News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Africa’s New Frontier: Innovation. Technology. Prosperity./
La nouvelle frontière de l'Afrique : Innovation. Technologie. Prospérité.

· The World in 2015: Implications for Canada
REPORTS – RAPPORTS 

· Digging In: Recent Developments on Conflict Minerals
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Sudan: Major U.S. Company Divests Over Rights Violations
· Première exportation d'éthanol pour le Soudan
· UN envoy urges Sudan to work for stability, security in 2010
· Le Canada condamne la violence récente au Darfour

· Parliament passes disputed referendum law for south Sudan after 2 years of controversy 

Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· La présence de la MONUC rétablit la confiance dans les zones vulnérables 
· Congo-Kinshasa: Alarm As Villagers Form 'Militia' Groups
· CONGO: Inquiétude des acteurs anti-sida au Congo face aux violences en RDC 
· DR Congo: UN rushes food to thousands displaced by ethnic fighting
· Le Gouvernement rwandais demande aux parents d’empêcher leurs enfants de participer aux conflits

Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Uganda: LRA Weapons Destroyed in Gulu
· Soixante-seize journalistes tués en 2009
· Lasting peace in Sri Lanka depends on capacity for accommodation
· Le sort de Mouktar Diallo, défenseur des droits de l'homme incarcéré, illustre l'arbitraire en Guinée
· Iran broadens crackdown with new arrests
· There is still time to foil Iran's bomb plot: the world must unite against it becoming a nuclear-capable country, says William Hague
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

Mission Possible: Darfur


DATE: 2010.01.13

TIME/HEURE: 5:30-8:30pm
LOCATION/LIEU: Lone Star Restaurant, 4048 Carling Avenue in Kanata
INFORMATION & REGISTRATION: missionpossibledarfur@gmail.com 

More than 300,000 people have died in Darfur, and 3 million more have been displaced, leaving what the United Nations considers “the worst humanitarian crisis in the world today.”  A.Y. Jackson Secondary School Business teacher Cathy Belanger, says her Grade 12 International Business students hope to raise awareness and resources for displaced Darfuri children and their families. The students have planned a showcase event they have entitled Mission Possible: Darfur. All proceeds will be going to field projects in Darfur via the UN Refugee agency (UNHCR).  Ms. Belanger says the students have essentially developed a run of play organizational plan, similar to what professional fundraisers use. They have booked the restaurant, created a marketing plan that includes promoting the event, and asked local businesses for donations that will be used for a silent auction. She added that they have been working diligently to ensure the event is a success. Ms. Belanger said, “It is very empowering for students to realize young people can and do get things done in their local and global communities.”  Mission Possible: Darfur is taking place on Wednesday, January 13, 2010, at Lone Star Restaurant, 4048 Carling Avenue in Kanata.  It is anticipated that 60 to 80 guests will attend. The dinner runs from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. and will include guest speaker Alew Damiano Bwolo.  He is from Sudan and now works with the Catholic Immigration Centre helping newly arrived immigrants. Other special guests already confirmed are City Councillor Peggy Feltmate, business leaders, parents, and other community members.The students are doing this as part of a global leadership project. Ms. Belanger said they had to select an issue and decide the best way to create awareness and inform people how to help. Tickets are $25 in advance and can be purchased by calling the school at 613-836-2527 or email with contact information at missionpossibledarfur@gmail.com. Cash and cheques can be made payable to A.Y. Jackson Secondary School.


Africa’s New Frontier: Innovation. Technology. Prosperity.

La nouvelle frontière de l'Afrique : Innovation. Technologie. Prospérité.



DATE: 2010.02.04-5 

LOCATION/LIEU: Fairmont Château Laurier Hotel

1 Rideau St., Ottawa, Canada

INFORMATION:  www.idrc.ca/AfricaNewFrontier

In the 21st century, Africa is emerging as a dynamic and innovative continent. This new Africa boasts a reservoir of young talent, a growing market for cutting-edge technologies, and a source of fresh ideas. New technologies allow entrepreneurs, educators, and health specialists to overcome the old barriers of distance and borders. Citizens and journalists are using innovative tools to hold their public officials accountable. And new practices are resulting in growing agricultural exports and greater food security on the continent. Despite its well-publicized challenges, Africa is a continent of exciting possibilities. This conference aims to enrich our conversation about Africa, highlighting good news stories from Africa, and drawing on lessons learned, projecting trends, and focusing on the many ways in which Canada-Africa relations support innovation on the continent. 


The World in 2015: Implications for Canada


DATE: 2010.01.21-22

LOCATION/LIEU: The Crowne Plaza Hotel, 101 Lyon Street, Ottawa, Ontario

INFORMATION & REGISTRATION: http://www.canadianinternationalcouncil.org/ottawa

This 2-day interactive conference will look at the principal issues, players, crisis generators and governance in five years time.  Speakers from Canada and abroad are being invited to provide a fresh perspective and consider what it all means for Canada and Canadian policies. Discussion will draw, among other sources, upon the results of four preparatory seminars engaging specialists from government, the private sector and academia which addressed such issues as the changing world order, global security and strategies for intervention, global financial reform and economic growth and development in Africa.
REPORTS – RAPPORTS 


Digging In: Recent Developments on Conflict Minerals

PUBLICATION: Enough
DATE: 2010.01.05 

INFORMATION: http://www.enoughproject.org/publications/digging-in-conflict-minerals
The Democratic Republic of the Congo's mineral wealth continues to play a central role in the country’s conflict dynamics. Despite the upsurge in displacement and atrocities during 2009, multinational companies continue to purchase minerals from the war zone, providing crucial fuel for the violence, notes the latest strategy paper from Enough, the anti-genocide project at the Center for American Progress. "Digging In: Recent Developments on Conflict Minerals," details the continuing links between the minerals trade and ongoing violence in eastern Congo. "Finally breaking the cycle of mineral-fueled violence in eastern Congo will require a coalition of private and public actors ranging from the largest of multinational electronics and jewelry companies all the way to the most knowledgeable and dedicated Congolese civil society voices," says research associate David Sullivan, the paper's co-author, who recently returned from a trip to Congo. "The pursuit of mineral resources by armed groups on all sides of the conflict accelerated during 2009," argues co-author Noel Atama, Enough's Congo-based field researcher. "But unprecedented levels of international attention, including legislation pending in the United States, has also upped the pressure to clean up the trade, spurring action from the Congolese government and the private sector."

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan


Sudan: Major U.S. Company Divests Over Rights Violations

PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
  

DATE: 2010.01.5

A major American financial services company, TIAA-CREF, has divested from four Asian energy companies doing business with the Sudanese government due to concerns about human rights violations in the country.The move comes after failed talks with the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) of Delhi, an Indian public sector enterprise, and three Chinese companies, PetroChina Co Ltd, CNPC Hong Kong and Sinopec, about their Sudanese operations, according to a TIAA-CREF statement issued in New York on Monday. "Our decision to sell shares in these companies culminated a three-year effort to encourage them to end their ties to Sudan or attempt to end suffering there," said Roger W. Ferguson, Jr., TIAA-CREF's chief executive. However, TIAFF-CREF is retaining investments in a Malaysian government-owned company, PETRONAS. Ferguson said the company "has acknowledged our concerns and engaged in dialogue about how it might address them." American activists have campaigned in recent years for a number of major U.S. investment companies to divest from companies doing business in Sudan. The Save Darfur Coalition alleges that up to 70 percent of the country's oil revenue is channeled to the military forces responsible for human rights violations in Darfur. Conflict in Darfur led to the International Criminal Court (ICC) charging Sudan's President Omar Hassan al-Bashi with war crimes and crimes against humanity in March 2009. According to the ICC's website "this is the first ever warrant of arrest ever issued for a sitting Head of State by the ICC."
http://allafrica.com/stories/201001050709.html


Première exportation d'éthanol pour le Soudan

PUBLICATION: Le Devoir
DATE: 2009.12.29

Khartoum - Le Soudan, qui ambitionne de devenir le leader africain de l'éthanol, a pour la première fois exporté du biocarburant, une cargaison destinée à l'Union européenne (UE), a indiqué lundi à l'AFP un responsable du groupe sucrier Kenana, qui produit l'éthanol soudanais. «La première cargaison de cinq millions de litres d'éthanol a été exportée dimanche. Elle est partie en direction de Rotterdam et est destinée à l'Union européenne», a déclaré Majdi Hassan, le directeur des ventes du groupe. Quatre autres cargaisons, de 5 millions de litres chacune, doivent encore partir pour l'UE d'ici la fin février, a-t-il précisé. La première cargaison est d'une valeur de 3,3 millions de dollars américains, soit 660 $ le mètre cube, selon M. Hassan. Ce prix devrait toutefois varier pour les cargaisons restantes. «Cela dépendra du marché», a-t-il précisé. Actuellement, le groupe Kenana a une capacité de 65 millions de litres par an, qu'il envisage de porter à 200 millions de litres par an d'ici trois ans, selon M. Hassan. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091229/le/0912290Y.htm


UN envoy urges Sudan to work for stability, security in 2010

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre

DATE: 2009.12.9

The top United Nations official in Sudan has called on all the people of the fractured African country to pull together towards a more peaceful 2010, the last full year of the accord which ended more than two decades of one of the continent's bloodiest civil wars. Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, the Secretary-General's Special Representative to Sudan, said that next year will be a crucial time for the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), signed in 2005 by the two sides of the north-south conflict. “As far as possible, each and every Sudanese will need to make every effort, both individually and collectively, to contribute to the success of the CPA, which will be measured, above all, by the extent to which it brings about, consolidates and sustains peace,” said Mr. Qazi. Key milestones for the CPA are next year's national elections, the first multi-party democratic ballot for decades and a 2011 referendum that could result in the secession of southern Sudan. “The political leadership will have a special and historical responsibility towards the Sudanese people and the welfare and quality of life for coming generations,” said Mr. Qazi in his New Year's message. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33394&Cr=unmis&Cr1=


Le Canada condamne la violence récente au Darfour



PUBLICATION: MAECI  

DATE: 2009.12.12

Le ministre des Affaires étrangères, l’honorable Lawrence Cannon, a fait aujourd’hui la déclaration suivante au sujet du meurtre de cinq Casques bleus rwandais et de l’assassinat d’un membre du Parlement, lors de trois attaques séparées dans la région du Darfour, au Soudan : « Le Canada condamne vigoureusement les meurtres récents de cinq Casques bleus rwandais, qui étaient au service de la Mission des Nations Unies et de l’Union africaine au Darfour (MINUAD), ainsi que l’assassinat d’un député du Congrès national, le parti qui détient le pouvoir au Soudan. Nous offrons nos plus sincères condoléances aux familles et aux amis des victimes. « De tels actes de violence, qui ciblent les Casques bleus, les travailleurs humanitaires et les civils, sont inacceptables. Le Canada exhorte le gouvernement du Soudan à exercer tout son pouvoir pour que les auteurs de ces crimes soient rapidement identifiés et traduits en justice. « Le Canada demande la cessation immédiate des hostilités et démontre fortement son appui au médiateur en chef conjoint ONU‑Union africaine pour le Darfour, M. Djibrill Ypènè Bassolé, dans ses efforts pour aider les parties à trouver une solution au conflit qui fait rage au Darfour et partout au Soudan. » Le Canada demeure l’un des pays qui jouent un rôle de premier plan au Soudan, ayant contribué plus de 674 millions de dollars depuis 2006 au soutien des efforts pour y instaurer la paix, la sécurité et la justice. Pour de plus amples renseignements sur la participation du Canada au Soudan, prière de consulter Le Canada à l’œuvre au Soudan.

http://www.international.gc.ca/media/aff/news-communiques/2009/382.aspx?lang=fra


Parliament passes disputed referendum law for south Sudan after 2 years of controversy

PUBLICATION: CPW  

DATE: 2009.12.29
KHARTOUM, Sudan _ A southern Sudanese official says parliament unanimously approved a law for a referendum on whether south Sudan can become independent. The law's passage on Tuesday capped two years of disagreement over the legislation. Pagan Amum of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement says the law's approval will avert Sudan from slipping back to the bitter north-south civil war of 21 years. That war ended with a 2005 peace deal that created a temporary unity government and called for a 2011 referendum on southern independence. Southerners said the ruling northern party had tried to change the law in a way that could have tempered the results of the referendum. Observers believe most southerners want independence. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091230/cpw/091230BN.htm
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


La présence de la MONUC rétablit la confiance dans les zones vulnérables 

PUBLICATION: MONUC 

DATE: 2009.12.28

Les patrouilles de grande envergure organisées par la MONUC dans quelques territoires les plus vulnérables des provinces de l’Equateur et Orientale et des Kivu pendant les fêtes de Noël seront prolongées jusqu’au nouvel an. La MONUC a renforcé sa présence suite aux craintes exprimées par chacune de ces provinces que des rassemblements publiques dans des églises et ailleurs pourraient constituer des cibles faciles pour l’Armée de résistance du seigneur (LRA) dans la province Orientale, les Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda (FDLR) dans les deux provinces du Kivu et les rebelles dans la province de l’Equateur. La situation dans les territoires sous patrouilles mixtes MONUC/Forces de Sécurité congolaises demeure généralement calme. La MONUC a intensifié ses patrouilles nocturnes dans la ville de Dungu, en province Orientale où il a été conseillé à la population locale de limiter ses mouvements au-delà de 22 heures. La présence des troupes de la MONUC et des Forces armées de la République Démocratique du Congo (FARDC) a également été renforcée à Niangara, Duru, Ngilima, Kiliwa et Bitima. Aucune exaction de la part de la LRA n’a été signalée depuis que les patrouilles ont été intensifiées.
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1069&ctl=Details&mid=1143&ItemID=7066


Congo-Kinshasa: Alarm As Villagers Form 'Militia' Groups

PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 1010.01.03
Nairobi — United Nations human rights teams are warning of increased weapon trafficking in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo as armed villagers form units in response to killings, rapes and kidnappings carried out by the Lord's Resistance Army. In a report released last week, the UN investigators say an estimated 1,800 villagers have joined these units. Noting a consequent rise in illicit import of small arms and weapons, the report urges "particular emphasis be placed on preventing self-defence groups from transforming into militias." The situation on the ground has given victims an impression of general neglect and indifference by the international community and DRC governmental authorities. This is what has fuelled the emergence of the self-defence groups, the UN Joint Human Rights Office says. The report calls on the international community to reinforce the 19,000-strong UN military mission in eastern Congo, known as Monuc, "to enable it to more effectively fulfil its mandate to protect civilians, to support security reforms and to restore state authority in the DRC." It specifically criticises a joint operation known as 'Lightning Thunder' that was launched a year ago by forces from the DRC, Uganda and Sudan, with technical support from the United States' Africa Command (Africom). "The offensive never consulted with partners on the ground on the requirements of civilian protection," notes the UN.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201001040765.html


CONGO: Inquiétude des acteurs anti-sida au Congo face aux violences en RDC 

PUBLICATION: IRIN

DATE: 2009.12.29

L’arrivée massive de réfugiés fuyant des violences en République démocratique du Congo (RDC) voisine inquiète les acteurs de la lutte contre le sida de la Likouala, région du nord Congo qui affichait jusqu’à il y peu la prévalence du VIH la plus basse du pays mais commence à payer le prix des violences armées récurrentes que connaît cette zone depuis plusieurs années. Les affrontements intercommunautaires des dernières semaines dans la région de l’Equateur en RDC ont forcé des dizaines de milliers de personnes, en majorité des femmes et des enfants, à partir. Selon les agences humanitaires, ils seraient quelque 70 000 à avoir fui depuis fin octobre ces affrontements entre deux ethnies qui se disputent les droits sur les terres cultivables et les étangs de pêche dans la province de l’Equateur. La majorité de ces populations déplacées a franchi le fleuve Oubangui, qui marque la frontière entre les deux Congo, pour aller se réfugier dans la région de la Likouala. Près de trois quarts des réfugiés sont des femmes, selon les statistiques des agences humanitaires. Bon nombre d’entre elles sont arrivées seules et sans rien, après avoir dû fuir en catastrophe, laissant leurs époux et parfois même leurs enfants, ainsi que tous leurs biens matériels. Une situation qui inquiète les acteurs de la lutte contre le sida. 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=87593


DR Congo: UN rushes food to thousands displaced by ethnic fighting

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre

DATE: 2009.12.31
The United Nations is rushing food to thousands of displaced Congolese in northwest Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where tribal clashes have driven 130,000 people from their homes. “Because of ongoing clashes in the area where these people live, it has been difficult to get food assistance to those who need it most,” UN World Food Programme (WFP) Country Director Abdou Dieng said, noting that the food distributions would be widened if security conditions improved. Convoys carrying 50 metric tons of food escorted by peacekeepers from the UN mission in DRC (MONUC) left Gemena in Equateur Province yesterday for the two distribution sites in Bozene and Boyazala, where more than 6,000 displaced people will receive month-long rations of maize, beans, vegetable oil and salt, to be distributed by AVEP, a Congolese non-governmental organization (NGO). According to the Congolese Government, 270 people were killed when inter-ethnic clashes between the Enyele and Munzaya tribes first erupted in a dispute over access to fishing ponds in the Dongo area in November. More than 130,000 people have been displaced since then, over 84,000 of them fleeing across the Oubangui river into the neighbouring Republic of Congo where they started receiving WFP food aid at the end of November. Within DRC, the UN has estimated that some 40,000 people have been displaced internally, but the figure might now be higher. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33392&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo


Le Gouvernement rwandais demande aux parents d’empêcher leurs enfants de participer aux conflits



PUBLICATION: MONUC

DATE: 2010.01.05

Kinshasa, le 30 décembre 2009 - Le Gouvernement rwandais a demandé aux parents de ne pas laisser leurs enfants participer aux conflits armés opposant, à l’est de la RDC, les dissidents de la Force de Libération du Rwanda (FDLR) et l’Armée congolaise (FARDC) appuyée par ses alliés. Cet appel a été relayé par le président de la Commission de Réintégration et Démobilisation du Rwanda (RDRC), au cours d’une manifestation marquant la 34ème phase de la cérémonie de collation des ex-combattants FDLR du camp de démobilisation de Mutobo. M. Jean Sayinzoga a qualifié de mauvais précédent une situation où les parents autoriseraient leurs enfants de traverser la frontière rwandaise pour commettre des actes de violence dans le territoire congolais voisin. Ces commentaires font suite aux rapports ayant révélé que 12 des ex-combattants qui ont reçus leurs certificats au camp de démobilisation de Mutobo étaient des enfants soldats qui auraient traversé la frontière rwandaise pour la République Démocratique du Congo. Au cours de la cérémonie de collation, 362 ex-combattants FDLR ont reçu leurs diplômes dans diverses disciplines dont la gestion et l’alphabétisation. Par le biais de leur représentant, les ex-combattants ont remercié la MONUC et tous ceux qui ont facilité leur retour au Rwanda en toute sécurité, et souligné que leur retour a été influencé par les opérations militaires actuelles à l’est de la RDC. 
http://monuc.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1069&ctl=Details&mid=1143&ItemID=7079
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

Uganda: LRA Weapons Destroyed in Gulu


PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2010.01.04
Kampala — THE army and the Police have destroyed 7,127 bombs and rusty weapons abandoned by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in the return villages in Gulu and Kitgum districts. Northern Uganda army spokesman Capt. Ronald Kakurungu told a press conference on Friday that military hardware was also recovered in Amuru and Pader districts last year. The ammunition included 23 landmines, 277 grenades, 154 rocket propelled grenades, 471 mortars, 6,171 guns and 10 bombs. "We must make resettlement conducive by removing all the remaining war materials," Kakurungu noted. He said most of the items were recovered in Agoro and Ngomoromo village in Kitgum near the border with Sudan. Kakurungu also assured the people trying to resettle in their villages that no landmines were found in Kitgum district. "People returning to their villages have been concerned about the presence of landmines and other unexploded ordinances, saying most of the areas were battlefields and not safe for settlements," Kakurungu noted. He added that the army and local leaders have encouraged former displaced people to resettle in their villages through confidence building. "About 82% of former internally displaced people in this region have returned to their villages," Kakurungu stated. He said soldiers have received training in human and child rights protection.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201001050218.html

 Soixante-seize journalistes tués en 2009


PUBLICATION: La Voix de l'Est
DATE: 2009.12.31
Soixante-seize journalistes ont été tués au cours de l'année écoulée, contre 60 en 2008 (+27%), selon les chiffres de 2009 publiés hier par Reporters sans frontières (RSF). Ce bilan reste cependant en deçà des 86 tués de 2007, année la plus meurtrière de la décennie. Les guerres et les élections contestées sont les "sujets les plus dangereux pour les journalistes", souligne RSF dans son communiqué. L'année 2009 a été marquée par "le plus grand massacre de journalistes commis en une seule journée, celui de 30 professionnels des médias par la milice privée d'un gouverneur du sud des Philippines", rappelle l'organisation. Ils couvraient sur l'île de Mindanao la tentative d'un opposant au potentat local de s'inscrire comme candidat aux élections régionales de 2010. RSF déplore également "une vague d'arrestations et de condamnations sans précédent de journalistes et blogueurs en Iran après la réélection contestée du président Mahmoud Ahmadinejad", en juin. Outre les 76 journalistes tués, RSF a recensé 33 journalistes enlevés en 2009 (la majorité en Afghanistan, au Mexique et en Somalie), 573 journalistes arrêtés (essentiellement au Moyen-Orient) et 1456 autres agressés ou menacés (contre 929 en 2008). 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091231/ve/09123112.htm

 Lasting peace in Sri Lanka depends on capacity for accommodation


PUBLICATION: Cape Breton Post
DATE: 2009.12.29
First, the good news. Sri Lanka's government, whose 26-year war against the separatist Tamil Tigers ended in total victory last May, is keeping its promise to let all of the 300,000 Tamil civilians who were captured in the final battle go home again. Not only that, but it is going to hold a free election next month - so free that the ruling party might even lose it. The bad news is that it does not much matter who wins that election. Both the incumbent and the challenger are committed Sinhalese nationalists whose policies towards the Tamil minority militate against any reconciliation between the two groups. Tamils are less than a fifth of the population, so if tough treatment is enough to keep them quiet, then Sri Lanka faces a peaceful future. But repression has not worked in the past. It's easy to understand why the government headed by President Mahinda Rajapaksa and his brother, Defence Minister Gotabaya Rajapkasa, insisted on a decisive victory over the Tamil Tigers, whose insurgency had caused 70,000 deaths over the years. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091229/pb/0912290R.htm

 Le sort de Mouktar Diallo, défenseur des droits de l'homme incarcéré, illustre l'arbitraire en Guinée


PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2009.12.31
Les étages supérieurs du " PM3 " émergent au-dessus du mur d'enceinte de la caserne de la gendarmerie d'apparence anodine en plein coeur de Conakry. " C'est dans les sous-sols que ça se passe. La nuit, il n'est pas rare d'entendre des pleurs, des cris ", nous confie un voisin du PM3, un centre de détention extrajudiciaire. De la fenêtre, on assiste au ballet des hommes en treillis et des 4 x 4 couvrant le bruit des vagues de l'océan qui viennent mourir sur les plages jonchées d'ordures de la corniche sud de cette capitale-presqu'île. Mouktar Diallo, 58 ans, membre de l'Observatoire national des droits de l'homme (ONDH), arrêté fin novembre, a sans doute échappé aux sinistres sous-sols du PM3. Mais cet homme souffrant de diabète et d'hypertension croupit depuis la mi-décembre dans une cellule, sans inculpation, ni avocat. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091231/lm/0912310M.htm


Iran broadens crackdown with new arrests

PUBLICATION: New Brunswick Telegraph-Journal
DATE: 2009.12.30
Iranian security forces have limited the movements of a leading opposition figure by refusing to protect him when he leaves his home, his son said Tuesday as authorities broadened their crackdown with a new wave of arrests that included the sister of Nobel peace laureate Shirin Ebadi. Iran's worst internal violence in the three decades has grown increasingly violent and bitter in the wake of clashes Sunday that left at least eight people dead. Security forces also arrested a relative of opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi on Tuesday, while government supporters held rallies in at least three cities. Iran accused the U.S. and Britain of fomenting the violence, threatening to "slap" Britain in the face as it summoned the British ambassador to an urgent meeting. The son of leading opposition figure Mahdi Karroubi told The Associated Press by telephone that guards assigned to his father by Iranian police stopped on Monday providing security for him when he goes out, apparently under police orders. Police have for years provided leading opposition figures with security. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091230/nbtj/0912300E.htm


There is still time to foil Iran's bomb plot: the world must unite against it becoming a nuclear-capable country, says William Hague

PUBLICATION: The Daily Telegraph

DATE: 2009.12.30

The bloody events of recent days in Iran have demonstrated the repressive nature of the regime and the deep discontent surfacing in a country denied democratic freedoms. A government that can only stay in power by shooting its own people in the streets and blocking their communication with the outside world is in serious trouble. We in the West cannot determine the outcome of Iran's internal power struggle. But we must do our utmost in 2010 to deal with the fact that Iran's leaders are not only the cause of potential upheaval in their own country: they are also pursuing a nuclear programme that presents one of the greatest threats to the peace of the wider world. We are about to pass a sobering milestone, the beginning of the time frame within which it is believed that Iran could acquire a nuclear weapon: between 2010 and 2015. All that now stands between Iran and this goal are technical hurdles - unless the international community succeeds in resolutely putting itself in the way. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091230/ukdt/0912302S.htm
