News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· An Evening with Nuruddin Farah

· Can Development Programming Reduce Armed Violence?
INFORMATION
· Mobilizing the Will to Intervene 
REPORTS – RAPPORTS 
· Sixth report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi
· Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Security Sector Reform in Sri Lanka
· Thirtieth report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Darfur blue helmets committed to staying the course, despite attacks – UN

· Le Procureur de la CPI se réjouit de la marginalisation du Président soudanais
· UN, US group condemn Sudan crackdown on pro-reform rally, detention of southern politicians
· Darfour: Ban appelle Al-Bachir après deux attaques contre la MINUAD
· Sudan: Unrest Follows Arrest of Opposition Leaders
· Soudan: L'ONU appelle les autorités à apaiser le climat politique

· Gift sent to Abdelrazik while in Sudan returned because "unknown at embassy"
· Le sommet Afrique-France bute sur le Soudan
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· Global minerals, arms smuggling networks fuel DR Congo conflict – UN report
· RDC: Progrès inégaux dans la stabilisation de la situation dans l'est – Ban
· Efforts to thwart rebels in eastern DR Congo a mixed bag, says Ban

· RDC: La MONUC renforce ses positions dans le nord-ouest
· Canadian cash funds Congo war: UN report
· U.N. Told Not to Join Congo Army In Operation
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· UN war crimes tribunal postpones start of trial of Serb charged with genocide in Srebrenica
· Burundi: Préoccupation concernant le financement des élections de 2010

· Genocide 101; One Toronto history course is known to make students cry, and then feel empowered. Its focus? Humanity's worst acts
· La Somalie frappée au coeur: 22 morts
· Embargo as genocide? Cuban horror story is less simple than it seems
· Karadzic maintains calls for 'immunity' recognition
· UN crisis relief fund raises record $424 million in pledges as needs mount
· How can we stop mass killings in failing states?

· Local judges in eastern Chad receive UN training to combat impunity

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

An Evening with Nuruddin Farah


DATE: 2009.12.12 
TIME/HEURE: 6:00 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: Carleton University, 5050 Minto Centre 
INFORMATION: http://www.carleton.ca/npsia/whats_new/calendar/dec_events.htm#public 


Nuruddin Farah is the author of ten novels, including From a Crooked Rib (1970), A Naked Needle (1976) followed by a series of fictional trilogies. Variations on the Theme of an African Dictatorship consists of Sweet and Sour Milk (1979), Sardines (1981) and Close Sesame (1983). The second con-tains Maps (1986), Gifts (1992) and Secrets (1998). A new trilogy begins with Links (2004) followed by Knots(2007). Yesterday, Tomorrow: Voices from the Somali Diaspora (2000) is his non-fiction account of issues of migration, displacement and exile. Farah's many awards include the Neustadt Interna-tional Prize. His books have been translated into more than 17 languages. He lives in Cape Town.

Can Development Programming Reduce Armed Violence?



DATE: 2009.12.14
TIME/HEURE: 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (lunch will be provided) 

LOCATION/LIEU: CCIC Boardroom, 450 Rideau St., Ste. 200, Ottawa
INFORMATION & REGISTRATION: Maribel Gonzales at mgonzales@ploughshares.ca 


Field Experience and Implications for International Policy presented by the Small Arms Working Group of Peacebuild in collaboration with the Canadian Council for International Co-operation (CCIC). Using highlights of findings from recent research on peacebuilding, development, and humanitarian assistance programmes in Kenya, Uganda, and Sudan as a point of departure, the workshop aims to explore experiences of the Canadian development community in promoting practical armed violence prevention and reduction programmes in their development activities and to look at current international and NGO policy for armed violence reduction and development programming.
REPORTS – RAPPORTS 

Sixth report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi

PUBLICATION: United Nations Secretary General’s Reports

DATE: 2009.11.30 

INFORMATION: http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/615/67/PDF/N0961567.pdf?OpenElement 
The present report is submitted pursuant to Security Council resolution 1858(2008), by which the Council extended the mandate of the United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi (BINUB) until 31 December 2009. It covers major developments in Burundi and the implementation of the mandate of BINUB since 22 May 2009 (S/2009/270), and also confirms the findings and recommendations of the electoral needs assessment mission conducted in July.


Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Security Sector Reform in Sri Lanka


PUBLICATION: Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces 

DATE: 2009.11.24 

INFORMATION: http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/DCAF_SriLanka_PostConflictReconstruction_SecuritySectorReform.pdf 
This report by the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces offers an analysis of the background and context within which SSR has evolved in Sri Lanka. It is divided into three sections. The first section offers an overview of the civil conflict in Sri Lanka and the context within which it took place. In the second section, Sri Lanka's security sector is analyzed in greater detail and the overall consequences of the conflict for the country's security apparatus are analyzed. Special attention is given to the Defence Review Committee. The third section addresses issues pertaining to security sector governance in Sri Lanka, highlighting challenges and identifying entry points for SSR.


Thirtieth report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo



PUBLICATION: United Nations Secretary General’s Reports

DATE: 2009.12.4 

INFORMATION: http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/625/89/PDF/N0962589.pdf?OpenElement 
The present report is submitted pursuant to resolution 1856 (2008), by which the Security Council extended the mandate of the United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) until 31 December 2009. The report covers developments in the Democratic Republic of the Congo since the most recent report of 18 September 2009 (S/2009/472) until 25 November 2009.

INFORMATION



Mobilizing the Will to Intervene 


PUBLICATION: Vanguard – Canada’s Premier Defence and Security Magazine 
ARTICLE: http://www.vanguardcanada.com/WillToInterveneMatthewsDallaire 
More than fifteen years after the appalling slaughter of the Rwandan Genocide, in which no less than 800,000 innocent civilians lost their lives, governments the world over have still not developed national strategies for the prevention of mass atrocity crimes. Decision makers continue to cling to an outdated and traditional view of the national interest that relegates the prevention of mass atrocities as a secondary foreign policy priority... 
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE
Sudan / Soudan


Darfur blue helmets committed to staying the course, despite attacks – UN



PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.9
Morale among peacekeepers in the war-torn Sudanese region of Darfur remains high, despite the recent attacks that have claimed the lives of five blue helmets, a top United Nations official said today. Two attacks in as many days, roundly condemned by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and others, resulted in the deaths of five Rwandan peacekeepers serving with the joint African Union-United Nations mission in Darfur (UNAMID). “The force remains very committed and it’s clear that they will continue their job,” Alain LeRoy, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, told reporters in New York today. Troops are on high alert in the wake of the attacks, but they are pressing ahead with their work “which is for the sake of peace and protection of the people of Darfur,” he stressed. At least 300,000 people are estimated to have died and 2.7 million more have been driven from their homes in the fighting between the Government, its militia allies and various armed groups. The deaths of the Rwandan peacekeepers bring the total number of peacekeepers who have lost their lives in Darfur since UNAMID deployed at the start of 2008 to 22. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33201&Cr=darfur&Cr1= 


Le Procureur de la CPI se réjouit de la marginalisation du Président soudanais

PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2009.12.4
Le Procureur de la Cour pénale internationale (CPI), Luis Moreno-Ocampo, s'est réjoui vendredi devant le Conseil de sécurité du processus de marginalisation du Président soudanais Omar Al-Bachir qui fait l'objet d'un mandat d'arrêt par la CPI pour crimes contre l'humanité commis contre les populations civiles du Darfour (Soudan). « Le processus de marginalisation des criminels poursuivis par la Cour pénale internationale, s'il est résolument maintenu, marque la voie vers la mise en œuvre finale du mandat d'arrêt de la Cour », a-t-il dit. Le Procureur qui présentait devant les membres du Conseil de sécurité son rapport semestriel sur les activités de son Bureau, leur a demandé un « plein soutien », rappelant que le Soudan continuait de refuser de coopérer avec la Cour en violation de la résolution 1593 du Conseil. Dans son exposé, M. Moreno-Ocampo a accusé le Président Al-Bachir d'utiliser « tout l'appareil de l'État soudanais pour conduire une campagne diplomatique et de communication contre la Cour » et pour « censurer l'information sur les crimes commis ».

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20743&Cr=Darfour&Cr1= 


UN, US group condemn Sudan crackdown on pro-reform rally, detention of southern politicians


PUBLICATION: CPW  

DATE: 2009.12.7

The U.N. and a U.S. advocacy group warned that the detention of three senior southern Sudanese politicians during a crackdown Monday on pro-reform protesters in Khartoum could undermine the country's upcoming elections and its fragile north-south peace deal. Police fired tear gas and used batons to break up a rally in the Sudanese capital that saw thousands calling for reforms ahead of April's presidential and national elections. Authorities had banned the gathering and deployed security and military troops in and around the suburb of Omdurman ahead of the event. 

The protest was organized by the main southern Sudan's People Liberation Movement, and several northern opposition parties. They called on President Omar al-Bashir's ruling northern party to amend laws necessary to ensure free and fair elections. Following the violence in Khartoum, angry residents in the southern town of Wau set fire to an office belonging to the ruling northern party, according to Yambio Joel, who said he saw the torching from his office window. The U.N. representative to Sudan, Ashraf Qazi, expressed concern over the violence and said it comes at a ``very critical'' stage in Sudan. ``These developments could have adverse implications'' on the north-south deal, he said. The 2010 elections are a key component of the 2005 peace deal which ended more than 20-years of civil war between the north and south. The peace deal established a semiautonomous south and called for national and presidential elections. 

The vote is also expected to pave the way for a referendum the following year in which the south would chose whether to secede from the north. Two million people died in the civil war, which devastated the country's oil-rich south. The north-south conflict is separate from the war in the western Darfur region, which has killed more than 300,000 people over the past six years. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091208/cpw/0912084F.htm 



Darfour: Ban appelle Al-Bachir après deux attaques contre la MINUAD 

PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU 

DATE: 2009.12.7
Le Secrétaire général des Nations Unies, Ban Ki-moon, a appelé dimanche le Président du Soudan, Omar Al-Bachir, face à la détérioration de la situation sécuritaire au Darfour, après deux embuscades au cours desquelles cinq casques bleus ont trouvé la mort et cinq autres ont été blessés. Lors de cette conversation téléphonique, il a également pressé le chef de l'Etat soudanais de faire le maximum pour obtenir la libération de deux membres de l'Opération hybride Union africaine-ONU au Darfour (MINUAD) retenus en otage depuis cent jours, l'un d'entre eux étant gravement malade, a indiqué lundi le porte-parole de M. Ban, Martin Nesirky. Le porte-parole a précisé que le Secrétaire général avait exigé que les auteurs des attaques, survenues vendredi et samedi, soient appréhendés et traduits en justice. L'une des deux attaques s'est produite à 300 mètres seulement d'un poste de contrôle soudanais et à deux kilomètres d'un camp de la MINUAD. Le président Al-Bachir a assuré M. Ban qu'il avait donné des instructions pour que les auteurs des attaques soient arrêtés. Il a aussi affirmé que tout était fait pour obtenir la libération des deux otages enlevés le 29 août dernier.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20751&Cr=Darfour&Cr1= 


Sudan: Unrest Follows Arrest of Opposition Leaders


PUBLICATION: New York Times  

DATE: 2009.12.8

The police arrested several top opposition leaders at a protest in the capital, Khartoum, on Monday. Opposition supporters then burned down at least one office and possibly two belonging to the governing party, and by early evening the authorities released the opposition leaders. Sudan is gearing up for its first nationwide multi-party election in decades, scheduled for April, and tensions have been steadily building across the country.
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091208/nytm/0912082I.htm 



Soudan: L'ONU appelle les autorités à apaiser le climat politique



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU 

DATE: 2009.12.7
Le Représentant spécial du Secrétaire général pour le Soudan, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, s'est dit préoccupé à la suite des interpellations brutales ayant visé des opposants, des militants de la société civile et des responsables politiques lors de manifestations lundi dans la capitale soudanaise, Khartoum. Il a aussi fait part de sa préoccupation à la suite de l'incendie du siège du Parti du Congrès national (NCP, au pouvoir). Parmi les personnes passées à tabac, figuraient des dirigeants du Mouvement populaire de libération du Soudan (SPLM, ex-rebelles sudistes). Le Représentant spécial a souligné que ces événements risquaient d'avoir des conséquences néfastes sur la mise en oeuvre de l'Accord de paix global entre le gouvernement central et les représentants du Sud-Soudan. Il a rappelé qu'ils survenaient à un moment particulièrement critique dans les négociations entre le SPLM et le NCP au sujet de l'Accord de paix et les suites du processus en cours. M. Qazi a rappelé l'importance de respecter les droits politiques et les libertés, particulièrement dans la perspective des élections de 2010 et du référendum prévu l'année suivante sur l'éventuelle sécession du Sud du pays. Il s'est toutefois félicité de la libération des chefs du SPLM, ainsi que de l'appel au calme et à la retenue lancé par le premier vice-président Salva Kiir.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20754&Cr=Soudan&Cr1= 



Gift sent to Abdelrazik while in Sudan returned because "unknown at embassy"


PUBLICATION: CPW  

DATE: 2009.12.6

Abousfian Abdelrazik's ordeal gained national attention last year, as supporters fought for the Sudanese-Canadian to return home to Canada after his six year ordeal trapped in Sudan. 

But it seems that not everyone at the Canadian Embassy in Khartoum, where Abdelrazik stayed for a year, knew about their house guest, or they had simply forgot. At least that's what the red scribble on a care package sent to Abdelrazik seemed to indicate. A gift sent months ago to Abdelrazik by supporters in Montreal was returned to the group recently because the recipient was “unknown at embassy.” “We were all surprised,” said Maria Forti, a member for Project Fly Home, which campaigned for Abdelrazik's return to Canada. “He was probably the most surprised because he had known the people at the embassy, because he had been living there for about a year,” she said, about the mysterious message written on the box. “It was absurd, and I had a lot of frustration about that. For me, it's a big lack of respect towards Abousfian,” Emilie Breton, also a member of Project Fly Home said, adding she felt enraged that a simple gift from friends could be refused. The package was sent in April as a way of keeping Abdelrazik's spirits high, as he battled Canadian officials for his right to return home. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091207/cpw/09120757.htm 



Le sommet Afrique-France bute sur le Soudan


PUBLICATION: Le Monde  

DATE: 2009.12.11

Les préparatifs du premier sommet Afrique - France de la présidence de Nicolas Sarkozy, prévu en février 2010 à Charm Al Cheikh en Egypte, se transforment en casse-tête diplomatique. Paris est placé devant un dilemme, qui met sous tension ses relations avec le président égyptien, Hosni Moubarak. Celui-ci doit déjeuner le 14 décembre à l'Elysée avec M. Sarkozy. Le problème porte sur la présence au sommet Afrique - France du président du Soudan, Omar Al-Bachir : elle est exigée par l'Egypte, puissance invitante, ce qui plonge l'Elysée dans l'embarras. Le dirigeant soudanais est en effet visé depuis mars 2009 par un mandat d'arrêt délivré par la Cour pénale internationale (CPI), pour " crimes de guerre et crimes contre l'humanité " perpétrés au Darfour. Il n'est " pas question que Nicolas Sarkozy serre la main d'un chef d'Etat recherché par la CPI ", assurait-t-on mercredi dans l'entourage du président français. En ajoutant que le déjeuner avec le président Moubarak pourrait décider du sort du sommet. Le calendrier retenu jusqu'à présent (mois de février) ne sera pas tenu, indique-t-on de même source. Si l'Egypte persiste à vouloir inviter le président soudanais, la France pourrait se rabattre sur " une position de repli " et demander que le sommet se tienne dans un autre pays africain. Une trentaine de pays africains sont parties à la CPI et endossent à ce titre l'obligation juridique d'arrêter sur leur territoire le président Al-Bachir. L'Egypte, qui a déjà accueilli sur son sol le dirigeant soudanais frappé d'un mandat d'arrêt, n'est pas signataire des statuts de Rome fondant la CPI. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091211/lm/0912110K.htm 
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


Global minerals, arms smuggling networks fuel DR Congo conflict – UN report 

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.7
Minerals and arms smuggling worth millions of dollars persists in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) despite international sanctions, fuelling rebel strength despite national army operations, and army and rebel soldiers continue to kill civilians, according to a new United Nations report that calls on the Security Council to take action to plug the gaps. The independent Group of Experts monitoring UN sanctions on the DRC reports that the mainly Rwandan Hutu rebels of the Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR) continue to exploit gold and cassiterite in North and South Kivu provinces with the help of trading networks in Uganda, Burundi and the United Arab Emirates, while irregular arms deliveries have come from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Sudan. End buyers for cassiterite include the Malaysia Smelting Corporation and the Thailand Smelting and Refining Company, which is held by United Kingdom-based Amalgamated Metals Corporation, the experts add. The rebels also get weapons leaked to them from the army itself while the rebel diaspora abroad, particularly in Europe, coordinates fundraising and operations. “The increasing rate of FDLR combatant defections and FDLR temporary removal from many of its bases are only a partial success, considering that the armed group has regrouped in a number of locations in the Kivus, and continues to recruit new fighters,” they write of the army’s offensive, noting that the rebels continue to benefit from residual but significant support from top army commanders and external support networks in Burundi and Tanzania.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33173&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo 


RDC: Progrès inégaux dans la stabilisation de la situation dans l'est - Ban



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.12.8
Les progrès accomplis ces derniers mois dans plusieurs domaines très importants pour la stabilisation de la situation dans l'est de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) ont été inégaux, estime le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, dans un rapport publié mardi. 

« L'amélioration constante des relations entre ce pays et ses voisins doit être saluée et j'encourage les gouvernements de l'Ouganda, de la RDC et du Rwanda à persévérer dans cette bonne voie », écrit M. Ban dans ce rapport remis au Conseil de sécurité. Selon lui, si l'opération Kimia II menée contre les rebelles du FDLR a remporté des succès militaires importants, elle a eu pour corollaire un coût humanitaire élevé. « Le passage à une nouvelle phase devrait permettre d'atténuer les répercussions de cette opération sur la population civile, tout en maintenant la pression sur les FDLR », ajoute-t-il. En outre, malgré quelques progrès, modestes, sur le plan de la mise en œuvre de la politique de tolérance zéro du gouvernement de la RDC au sein des forces armées congolaises (FARDC), certains éléments de l'armée nationale ont été responsables de violations très graves des droits de l'homme. Le Secrétaire général demande instamment au gouvernement congolais de redoubler d'efforts pour prévenir et combattre ces violations inacceptables. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20765&Cr=Congo&Cr1= 


Efforts to thwart rebels in eastern DR Congo a mixed bag, says Ban



PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.8
Progress in bringing stability to the war-wracked east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is mixed, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says in a new report, noting the heavy humanitarian toll wrought by a military operation to flush out a notorious ethnic Hutu militia. 

“The continued improvement in the relations between the country and its neighbours is to be commended, and I encourage the Governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Uganda to continue on this rights path,” Mr. Ban wrote in the publication made public today. The DRC and Rwanda’s joint operation against the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), which has committed atrocities against civilians in eastern DRC, has achieved military gains, but “it was accompanied by a high humanitarian cost,” he said. In response to the Congolese-Rwandan actions, supported by the UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC (MONUC), the rebels carried out reprisal attacks against the population more brutally in areas where they had lost business partners. “FDLR also continued to resort to banditry, kidnapping and hit-and-run attacks, often looking for food and medicine,” the report noted. The Congolese armed forces (FARDC) have also committed human rights violations, including massacres, the Secretary-General said. In light of such “egregious” violations, some rights organizations and components of the UN system have called for an end to the operation. The UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions Philip Alston, who visited the DRC in October, labelled the joint military operations as “catastrophic”... 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33182&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo 


RDC: La MONUC renforce ses positions dans le nord-ouest



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2009.12.9
Le Représentant spécial du Secrétaire général de l'ONU en République démocratique du Congo (RDC), Alan Doss, a annoncé mercredi le renforcement des positions de la Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en RDC (MONUC) dans la ville de Gemena, dans le nord-ouest du pays. « Aujourd'hui, le commandant de la force, le général (Babacar) Gaye est allé à Gemena », a dit M. Doss lors d'une conférence de presse à Kinshasa. « Nous renforçons notre présence pour décourager tout trouble ». La police congolaise a érigé des barrières sur toutes les routes à la sortie de la ville de Gemena pour juguler la fuite des habitants observée lundi et mardi, à cause de l'insécurité, selon Radio Okapi. Gemena se trouve à environ 200 kilomètres au nord du village de Dongo, dans la province de l'Equateur, où des affrontements tribaux ont éclaté fin octobre et ont fait depuis une centaine de morts. Au moins 115.000 personnes ont fui ces affrontements, dont plus de 77.000 ont traversé le fleuve Oubangui pour se réfugier en République du Congo. 

“Je pense qu'il est très important que nous ne laissions pas la situation se détériorer », a dit M. Doss.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20775&Cr=Congo&Cr1= 


Canadian cash funds Congo war: UN report



PUBLICATION: The Daily News (Nanaimo)
DATE: 2009.12.8

Rwandan rebels settled in Canada have helped facilitate a resource-driven war in the Democratic Republic of Congo that has killed millions and seen more than 200,000 women raped, United Nations investigators say. Their report released Monday on Africa's deadliest conflict highlights how the biggest United Nations peacekeeping force in the world has failed to bring order to the central African country. The Rwandan rebels, who trace their roots to extremist Hutus behind the 1994 genocide of 800,000 Rwandan Tutsis and others, are among groups that now control mineral exploitation in eastern Congo. American and European companies are among those linked to buyers of the region's illegally extracted gold, tin and rare minerals, some of which are used in mobile phones and other electronic gadgets. Canadian-sourced cash injections have, in part, run through faith-based organizations linked to the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, the main Rwandan rebel group. "The (UN investigators) obtained . . . Western Union receipts showing money transfers from . . . members of FDLR diaspora residents in Canada and Netherlands" among others, says the 287-page report, using the French contraction for the DFLR. One March 6, 2005, example shows a woman named Jacqueline Mukamurenzi transferred cash from Canada to a Tanzanian-based priest with links to the FDLR leadership. 

According to the report, the clergyman, Paul Riwa, "has held prayer sessions" with the wife of the FDLR's deputy commander, and also with the wife of a regional university senior official who "reportedly administers medical treatment to wounded FDLR"... 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091208/nadn/0912081Q.htm 


U.N. Told Not to Join Congo Army In Operation



PUBLICATION: The New York Times 
DATE: 2009.12.10
United Nationspeacekeeping officials were explicitly warned months ago by their legal advisers not to participate in combat operations with the Congolese Army if there were a risk that Congolese soldiers might abuse human rights, internal documents show. But the mission went forward -- and the abuses took place as feared. According to United Nations documents provided to The New York Times, the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs wrote to the head of the peacekeeping department in April and said that peacekeepers "cannot participate in any form of joint operation" with the Congolese Army, "if there are substantial grounds for believing there to be a real risk of them violating international humanitarian law." The warnings proved prescient. A few months later, Congolese government soldiers, who had been supplied with ammunition and food by United Nations peacekeepers, killed hundreds of civilians, gang-raped girls and even cut the heads off some young men, according to human rights groups. Many United Nations officials seemed to fear this could happen and the documents from the legal affairs office reveal the level of internal debate – and discomfort – about working hand in hand with the Congolese Army, which over the years has been widely blamed for looting, raping and killing the very population it is responsible for protecting. "We knew this was a risky operation," said Alain Le Roy, under secretary general for peacekeeping operations, in an interview Wednesday. But, he added, "We have no other option." He also said that it was the peacekeeping department that sought the legal advice in the first place, because the peacekeepers were aware of potential difficulties working so closely with the notoriously ill-disciplined Congolese Army and they wanted clear legal guidance before military operations began. United Nations officials in New York are now debating what to do next. The mandate for the Congo peacekeeping mission, one of the world's biggest with 19,000 soldiers, expires in a few weeks and the Security Council is expected to renew it, albeit with stricter conditions on army cooperation. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091210/nytm/0912101U.htm  
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


UN war crimes tribunal postpones start of trial of Serb charged with genocide in Srebrenica


PUBLICATION: CPW

DATE: 2009.12.10

The Yugoslav war crimes tribunal has postponed for at least two months the start of the trial of a Serb facing genocide charges for his alleged involvement in the Srebrenica massacre. Prosecutors recently updated the indictment against Zdravko Tolimir, a former senior aide to Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic. Judges said in a decision released Thursday they postponed the proceedings to give Tolimir more time to prepare his defence. The trial had been scheduled to start Dec. 17. About 8,000 Muslim men were killed in the July, 1995 massacre in Bosnia's Srebrenica enclave. The tribunal is seeking two remaining fugitives, including Mladic. If neither are caught, Tolimir's trial will be the last at the U.N. court before it closes. 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091211/cpw/091211C8.htm 



Burundi: Préoccupation concernant le financement des élections de 2010



PUBLICATION: Centre d’actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2009.12.10

Le Représentant exécutif du Secrétaire général au Burundi, Youssef Mahmoud, a fait part jeudi devant le Conseil de sécurité de sa préoccupation concernant le financement des élections dans ce pays en 2010, estimant qu'il faudrait trouver avant la fin de l'année 2009, trois millions de dollars pour aider la Commission électorale nationale indépendante (CENI) à s'acquitter de ses fonctions les plus pressantes. La perspective des élections de 2010 au Burundi a dominé la réunion que le Conseil de sécurité a consacrée à la situation dans ce pays lors de son examen du dernier rapport en date du Bureau intégré des Nations Unies au Burundi (BINUB). Le Secrétaire général estime, dans ce rapport, que « l'année qui vient sera déterminante » du fait du processus électoral et recommande, « avec l'accord du gouvernement du Burundi », le renouvellement jusqu'au 31 décembre 2010 du mandat du BINUB. Selon Youssef Mahmoud, qui a présenté le rapport au Conseil, un nouveau « pas important dans la bonne direction » est survenu le 29 novembre lorsque le gouvernement burundais a présenté de manière informelle à la Formation Burundi de la Commission de consolidation de la paix sa stratégie nationale pour la réintégration économique et sociale des anciens soldats démobilisés, des adultes associés aux anciens mouvements armés, des réfugiés et personnes déplacées et autres groupes affectés par le conflit.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=20785&Cr=Burundi&Cr1= 


Genocide 101; One Toronto history course is known to make students cry, and then feel empowered. Its focus? Humanity's worst acts


PUBLICATION: The Toronto Star
DATE: 2009.12.9
There is a Grade 11 history class in Etobicoke that has been known to make students cry. Teacher Shelley Kyte gets nightmares just from planning some of the lessons. In a course believed to be unlike any other in the country, the focus is genocide, the worst of human atrocities. They have covered the Armenian genocide and the Holocaust already; now they are discovering Rwanda, a horror that happened during their short lives. Here in Room 219 at Scarlett Heights Entrepreneurial Academy, near Royal York Rd. and Lawrence Ave. W., students as young as 15 have watched footage of a Tutsi couple kneeling before being beaten to death. They have learned that "everybody took part in the killing - even teachers," said student Joshua Watkis. This week, they were to play Pax Warrior, a computer game that lets you imagine you are a United Nations commander facing horrific choices during the Rwandan bloodbath. "It's heavy, what we learn in this course," said Watkis. "It's pretty raw; it's hard to watch, but it's real and the more our generation looks into stuff like this, the more we can stop it." For the first time since the course was launched last year within the Toronto District School Board, a genocide class opened its doors to a reporter and photographer this week, plus two Scarborough teachers who hope to run the course next year and the board consultant who will help them with the highly charged material. Despite initial controversy over the brutal subject matter, more than 10 school boards from as far away as Vancouver, Montreal and New Brunswick have expressed interest in the curriculum. "You could do this course very badly - 'Here's a bunch of atrocities, humanity sucks, let's all give up' - but we try to give children the tools to understand how those events are perpetrated so they can understand how they can be prevented," said Kyte, one of 20 teachers leading the course, and a co- author of some of its lessons. "I screen out some of the more horrific material - that's why I get the bad dreams - and I limit the amount we do watch," said Kyte. "But I actually like when students get upset, especially boys, when they realize this isn't a slasher film. This is real. Some hide their eyes. Some cry, but they need to appreciate the gravity before they can develop empathy and then hope." 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091209/tost/09120930.htm 

 La Somalie frappée au coeur: 22 morts



PUBLICATION: La Tribune (Sherbrooke, Qc)  

DATE: 2009.12.4
Au moins 22 personnes, dont trois ministres, des médecins et étudiants en médecine, ont été tuées avec un kamikaze dans un attentat-suicide lors d'une cérémonie de remise de diplômes universitaires organisée hier dans un hôtel de Mogadiscio, selon les autorités somaliennes. 

L'attentat n'a pas été revendiqué mais les soupçons se portent sur les milices islamistes Shahab, liées à Al-Qaïda, qui contrôlent la plus grande partie du centre et du sud de la Somalie et ont commis plusieurs attentats-suicide par le passé. Quarante-trois étudiants en médecine, en informatique et en ingénierie, selon le président de l'Université de Benadir, étaient réunis pour recevoir leurs diplômes à l'hôtel Shamow, situé dans l'un des rares quartiers de la capitale contrôlés par le gouvernement. Plusieurs centaines de personnes assistaient à la cérémonie, d'autant plus importante que c'était seulement la deuxième promotion des étudiants en médecine depuis près de 20 ans, symbole des efforts du gouvernement central pour sortir le pays de l'anarchie et de la violence. Le kamikaze était un homme déguisé en femme, portant un voile et des chaussures de femme, selon le ministre de l'Information Dahir Mohamud Gelle. "Nous avons même sa photo", a-t-il ajouté. 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091204/tb/0912040Z.htm 

Embargo as genocide? Cuban horror story is less simple than it seems


PUBLICATION: CPW 
DATE: 2009.12.4
It was a story meant to captivate the United Nations: A dozen Cuban children with heart defects were forced to endure unnecessary surgery because the U.S. embargo blocked them from receiving American-made catheters. The embargo as a whole ``could be classified as an act of genocide,'' Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez said before the U.N. General Assembly voted 187-3 in October to condemn U.S. policy toward Cuba for the 18th year running. A dramatic argument _ but the facts behind it are fuzzy and tangled in the bureaucracies of two hostile countries. U.S. law exempted medicine and health care supplies from the embargo in 1992. It also lifted the ban on agricultural exports in 2000 and is now Cuba's biggest supplier of food _ $710 million worth last year. The U.S. says it approved about $142 million in commercial and donated medical exports to the communist island in 2008. So why did less than 1 per cent of it get here? The answer lies somewhere in a war of words between the estranged countries and provides a cautionary lesson as the U.S. and Cuba take halting steps toward better ties: Reality often takes a back seat to rhetoric. Cuba claims that despite the embargo exemption, the U.S. government imposes extra regulations on medical exports to discourage American companies from participating. U.S. medical export firms interviewed by The Associated Press agree the paperwork can be troublesome, but say they won't go on the record or give specific examples for fear of jeopardizing pending or future export applications. Others complained about both sides in private, but said they preferred not to do so for attribution given how touchy a subject U.S.-Cuba relations can be... 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091205/cpw/0912054A.htm 

 Karadzic maintains calls for 'immunity' recognition


PUBLICATION: The StarPhoenix (Saskatoon)
DATE: 2009.12.9
Former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic has made a renewed appeal to the United Nations Security Council to accept that he made a deal that should assure him immunity from a war crimes trial. Karadzic, charged with 11 counts of war crimes committed during the 1992-95 Bosnian war, including genocide at Srebrenica, argues he entered into a secret immunity deal with former U.S. peace envoy Richard Holbrooke on condition he disappeared from public life. 

Holbrooke has repeatedly denied those claims and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has also ruled that even if such an agreement existed, it would not limit the court's jurisdiction. Karadzic, who faces life imprisonment over such events as the 43-month siege of the Bosnian capital Sarajevo that began in 1992, has denied all charges and boycotted the first three days of his trial to demand more preparation time. On Monday, the ICTY rejected a motion lodged by Karadzic challenging the legitimacy of the court. In a letter to the UN Security Council -- made public by the Hague-based tribunal on Tuesday -- Karadzic urged the UN body to recognize his pact with Holbrooke. "It has now been more than 13 years since I honoured my agreement with Richard Holbrooke and resigned my functions and withdrew from public life. It is high time that the Security Council honoured its part of the agreement," Karadzic wrote. Karadzic noted the Security Council had not replied to a similar letter he wrote in October. Security Council diplomats and UN officials have previously said Karadzic's request was absurd and would likely be ignored. One senior UN official described Karadzic's first request in October as "preposterous." By failing to recognize the pact, Karadzic said the Security Council would be sending a message to world leaders "that no agreements with diplomats sent to a region to end a crisis can be relied upon." 

http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091209/sasp/0912092B.htm 


UN crisis relief fund raises record $424 million in pledges as needs mount

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.9
The United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) raised a record $424 million at its annual pledging session today as top officials warned of rising needs in 2010 for one of the world’s leading tools in disaster response, whether for sudden-onset crises such as earthquakes or ongoing but neglected emergencies. “That’s more than we’ve raised at any similar pledging meeting before, so that’s extremely encouraging particularly when you consider we’re doing that against the background of a major economic and financial crisis which has affected the budgets of many donor countries in a very significant way,” Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes told reporters. “I’m confident that we’ll be able to raise the rest of the funds we need to reach the $450 million target in 2010,” he added, noting that the amount raised in 2009 was some $400 million, five new countries pledged funds today – bringing the total of donors to 115 – and some countries increased their funding while none reduced it. “That’s extremely good news. It’s a practical illustration of the fact that CERF is a fund from all countries for all countries depending on need.” Set up in 2006 to jump-start relief operations by providing funds within days and saving thousands of lives that would otherwise be lost to delay under the then under-funded $50-million mechanism, CERF has an annual target of $450 million with an additional $50-million loan facility to allow rapid access to funds ahead of the transfer of donor pledges. Two thirds of the fund are allotted for sudden-onset emergencies and a third for neglected crises.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33195&Cr=cerf&Cr1= 


How can we stop mass killings in failing states?



PUBLICATION: Vancouver Sun 
DATE: 2009.12.9

It's hard to imagine a Canadian whose stomach doesn't heave at the thought of a mass atrocity -- not just the Holocaust or Rwanda, but the dozens back through history or continuing to this day in places like Darfur. Yet – aside from the thinning ranks of Second World War vets, or the relative handful of men and women who served in Bosnia – it's hard to find a Canadian who has done much to avert or to end one of these all-too-common tragedies. Because, despite our unanimity in favouring the side of the angels, it seems few of us know enough-- or is it care enough?--to do something effective. That's the dilemma that faced an eclectic group of thinkers invited to a Simon Fraser University session last week to try to foster and promote the will to intervene. How do you turn general good intentions into genuine good action? Frank Chalk of Concordia University, an eminent genocide scholar and a cochair with Senator Romeo Dallaire of the Will to Intervene project, led much of the discussion. His group is broadly based and highly qualified, and the Simons Foundation, which sponsored the local event, had assembled a similarly impressive group drawn from academia, government, non-governmental organizations, media and more. Chalk and his research team had done their homework, and most participants had read the advance material and given it thought. Yet, I was disappointed at the result – a resolution calling for more federal government attention to the problem, more bureaucratic involvement, and the beefing up of the military to increase its capacity to provide civilian protection. Of course, Canada alone can never hope to deal by itself with the underlying conditions that lead to genocide or other mass killing sprees, the likes of which have been killing one person every 42 seconds for the last 100 years. Nor can we alone stop the madness once it starts. The responsibility to intervene is clearly an international one... 
http://parlmedia.parl.gc.ca/lop/showfile.asp?Lang=E&URL=/ArchiveNews/2009/12/091209/vasn/0912090Z.htm 


Local judges in eastern Chad receive UN training to combat impunity

PUBLICATION: UN News Centre
DATE: 2009.12.10
The United Nations has started a programme to train local judges in eastern Chad in a bid to end impunity in a strife-torn region where conflicts have erupted between refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and host communities. The first training session for 60 people in Abéché will last four weeks and seeks to make up for the lack of professional magistrates in the field of community justice in eastern Chad, where 256,700 Sudanese refugees from the Darfur conflict, 168,000 Chadian IDPs and around 150,000 people in host villages live in close proximity. Overall the scheme, run by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Mission in Chad and the Central African Republic (MINURCAT), aims to train 148 local officials. At the beginning of the month, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warned that increased banditry, kidnappings of relief workers and attacks on humanitarian compounds in the region were threatening crucial aid for nearly 100,000 people. 

Ethnic tensions and humanitarian needs in eastern Chad have been exacerbated by the nearly seven-year war in neighbouring Darfur pitting the Sudanese Government and its militia allies against rebels seeking greater autonomy. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33208&Cr=chad&Cr1= 
