News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

--

 

À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

REPORTS – RAPPORTS 

· Jonglei's Tribal Conflicts: Countering Insecurity in South Sudan

· The Philippines: After the Maguindanao Massacre
· Intervention to Stop Genocide and Mass Atrocities: International Norms and U.S. Policy
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan
· Le Soudan craint le retour de la guerre

· Sudan MPs pass key referendum law 

· Soudan : Thabo Mbeki convaincu qu'un consensus existe sur une solution au Darfour

· LRA Training Camps Now in South Darfur - SPLA

· La malédiction de l'or noir au Sud-Soudan  

Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· DR Congo: blue helmets protect thousands daily, says top UN envoy

· L'ONU inquiète de la dimension régionale grandissante des exactions de la LRA

· 1,200 Killed and 1,400 Abducted in 10-Month LRA Rampage in DRC

· RDC: Les plans de la LRA pour Noël provoquent la panique dans le nord-est

· UN humanitarian chief calls for stronger steps against Ugandan rebels in DR Congo

Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· UN opens website detailing zero tolerance policy on sexual abuse by peacekeepers

· Iran: arrestations d'opposants, dont la soeur de Shirin Ebadi

· The curse of West Africa: Massacre may lead to civil war in Guinea

· KAIROS clash sends message to foreign aid groups: Toe government line or lose funding

· Guinée: des officiers toujours retenus en prison

· Nazi death camp horrors recounted at war crimes trial  

· Répression contre des manifestants à Téhéran
· Polish police: 5 men arrested in theft of notorious Auschwitz sign have criminal pasts 

· Nigéria: 33 morts dans des combats opposant une secte aux forces de l'ordre

· Grim legacy of Liberia's most isolated town 
REPORTS – RAPPORTS 


 Jonglei's Tribal Conflicts: Countering Insecurity in South Sudan



PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group
DATE: 2009.12.23 

INFORMATION: http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=6452&l=1
A failure to stabilise Jonglei and other areas of concern risks seeing South Sudan become increasingly unstable ahead of next year’s national elections and the 2011 self-determination referendum. The International Crisis Group examines the situation in South Sudan, where violent conflict claimed several thousand lives in 2009. Inter-tribal fighting, while not a new phenomenon, has taken on a new and dangerously politicised character, with the worst violence in and around the vast, often impassable state of Jonglei.

 The Philippines: After the Maguindanao Massacre

PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group
DATE: 2009.12.21 

INFORMATION: http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=6451&l=1
The international outrage generated by last month’s massacre in Maguindanao, southern Philippines, of 57 men and women, half of them journalists, may offer opportunities to make progress in the areas of justice, security and peace.

Intervention to Stop Genocide and Mass Atrocities: International Norms and U.S. Policy


PUBLICATION: Council on Foreign Relations

DATE: 2009.10

INFORMATION: http://www.cfr.org/publication/20379 
On a stone wall at the memorial of the Dachau concentration camp, a promise is written in five languages: “Never Again.” Yet in the decades since the Holocaust, in places from Cambodia to Rwanda to Darfur, international actors have failed to mount an effective response to mass atrocities. The reasons for this failure are numerous. Political will to act, as well as the availability and capability of military intervention forces, is often absent. Moreover, enduring notions of sovereignty make it difficult for outside countries or international organizations to step in, despite considerable acceptance in recent years of the concept of “responsibility to protect.” 

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan


Le Soudan craint le retour de la guerre



PUBLICATION: Le Figaro

DATE: 2009.12.25

En 2009, les combats claniques ont fait 2000 morts. La dernière crispation au sein du gouvernement d'union nationale soudanais remonte à mercredi. Les députés de l'ex-rébellion sudiste, le Mouvement de libération du peuple du Soudan (SPLM), menaçaient alors de claquer la porte du Parlement. Une négociation de dernière minute avec le Parti national du congrès (NCP), au pouvoir à Khartoum, a permis, cette fois, de sauver la situation. On trouvait, au cœur du bras de fer, une loi cruciale qui ouvre la porte à l'organisation d'un référendum d'autodétermination dans le sud du Soudan en 2011. Elle devrait être soumise au vote lundi. Ce référendum est l'un des points clefs de l'accord de paix global (CPA), signé en 2005. Le texte, négocié sous l'égide de la communauté internationale, a mis fin à un quart de siècle de guerre civile entre un Nord majoritairement arabe et musulman et un Sud africain à dominante animiste ou chrétienne. Les combats ont fait deux millions de morts, pour la plupart civils. Outre ce vote, le CPA prévoit, pendant une période de six ans, un gouvernement d'union nationale, un tracé précis de la frontière nord-sud, des élections générales et un partage des richesses pétrolières.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2009/12/26/01003-20091226ARTFIG00009-le-soudan-craint-le-retour-de-la-guerre-.php 



Sudan MPs pass key referendum law 



PUBLICATION: BBC World News
DATE: 2009.12.29
Sudan's parliament has passed a key law paving the way for a referendum on independence for the oil-rich south. The move ends months of wrangling between the north and south about how the referendum should be conducted. Last week, southern politicians walked out of parliament in a row over where southerners would be able to vote. The referendum, scheduled for January 2011, is a crucial part of the peace deal signed nearly five years ago which ended two decades of civil war. The 2005 peace agreement saw President Omar al-Bashir's northern National Congress Party (NCP) going into government with former Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) rebels from the south. It is widely predicted that the south will vote for independence but there are concerns that tensions will increase in the run-up to the referendum and a general election in April. Mr Bashir and SPLM leader Salva Kiir reached a deal on the referendum earlier this month in crisis talks that followed angry demonstrations by southerners about electoral reforms. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8433738.stm


Soudan : Thabo Mbeki convaincu qu'un consensus existe sur une solution au Darfour



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.12.21

Il existe un consensus au Soudan quant aux divers éléments susceptibles de permettre un accord politique global sur le Darfour, a déclaré lundi devant le Conseil de sécurité le Président du Groupe de haut niveau de l'Union africaine sur le Darfour et ancien Président de l'Afrique du Sud, Thabo Mbeki. M. Mbeki présentait aux côtés de Jean Ping, président de la Commission de l'Union africaine, le rapport du Groupe de haut niveau sur la crise au Darfour. Il a affirmé que « les populations du Darfour insistaient dans ce cadre pour qu'une paix négociée soit conclue le plus tôt possible ». M. Mbeki a mis l'accent sur le fait que la crise du Darfour était une manifestation de la crise postcoloniale plus profonde qui secouait le Soudan depuis des décennies. Selon lui, la crise du Darfour est née de la concentration du pouvoir et des richesses par une élite basée à Khartoum, qui a conduit à la marginalisation et l'appauvrissement de la périphérie. Par conséquent, le règlement de la crise au Darfour doit prendre en compte la situation historique de cette région dans l'évolution du Soudan. M. Mbeki a néanmoins insisté sur l'importance de promouvoir l'unité nationale, l'ONU ayant un rôle inestimable à jouer à cet égard, ainsi que pour accompagner la démocratisation du pays. Il a de nouveau appelé les parties à œuvrer en faveur d'un climat propice à la tenue d'élections générales en 2010 et à respecter la volonté qu'exprimera le peuple du Sud-Soudan lors du référendum d'autodétermination de 2011. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20857&Cr=Soudan&Cr1=



LRA Training Camps Now in South Darfur - SPLA


PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.12.27
The South Sudan People's Liberation Army has said the Lord's Resistance Army as well as other militias allied to the government of Omar El Bashir are training in Western Bahr-El-Ghazal. Quoted in the Sudan Tribune the Spokesman for the southern army said its forces had engaged the LRA in Raja county in Western Bahr-El- Ghazal. This confirms earlier information (in September 2006) from Ugandan and western intelligence -sources that the LRA, which dodged a widely billed peace-deal with the Kampala government, had charted a course through DR Congo, Central African Republic and northbound to Bahr-E-Gazal. At the time, sources had told this newspaper the plan was to find ground to set up camps and recuperate. "They would then be re-inserted into South Sudan in or around the time for the referendum for secession in 2011" the sources said. The SPLA Spokesman Maj-Gen. Kuol Diem Kuol said they believed LRA fighters were receiving direct assistance from the Khartoum government. He said after a skirmish between SPLA troops and LRA combatants on December 19th they recovered food rations whose origin is northern. "The LRA left behind a large quality of food, most of which are Dak, made in North Sudan," he said, adding that the rebels then fled toward CAR. "LRA is re-grouping and training in Sudan in Dimo in Southern Darfur. This is a fact known to the intelligence community - in the area of Kaskagi in the northwest of Darfur," he told the Tribune.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200912290831.html


La malédiction de l'or noir au Sud-Soudan  



PUBLICATION: Le Figaro
DATE: 2009.12.25
En 2006, un bourg de deux mille âmes a été rayé des cartes pour laisser la place aux compagnies pétrolières. Dan Dok ne ressemble pas à grand-chose. Juste un gros village de cahutes sales, à demi caché dans les hautes herbes, au creux d'une route toute droite, l'une des rares de Unity State, l'un des dix États de la région semi-autonome du Sud-Soudan. Les rares voitures que l'on entend passent dans un grand nuage de poussière sans jamais s'arrêter. James Gargang, l'administrateur des lieux, reçoit dans une case de torchis où un vieux linoléum paraît un vague luxe. «Ici, nous n'avons rien, absolument rien. Le peu qu'il y avait avant, de toute façon on l'a perdu», glisse-t-il avec un fatalisme triste. Car Dan Dok n'existe plus. Le bourg de 2 000 âmes a été rayé des cartes officielles du Sud-Soudan en 2006. Cette année-là, les autorités ont ordonné de force son déplacement d'une dizaine de kilomètres pour laisser le terrain aux compagnies pétrolières. Puis elles l'ont oublié, laissé à sa misère noire. De la manne attendue, les habitants n'ont rien vu ou presque. À l'entrée du nouveau Dan Dok trône une grosse citerne d'eau grisâtre estampillée pompeusement projet de White Nile operating Petroleum Compagny (WNOPC), un consortium dirigé par les Malaisiens qui exploitent les champs voisins. L'antenne pour les téléphones mobiles et un vieux conteneur Maerks, arrivé là on ne sait trop comment et transformé en boutique, sont les deux autres signes de modernité.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/international/2009/12/26/01003-20091226ARTFIG00010-la-malediction-de-l-or-noir-au-sud-soudan-.php
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo



DR Congo: blue helmets protect thousands daily, says top UN envoy



PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.28
28 December 2009 – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) upholds the human rights of thousands of people every day, the top UN envoy to the African nation said today, rejecting criticism from a non-governmental organization that blue helmets are “complicit” in abuses committed by the Congolese army. In its report on the mission, Human Rights Watch “brushes aside the crucial role that MONUC plays in protecting tens of thousands of civilians every single day, often in very remote areas,” Alan Doss, the Secretary-General’s Special-Representative, wrote in an op-ed in today’s The Washington Times. The mission has been aiding the national army, known as FARDC, with logistics and firepower to keep rebels from reclaiming areas previously under their control. Faced with widespread reports of massacres and other serious human rights abuses by Government soldiers and rebels, the Security Council last week reiterated its call on MONUC to “use all necessary means” to protect civilians from threats from any party. The Human Rights Watch report, Mr. Doss said today, “alleges that UN support makes its peacekeepers complicit in atrocities committed against the population by FARDC elements that are undisciplined or exacting revenge.”  Earlier this month, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said that MONUC has suspended its logistical and other support for FARDC units when there are sufficient grounds to believe their operations would violate human rights.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33357&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo


L'ONU inquiète de la dimension régionale grandissante des exactions de la LRA



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.12.24

Le Secrétaire général adjoint aux affaires humanitaires de l'ONU et Coordonnateur des secours d'urgence, John Holmes, a appelé à plus d'efficacité jeudi afin de protéger les civils menacés par l'Armée de résistance du Seigneur (LRA). M. Holmes a souligné que la menace posée par la LRA se posait de plus en plus à l'échelle régionale. Cette menace exige une réponse coordonnée de la RDC et de ses voisins ainsi que de la communauté internationale, selon lui. Le Haut-Commissariat aux droits de l'homme a rendu public un rapport cette semaine selon lequel en dix mois, de septembre 2008 à juin 2009, des combattants de la LRA en République démocratique du Congo (RDC) avaient assassiné au moins 1.200 civils, en avaient enlevé 1.400 et en avaient déplacé pas moins de 230.000. Ces massacres se sont accompagnés de violences sexuelles, y compris de pratiques d'esclavage. Le Bureau de la coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA) a annoncé pour sa part que rien que la semaine dernière, 47 personnes avaient perdu la vie dans trois attaques. La LRA avait massacré plusieurs centaines de civils il y a un an, le jour de Noël 2008, l'une des pires tueries jamais commises par ce groupe.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20881&Cr=LRA&Cr1=


1,200 Killed and 1,400 Abducted in 10-Month LRA Rampage in DRC



PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com
DATE: 2009.12.22
Kinshasa — A new report released Monday by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and MONUC (the UN Mission in DR Congo) outlines a rolling series of attacks carried out over a ten-month period by the renegade armed group known as the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), during which they killed at least 1,200 people, abducted 1,400 – including some 600 children and 400 women – and displaced a total of around 230,000 people. "These attacks and systematic and widespread human rights violations carried out by the LRA… may constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity," the report says, echoing a second report, also issued on Monday by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, on a similar pattern of LRA attacks in neighbouring South Sudan -- see separate press release at www.ohchr.org. The dozens of attacks on towns and villages described in the report, which covers the period from September 2008 to June 2009, took place in various parts of DRC's northern Orientale Province. They were sometimes carefully synchronized and also involved mutilations, torture and multiple rapes. Women and girls were often raped before being killed, and many of those who were abducted "were forced to marry LRA members, subjected to sexual slavery, or both."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200912220402.html


RDC: Les plans de la LRA pour Noël provoquent la panique dans le nord-est



PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2009.12.22
KINSHASA, 22 décembre 2009 (IRIN) - Certains habitants de la région de Niangara, dans la province du Haut-Uélé, en République démocratique du Congo (RDC) ont commencé à fuir leurs foyers à la suite de récentes menaces de l’Armée de résistance du Seigneur (LRA) ougandaise. Les menaces rappellent les événements de la période de Noël 2008, au cours de laquelle les rebelles ont tué des centaines de civils dans la région et dans les régions voisines. « Les rebelles de la LRA ont fait circuler des tracts annonçant qu’ils allaient ‘célébrer Noël’ à Niangara et à Dungu », a dit à IRIN Ambroise Mbongi, responsable d’une ONG locale. « Le chef traditionnel de Niangara a exhorté les habitants à résister et à se défendre en utilisant des flèches et des lances empoisonnées. La population panique et commence à fuir Niangara », a-t-il ajouté. Les menaces de la LRA ont transformé Niangara en ville fantôme. Certains habitants fuient dans la brousse tandis que d’autres attendent le long des axes Isiro-Niangara et Isiro-Buta, a indiqué M. Mbongi. Pour empêcher les rebelles de la LRA de traverser la rivière Bamokandi, qui sépare Niangara de la région de Rungu, des pêcheurs ont déplacé leurs embarcations. « Cette fois, ils [les rebelles] devront traverser la rivière à la nage », a ajouté M. Mbongi. 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=87528


UN humanitarian chief calls for stronger steps against Ugandan rebels in DR Congo



PUBLICATION: UN News Room

DATE: 2009.12.23
On the eve of the anniversary of last year’s Christmas Day massacre of at least 477 civilians in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) by the rebel Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), the top United Nations humanitarian official called for stronger measures to protect civilians still vulnerable to attacks. Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator John Holmes noted that unconfirmed reports indicate that three attacks in just one week this month, between 14 and 20 December, resulted in 47 deaths. Mr. Holmes call followed the release two days ago of a reports by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) charging the LRA with killing at least 1,200 people, abducting 1,400 and displacing some 230,000 others in DRC’s Orientale province over a 10-month period from September 2008 to June 2009. Dozens of attacks on towns and villages involved mutilations and torture. Women and girls were often raped before being killed, and many of those who were abducted “were forced to marry LRA members, subjected to sexual slavery, or both,” said the report, jointly issued with the UN Mission in DRC (MONUC).

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33339&Cr=lra&Cr1=
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles



UN opens website detailing zero tolerance policy on sexual abuse by peacekeepers



PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.16

In keeping with its ‘zero tolerance’ policy on sexual exploitation and abuse by members of its multiple peacekeeping operations and special political missions, the United Nations is making publicly available its aggregated data on such misconduct over the past three years. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is steadfastly enforcing the policy proclaimed by his predecessor, Kofi Annan, in 2004 amid charges that UN peacekeeping personnel in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), both civilian and military, committed sexual exploitation and abuse. At the time, a UN Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) report cited payments ranging from two eggs to $5 per encounter with victims, some of them abandoned orphans and often illiterate. The new data for 2007 to 2009, provided by the Department of Field Support (DFS) through a new section of the UN's Conduct and Discipline Unit website, will be accessible at the site under the heading, “statistics.” “This is a first stage and a work in progress,” UN spokesperson Martin Nesirky told reporters today. The new content complies with a General Assembly resolution requesting “the implementation of an effective outreach programme to explain the policy of the United Nations against sexual exploitation and abuse and to inform the public on the outcome of all such cases involving peacekeeping personnel, including cases where allegations are ultimately found to be legally unproven.”
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33346&Cr=sexual+abuse&Cr1=


Iran: arrestations d'opposants, dont la soeur de Shirin Ebadi


PUBLICATION: La Tribune de Sherbrooke 

DATE: 2009.12.13

Les arrestations d'opposants se sont poursuivies mardi en Iran après les grandes manifestations antigouvernementales de l'Achoura, mais les dirigeants de l'opposition semblent avoir obtenu un sursis du pouvoir qui a prévu une contre-manifestation nationale mercredi. Plusieurs hauts responsables du régime avaient demandé lundi des sanctions judiciaires exemplaires contre des leaders de l'opposition. Mais le président du Parlement Ali Larijani a affirmé mardi qu'il fallait établir une distinction entre les «contre-révolutionnaires» qui ont manifesté dimanche en Iran et l'opposition réformatrice au sein du régime. Parallèlement, les autorités ont procédé à de nouvelles arrestations d'opposants au président Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, visant notamment journalistes et militants des droits de l'Homme mais aussi la soeur du prix Nobel de la paix Shirin Ebadi. Mme Ebadi, qui vit en exil et est très critique à l'égard du gouvernement iranien, a estimé qu'il s'agissait d'une tentative de pression contre elle. «Ma soeur n'avait aucune activité politique (...) et son arrestation est une tentative de pression pour que j'arrête mes activités pour la défense des droits de l'Homme», a-t-elle déclaré dans un communiqué publié par la site d'opposition Rahesabz.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/international/moyen-orient/200912/29/01-934698-iran-arrestations-dopposants-dont-la-soeur-de-shirin-ebadi.php


The curse of West Africa: Massacre may lead to civil war in Guinea



PUBLICATION: The Winnipeg Free Press


DATE: 2009.12.15
There have been political horrors in other parts of Africa, like the genocidal former regime in Rwanda, the current regime in Zimbabwe, or any Congolese regime you care to name. But the worst regimes in Africa seem to arise along the stretch of tropical coastline between Ghana and Senegal. Sierra Leone, Liberia and Ivory Coast have all lived through nightmarish civil wars after long-ruling dictators died or were killed and junior officers seized power. Gambia has been ruled for the past 15 years by a former army lieutenant who now imports witch doctors from Guinea to hunt down the witches he believes are trying to kill him. And now Guinea has fallen into the hands of the junior officers. It's the classic pattern. For 50 years after independence, from 1958 to 2008, Guinea was ruled by just two "big men": Sekou Toure for 26 years and then Lansana Conte for another 24. They and their cronies stole all the money, of course, while more than 90 per cent of the mineral-rich country's 10 million people continued to live on less than a dollar a day. But at least they lived in a relatively safe and orderly poverty. Then Lansana Conte died late last year -- and within hours a group of young officers broke into the main television station to announce they were taking over the country. Their leader was an army captain called Moussa "Dadis" Camara, who promised to hold free and fair elections by 2010. He also promised he would not to run for the presidency himself.

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/westview/the-curse-of-west-africa-massacre-may-lead-to-civil-war-in-guinea-79290832.html


KAIROS clash sends message to foreign aid groups: Toe government line or lose funding


PUBLICATION: The Winnipeg Free Press
DATE: 2009.12.21
OTTAWA - The Harper government's decision to axe funding for a Christian aid organization has cast a pall over foreign aid groups who fear they'll be cut off and their reputations smeared if they dare to contradict Conservative policy. Groups involved in aid work in the Middle East are particularly fearful, given that the government appears to have expanded the definition of anti-Semitism to include any criticism of Israel. "It is a desperate tragedy if, in order to deliver resources to partners abroad, you have to somehow dance . . . to some sort of political tune," said Gerry Barr, president of the Canadian Council for International Co-operation. "It is no way to run an aid program." The council, an umbrella group of about 100 Canadian international development organizations, came out swinging Monday against the government's decision to cut off funding to KAIROS. KAIROS is a social justice group made up of 11 Christian churches and faith-based organizations, including the United, Anglican, Lutheran, Catholic, Presbyterian and Mennonite churches. For 35 years, it has received federal funding to help finance projects abroad aimed at combatting human rights abuses and promoting environmental sustainability. Last month, the group's pitch for $7 million over four years was turned down flat, even though the government had praised the group's effectiveness in an evaluation just last February. The Canadian International Development Agency initially informed KAIROS that it no longer fit with CIDA's priorities of providing food security and helping youth.

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/canada/breakingnews/79857797.html


Guinée: des officiers toujours retenus en prison



PUBLICATION: La Tribune de Sherbrooke
DATE: 2009.12.29
Une quinzaine d'officiers et sous-officiers guinéens qui devaient être remis en liberté lundi sur ordre du général Sékouba Konaté, ont en fait été retenus et interrogés par la gendarmerie nationale, mardi à Conakry, a-t-on appris de source judiciaire. Les militaires concernés - arrêtés au moment de la prise du pouvoir par l'armée fin 2008 ou dans le courant de l'année 2009 - sont accusés de complot et d'atteinte à la sûreté de l'État. Un haut responsable de la police avait affirmé lundi soir à l'AFP qu'ils avaient tous été libérés dans la journée. Mais l'affaire a finalement été confiée à «la Brigade d'investigation judiciaire de la gendarmerie nationale (PM3) qui les retient pour investigations, à la sûreté urbaine de Conakry», a déclaré une source judiciaire. Selon un responsable de la police, le président par intérim du pays, le général Konaté, avait ordonné dès dimanche la libération de ces militaires. Mais le ministre de la Justice, le colonel (de gendarmerie) Siba Nohalamou, proche du chef de la junte Moussa Dadis Camara, a «tenu à faire les choses correctement» en demandant qu'ils soient interrogés par les gendarmes, selon la source judiciaire.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/international/afrique/200912/29/01-934777-guinee-des-officiers-toujours-retenus-en-prison.php


Nazi death camp horrors recounted at war crimes trial  

PUBLICATION: BBC

DATE: 2009.12.23
A survivor of the Nazi death camp at which John Demjanjuk is accused of helping to kill 27,900 Jews recalled in court on Tuesday losing his wife after a three-day train journey to the extermination centre. Demjanjuk, lying on a hospital bed, said nothing as Jules Schelvis, 88, described for the trial in Munich his arrival at the Sobibor death camp in Poland, where German state prosecutors accuse the 89-year-old defendant of assisting in killings. The former U.S. carworker, who is charged as an accessory to murder in the 27,900 deaths, showed no emotion as Schelvis recalled being crammed into a train wagon for the journey to Sobibor, where he was separated from his wife on arrival. "I couldn't greet or kiss her anymore. We had to look straight ahead," said Schelvis, his voice breaking with emotion. Prosecutors say at least 250,000 Jews were killed at Sobibor. They accuse Demjanjuk, who was top of the Simon Wiesenthal Center's list of most-wanted war criminals, of knowingly herding thousands of Jews to their deaths at the camp. Schelvis, whose wife was gassed, said he joined a group of 80 other young men who were being sent to work at another camp, where those who found the labour too arduous were hanged. "I saw terrible things," recalled the Dutch pensioner.

http://www.edmontonjournal.com/Nazi+death+camp+horrors+recounted+crimes+trial/2374046/story.html


Répression contre des manifestants à Téhéran

PUBLICATION: Le Journal de Montréal
DATE: 2009.12.26
Les forces de sécurité iraniennes sont violemment intervenues samedi contre des protestataires dans le centre de Téhéran, selon un site web réformateur. Plusieurs personnes ont été frappées, signe de tensions croissantes à la veille de rassemblements de l'opposition destinés à marquer la fête de l'Achoura et à commémorer la mort récente du grand ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri. Le site Rah-e-Sabz site a précisé que des membres des Gardiens de la révolution et des bassidjis, miliciens pro-gouvernementaux, avaient usé de gaz lacrymogène et de gaz au poivre pour tenter de disperser les manifestants. Les vitres de plusieurs voitures qui klaxonnaient en signe de protestation ont également été brisées. Plusieurs personnes auraient été blessées. Ces informations n'ont pu être confirmées de sources indépendantes dans la mesure où le gouvernement iranien a interdit aux médias étrangers de couvrir les manifestations de l'opposition. Par ailleurs, des activistes radicaux ont interrompu un discours de l'ancien président Mohammad Khatami et ont frappé des personnes qui l'écoutaient, selon le site réformateur Salaam News, qui a fait état de plusieurs blessés. Les agresseurs criaient des slogans soutenant l'ayatollah Ali Khameini, a précisé Salaam News. 
http://www.canoe.com/infos/international/archives/2009/12/20091226-203714.html


Polish police: 5 men arrested in theft of notorious Auschwitz sign have criminal pasts 

PUBLICATION: The Winnipeg Free Press
DATE: 2009.12.21
WARSAW, Poland - The three pieces of the infamous sign proclaiming "Arbeit Macht Frei" ("Work Sets You Free)" will be welded together and restored to the main gate at the former Auschwitz death camp after an improved security system is put in place to guard against another theft. Officials at the Auschwitz memorial museum said Monday the new system would be aimed at better protecting not just the recovered sign but many other objects testifying to Nazi crimes - from two tons of human hair to a trove of written documents to the ruins of gas chambers now sinking into the earth. "The location of the sign is its only authentic one, above the gate of the former Auschwitz I camp," museum director Piotr Cywinski said. "The sign will return there as soon as possible, after ensuring the protection of its site against damage and burglary." Surveillance cameras and around-the-clock foot patrols already protect the vast 940-acre (200-hectare) site - which includes Auschwitz I, where the sign was stolen, and nearby Birkenau. But museum spokesman Jaroslaw Mensfelt said it's now clear that isn't enough and that "the future security system will have to be better."

http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/world/breakingnews/79785957.html


Nigéria: 33 morts dans des combats opposant une secte aux forces de l'ordre



PUBLICATION: La Tribune de Sherbrooke 

DATE: 2009.12.28
Trente-trois personnes ont été tuées dans des affrontements entre forces de l'ordre et membres présumés d'une secte islamiste radicale à Bauchi, dans le nord du Nigeria, a indiqué lundi à l'AFP un responsable de la Croix-Rouge nigériane. «Nous avons jusqu'à présent évacué 30 corps de membres présumés de la secte Kala-Kato vers la morgue du Bauchi Specialist Hospital, ainsi que les dépouilles de deux soldats et d'un policier, cela fait 33», a affirmé Adamu Abubakar, à la tête de la Croix-Rouge nigériane dans l'État de Bauchi. Il a indiqué que des combats avaient eu lieu entre des membres présumés de ce groupe et la police et l'armée, dans la capitale éponyme de l'État. «Cet après-midi, une équipe conjointe armée/police a envahi le quartier que le groupe utilise comme sa base et a engagé un combat, en tuant 30», a affirmé M. Abubakar. Ces affrontements dans le quartier de Zango se sont concentrés autour du domicile du dirigeant de Kala-Kato, a-t-il ajouté, sans le nommer. À la mi-journée, deux résidents de Bauchi avaient indiqué à l'AFP avoir vu quatre cadavres dans la rue. Ils avaient aussi indiqué que l'armée avait bouclé Zango.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/international/afrique/200912/28/01-934550-nigeria-33-morts-dans-des-combats-opposant-une-secte-aux-forces-de-lordre.php


Grim legacy of Liberia's most isolated town 

PUBLICATION: BBC

DATE: 2009.12.24
On 24 December 1989, rebels loyal to Charles Taylor launched their first attack on Liberian territory. The raid plunged Liberia into more than a decade of civil conflict. Art teacher Roosevelt Myers still recalls the turmoil of the attack on Butuo, a once prosperous cocoa-growing border town on Liberia’s border with Ivory Coast. He and his family were in town when Mr Taylor's troops crossed the Cestos River from Ivory Coast. "Butuo was fearful on that morning - dead bodies were all over the place and we all were scattered in the bushes when the town was under gunfire," he says. Mr Taylor's forces were citizens from the Butuo region who had fled from ethnic reprisals under President Samuel Doe. Many were living in exile, longing for the opportunity to return home. Mr Taylor himself had fled Liberia six years earlier after he was accused by the Doe regime of misappropriating state funds during his time as a senior government official. He, too, was looking a way to return home without being arrested. Mr Taylor was able to organise military training in Libya and Burkina Faso for his band of exiles, before he transported them back to Ivory Coast for the attack on Butuo. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8429962.stm
