the deal, rebels vowed to stop the recruitment and use of child soldiers, including in noncombatant or supportive roles, the United Nations said. They also plan to end their killing, maiming and sexual violence of children. Sudanese forces have clashed with the rebel group for years, most recently in May. The latest conflict was over a breach of a deal reached this year to cease hostilities, according to the United Nations. Kastberg said the deal makes it easier to deliver supplies to children, who join armed groups to get basics such as food and water. He hoped it would be an incentive for other rebels in the region to protect minors. "We gradually see that armed movements recognize that involving children has consequences ... [and that] there can't be impunity," Kastberg said. United Nations officials estimate that 300,000 people have died in the past seven years and more than 3 million displaced as a result of fighting between rebels and government forces. The Darfur conflict started when two rebel groups -- the Sudan Liberation Army and Justice and Equality Movement -- started attacking the government in 2003. The groups accused Khartoum of favoring Arabs and oppressing black Africans. Government forces have been backed by the Janjaweed, a militia accused of murdering, raping, and burning homes in Darfur. Darfur, a province of Sudan, has suffered the worst humanitarian crisis in the world, according to the United Nations.

 

http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/africa/07/22/sudan.rebels.children.deal/#fbid=B0Pq7BfCKoz

 Sudan ex-foes commit to peace for southern referendum


PUBLICATION: AFP
DATE: 2010.07.20

Former enemies from north and south Sudan committed themselves on Tuesday to work for "sustainable peace" during negotiations for a referendum on potential independence for the south. Top leaders signed a document of "guiding principles" for the negotiations, to ensure they are "informed by a shared belief in a prosperous future of all Sudanese people, rather than burdened by a difficult past." The National Congress Party (NCP) of Sudanese President Omar al-Beshir and the former rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation Movement (SPLM) which rules in the south, are negotiating on key outstanding issues for the referendum. These include wealth sharing of oil and other resources as well as questions of nationality and citizenship, should the south choose independence. "The parties recommit themselves to the holding of the referendum on self-determination for the people of Southern Sudan on the 9 January 2011, and to respect the choice of the people," the document read, signed in the southern capital Juba. South Sudan is still recovering from a 22-year civil war with the north during which about two million people were killed, in a conflict fuelled by religion, ethnicity, ideology and resources like oil. The referendum was set up under a 2005 peace deal, which promised the south the chance to choose independence or to remain within a united Sudan. Several analysts have warned of the risk of war if the negotiations stumble, with concern growing that sticking points can be resolved in time. However, Pagan Amum, who signed the document on behalf of the SPLM, said it would ensure negotiations worked towards creating a "permanent peace, and establish good relations between the south and the north." One of the NCP representatives, Mutif Siddiq, said the deal would "make the outcome of the referendum -- regardless of the vote -- a peaceful one.” The document was witnessed by former South African president Thabo Mbeki, who is mediating the discussions as part of an African Union panel. "This essentially marks the beginning of post-referendum negotiations, " said Mbeki, following the signing. "It indicates the commitment by all the negotiators to attend to all of these matters with necessary seriousness and the urgency that is required." Talks will resume on July 27, with separate groups focusing on four specific areas including economic and resource management, citizenship, security and international treaties, Mbeki said.

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gLOYK1eNX12uUg7x736LRBiuVucQ

Omar El-Béchir défie la CPI



PUBLICATION: Radio-Canada
DATE: 2010.07.22

Inculpé de crimes de guerre, de crimes contre l'humanité et de génocide au Darfour, et sous le coup d'un mandat d'arrêt lancé par la Cour pénale internationale (CPI), le président du Soudan, Omar El-Béchir, est arrivé mercredi au Tchad, pays ayant pourtant signé le traité de 2002 créant la CPI. Le président soudanais est au Tchad pour assister au sommet des chefs d'État de la Communauté des États sahélo-sahariens, qui s'est ouvert jeudi à N'Djamena. D'importantes personnalités politiques soudanaises ont accompagné M. El-Béchir pour ce voyage. Le Tchad serait donc tenu d'exécuter le mandat d'arrêt international lancé contre Omar El-Béchir par la cour de La Haye, mais N'Djamena s'est alignée sur la position de l'Union africaine (UA), qui a décidé de ne pas coopérer avec la CPI après l'émission en mars 2009 du premier mandat contre M. El-Béchir. Cette position est restée la même après le second mandat de la CPI, lancé ce mois-ci, pour génocide. « Ce n'est pas au Tchad qu'El-Béchir sera arrêté », a assuré le ministre tchadien de l'Intérieur, Ahmat Mahamat Bachir, martelant : « Le Tchad est un État souverain et indépendant. [...] Nous ne dépendons pas des injonctions des organisations internationales ». Après cinq ans de guerre par groupes rebelles interposés, le Tchad et le Soudan ont entrepris de normaliser leurs relations et ont signé mi-janvier à N'Djamena un accord assorti d'un « protocole de sécurisation des frontières ». Omar El-Béchir fait l'objet, depuis mars 2009, d'un mandat d'arrêt de la Cour pénale internationale. La CPI a délivré récemment un second mandat pour génocide. L'organisation de défense des droits de l'homme Human Rights Watch (HRW) a appelé mercredi le Tchad à refouler ou à arrêter M. El-Béchir, au risque de recevoir « une distinction honteuse [...] de premier pays membre de la CPI à héberger un criminel de guerre poursuivi par la cour ». 

http://www.radio-canada.ca/nouvelles/International/2010/07/21/006-Soudan-Bechir-CPI-Tchad.shtml
 


 Le Tchad et le Soudan main dans la main contre la CPI


PUBLICATION: Reuters

DATE: 2010.07.22

Le tapis rouge déroulé mercredi par le Tchad pour accueillir Omar Hassan al Bachir confirme la détente entamée entre N'Djamena et Khartoum, qui ont trouvé dans le mandat d'arrêt émis par la Cour pénale internationale à l'encontre du président soudanais un nouveau motif de rapprochement. Si elle assène un nouveau coup à la crédibilité de la CPI, la décision tchadienne de ne pas arrêter Bachir n'est pas pour autant propre à susciter la condamnation des autres pays africains, prêts à comprendre que, dans certaines situations, la sécurité doive prendre le pas sur le respect des droits de l'homme. "Il serait contre-productif de l'arrêter. La stabilité relative de la frontière pourrait en être menacée", estime Rolake Akinola, analyste chez Eurasia, évoquant le calme fragile qui règne depuis la trêve conclue en février après des années de combats indirects menés par les groupes rebelles. En se rendant pendant trois jours au Tchad pour assister à un sommet régional, Bachir a pris le risque de poser le pied sur le sol d'un pays membre de la CPI pour la première fois depuis l'émission d'un mandat d'arrêt pour génocide il y a trois mois.
Le président tchadien Idriss Déby a accueilli en personne et avec les honneurs son homologue soudanais à sa descente d'avion mercredi et son gouvernement a assuré que Bachir repartirait sain et sauf chez lui, contestant ainsi l'obligation d'arrêter un chef d'Etat en exercice. Soulignant l'amélioration des relations entre les deux pays, le Soudan a expulsé deux éminents chefs rebelles, Mahamat Nouti et Timan Erdimi, avant l'arrivée de Bachir…

http://www.lexpress.fr/actualites/2/le-tchad-et-le-soudan-main-dans-la-main-contre-la-cpi_908054.html 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


 ANALYSIS-U.S. shines glare on Congo's conflict minerals


PUBLICATION: Reuters Africa
DATE: 2010.07.21
A U.S. drive to clean up the trade in Congo's minerals puts the onus on industry and the central African country to step up efforts to regulate the sector or risk seeing it fall apart. Much of Congo's minerals, including gold, cassiterite and tantalum that end up in jewellery, laptops and cell phones, come from its troubled east, where conflict among government forces and rebel groups have displaced more than 1.4 million people. Campaign groups have for years argued the trade has fuelled the conflict. They cheered a bill passed by the U.S. Senate last week requiring U.S.-listed giants such as Hewlett-Packard and Apple to declare whether they source from Congo or its neighbours and to comply with future guidelines. Yet the impact of the legislation is far from clear and will depend partly on whether it is now followed up by complementary action from industry and Congolese authorities. "It's a high-risk gamble by the NGOs and legislators -- it may lead to a de facto embargo on formal trade if businesses decide to pull out of the region," said Nicholas Garrett, director of London-based Resource Consulting Services. "The consequence...will be that thousands of Congolese will be jobless and might most probably (be) joining the armed groups," warned John Kanyoni, head of the Association of Mineral Exporters in Congo's eastern North Kivu province. Such a reaction is out of the step with the government line in the capital Kinshasa, where Information Minister Lambert Mende called the bill a "noble initiative" in Congo's best interests and urged other countries to follow suit. Yet the challenge ahead should not be under-estimated…
http://af.reuters.com/article/metalsNews/idAFLDE66J1TE20100721


La France annule la dette du Congo

PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2010.07.20
La France a décidé d'annuler la totalité de la dette du Congo, soit 424 milliards de francs CFA (plus de 646 millions d'euros), selon un accord conclu lundi 19 juillet à Brazzaville. Cet accord fait suite à l'engagement pris le 18 mars par les Etats membres du Club de Paris, qui réunit les principaux pays industrialisés, d'annuler "le gros de la dette congolaise", après son accès au point d'achèvement de l'initiative "pays pauvres très endettés" (PPTE). Premier partenaire économique et financier du Congo, la France est le troisième pays à annuler la totalité des créances congolaises, après l'Italie et les Etats-Unis. "Depuis 2004, la France aura ainsi annulé près de 2,5 milliards d'euros des dettes congolaises, soit près des deux tiers du montant dû par le Congo aux vingt pays du Club de Paris", a souligné l'ambassade de France. "Ce nouvel accord de dette permettra de financer des projets liés aux infrastructures d'eau, d'assainissement et de transport, de l'éducation et de la formation professionnelle, de la protection de l'environnement et de la santé", a expliqué l'ambassadeur de France à Brazzaville, Jean-François Valette, qui a paraphé l'accord avec le ministre des finances congolais, Gilbert Ondongo. Dépendant essentiellement du pétrole, le Congo, avec ses 3,6 millions d'habitants, était considéré jusqu'à récemment comme un des pays les plus endettés au monde par tête d'habitant. La dette extérieure publique totale de ce pays d'Afrique centrale s'élevait à 5,6 milliards de dollars fin 2008.

http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2010/07/20/la-france-annule-la-dette-du-congo_1390041_3212.html
 


RDCongo: 60.000 déplacés à la suite de combats contre des rebelles



PUBLICATION: AFP 
DATE: 2010.07.19
Le nombre de déplacés qui fuient des combats entre l'armée congolaise et des rebelles ougandais dans l'est de la RD Congo est passé d'environ 40.000 à 60.000 ce week-end, a indiqué lundi le Bureau de la coordination des affaires humanitaires de l'ONU (Ocha). "Nous sommes passés à 60.000 personnes. Il y a au moins 55.500 (déplacés) à Oïcha, 2.600 à Mbau et 1.050 à Mbahuli", trois localités du nord de la province du Nord-Kivu, a déclaré à l'AFP une porte-parole de Ocha, Stefania Trassari. "Les déplacés ont besoin de nourriture, d'abris, de médicaments", a-t-elle ajouté, précisant que "les agences humanitaires sont en train d'organiser une réponse pour pouvoir venir en aide à ces gens". Vendredi, le HCR avait estimé à 37.000 le nombre de personnes déplacées dans cette région, située non loin de la frontière ougandaise, où les Forces armées de la RDC (FARDC) ont lancé depuis fin juin une offensive contre les rebelles de l'armée de libération de l'Ouganda (ADF/NALU), inopérante jusqu'à ces dernières semaines. Un porte-parole des FARDC avait également confirmé à l'AFP la poursuite des opérations militaires vers les massifs du Ruwenzori, qui s'étendent de part et d'autre de la frontière RDC/Ouganda, et où les rebelles se seraient retranchés…

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gq7U3aIXqlKnZ58YsFtw-tjsOiPw

 Huge DR Congo gold mine to open, displacing 15,000


PUBLICATION: BBC News Africa
DATE: 2010.07.22
Mining firm Randgold Resources says it is to begin mining Africa's largest undeveloped gold deposit - in eastern DR Congo. The mine will require the re-location of 15,000 people, but Randgold says the project has the support of the government and the local community. The mine is thought to have a reserve of about 320 tonnes of gold, it says. It is as big as any of the current mines in South Africa, one of the world's biggest gold producers.The Democratic Republic of Congo has massive mineral resources but most of its people live in poverty. The battle to control mines has been a major factor in the conflict which has raged in eastern DR Congo for at least 16 years. Randgold, listed on the London Stock Exchange, says it will begin developing the mine from the middle of 2011. The Kibali gold project is located in a remote corner of DR Congo, close to the Ugandan border. To develop it, Randgold has had to build a 180km (112-mile) road eastwards to Uganda. The region is near an area where Ugandan rebel group the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) has operated, but the company says the local police and security forces have ensured the project can go ahead…
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-10728503
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

 Deadly attacks on Rwandan opposition spark warning by UN


PUBLICATION: The Guardian
DATE: 2010.07.18
The United Nations has demanded a full investigation into allegations of politically motivated killings of opposition figures in Rwanda in the run-up to the country's election next month. The UN secretary-general, Ban Ki-moon demanded the inquiry in a meeting with Rwanda's president, Paul Kagame, after a series of attacks on figures unpopular with the regime in Rwanda and in several other African states. Last week a senior opposition figure was beheaded near the southern Rwandan city of Butare, while a lawyer who had participated in genocide trials at a UN tribunal was shot dead in Dar es Salaam. Last week's killings come hard on the heels of the attempted murder in Pretoria, South Africa, of a former senior Rwandan general who had fallen out with Kagame, and the murder in the Rwandan capital, Kigali, of a journalist investigating that shooting. Two opposition newspapers in Rwanda have been banned from publishing, while opposition politicians and human rights organisations have been harassed by the authorities. A spokesman for Ban said: "The secretary-general … noted the upcoming elections in Rwanda and expressed concern about recent incidents causing political tensions. He stressed the need to uphold human rights. The secretary-general encouraged the Rwandan authorities to take immediate action, including a thorough investigation into the latest incidents, and to bring the perpetrators to justice."

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/18/attacks-rwandan-opposition-un-warning

OSCE agrees on police mission to Kyrgyzstan


PUBLICATION: AFP
DATE: 2010.07.22
The OSCE, the transatlantic security group, agreed Thursday on the deployment of an international police mission to Kyrgyzstan following last month's deadly ethnic clashes.

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe said in a statement that its decision-making Permanent Council had decided to send a "police advisory group" comprising 52 international police officers to Kyrgyzstan. The officers would "monitor and advise counterparts in the Kyrgyz police force, with a focus on southern Kyrgyzstan. They will be unarmed and have no executive police powers," the Vienna-based OSCE statement said. Last week, the OSCE's 56 member states had discussed sending an international police force to calm inter-ethnic tensions in the central Asia state, responding to a request from Kyrgyzstan's President Roza Otunbayeva, but failed to name a date. Kazakhstan currently holds the OSCE chairmanship and its ambassador Kairat Abdrakhmanov welcomed the latest decision. It would "enhance the OSCE's continuing work with Kyrgyzstan to resolve the current crisis, prevent the spillover of tensions in the region and promote post conflict rehabilitation," Abdrakhmanov said. The police advisory group would initially be deployed for a period of four months, but the mission could be extended with the agreement of Kyrgyzstan and the OSCE permanent council, the statement said. All 56 member states could nominate candidates for the group. The decision comes just over a month after Kyrgyzstan was shattered by the worst ethnic violence in Central Asia since the fall of the Soviet Union…

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hbOVt2PqZjGGHG8rNtnAluozRl4g

 Former Sri Lanka rebels ‘abused in detention’

PUBLICATION: BBC News
DATE: 2010.07.15

Former Tamil Tiger rebels detained in Sri Lanka say they have been ill-treated in government camps with no basic facilities. In letters and phone calls to BBC Tamil, ex-militants say they have been "tortured and beaten" in the centres. They accuse camp guards of being corrupt and demanding bribes before releasing detainees. The government says all those being held in custody following the end of the war are being well cared for. It has consistently refused to allow any kind of independent investigation into allegations of human rights abuses in the final weeks leading up to the end of the war in May 2009. Recently President Mahinda Rajapaksa said that "not even a single civilian was killed" during the conflict. But human rights groups say thousands were killed or injured towards the end of the fighting and in the war's immediate aftermath. "Military officers often call us dogs - even if we don't shave for a day we are beaten up badly," said one of the letters, which was written by a detainee being held at a Tamil school in Vavuniya."The detainees are forced to bear the expenses for electricity and cleaning charges," continued the letter. "If we say we don't have money, they threaten to transfer us to the notorious Boossa prison." Another letter said: "We don't know whether we will be released or... shot." The claims - mostly made in letters to BBC Tamil but sometimes in telephone interviews - are difficult to verify as there is no direct access to the camps. It is estimated that some 10,000 Tamil Tigers either surrendered or were captured at the end of the war; many of them remain confined…

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south+asia-10647108

 Tricked, Rwandan Refugees Are Driven Home, U.N. Says


PUBLICATION: New York Times
DATE: 2010.07.16
About 1,700 Rwandans seeking asylum have been herded onto trucks at gunpoint and driven across the border to Rwanda in what the United Nations has called an illegal operation to repatriate refugees. According to human rights groups and the United Nations, the Ugandan police entered a refugee camp on Wednesday morning in southern Uganda and lured asylum seekers with promises of food, before surrounding them and forcing them onto trucks back to Rwanda. At least two refugees jumped out of trucks to their deaths, many more were injured and local news reports said some had been shot. The United Nations on Friday condemned the operations, saying in a statement that it “deplores” the “forced returns.” While many of the refugees who were forcibly repatriated had been initially refused asylum by the Ugandan government, United Nations officials said many of them were in the middle of the asylum process and should not have been sent back. “Our biggest worry is that amongst those rounded up are genuine refugees,” said Kai Nielsen, a representative for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. “In the process, families were separated.” According to Mr. Nielsen, authorities at the Nakivale refugee camp, where nearly 10,000 refugees from Rwanda live, told asylum seekers to assemble at certain places to receive free food. When the refugees realized they had been tricked, Mr. Nielsen said, they began to panic. Ugandan police officers fired their weapons into the air. At least 25 people were injured trying to escape, and families became separated, leaving small children alone without their parents…

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/17/world/africa/17uganda.html?_r=1

Presidential Guards in Somalia Defect to Insurgents 


PUBLICATION: New York Times
DATE: 2010.07.22

Somali officials acknowledged on Thursday that several members of Somalia’s presidential guard had defected to the Shabab, the radical Islamist insurgent group that claimed responsibility for the recent bombings in Uganda that killed more than 70 people watching the final game of the World Cup. The defections of some of the president’s best-trained men is the latest setback for Somalia’s beleaguered transitional government, which has lost important pieces of territory in the past few days. Insurgents are now 300 yards — a rifle shot away — from the presidential palace. The Shabab gleefully introduced three former members of the presidential guard at a news conference in the Somali capital, Mogadishu, on Wednesday. The soldiers said they quit working for the government because it was being protected by African Union peacekeepers, who they said were killing Somali civilians with indiscriminate shelling. More than 6,000 African Union peacekeepers are in Mogadishu to help protect the government and stabilize the country, but they are coming under intensifying criticism for firing mortars and heavy guns into crowded neighborhoods. African Union officials have said that they are only responding to enemy fire and that they try to avoid civilian casualties. But the Shabab are steadily exploiting the issue of heavy shelling in an attempt to turn the Somali public against the peacekeepers, who are from Uganda and Burundi (two mainly Christian countries, in contrast to Somalia, which is nearly all Muslim)…
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/23/world/africa/23somalia.html?ref=africa


Rwandan police arrest suspect in Rwisereka murder case
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Police in Rwanda investigating the murder of opposition politician Andre Kagwa Rwisereka have arrested a man. The suspect had been a business partner of the dead man, a police spokesman said. He had been seen with Mr Rwisereka in a bar on Monday night, he added. The body of the deputy leader of the Democratic Green Party was found dumped by a river near the southern town of Butare on Wednesday. Green Party chairman Frank Habineza called on the Rwandan government to use all means possible to find out the cause of his death. The party has been unable to register for presidential elections next month. Human rights groups have accused the government of clamping down on the opposition before the vote. Last month, former Rwandan army chief Lt Gen Faustin Kayumba Nyamwasa, who had fallen out with President Paul Kagame, was shot in South Africa. His family have said it was an assassination attempt - allegations which have been denied by the Rwandan government.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-10658584
