News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Médecins Sans Frontières and The Will to Intervene: A Dialogue on Dilemmas and Possible Solutions
· Will Canada Be A UN Peacekeeper Again? 
REPORTS – RAPPORTS 
· Rhetoric and Reality: The Failure to Resolve the Darfur Conflict

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Appeals judges say decision not to charge Sudan's president with genocide in Darfur was wrong
· Le capitaine Martin Bouchard part pour le Soudan
· Sudan: Arms Channelled to South Through Kenya
· Darfour: la MINUAD rejette les accusations de partialité par l'armée soudanaise
· Sud-Soudan: Sécheresse et conflits font quadrupler les besoins alimentaires
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Orphaned, Raped And Ignored
· RDC: Deux nouveaux massacres de civils imputés à la LRA
· Flashes of hope in a desperate Congo
· Congo-Kinshasa: Conflit avec le Soudan ?
· Congo-Kinshasa: Judges Fault Prosecutors As Second Defense Witness Appears
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Italy's Berlusconi links suffering from Gaza war to Holocaust in meeting with Palestinians
· L'UNICEF cherche 1,2 milliard de dollars pour répondre aux crises dans le monde
· Putin invites Tusk to Katyn, site of WWII Soviet massacre of Poles, for memorial service
· Rwanda: Présidentielle 2010 - L'opposante Victoire Ingabire menacée par le pouvoir
· 'War criminal' continues years of appeals
· Rwanda: Des présumés combattants des Forces démocratiques pour la Libération 
· Prosecutor says war crimes tribunal is 'working well' with US, China and Russia
· The Cambodia connection
· Court seeks power to prosecute leaders who start illegal wars
· Ban commits UN to harnessing support for African development needs
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

Médecins Sans Frontières and The Will to Intervene: A Dialogue on Dilemmas and Possible Solutions


DATE: 2010.02.09 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

LOCATION/LIEU: McGill University (Montreal, QC), McIntyre Medical Building, Meakins Amphitheatre, Room 521, 3655 Promenade Sir William Osler 

INFORMATION: http://www.mcgill.ca/channels/events/item/?item_id=114469 

Médecins Sans Frontières has worked in the wars and conflicts of the world for all of its history.  This includes having medical teams in Rwanda during the genocide, in Srebrenica during the 1995 massacre, in the Darfur region of Sudan since 2003 and many others.  In light of this experience and in light of MSFs goal to continue to have medical teams responding to these crisis, what approach should the MSF movement take towards the "Will to Intervene" and the "Responsibility to Protect" reports?  Frank Chalk, co-director of the "Will to Intervene" project, Kyle Matthews, project leader of W2I, and Rony Brauman, president of MSF from 1982 - 1994 and current research director at the "Centre de réflexion sur l'action et les savoirs humanitaires" will discuss this question and others

Will Canada Be A UN Peacekeeper Again? 

DATE: 2010.02.11 from 12:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.  

LOCATION/LIEU: Penthouse, Sheraton Ottawa, 150 Albert Street 
INFORMATION: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_mTQIyeXaAxs/S2c9ShNJO1I/AAAAAAAAACQ/3MbFhIWTwpM/s1600-h/of-un-ad-web.jpg
RSVP by February 9: (613) 565-9449 or outfront@rideauinstitute.ca 


Is Haiti a glimpse of the future for the Canadian Forces? The military will soon be winding down its Afghanistan mission, and Professor Walter Dorn of the Canadian Forces College considers whether now is the time that Canada should recommit to United Nations peacekeeping. This luncheon event features Professor Walter Dorn of the Canadian Forces College in conversation with Gloria Galloway of the Globe and Mail. 
REPORTS – RAPPORTS 

Rhetoric and Reality: The Failure to Resolve the Darfur Conflict

PUBLICATION: Small Arms Survey, Graduate Institute of International and Development

Studies, Geneva
DATE: January 2010  

INFORMATION: http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/files/portal/spotlight/sudan/Sudan_pdf/SWP-19-The-Failure-to-Resolve-the%20Darfur-Conflict.pdf 
This Small Arms Survey Working Paper, based on interviews with mediators, government officials, humanitarian workers, and militia and rebel leaders, traces the troubled history of peace efforts after Abuja. It attributes their failure to the interplay of a flawed process and an unfavorable context—including a lack of will among the Sudanese parties, a breakdown of trust among all actors (including international ones), and a growing belief that a signed agreement means nothing more than temporary repositioning. 

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE
Sudan / Soudan


Appeals judges say decision not to charge Sudan's president with genocide in Darfur was wrong


PUBLICATION: The Telegram (St. John’s) 
DATE: 2010.02.04
The International Criminal Court will again consider charging Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir with genocide in Darfur, after an appeals panel ruled that judges made an "error in law" when they refused to indict him on that charge last year. "He should get a lawyer," court prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo said after the ruling Wednesday. He accused al-Bashir of keeping 2.5 million refugees from specific ethnic groups in Darfur in camps "under genocide conditions, like a gigantic Auschwitz." The appeals decision - which said the burden of proof should be lower when prosecutors seek an indictment than when they try to secure a conviction at trial - fuelled hopes among human rights activists that prosecutors will indict other leaders around the world for atrocities. The court is currently considering allegations of atrocities in Colombia, Kenya, Gaza and Afghanistan, but has so far launched formal prosecutions in just four countries, all of them in Africa. "This gives a new wind to the sails of international justice," said Kenyan human rights activist Njonjo Mue. Moreno Ocampo welcomed the decision to reopen the Darfur genocide case and vowed to give judges even more evidence when they again consider charging al-Bashir with genocide. A five-judge appeals chamber said the International Criminal Court wrongly concluded in March that there was insufficient evidence to charge al-Bashir with three counts of genocide for allegedly attempting to wipe out entire ethnic groups in the war-ravaged province of Darfur. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/02/all20102177456918_67.htm 

Le capitaine Martin Bouchard part pour le Soudan

PUBLICATION: Le Nouvelliste  
DATE: 2010.01.30
Le capitaine de corvette Martin Bouchard, ex-directeur du Centre de recrutement des forces canadiennes à Trois-Rivières, s'apprête à joindre l'opération militaire en cours au Soudan, comme membre des Casques bleus. Si on connaît bien le travail des soldats déployés en Afghanistan et plus récemment à Haïti, on entend beaucoup moins parler des militaires qui oeuvrent dans le cadre d'une opération de paix internationale, sous l'égide des Nations unies. Une trentaine de Canadiens y sont actuellement présents. Deux missions sont en cours dans ce pays de l'Afrique de l'est, l'opération Safari, qui est une mission de stabilisation de combat entre le Nord et de Sud du Soudan, mise en place après l'accord de paix conclu en 2005 entre Khartoum et le Mouvement armée de libération des peuples du Soudan et l'opération Augural, dans la région de l'ouest en proie à un conflit depuis 2003 et où le Canada a expédié beaucoup de matériel militaire de base. Le capitaine Bouchard joindra l'opération Safari. Pour ce membre de la marine qui a aussi auparavant travaillé à Victoria et Halifax, ce sera une première grande mission. Si tout se passe normalement, il quittera le Québec au début de mois de février. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/01/all20101554565607_34.htm 

Sudan: Arms Channelled to South Through Kenya

PUBLICATION: The East African (Nairobi)  

DATE: 2010.01.31

Kenya has been named in a report by a Swiss research institute as the conduit for many of the weapons transferred to Southern Sudan government forces in violation of a peace agreement strongly backed by the United States. The Sudan Human Security Baseline Assessment, which is a multi-year research project administered by the Small Arms Survey - an independent research project of the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies - reported that satellite imagery has confirmed the presence at Southern Sudan military headquarters of tanks that arrived at the port of Mombasa in 2008. These T-72 tanks were part of three weapons shipments from Ukraine "ostensibly consigned to the Kenyan Ministry of Defence" but that were in fact under contract to the Government of Southern Sudan, according to the Small Arms Survey. In addition to tanks, the three shipments in 2007 and 2008 are said to include 122 mm vehicle-mounted rocket launchers, 14.5 mm machine guns, 23 mm anti-aircraft cannon, RPG-7 rocket launchers and AKM assault rifles.

http://allafrica.com/view/group/main/main/id/00011106.html 


Darfour: la MINUAD rejette les accusations de partialité par l'armée soudanaise

PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2010.02.03
L'Opération Union africaine-ONU au Darfour (MINUAD) a rejeté mercredi catégoriquement les accusations proférées par le porte-parole des forces armées soudanaises selon lesquelles elle aurait collaboré avec le Mouvement pour la justice et l'égalité, mouvement militaire engagé dans le conflit au Darfour. « La MINUAD n'a jamais collaboré et ne collaborera jamais de la manière décrite ici, avec aucune des parties du conflit au Darfour », insiste la MINUAD dans un communiqué publié à El-Fasher. « La Mission ne dévie pas, et ne déviera pas, des responsabilités et des obligations contenues dans son mandat de servir de lien impartial et honnête dans le processus de paix ».

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21139&Cr=Darfour&Cr1= 

Sud-Soudan: Sécheresse et conflits font quadrupler les besoins alimentaires

PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2010.02.02
Le nombre de personnes nécessitant une assistance alimentaire dans le sud du Soudan a plus que quadruplé en un an, passant de 1 million en 2009 à 4,3 millions cette année, en raison de conflits et de périodes de sécheresse, a averti mardi le Programme alimentaire mondial (PAM)). 

« Cette augmentation intervient juste avant la saison des pluies, lorsque les routes sont bloquées et les communautés ne peuvent plus avoir accès à l'assistance alimentaire », a précisé Leo van der Velden, coordinateur du PAM dans le sud du pays. Le Programme achemine par précaution 50.000 tonnes de sorgho, de légumineuses et d'huile végétale afin de nourrir les millions de personnes qui se retrouveront isolées dès que les pluies commenceront à tomber.
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21131&Cr=Soudan&Cr1= 

Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


Orphaned, Raped And Ignored


PUBLICATION: The New York Times 
DATE: 2010.01.31
Sometimes I wish eastern Congo could suffer an earthquake or a tsunami, so that it might finally get the attention it needs. The barbaric civil war being waged here is the most lethal conflict since World War II and has claimed at least 30 times as many lives as the Haiti earthquake. Yet no humanitarian crisis generates so little attention per million corpses, or such a pathetic international response. That's why I'm here in the lovely, lush and threatening hills west of Lake Kivu, where militias rape, mutilate and kill civilians with a savagery that is almost incomprehensible. I'm talking to a 9-year-old girl, Chance Tombola, an orphan whose eyes are luminous with fear. For Chance, the war arrived one evening last May when armed soldiers from an extremist Hutu militia -- remnants of those who committed the Rwandan genocide -- burst into her home. They killed her parents in front of her. Chance ran away, but the soldiers seized her two sisters, ages 6 and 12, and carried them away into the forest, presumably to be turned into "wives" of soldiers. No one has seen Chance's sisters since. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/01/par20101266158400_922.htm


RDC: Deux nouveaux massacres de civils imputés à la LRA


PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2010.02.01

Le Bureau de la coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA) et la Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC) ont tous deux fait état de nouveaux massacres de civils par l'Armée de résistance du Seigneur (LRA) en République démocratique du Congo (RDC). « OCHA a reçu des informations fiables qui indiquent qu'une centaine de civils auraient été tués le 13 janvier dans une attaque de la LRA », a déclaré un porte-parole du Secrétaire général, Fahran Haq, à New York. Cette attaque aurait eu lieu dans la province Orientale, au nord-est de la RDC. De son côté, la MONUC a confirmé lundi un massacre de la même ampleur, perpétré le 14 décembre par ce mouvement armé. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21124&Cr=RDC&Cr1= 


Flashes of hope in a desperate Congo


PUBLICATION: The Gazette 
DATE: 2010.02.05
Five years ago, Lisa Shannon watched Oprah and learned about the savage, forgotten war here in eastern Congo, played out in massacres and mass rape. That show transformed Lisa's life, costing her a good business, a beloved fiancé, and a comfortable home in Portland, Ore. - but giving her a chance to save lives in Congo. I found myself stepping with Lisa into a shack here. It was night, there was no electricity, and a tropical rainstorm was turning the shantytown into a field of mud and streams. Lisa had come to visit a woman she calls her sister, Generose Namburho, a 40-year-old nurse. Generose's story is numbingly familiar: Hutu militiamen invaded her home one night, killed her husband and prepared to rape her. Then, because she shouted in an attempt to warn her neighbours, they hacked off her leg above the knee with a machete. As Generose lay bleeding near her husband's corpse, the soldiers cut up the amputated leg, cooked the pieces on the kitchen fire, and ordered her children to eat their mother's flesh. One son, a 12-year-old, refused. "If you kill me, kill me," he told the soldiers, as his mother remembers it. "But I will not eat a part of my mother." So they shot him dead. The murder is one of Generose's last memories before she blacked out, waking up days later in the hospital where she had worked. That's where Lisa enters the story. After seeing the Oprah show on the Congo war, Lisa began to read more about it, learning that it is the most lethal conflict since the Second World War. More than 5 million had already died as of the last peer-reviewed mortality estimate in 2007... 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/02/all201023158311319_13.htm 


Congo-Kinshasa: Conflit avec le Soudan?

PUBLICATION: Le Potentiel  
DATE: 2010.02.05
La RDC n'est pas à l'abri d'un éventuel conflit de bornage en province Orientale avec, cette fois, le Soudan. Comme ce fut le cas, il y a peu, avec l'Angola à propos de Kahemba, dans la province du Bandundu. Les médias ont rapporté qu'une partie du village Kimba, en secteur de Kakwa, territoire d'Aru, district de l'Ituri frontalier avec le Sud Soudan, est occupée depuis la semaine dernière par des militaires de l'ex-rébellion de l'Armée populaire de libération du Sud-Soudan (SPLA). Pis, ces Soudanais ont déjà érigé un bureau administratif. Les autorités du district sud-soudanais de Morobu, frontalier avec la RDC, revendiquent la portion occupée de Kimba. « Elle fait partie du territoire soudanais », argumentent-elles. Non, rétorque le chef coutumier de Kimba : « le village est totalement en terre congolaise ; il se trouve à environ 200 mètres de la frontière entre le Soudan et la RDC ».

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201002050024.html 

Congo-Kinshasa: Judges Fault Prosecutors As Second Defense Witness Appears

PUBLICATION: allAfrica.com 

DATE: 2010.02.04

As the second defense witness in the Lubanga trial started testifying on Tuesday this week, judges berated the prosecutors for failing to tell the accused's lawyers some important information they had collected about two of the defense witnesses in a timely way. The contest over the disclosures came after the first defense witness had finished his testimony, in which he said his son had appeared at the trial as a prosecution witness and lied that he had been a child soldier in the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), the group Thomas Lubanga is alleged to have led. Lubanga is on trial at the International Criminal Court (ICC) on war crimes charges related to the use of child soldiers. The ICC alleges that he was the commander-in-chief of the Patriotic Forces for the Liberation of Congo, a militia group that used child soldiers in inter-ethnic fighting in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). He denies the charges.
http://allafrica.com/stories/201002050044.html 


Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles



Italy's Berlusconi links suffering from Gaza war to Holocaust in meeting with Palestinians



PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.02.3
Italy's prime minister on Wednesday called for empathy for all victims, whether from the Nazi Holocaust or Israel's war in Gaza, drawing a link that threatened to tarnish a visit that has cemented his already warm ties with Israel. Silvio Berlusconi's comments, while avoiding direct comparisons to the Holocaust, nonetheless could touch a raw nerve in Israel _ a country that was founded in the wake of the Nazi massacre of 6 million Jews and that is home to more than 200,000 Holocaust survivors. Berlusconi has been warmly welcomed throughout this three-day visit to Israel, and he has repeatedly spoken of his strong affinity for the Jewish state and expressed sorrow over the Holocaust. During a speech to the Israeli parliament early Wednesday, Berlusconi called Israel's war against Gaza militants last year justified self-defence. He said a U.N. report accusing Israel of war crimes tried to ''incriminate Israel for its legitimate response'' to Palestinian militants' rocket attacks. But during a last-minute meeting with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in the West Bank, the Italian leader acknowledged the Gaza offensive, which killed some 1,400 people, including an estimated 900 civilians, had caused great pain to the Palestinians. ''Whenever war takes the place of peace, whenever violence takes the place of reason, humanity disappears. The relationship between men that should always be kept intact disappears,'' Berlusconi said at a joint news conference with Abbas. ''So just as it's right to cry for the victims of the Shoah, it's right to show pain for what happened in Gaza.'' 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/02/all201024214374725_61.htm 


L'UNICEF cherche 1,2 milliard de dollars pour répondre aux crises dans le monde


PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2010.02.4

Alors que la communauté internationale suit de près les efforts déployés pour secourir la population d'Haïti, le Fonds des Nations Unies pour l'enfance (UNICEF) a lancé jeudi un appel de fonds de 1,2 milliard de dollars pour répondre aux situations de crise les plus graves touchant les enfants et les femmes de par le monde, à l'occasion de la publication de son Rapport sur l'action humanitaire de 2010. « Alors même que nous redoublons d'efforts pour apporter plus rapidement aide humanitaire et protection à tous les enfants d'Haïti, l'UNICEF doit également s'employer à améliorer la vie des enfants dans le monde entier », déclare Hilde F. Johnson, Directrice générale adjointe de l'UNICEF…
http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21150&Cr=UNICEF&Cr1= 



Putin invites Tusk to Katyn, site of WWII Soviet massacre of Poles, for memorial service



PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.02.3
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has invited his Polish counterpart to an April memorial service at the scene of the secret Soviet massacre of thousands of Poles during World War II. Russian news agencies say Donald Tusk accepted Wednesday's invitation, a sign that divisions between Moscow and Warsaw over the incident that Poland calls genocide may not run so deep anymore. Poland is still pushing Moscow to declassify files on the shooting of 22,000 Polish officers in the Katyn forests in 1940. Putin promised to open up archives to Polish researchers if similar files in Poland are made available. Russian-Polish ties have suffered over such historical matters and other issues. Then-President Lech Kaczynski visited Katyn in 2007.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/02/all201024017952925_61.htm 


Rwanda: Présidentielle 2010 - L'opposante Victoire Ingabire menacée par le pouvoir


PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.01.28

Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza, une opposante rwandaise et candidate à l'élection présidentielle du mois d'août 2010 a , dans un communiqué , assuré être menacée par le pouvoir. Elle est accusée de propager le négationnisme et son corollaire, la théorie du «double-génocide» qui aurait touché symétriquement Tutsi et Hutu. Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza, une opposante rwandaise rentrée de son exil aux Pays-Bas il y a une dizaine de jours et candidate à l'élection présidentielle en août, a assuré être menacée par le pouvoir, dans un communiqué dont une copie est parvenue au journal Le Figaro. Mme Ingabire, qui est revenue au Rwanda pour faire enregistrer auprès des autorités son parti d'opposition, les Forces démocratiques unifiées (FDU), dénonce une «propagande haineuse orchestrée par ces médias politisés», dans ce communiqué rédigé en français.

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201001271002.html 



'War criminal' continues years of appeals


PUBLICATION: National Post 
DATE: 2010.02.3
A man fighting to stay in Canada after being found complicit in the Rwandan genocide said yesterday he deserves another chance to convince the government he has been wrongly branded a fiend who murdered a neighbour and her children because she refused to have sex with him. At least six times, Henri Jean-Claude Seyoboka has been told in judicial and tribunal proceedings that he is ineligible to remain in Canada because of his complicity in crimes against humanity during the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Yesterday, Mr. Seyoboka, 43, who had driven five hours from his home in Gatineau, Que., was in the Federal Court of Canada in Toronto. Welldressed in a jacket and tie, and with a leather attache case resting at his feet, he leaned forward and listened intently, occasionally nodding in support of his lawyers' arguments. "The finding that he is implicated in crimes against humanity goes beyond the immigration process and affects all aspects of his life. He has been branded as a war criminal in Canada," his lawyer, Lorne Waldman, told Justice James O'Reilly. "He will always be considered complicit in crimes against humanity as far as Canada is concerned, unless he gets a chance to put his case, again, before the [Immigration and Refugee Board]"... 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/02/all20102403715766_1.htm 



Rwanda: Des présumés combattants des Forces démocratiques pour la Libération 


PUBLICATION: Le Potentiel  

DATE: 2010.01.29

Des présumés combattants des Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda (FDLR) ont sauvagement coupé les oreilles à 6 personnes dans la région de Lulingu, située à 107 Kilomètres au nord de Shabunda-centre, selon des témoins. Les victimes sont internées à l'hôpital de référence de Lulingu, d'après un activiste des droits de l'homme de cette cité joint par radiookapi.net. Les bourreaux sont des présumés combattants FDLR qui campent dans la forêt située entre Wameli et Byundu près de Nyambembe, selon la même source.

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201001290445.html 


Prosecutor says war crimes tribunal is 'working well' with US, China and Russia


PUBLICATION: The Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.02.2
The chief U.N. war crimes prosecutor said the International Criminal Court has become a major player in the pursuit of justice and is working well even with many countries who aren't parties to its statute, including the United States, China and Russia. Luis Moreno Ocampo, the Argentine lawyer who became the court's prosecutor in June 2003 _ a year after the tribunal was launched _ said its prosecutions and investigations have put all parties to conflicts on notice that serious violations will not go unpunished. The first permanent tribunal for the world's worst atrocities is a court of last resort, stepping in only when countries are unwilling or unable prosecute alleged war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. Under the Rome statute that created it, the prosecutor can initiate preliminary investigations and recommend a full investigation. A pretrial judge must then review the evidence and decide whether the case should go forward. ''The court in six years is a central institution in national conflict and international justice, supported by hundreds of states and non-state parties,'' Moreno Ocampo said in an interview Saturday on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum. ''It is working very well because everyone agrees that these type of crimes cannot be tolerated, so at the end of the day no one is against this mission of the court.'' 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/02/all201024215789392_61.htm 

The Cambodia connection

PUBLICATION: Ottawa Citizen 
DATE: 2010.02.2
On a rainy night nearly 14 years ago, Haing Ngor parked his gold Mercedes in a graffiti-lined alleyway behind his apartment on the edge of Chinatown. The Cambodian refugee-turned-actor had won an Academy Award for his role in 1984's The Killing Fields, but he still lived in a tiny apartment where he kept his Oscar next to a large Buddha statue. As he stepped out of his car, gunshots echoed off the alley walls. A neighbour rushed outside to find Ngor slumped on the pavement of his carport. He was dead. In the Cambodian community, there was immediate speculation that Pol Pot or a member of the Khmer Rouge had ordered a hit on Ngor, an outspoken critic of the dictator. The Los Angeles Police Department launched an international investigation, only to conclude that Ngor was killed by three members of an Asian-American gang, part of a random street robbery gone wrong. Two years later, the suspects were convicted and the case appeared to be closed. But over the last few months, Ngor's death has again captivated Cambodians on both sides of the Pacific, with many raising questions about who killed the beloved actor who had so superbly portrayed their pain on the big screen. The renewed debate was sparked by the testimony of a former Khmer Rouge prison chief at a United Nations-backed tribunal in Phnom Penh aimed at assessing the crimes committed by Pol Pot and his supporters. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/02/all20102268723584_9.htm

Court seeks power to prosecute leaders who start illegal wars

PUBLICATION: The Daily Telegraph 
DATE: 2010.01.31
THE INTERNATIONAL Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague has proposed new powers to allow it to put politicians who start "illegal wars'' on trial. At a special "review conference'' in Kampala, Uganda, the nations which have signed up to the court, including Britain, will consider a proposal to let it try the "crime of aggression'' - the offence allegedly committed by Tony Blair. If the proposal, backed by more than 70 countries, is passed, national leaders alleged to have begun illegal wars could be seized, transported to The Hague, tried and imprisoned. British law requires police to enforce indictments and arrest warrants issued by the court. Britain is not against the plan in principle but is fighting for safeguards that would protect Mr Blair and future British prime ministers from arrest. John Washburn, convener of AMICC, an umbrella body of non-governmental organisations interested in the court, said: "This will be one of the major items on the agenda in Kampala and it is almost certain that it will go down to the wire. It is a wrestling match between countries.'' 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/01/par201011117501327_924.htm 

Ban commits UN to harnessing support for African development needs

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre 
DATE: 2010.01.31
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today pledged to mobilize support to tackle the critical challenges threatening peace and posperity across Africa, including extreme poverty, economic and social well-being, and the ravages of climate change. In remarks to the opening of the African Union Summit, Mr. Ban highlighted the United Nations gathering in September on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – a set of internationally agreed targets to eradicate poverty and other social ills by 2015.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33628&Cr=African+Union&Cr1= 
