News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Globalization, Urbanization, and Ethnicity
· An Evening with Nuruddin Farah

REPORTS – RAPPORTS 
· Sixth report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Staff abductions and regional stability in Darfur concern senior UN official
· Darfour: Des progrès considérables restent à accomplir avant les élections de 2010
· Ban names Ibrahim Gambari as new head of joint UN-AU force in Darfur
· Soudan: Premières élections multipartites - Enregistrement massif des électeurs 

· Sudan: A Forgotten Refugee Problem 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Congo court upholds death sentences for 2 Norwegians convicted of espionage, murder
· RDC: Ban condamne une attaque contre un hélicoptère des Nations Unies
· International court refuses to release former Congo VP who allegedly commanded brutal militia
· Le Conseil de sécurité reconduit pour un an les sanctions imposées en RDC

· 4 dead in Congo's capital after jail cell wall falls during attempted prison escape
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· Rwanda: CNLG Releases Report on Genocide Ideology in Schools
· En bref - 30 ans de prison pour le «banquier» du génocide»

· UN launches $7 billion appeal for humanitarian work next year 

· Tchad: L'aide humanitaire en péril à cause des bandits et des enlèvements
· UN war crimes courts call for greater efforts to seize indicted ringleaders
· Cambodge: un nouveau procureur pour le tribunal international jugeant les Khmers rouges
· Guinea: Aide Makes Attempt on Camara's Life 
· Le Sri Lanka ouvre les camps de réfugiés tamouls
· Burundi: Citing Recent Progress, Ban Urges Further Support for Peace Process
· Rwanda: Africa Should Take Lead in Apprehending Genocide Fugitives
· Court Papers Detail Killings by the Military in Guatemala

· War crimes suspect Karadzic to challenge court appointed lawyer
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

Globalization, Urbanization, and Ethnicity


DATE: 2009.12.3 – 2009.12.4
TIME/HEURE: 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Ottawa, Canada
INFORMATION: http://www.queensu.ca/edg/2009.html

With more than half the human race living in cities for the first time in history, and with the multi-ethnic and multi-cultural character of all major cities increasing rapidly, clearly thought out development of cities is one of the most crucial factors for economic growth, social cohesion and democratic governance world-wide. Yet cities are also the major focus of ethnic conflict and inter-group confrontation. How can we govern cities in ways that maintain social cohesion and draw on the assets of all cultural/ethnic groups in times of increasing diversity?


An Evening with Nuruddin Farah


DATE: 2009.12.12 
TIME/HEURE: 6:00 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: Carleton University, 5050 Minto Centre 
INFORMATION: http://www.carleton.ca/npsia/whats_new/calendar/dec_events.htm#public 


Nuruddin Farah is the author of ten novels, including From a Crooked Rib (1970), A Naked Needle (1976) followed by a series of fictional trilogies. Variations on the Theme of an African Dictatorship consists of Sweet and Sour Milk (1979), Sardines (1981) and Close Sesame (1983). The second con-tains Maps (1986), Gifts (1992) and Secrets (1998). A new trilogy begins with Links (2004) followed by Knots(2007). Yesterday, Tomorrow: Voices from the Somali Diaspora (2000) is his non-fiction account of issues of migration, displacement and exile. Farah's many awards include the Neustadt Interna-tional Prize. His books have been translated into more than 17 languages. He lives in Cape Town.

REPORTS – RAPPORTS 

Sixth report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi

PUBLICATION: United Nations Secretary General’s Reports

DATE: 2009.11.30 

INFORMATION: http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/615/67/PDF/N0961567.pdf?OpenElement 
The present report is submitted pursuant to Security Council resolution 1858(2008), by which the Council extended the mandate of the United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi (BINUB) until 31 December 2009. It covers major developments in Burundi and the implementation of the mandate of BINUB since 22 May 2009 (S/2009/270), and also confirms the findings and recommendations of the electoral needs assessment mission conducted in July.

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE
Sudan / Soudan



Staff abductions and regional stability in Darfur concern senior UN official 

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.11.30
A senior United Nations peacekeeping official today voiced “extreme” concern over the fate of two abducted staff members of the joint UN-African Union mission in Darfur (UNAMID), warning that the security situation on the war-ravaged western flank of Sudan continues to be unstable. “Carjackings and attacks on humanitarian workers have continued,” Assistant-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Edmond Mulet told the Security Council, reminding the 15-member body that the international staff members, who were kidnapped over three months ago, are still in captivity. Mr. Mulet noted that the opening of a new round of UN-backed talks on 17 November in the Qatari capital of Doha, aimed at bringing peace to Darfur, coincided with an escalation of armed clashes involving rebel militia in the region. In southern Darfur, armed Sudanese Liberation Army rebels from the Minni Minnawi faction (SLA/MM) attacked two villages, killing 11 people, and a few days later on 19 November 29 Sudanese soldiers were ambushed and killed, with both SLA/Abdul Shafie and SLA/Abdul Wahid fighters claiming responsibility. “These attacks are unacceptable and illustrate the extent to which the fragmentation of the Darfurian rebel movements continues to be a reality ¬– with obvious implications for the mediation and peace process,” Mr. Mulet said in the briefing on UNAMID.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33097&Cr=unamid&Cr1= 


Darfour: Des progrès considérables restent à accomplir avant les élections de 2010



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU 

DATE: 2009.11.30
Des progrès considérables restent à accomplir dans les mois à venir pour que les élections nationales soudanaises prévues en avril 2010 aient un sens au Darfour, a déclaré lundi devant le Conseil de sécurité le Sous-Secrétaire général aux opérations de maintien de la paix, Edmond Mulet. « Les Soudanais savent ce qu'ils ont à faire », a-t-il ajouté, tout en prévenant qu'en l'absence de tels progrès, le scrutin « pourrait avoir des conséquences importantes pour la paix ». « Le défi pour le Conseil de sécurité, les Nations Unies et l'Union africaine est d'aider les parties à parvenir à une solution politique qui traite de ces questions », a estimé M. Mulet. Le représentant du Soudan a affirmé, quant à lui, que « la confrontation militaire est belle et bien finie et que la paix a triomphé au Darfour ». Il a accusé les Nations Unies de présenter des rapports « non objectifs » et de mettre en avant des « incidents isolés » qu'il a minimisés. Convaincu que le processus politique « demeurait le seul moyen de résoudre la confrontation », il a estimé que le « seul maillon de la chaîne de paix » qui continue à faire défaut est « l'élan que pourrait donner le Conseil de sécurité » et l'« action immédiate » qu'il prendrait « contre quiconque refusant de s'engager dans le processus de paix ».

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20697&Cr=Darfour&Cr1= 


Ban names Ibrahim Gambari as new head of joint UN-AU force in Darfur 

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.2
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon seeks to appoint veteran Nigerian diplomat Ibrahim Gambari, who has most recently served as his top envoy to Myanmar, as the new head of the joint African Union-United Nations peacekeeping mission in Darfur, it was announced today. 

Mr. Gambari’s appointment as the Joint Special Representative of the mission, known as UNAMID, will be effective 1 January 2010. He has also been serving as Special Adviser on the International Compact with Iraq and Other Political Issues since March 2007, the same year he was named Special Envoy to Myanmar. Prior to that, Mr. Gambari was the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs. He was also the Special Adviser on Africa and headed the UN mission in Angola. From 1990 to 1999, he served as Nigeria’s Ambassador to the UN. 

UNAMID has been in place across Darfur since the start of last year to try to quell the fighting and humanitarian suffering that has engulfed the region since 2003. At least 300,000 people are estimated to have died from the conflict and another 2.7 million people remain displaced from their homes.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33130&Cr=unamid&Cr1= 


Soudan: Premières élections multipartites - Enregistrement massif des électeurs 



PUBLICATION: AllAfrica Global Media
DATE: 2009.12.3
Les Soudanais s'inscrivent en masse en vue des premières élections multipartites depuis 24 ans, mais l'opposition dénonce des «irrégularités» et des déplacés du Darfour refusent de participer à ce scrutin sans paix au préalable. L'enregistrement des citoyens sur les listes électorales avait, à en croire l'AFP, commencé le 1er novembre 2009 dans la plus grande indifférence à Khartoum et dans la majorité des régions du plus grand pays d'Afrique. Aucune affiche, aucune publicité n'incitait les Soudanais à demander leur carte d'électeurs. Mais un mois plus tard, onze millions de personnes s'étaient inscrites sur les listes et les autorités ont dû proroger jusqu'au 7 décembre la période d'enregistrement pour les élections présidentielle, législatives et régionales prévues en avril 2010. «C'est un score à la fois élevé et inattendu», s'est félicité une source suivant le processus et qui a requis l'anonymat. «Il y a eu un grand changement par rapport à ce que nous avions constaté au début», a dit à l'AFP Mac Maika, porte-parole de la commission électorale du Sud-Soudan. «Il y a un bon taux (d'inscription) dans plusieurs régions, le message se propage», a-t-il ajouté, soulignant néanmoins des difficultés dans l'Etat sudiste de Jonglei, en proie à de vives tensions ethniques et à des problèmes d'accès à des villages reculés.

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200912030036.html 


Sudan: A Forgotten Refugee Problem 



PUBLICATION: AllAfrica Global Media 
DATE: 2009.12.3

Eastern Sudan hosts more than 66,000 registered Eritrean refugees, the first of whom arrived in 1968 during the early years of Eritrea's war of independence against Ethiopia. These days, Eritrea's policy of indefinite military conscription, coupled with drought and poor economic opportunities, prompt some 1,800 people to cross into Sudan every month, according to the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR. "Refugees have been here for the past 30-40 years, which is two to three generations, and that is quite unique," said Peter de Clercq, the UNHCR representative in Sudan. "It is as far as we know the longest-standing refugee situation in Africa that is still protracted. That is mostly because of the political situation inside Eritrea," he said. As they planned for their big escape to Europe or Israel, asylum-seekers dreamed of a better life in Sudan. But instead, thousands woke up to the realities of the grim camp conditions, lacking food security or proper healthcare, and sharing scarce resources with Sudanese nationals. On arrival at the reception centre at Shagarab camp in Kassala state, near the Eritrean border, they are not immediately provided with proper shelter. Only when their refugee status is confirmed, which can take four to six weeks, are they able to move into tents or huts, which they often have to build themselves... 
http://allafrica.com/stories/200912030602.html 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


Congo court upholds death sentences for 2 Norwegians convicted of espionage, murder 

PUBLICATION: CPW
DATE: 2009.12.3
A Congolese court has upheld death sentences for two Norwegians convicted of espionage and murder, U.N. radio said Thursday, prompting condemnation from Norwegian officials. 

Radio Okapi said a military court in Kisangani announced the decision on Thursday. Norwegian media identified the two as Tjostolv Moland and Joshua French. The two men, both former Norwegian soldiers, were convicted in May of murdering their driver and attempting to murder a witness. The alleged motive behind the killing is unknown. Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere condemned the decision. Norway does not have the death penalty. ``I object strongly to these new sentences in Kisangani,'' he said. ``Norway is against the death penalty in principle, and I will contact the Democratic Republic of Congo's foreign minister as soon as possible to relay this message.'' The court also convicted them of spying for Norway because they were carrying military ID cards at the time. The Norwegian government has denied that the men were Norwegian spies. ``Norway is not a party in this case,'' Stoere said. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091204/cpw/091204FF.htm 


RDC: Ban condamne une attaque contre un hélicoptère des Nations Unies



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.11.28
Le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, a condamné une attaque contre un hélicoptère des Nations Unies jeudi dans l'ouest de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) au cours de laquelle trois Casques bleus, un pilote civil et un policier congolais ont été blessés. La Mission des Nations Unies en RDC (MONUC) aide le gouvernement congolais à protéger les civils affectés par des affrontements violents dans le village de Dongo, dans la Province de l'Equateur. Ces affrontements ont entraîné le déplacement de dizaines de milliers de civils et causé la mort de dizaines de villageois et de policiers depuis fin octobre. "Le Secrétaire général appelle le gouvernement de la RDC à garantir que les auteurs de l'attaque contre la MONUC soient poursuivis", a dit sa porte-parole dans une déclaration publiée vendredi. M. Ban a aussi encouragé le gouvernement congolais à prendre des mesures pour résoudre de manière pacifique les questions qui ont suscité ces affrontements et il a promis l'assistance de la MONUC à ce sujet.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20685&Cr=congo&Cr1= 


International court refuses to release former Congo VP who allegedly commanded brutal militia 

PUBLICATION: CPW 
DATE: 2009.12.2
International Criminal Court appeals judges on Wednesday reversed a decision to release the former vice-president of Congo from custody, ordering him to stay in jail until he is tried for allegedly commanding a brutal militia. The court in August ordered Jean-Pierre Bemba freed, saying he would otherwise spend too much time in custody after his arrest in May 2008. 

But appeals judge Akua Kuenyehia ruled Wednesday there was a risk Bemba would flee if released. ``The potential length of sentence if he is convicted is a further incentive for him to abscond,'' Kuenyehia said. Bemba faces a possible lengthy prison sentence, although the court's statutes mention no maximum term. Bemba did not react to the decision and said nothing at the brief hearing, but one of his lawyers told reporters they would continue to fight for his release. 

``We expect this issue to be examined again by the pretrial judges,'' said attorney Aime Kilolo. 

Bemba faces five counts of murder, rape and pillage for allegedly commanding a militia responsible for atrocities in the Central African Republic. That country's president at the time, Ange-Felix Patasse, had appealed to Bemba's militia for help in defeating a coup. He has not entered a plea ahead of his trial, which is scheduled to start April 27 next year. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091203/cpw/09120328.htm 


Le Conseil de sécurité reconduit pour un an les sanctions imposées en RDC



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU

DATE: 2009.11.30
Le Conseil de sécurité a reconduit lundi jusqu'au 30 novembre 2010 les sanctions qu'il avait précédemment imposées contre la République démocratique du Congo (RDC), et a prorogé jusqu'à la même date le mandat du Groupe d'experts associé à la mise en place du régime de sanctions. Par la résolution 1896 (2009) adoptée à l'unanimité, le Conseil de sécurité, agissant en vertu du Chapitre VII de la Charte des Nations Unies, décide de reconduire jusqu'au 30 novembre 2010 les mesures sur les armes en matière de transport et financières, précédemment imposées, notamment dans ses résolutions 1807 et 1857. Le Conseil décide en outre d'élargir le mandat de son Comité créé par la résolution 1533 (2004) pour prendre, dans un délai maximum de six mois, des « directives visant à faciliter la mise en œuvre des mesures imposées par la présente résolution, et les réexaminer activement et autant que nécessaire » pour « procéder régulièrement à des consultations avec les États Membres concernés de façon à assurer la pleine application des mesures » et pour « préciser les informations nécessaires que les États Membres doivent fournir pour s'acquitter » de leur obligation de notification. Le Conseil de sécurité a prié par ailleurs le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, de « proroger, pour une période prenant fin le 30 novembre 2010, le mandat du Groupe d'experts créé en application de la résolution 1533 (2004) ». 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20694&Cr=Congo&Cr1= 


4 dead in Congo's capital after jail cell wall falls during attempted prison escape 

PUBLICATION: CPW
DATE: 2009.11.30
A police official says four people died when a jail cell wall fell on them during an attempted prison escape in Congo's capital. Inspector General Jean-de-Dieu Oleko said Monday that police are now investigating the deaths. He denied that the prisoners died of suffocation due to congestion. Eight others were taken to the hospital after the inmates attempted to escape from the Lufungula police barracks' jail on Friday during a power cut. Le Phare, a local newspaper, reported Monday that the prison had been housing more than 100 while it only had the capacity to hold 30. Human rights groups have cited poor prison conditions as a reason for so many escape attempts. Last month, more 100 inmates escaped from jails in eastern Congo. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091201/cpw/09120104.htm 
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


Rwanda: CNLG Releases Report on Genocide Ideology in Schools 

PUBLICATION: AllAfrica Global Media
DATE: 2009.12.4

A pilot study on the progress in the campaign to uproot Genocide ideology in schools indicates that the vice originates from students' families and communities neighboring the schools. The survey was conducted by the National Commission for the Fight against Genocide (CNLG) in collaboration with the La Benevolencia, a Non Governmental Organization. Although there has been progress in eradicating the ideology, several officials have apportioned blame on some teachers for taking part in spreading this vice. At the launch of the report, the headmaster of APECOM a secondary school in Gatsibo, Fredric Mugenzi, said that during the 15th commemoration of the 1994 against the Tutsi, he ordered all teachers to stop teaching but one of them Jean Bosco Gatsinzi decided to pick out a few students and continued with classes. "I raised the issue with authorities after some students complained to me, he was arrested but later released and am now being ordered to pay him all his salary arrears and re-employ him; these are some of the challenges we are facing," said Mugenzi. Several other school heads revealed damning information in their schools regarding the ideology but all said that there have been efforts to eradicate the vice. "Lessons are being conducted in schools with an aim of encouraging students to desist from the ideology; we intend to increase the sensitization not only in schools, but also in communities." Jean de Dieu Mucyo, the Executive Secretary of CNLG said.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200912040034.html 



En bref - 30 ans de prison pour le «banquier» du génocide» 

PUBLICATION: Le Devoir 
DATE: 2009.12.2
Le Rwandais Ephrem Nkezabera, surnommé le «banquier du génocide», a été condamné hier à 30 ans de réclusion par la cour d'assises de Bruxelles pour crimes de guerre, dont des meurtres et des viols, commis durant le génocide de 1994 dans son pays. Souffrant d'un cancer, Ephrem Nkezabera, 57 ans, ancien directeur de la Banque commerciale du Rwanda, n'a pas assisté à son procès, qui s'était ouvert début novembre. Il est actuellement en liberté conditionnelle. Après la lecture du verdict, la cour d'assises n'a pas réclamé son arrestation, en raison précisément de cet état de santé. Le procureur fédéral Michel Yernaux, qui avait réclamé 30 ans de réclusion, avait surtout insisté dans son réquisitoire en début d'après-midi sur l'aspect «symbolique» de la peine. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091202/le/0912021L.htm 


UN launches $7 billion appeal for humanitarian work next year

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.11.30
The United Nations today appealed for more than $7.1 billion over the coming year to assist 48 million people across 25 countries whose lives have been wrecked by conflict and natural disasters, with the largest amount – over $1 billion – sought for Sudan. “Our aim is to help people survive the coming year, and start working their way out of vulnerability towards the dignity, safety and self-sufficiency to which every human being has a right,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said in the foreword to the 2010 Consolidated Humanitarian Appeal. Launched today in Geneva by Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes, the appeal covers 12 of the world’s most severe, prolonged crises: Afghanistan, the Central African Republic (CAR), Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Kenya, the occupied Palestinian territory, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, West Africa, Yemen and Zimbabwe. 

The 2010 appeal is the biggest launched since the creation of the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) in 1991. Last year the appeal sought $7 billion, which was then a record.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33095&Cr=ocha&Cr1=appeal 


Tchad: L'aide humanitaire en péril à cause des bandits et des enlèvements



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.12.1
Le Bureau de la coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA) a lancé mardi un cri d'alarme face à l'insécurité croissante qui menace les populations les plus vulnérables et le personnel des organisations humanitaires installées dans l'est du Tchad. Près de 70 organisations humanitaires portent au secours à 256.700 réfugiés soudanais victimes du conflit au Darfour et à 168.000 personnes déplacées qui vivent dans des conditions extrêmement précaires aggravées par la sécheresse et la famine qui sévit dans l'est du pays. L'OCHA rappelle que récemment un employé du Comité international de la Croix-Rouge (CICR) et deux employés humanitaires français ont été enlevés dans la région et que deux organisations non-gouvernementales ont été attaquées. Les prises d'otage ont modifié les modes opératoires des organisations humanitaires qui ont réduit leurs déplacements dans les zones dangereuses comme celles d'Assoungha et de Dar Silva. L'OCHA note que l'insécurité dans la région affecte ainsi près de 96.500 personnes. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20710&Cr=Tchad&Cr1= 


UN war crimes courts call for greater efforts to seize indicted ringleaders 

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.3
Top officials of the United Nations war crimes tribunals today called for Serbia’s “critical” cooperation in capturing the two remaining top fugitives accused of atrocities in the Balkan conflicts of the 1990s and denounced Kenya for failing to cooperate in the case of a major suspect in the Rwandan genocide of 1994. “The arrest of Ratko Mladic [Bosnian Serb military chief in Bosnia and Herzegovina] and the other remaining fugitive [Serb politician] Goran Hadžic remains one of my office’s foremost priorities,” International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) Prosecutor Serge Brammertz told the Security Council, noting progress in Serbia’s cooperation in providing more effective access to documents. 

But, he added in a regular six-monthly briefing, “The most critical aspect of Serbia’s cooperation is the need to apprehend the fugitives… Serbia must maintain these efforts [tracking operations] with the clear objective of apprehending the fugitives.” Mr. Mladic faces numerous charges, including genocide, extermination, murder, persecutions, deportation, taking of hostages and inflicting terror on civilians, particularly in connection with massacre of up to 8,000 Muslim men and boys in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the supposedly “safe haven” of Srebrenica in July 1995 in one of the most notorious events of the Balkan wars.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33137&Cr=icty&Cr1= 


Cambodge: un nouveau procureur pour le tribunal international jugeant les Khmers rouges



PUBLICATION: PCF 

DATE: 2009.12.2

Le tribunal chargé de juger les responsables du génocide des khmers rouges au Cambodge, notamment "Duch", a annoncé mercredi avoir nommé un nouveau procureur international. 

Le Britannique Andrew T. Caley, qui a notamment exercé ses fonctions lors du procès de l'ancien président libérien Charles Taylor, succède au Canadien Robert Petit, qui avait quitté son poste en septembre. Le tribunal, connu comme les chambres extraordinaires des cours du Cambodge, est composé d'équipes de juges, de procureurs et d'avocats étrangers et de cambodgiens. Des tractations politiques entre les deux parties ont entraîné de nombreux retards, sur fond d'accusation de corruption des employés cambodgiens du tribunal. Le verdict dans le procès de l'ancien chef khmer rouge de la prison S-21, jugé à Phnom Penh pour la mort de milliers de personnes lors du génocide cambodgien dans les années 70, devrait être rendu au début de l'année prochaine. Le tribunal international a requis 40 ans de détention. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091203/pcf/0912030F.htm 


Guinea: Aide Makes Attempt on Camara's Life 



PUBLICATION: AllAfrica Global Media
DATE: 2009.12.4
An attempt has been made on the life of the head of the military junta in Guinea, Moussa Dadis Camara.  According to newspaper reports, he sustained severe head injuries when shot by an aide de camp, Aboubacar Toumba Diakité.Le Soleil of Dakar reports that the junta's secretary of state, Tiegboro Camara, confirmed in a radio broadcast that Diakité has been placed under arrest. But he refused to give any reasons, saying they were considered "state secrets". Many witnesses to the September 28 massacre in Conakry, carried out by members of the presidential guard when suppressing protest against the military, singled out Aboubacar Toumba Diakité as the commander who ordered the shooting. Fasozine newspaper of Ouagadougou reports that although the reason for Diakité's action remains uncertain, many Guineans believe that it is a result of Camara placing the blame for the September 28 massacre on his shoulders.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200912040260.html 


Le Sri Lanka ouvre les camps de réfugiés tamouls



PUBLICATION: PCF
DATE: 2009.12.1
Le Sri Lanka a donné son autorisation mardi d'ouvrir les camps sordides où survivaient près de 127.000 réfugiés tamouls emprisonnés depuis la fin de la guerre civile il y a six mois, a annoncé un responsable. Près de 300.000 personnes fuyant la guerre avaient été enfermées dans des camps dans les derniers mois d'affrontements entre le gouvernement et les rebelles des Tigres tamouls qui ont été défaits en mai dernier. Ces réfugiés étaient retenus contre leur gré dans ces camps entourés de barbelés et gardés par des soldats. Le gouvernement assurait qu'ils n'avaient pas été blanchis de tout lien avec les rebelles et que leur village devait être déminé avant leur retour. Des groupes de défense des droits de l'homme avaient appelé à la libération de ces civils, jugeant qu'il s'agissait d'une forme de punition collective contre un groupe ethnique. 

La moitié d'entre eux avaient été libérés les mois derniers grâce à ces pressions des associations et des gouvernements étrangers.

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091202/pcf/0912020U.htm 



Burundi: Citing Recent Progress, Ban Urges Further Support for Peace Process 

PUBLICATION: AllAfrica Global Media
DATE: 2009.12.3
The peace process in Burundi has witnessed significant progress in recent months but the country needs help to ensure successful elections next year and to tackle challenges such as human rights abuses, corruption and weak institutions, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says in a new report. "Next year is crucial," Mr. Ban writes in his sixth report to the Security Council on the UN Integrated Office in Burundi (BINUB), which is helping to promote peace and stability in the country following a brutal civil war. "Burundi must be assisted to ensure that the gains achieved so far are consolidated before, during and after the 2010 elections, so the country can continue on the path of national reconciliation, democratic and accountable governance, and development," he adds. In 2005 more than 90 per cent of Burundians approved a new constitution and separate ballots were held for parliamentary seats and for the presidency. Next year voters will choose a president, parliamentary lawmakers and local representatives. Noting that it is primarily the responsibility of the Government and its national partners to create the "propitious" conditions for the elections, he commends political leaders for adopting an electoral code that enjoys wide consensus and is encouraged by President Pierre Nkurunziza's assurance that the polls will be free, fair and peaceful. At the same time, he remains concerned about reports on restrictions to the freedom of assembly and expression of opposition parties imposed by local authorities, and by the reports on militant activities of youth groups allegedly associated with certain political parties that are generating fear and suspicion.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200912040035.html 


Rwanda: Africa Should Take Lead in Apprehending Genocide Fugitives 

PUBLICATION: AllAfrica Global Media
DATE: 2009.12.2
There have been reports to the effect that some African countries are reluctant to arrest fugitives suspected to have played a role in the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi. Much of this criticism is directed towards countries in South and West Africa where suspected perpetrators are safely residing. Though Rwanda has repeatedly placed the suspects under red notice and issued indictments, all these endeavors seem to be falling on deaf ears. This has partly prompted a continental Non Governmental Organization, "Africa Internally Displaced Persons' Voice" to demand action from the African governments. Rwanda has to-date issued more than 25 indictments against fugitives living in the countries of Mozambique, Zambia, Malawi, Kenya, Uganda, DRC, Cote D'Ivoire and Gabon but none of these suspects has been brought to book. It's hard to believe that Western countries are showing more commitment in apprehending these fugitives than our own brothers and sisters on the Africa continent. It's indeed a shame that countries as far as Canada are heeding to the call than our backdoor neighbors. The Prosecution Department receives a delegation of investigators, almost every week, from Europe and North America eager to unearth the truth behind these indictments, but hardly has any African nation sent in a delegation.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200912020098.html 


Court Papers Detail Killings by the Military in Guatemala



PUBLICATION: The New York Times 
DATE: 2009.12.4
There are almost 200 pages of platoon reports, and they each repeat a similar story: A military patrol enters a Mayan village in the Guatemalan region of El Quiche in the summer of 1982. The soldiers arrest anybody who does not flee in time and "eliminate" anybody who tries to escape. Then they burn the houses, destroy the crops and kill the livestock. "A woman was found hiding in a ditch and realizing her presence, the point man fired, killing her and two 'chocolates,' " one report reads. According to eyewitnesses, the "chocolates" were two children she was protecting. The reports are part of a secret Guatemalan military file entered into evidence this week in a genocide case against Gen. Efrain Rios Montt, the former Guatemalan dictator, and seven other top military officers. The case was filed in Spain almost a decade ago by a Nobel Peace laureate, Rigoberta Menchu, and other survivors of military attacks during the nation's long civil war. In clipped, military language, the records document Operation Sofia, one element of the counterinsurgency campaign waged against leftist guerrilla forces. The offensive sent hundreds of soldiers from different bases against the guerrillas, whose numbers the military estimated at fewer than 100 in the Ixil area, where Operation Sofia was centered.About 200,000 people died during Guatemala's 36-year civil war, which formally ended with a 1996 peace agreement. The violence reached its peak under Mr. Rios Montt, who took power in a coup in 1982. A United Nations commission found in 1999 that the Guatemalan Army had committed "massacres, human rights violations and other atrocities" against Mayan communities that "illustrated a government policy of genocide." The reports entered into evidence this week offer terse summaries of the actions that summer in El Quiche. The soldiers go looking for guerrillas but seldom find any. Occasionally, they take fire from the guerrillas, who almost always seem to get away. Instead, they find what they call irregular local forces, which include women, children and the elderly, all of whom, the reports conclude, have been indoctrinated by the guerrillas... 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091204/nytm/0912044M.htm 



War crimes suspect Karadzic to challenge court appointed lawyer



PUBLICATION: CPW 
DATE: 2009.12.3
Radovan Karadzic will challenge the appointment of a lawyer to represent him at his war crimes trial, his spokesman says. The former Bosnian Serb political leader plans to conduct his own courtroom defence against genocide and other war crimes charges stemming from the breakup of the former Yugoslavia. But judges ordered a court-appointed lawyer after Karadzic boycotted the opening day of the trial in October, forcing a postponement to March. Karadzic spokesman Peter Robinson said Thursday Karadzic will file a complaint rejecting his court-appointed British lawyer, Richard Harvey. Karadzic has not entered a formal plea to 11 charges for alleged atrocities in Bosnia including killing civilians at Sarajevo and massacring Muslims at Srebrenica. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091204/cpw/09120442.htm 

