News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci
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EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS


Becoming Zimbabwe: a free evening with Brian Raftopoulos & Shari Eppel

DATE: 2010.09.01 at 7pm

LOCATION/LIEU: The Cube Gallery – 1286 Wellington St. W, Ottawa
INFORMATION: http://www.cubegallery.ca/
Oxfam Canada & The Institute of African Studies at Carleton University present...
A public lecture on the current situation in Zimbabwe, followed by a book signing of Becoming Zimbabwe (Harare: Weaver Press, 2009) organized by Octopus Books.
Refreshments will be served.
 Professor Brian Raftopoulos is a leading Zimbabwean scholar and activist. Formally an Associate Professor of Development Studies at the University of Zimbabwe, he is currently based in South Africa and is the Director of Research and Advocacy in the Solidarity Peace Trust, an NGO dealing with human rights issues in Zimbabwe. A born and raised Zimbabwean, Shari Eppel has been Executive Director of Solidarity Peace Trust since 2003.  She was formerly Director of Amani Trust, Matabeleland.  She has 16 years of working with empowerment of tortured communities and individuals and documenting torture and human rights abuses in Zimbabwe.  She is the primary author of Breaking the Silence, Building True Peace (CCJP and LRF, 1998) and winner of the Barbara Chester Award (USA) in 2000 (for clinicians working with victims of violence).
REPORTS – RAPPORTS


The Pogroms in Kyrgyzstan


PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group

DATE: 2010.08.23

INFORMATION:http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/central-asia/kyrgyzstan/193-the-pogroms-in-kyrgyzstan.aspx
An explosion of violence, destruction and looting in southern Kyrgyzstan on 11-14 June 2010 killed many hundreds of people, mostly Uzbeks, destroyed over 2000 buildings, mostly homes, and deepened the gulf between the country’s ethnic Kyrgyz and Uzbeks. It was further proof of the near total ineffectiveness of the provisional government that overthrew President Kurmanbek Bakiyev in April 2010, and is now trying to guide the country to general elections in October. Given the government’s slowness to address the causes and consequences of the violence, the danger of another explosion is high. Even without one, the aftershocks of the looting, murder and arson could seriously damage Kyrgyzstan’s ailing economy, cause a significant outflow of ethnic Uzbeks and other minorities, and further destabilise the already fragile situation in Central Asia in general. The route back to stability will be long and difficult, not least because no reliable security or even monitoring force has been deployed in the affected area. It should start with an internationally supported investigation into the pogroms, as visible an international police and diplomatic presence as possible to discourage their recurrence, and close coordination on effective rebuilding of towns and communities.


Kosovo and Serbia after the ICJ Opinion

PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group

DATE: 2010.08.26

INFORMATION:http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/balkans/kosovo/206-kosovo-and-serbia-after-the-icj-opinion.aspx
In the wake of the July 2010 International Court of Justice (ICJ) advisory opinion on the legality of Kosovo’s declaration of independence, Kosovo and Serbia have an opportunity to resolve differences, establish bilateral relations and unblock their paths to greater European Union (EU) integration. The obstacles are formidable, including mutual suspicion, incompatible agendas and uncertainties about the true goals of each. Failure to negotiate in the next months would probably freeze the conflict for several years, as the parties entered electoral cycles, during which the dispute would likely be used to mobilise nationalist opinion and deflect criticism of domestic corruption and government failures. Enough has changed recently, especially the development of more realistic if not yet fully public attitudes in Belgrade and Pristina, to suggest a win-win solution is possible. Without preconditions and facilitated in particular by the EU, Kosovo and Serbia should promptly open talks with the aim of reaching as comprehensive a compromise settlement as possible.

The draft resolution calling for new talks on Kosovo that Serbia submitted on 28 July is likely to be discussed by the UN General Assembly in September. Kosovo would accept a dialogue that does not question its status or territorial integrity. Facilitating a Kosovo-Serbia rapprochement is a challenge for a divided EU, of whose 27 member states 22 have recognised Kosovo and five have not and whose counsels are likewise split between those who advocate a comprehensive solution and those who caution that only a gradual approach beginning with modest, technical issues is feasible.

“As if We Weren’t Human”

PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch

DATE: 2010.08.26

INFORMATION: http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/08/24/if-we-weren-t-human
This 73-page report describes frequent abuse and discrimination by strangers, neighbors, and even family members against women and girls with disabilities in the north. Women interviewed for the report said they were not able to get basic provisions such as food, clothing, and shelter in camps for displaced persons or in their own communities. The research was conducted in six districts of northern Uganda – a region recently emerging from over two decades of brutal conflict between the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army and the government.

NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan


Troubled Camp for Displaced in Darfur Focus of Talks Between UN, AU Officials


PUBLICATION: All Africa
DATE: 2010.08.24

The situation in one of the largest camps for people uprooted by the conflict in the war-ravaged Sudanese region of Darfur has topped talks between top United Nations and African Union (AU) officials.

Deadly violence broke out in recent weeks in Kalma camp between those supporting and those against the Darfur peace process under way in Doha, Qatar.

"Although tension in the camp has de-escalated, there remains long-standing insecurity in the camp," according to a press statement from the joint UN-AU peacekeeping mission in Darfur, known as UNAMID, issued following yesterday's meeting between the mission's Deputy Joint Special Representative, Mohamed Yonis, and Jean Ping, Chairperson of the AU Commission.

Mr. Yonis emphasized the collaboration between the Sudanese Government and UNAMID in ensuring the safety and security of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Kalma, noting the mission's commitment to upholding calm and order in the South Darfur camp…

http://allafrica.com/stories/201008241028.html

Darfour : la situation dans le camp de déplacés de Kalma reste tendue


PUBLICATION: UN News Room
DATE: 2010.08.23

La situation dans le camp de déplacés de Kalma, au Sud Darfour (Soudan), reste tendue et fragile après les incidents violents entre des groupes de déplacés fin juillet, a déclaré lundi le Secrétaire général adjoint de l'ONU aux affaires humanitaires, John Holmes, lors de consultations du Conseil de sécurité. « Selon nos informations, la situation actuelle à Kalma est relativement calme, grâce surtout aux patrouilles de la Mission conjointe des Nations Unies et de l'Union africaine (MINUAD) dans le camp, qui ont permis d'améliorer significativement la situation en matière de sécurité », a indiqué John Holmes dans un exposé devant les membres du Conseil. Selon lui, la situation concernant l'approvisionnement en eau s'est améliorée, dix écoles ont rouvert et les distributions de nourriture doivent reprendre bientôt. « La situation reste toutefois tendue et fragile, et le gouvernement continue d'évoquer le départ des déplacés de Kalma et le démantèlement du camp », a ajouté John Holmes. Le camp de Kalma accueillait environ 82.000 personnes avant les incidents violents de fin juillet. Aujourd'hui, entre 50.000 et 60.000 personnes y vivraient seraient toujours, environ 15.000 autres auraient fui vers la ville de Nyala et 10.000 autres dans les environs. Les violences de fin juillet, qui sont liées à des différends politiques, ont fait des morts et des blessés et ont interrompu la fourniture de l'assistance humanitaire. « La situation s'est encore aggravée quand les autorités locales ont interdit aux organisations non gouvernementales (ONG) et aux agences onusiennes l'accès au camp pendant les 15 premiers jours d'août, suggérant qu'elles souhaitaient se débarrasser du camp », a expliqué John Holmes…

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=22774&Cr=Darfour&Cr1


UNAMID JSR Attends Consultative Ceeting on Darfur Peace Strategy

PUBLICATION: All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.08.26

The Joint Special Representative (JSR) of the AU-UN Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), Professor Ibrahim Gambari today attended a Consultative Meeting on Darfur Peace Strategy with Sudanese Presidential Advisor, Dr. Ghazi Salahuddin Atabani; Chairman of the AU High Level Implementation Panel, Thabo Mbeki, and US Special Envoy for Sudan, Scott Gration. The participants underlined the necessity of having a comprehensive strategy that would encompass all aspects of the Darfur problem, including security, stabilization, development and early recovery. The meeting agreed that UNAMID and the Government of Sudan (GoS) would cooperate closely to improve the security situation in Darfur and conduct joint action to ensure stabilization and development in the whole region…

http://allafrica.com/stories/201008260955.html


Craignant la LRA, des milliers de personnes fuient dans l'Etat d'Equatoria Ouest

PUBLICATION: All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.08.25

NZARA — Les attaques armées attribuées à l'Armée de résistance du Seigneur (LRA) dans l'État d'Equatoria Ouest, dans le sud du Soudan, ont provoqué le déplacement de milliers de civils et mis en péril la sécurité alimentaire, selon des responsables locaux et des responsables des Nations Unies. Les craintes suscitées par les attaques de la LRA, une milice basée en Ouganda, ont entraîné le départ de 25 000 personnes d'Equatoria Ouest ces derniers mois, selon le Bureau de coordination des affaires humanitaires des Nations Unies (OCHA). Au total, quelque 250 000 personnes ont été déplacées depuis la fin de l'année 2008 et la milice est tenue pour responsable de la mort d'environ 200 personnes dans l'État en 2009.Deux des districts administratifs de l'État (ou payams) – ceux de Sangua et Basukangbi – ne comptaient plus aucun habitant lorsque les agences des Nations Unies ont conduit une mission d'évaluation au début du mois d'août…

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201008250353.html
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


Mass rapes underline urgency of consolidating peace in eastern DR Congo – Ban


PUBLICATION: UN News Room

DATE: 2010.08.25

The recent savage rape and assault of scores of civilians in the remote and troubled far east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is a “brutal reminder” of the obstacles faced in keeping the peace in conflict zones, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today.At least 154 civilians were raped in 13 villages along a 21-kilometre stretch of road in North Kivu province’s Banamukira territory between 30 July and 2 August, with the attackers blocking the road and preventing the villagers from reaching outside communications. Many homes were also looted.

The string of assaults “is another grave example of the levels of sexual violence and insecurity that continue to plague eastern DRC,” Mr. Ban told the Security Council this morning.The Secretary-General said today that he has issued calls to the Congolese authorities to investigate the incident and bring those behind the attacks to justice and to the Government to step up efforts to enhance security and stability in eastern DRC.According to the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), more than 9,000 cases of rape were reported last year in North and South Kivu provinces alone. Many more cases are estimated to go unreported.“Yet, I am compelled to ask: what more can we do to protect civilians from such wanton violations of international human rights and humanitarian law?” said Mr. Ban, who met with survivors of sexual violence in eastern DRC last year.The UN mission in the DRC, known as MONUSCO, he noted, is doing its utmost to protect civilians, albeit with limited resources and in a very difficult environment.“But, at such times, we should always ask if we could have done more.”The Secretary-General has announced that he is immediately dispatching Assistant Secretary-General Atul Khare from the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) to the DRC to work with Roger Meece, his Special Representative in the country…

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35714&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo

Les États-Unis inquiets des viols collectifs de femmes et d'enfants en RDC par les FDLR

PUBLICATION: All Africa.com

DATE: 2010.08.25

Les États-Unis sont profondément inquiets au sujet d'informations selon lesquelles des viols collectifs de femmes et d'enfants auraient été perpétrés en République démocratique du Congo (RDC) par les Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR), un groupe rebelle armé illégal qui terrorise l'est du Congo depuis plus d'une décennie, et par des éléments maï-maï, une milice basée dans la même région. Ces horribles attaques démontrent de nouveau comment la violence sexuelle peut miner les efforts visant à rétablir et à préserver la stabilité dans les régions qui sont déchirées par des conflits mais aspirent à la paix.Les États-Unis ont dénoncé à maintes reprises la violence sexuelle qui sévit à l'échelle endémique dans les zones de conflit de par le monde, et nous continuerons à nous dresser contre ce problème au nom de ceux qui ne peuvent pas le faire eux-mêmes. Il y a moins d'un an, j'ai présidé une session du Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU au cours de laquelle la résolution 1888 (2009) a été adoptée à l'unanimité, mettant en évidence l'importance des actions visant à prévenir et à contrer la violence sexuelle en tant que tactique de guerre utilisée contre la population civile. La communauté internationale doit maintenant élargir son action à cet égard en déployant des mesures ciblées pour protéger les populations locales de la violence sexuelle et sexospécifique et pour soumettre à la justice les responsables de telles atrocités…

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201008260960.html

U.N. Knew of Rebels in Area of Congo Rapes


PUBLICATION: The New York Times

DATE: 2010.08.25

GOMA, Democratic Republic of Congo — The United Nations knew Rwandan rebels were occupying villages in eastern Congo at the time the rebels raped nearly 200 women there, United Nations and aid officers said Wednesday, raising questions about why peacekeepers failed to move to protect villagers.

Between July 30 and Aug. 3, hundreds of soldiers from two rebel groups took over the villages, raping at least 179 women. Many of the attacks were gang rapes by two to six men. The humanitarian group that documented the rapes, International Medical Corps, said that it first notified the United Nations of the attacks on Aug. 6. The United Nations claims the group told it about the rapes on Aug. 12 for the first time. The U.N. made its first public comments on the rapes Sunday.

According to the officers, an e-mail alert from the United Nations Department of Safety and Security was sent to United Nations staff members on July 30, the day the rapes began. The message warned them to stay away from the area — part of Walikale, in the North Kivu Province of Congo — because it had been taken over by rebels…

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/26/world/africa/26congo.html?_r=1&ref=world

RDC : l'ONU indignée par les viols de 150 civils par des rebelles dans l'est


PUBLICATION:The UN News Room

DATE: 2010.08.24

Le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, s'est dit indigné mardi par les viols et les agressions sexuelles dont ont été victimes au moins 154 civils congolais, lors d'une attaque récente par des éléments armés Maï-Maï et les Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR), dans la province du Nord-Kivu, à l'est de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC).« Ces graves incidents illustrent à nouveau le niveau de violence sexuelle ainsi que l'insécurité qui continuent d'affecter la RDC », a souligné son porte-parole, Martin Nesirky, dans un communiqué.« Le Secrétaire général réitère son appel à la démobilisation des groupes armés en RDC et leur adhésion au processus de paix en cours. Il appelle également les autorités congolaises à mener une enquête sur ces incidents, à poursuivre en justice les auteurs de ces crimes et à renouveler leurs efforts pour mettre fin à l'insécurité qui sévit dans cette partie du pays », a-t-il ajouté.Le porte-parole de Ban Ki-moon a également rappelé que l'ONU appuyait "les efforts du gouvernement de la RDC visant à lutter contre l'impunité et protéger les civils contre les violations du droit international humanitaire et des droits de l'homme, notamment toutes les formes de violence sexuelle ».Compte tenu de la gravité de l'incident, le Secrétaire général a décidé de dépêcher immédiatement sur place Atul Khare, Sous-Secrétaire général aux opérations de maintien de la paix. Il a également demandé à sa Représentante spéciale pour la violence sexuelle dans les conflits, Margot Wallström, de prendre en charge la réponse de l'ONU à cet incident…

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=22780&Cr=Congo&Cr1=

Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


 Côte d’Ivoire/Nigeria: Combat Trafficking for Prostitution

PUBLICATION : Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.08.26

(Dakar) - Authorities in Côte d'Ivoire and Nigeria should investigate and close down networks that traffic Nigerian women and girls to Côte d'Ivoire for forced prostitution, Human Rights Watch said today. Human Rights Watch also called for collaboration among regional neighbors to improve border efforts to combat trafficking.

In July 2010, Human Rights Watch traveled to three Ivorian towns and met with groups totaling around 30 Nigerian women believed to have been trafficked for prostitution. Eight victims were interviewed individually. Scores of similar cases involving Nigerian women and girls were documented by interviews with Ivorian officials, United Nations personnel, and Nigerian embassy staff. Many victims were either between the ages of 15 and 17 or had been minors when brought to Côte d'Ivoire.

"These women and girls were sold dreams of migrating to better their lives, but then found themselves in a personal hell," said Corinne Dufka, senior West Africa researcher at Human Rights Watch. "The Ivorian and Nigerian authorities need to find and prosecute the perpetrators, work with regional neighbors to shut down their operations, and do more to protect the victims."…

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/08/26/c-te-d-ivoirenigeria-combat-trafficking-prostitution


L'ancien tortionnaire khmer rouge "Douch" fait appel de sa condamnation

PUBLICATION : Le Monde
DATE: 2010.08.25

Douch", l'ex-chef de la prison de Phnom Penh sous le régime des Khmers rouges (1975-79), condamné à trente ans de prison, a fait appel de sa condamnation, a annoncé mercredi 25 août son équipe de défense. Un tribunal parrainé par les Nations unies avait condamné fin juillet pour la première fois un ancien haut responsable des Khmers rouges, en prononçant une peine de trente ans de prison à l'encontre de Douch, chef de la prison S-21, où ont été torturées quelque quinze mille personnes avant d'être exécutées.

Douch, de son vrai nom Kaing Guek Eav, à l'encontre duquel quarante ans de prison avaient été requis, a été reconnu coupable de crimes de guerre et de crimes contre l'humanité…

http://www.lemonde.fr/asie-pacifique/article/2010/08/25/l-ancien-tortionnaire-khmer-rouge-douch-fait-appel-de-sa-condamnation_1402388_3216.html


UN deplores deadly attack on Somali hotel

PUBLICATION : UN News Room
DATE: 2010.08.24

The United Nations strongly condemned today’s attack on a hotel in the capital, Mogadishu, which reportedly killed at least 30 civilians, including Members of Parliament.

According to media reports, the attack involved Somali insurgents dressed as police officers, who stormed the hotel and opened fire, and later blew themselves up.

“These callous, brutal acts, which were clearly aimed at causing maximum bloodshed to innocent people, defy rational comprehension,” Augustine P. Mahiga, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Somalia, said in a statement.

“Those who are responsible for these murders are only interested in causing destruction and misery to the Somali people.

“They will not, however, succeed in their violent campaign. The Somali people are yearning for peace which they deserve and they will be heard. The peace process will continue in Somalia despite the attempts by a violent minority to disrupt it.”

The Security Council also condemned the attack “in the strongest terms” and called for the perpetrators to be brought to swiftly to justice, in a statement read to the press by Ambassador Vitaly Churkin of Russia, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency for August.

The 15-member body stressed the need to continue strengthening Somali security institutions and the importance of an inclusive dialogue in the peace process…

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=35700&Cr=somali&Cr1=



Algérie: L'otage algérien a été exécuté au Sahara par ses ravisseurs de l'Aqmi

PUBLICATION : All Africa.com
DATE: 2010.08.26

Al-Qaïda au Maghreb islamique (Aqmi) a exécuté dans le Sahara un douanier algérien retenu en otage depuis juin, après une attaque qui avait coûté la vie à 11 gendarmes algériens à la frontière entre le Mali et l'Algérie. Cette issue était prévisible dans la mesure où Alger ne négocie pas avec les terroristes et s'oppose catégoriquement à toute tractation, notamment au versement de rançon, comme ce fut le cas pour la libération des deux otages espagnols le 23 août.

Les autorités algériennes n'ont pas réagi à l'annonce de l'assassinat du douanier algérien kidnappé au Sahara par des terroristes. Il n'y a pas eu, non plus, de réaction officielle à la libération des deux otages espagnols que détenait la nébuleuse d'al-Qaïda au Maghreb. Tout indique qu'il y a eu versement de rançon, ce qui va à l'encontre de la ligne antiterroriste ferme de l'Algérie….

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201008260174.html


UN reviews security after Pakistani Taliban 'threat'

PUBLICATION : BBC News
DATE: 2010.08.26

The UN is reviewing security measures for its aid workers in Pakistan, after a warning of new threats from the Pakistani Taliban.

A US official said militants planned to attack foreigners delivering aid to the millions of people affected by the devastating floods in the country.

One Taliban spokesman told Associated Press that the presence of foreign aid workers was "unacceptable".

However, there have been no attacks since the humanitarian crisis unfolded.

The UN says more than 17 million people have been affected by the floods, and about 1.2 million homes have been destroyed, leaving five million people homeless…
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-11095267
