News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le français suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 --

À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

· Becoming Zimbabwe: Talk and book launch with Brian Raftopoulos & Shari Eppel

· "The Paradox at the Heart of the International Law of Slavery"
REPORTS – RAPPORTS

· Two Views on the Crisis in Sudan 
· ‘Where is the Justice?’: Interethnic Violence in Southern Kyrgyzstan and its Aftermath 
· ‘Everyone’s in on the Game’: Corruption and Human Rights Abuses by the Nigeria Police Force
· Tchad: au delà de l’apaisement
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Referendum Countdown: 'Sky High' Expectations in Sudan’s Unity State
· Soudan: libération de deux casques bleus jordaniens enlevés au Darfour 
· Sud-Soudan: crise humanitaire en vue après le référendum

· Aid groups denied access to Darfur camp after delivering fuel and medicine day earlier
· L'ONU s'inquiète de la "détérioration" de la relation entre humanitaires et autorités du Darfour
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo
· Trois Casques bleus assassins
· DRC: International justice denied?
· DRC: Timeline on Lubanga’s ICC trial
· Illegal diggers block exports at Freeport Congo mine
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles
· Roma migrants tossed on sea of uncertainty
· En Birmanie, la junte veut verrouiller la future campagne électorale
· Expulsion des Roms : la Roumanie et la Bulgarie haussent le ton
· US backs inquiry into alleged Burma war crimes 

· Uzbekistan: Activist Hit With New Sentence
EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS



Becoming Zimbabwe: a free evening with Brian Raftopoulos & Shari Eppel



DATE: 2010.09.01 at 7pm

LOCATION/LIEU: The Cube Gallery – 1286 Wellington St. W, Ottawa
INFORMATION: http://www.cubegallery.ca/
Oxfam Canada & The Institute of African Studies at Carleton University present... 

A public lecture on the current situation in Zimbabwe, followed by a book signing of Becoming Zimbabwe (Harare: Weaver Press, 2009) organized by Octopus Books.

Refreshments will be served.

Professor Brian Raftopoulos is a leading Zimbabwean scholar and activist. Formally an Associate Professor of Development Studies at the University of Zimbabwe, he is currently based in South Africa and is the Director of Research and Advocacy in the Solidarity Peace Trust, an NGO dealing with human rights issues in Zimbabwe. A born and raised Zimbabwean, Shari Eppel has been Executive Director of Solidarity Peace Trust since 2003.  She was formerly Director of Amani Trust, Matabeleland.  She has 16 years of working with empowerment of tortured communities and individuals and documenting torture and human rights abuses in Zimbabwe.  She is the primary author of Breaking the Silence, Building True Peace (CCJP and LRF, 1998) and winner of the Barbara Chester Award (USA) in 2000 (for clinicians working with victims of violence).


"The Paradox at the Heart of the International Law of Slavery"


DATE: 2010.08.23, 11:30-1pm

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa – FTX 559
INFORMATION: http://www.cdp-hrc.uottawa.ca/eng/index.php
The International Law Group and the Human Rights Research and Education Centre are pleased to invite you to a presentation by Prof. Jean Allain, Reader in Law at Queen’s University of Belfast‏, entitled "The Paradox at the Heart of the International Law of Slavery". Please bring your lunch. Coffee and tea will be available. 

RSVP before August 20th to hrrec@uottawa.ca. 

REPORTS – RAPPORTS

 Two Views on the Crisis in Sudan 

PUBLICATION: The Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars
DATE: 2010.08.19
INFORMATION: http://wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?topic_id=1417&fuseaction=topics.publications&group_id=631727
The Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars has released a paper entitled, “Avoiding the Train Wreck in Sudan: U.S. Leverage for Peace,” as part of a two-piece publication examining international engagement in Sudan. The paper’s authors, the Enough Project’s John Prendergast and Laura Jones, point out eight areas in which the United States, either alone or with allies, possesses leverage that it is currently under-utilizing. The authors go on to argue that there are five areas in which the United States could be creating additional leverage in support of African Union and United Nations peace efforts already underway in the country. 

http://www.enoughproject.org/publications/avoiding-train-wreck-sudan-us-leverage-peace

‘Where is the Justice?’: Interethnic Violence in Southern Kyrgyzstan and its Aftermath


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.08.16
INFORMATION : http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/08/15/kyrgyzstan-probe-forces-role-june-violence
(Bishkek) - Some government forces acted, knowingly or unwittingly, to facilitate attacks on ethnic Uzbek neighborhoods in the violence in southern Kyrgyzstan in June 2010, Human Rights Watch said in a new report released today. Local law enforcement agencies also failed to provide appropriate protection to the Uzbek community, Human Rights Watch said. The 91-page report “Where is the Justice?”: Interethnic Violence in Southern Kyrgyzstan and its Aftermath” also said that the government's investigation into the violence, which left hundreds dead and thousands injured, has been marred with abuses, while new ethnically motivated attacks are taking place in the south. The authorities should thoroughly investigate government forces' role in the violence and prosecute those responsible, Human Rights Watch said. The report is based on more than 200 interviews with Kyrgyz and Uzbek victims and witnesses, lawyers, human rights defenders, government officials, and law enforcement personnel. The report also analyzes satellite imagery and photographic, video, documentary, and forensic evidence. "It's clear that the massive ethnic violence posed colossal challenges for Kyrgyz security forces," said Ole Solvang, emergencies researcher at Human Rights Watch and one of the authors of the report. "Yet we found that some of the security forces became part of the problem rather than the solution." ...


‘Everyone’s in on the Game’: Corruption and Human Rights Abuses by the Nigeria Police Force


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.08.17
INFORMATION : http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/08/17/nigeria-corruption-fueling-police-abuses
(Lagos) - Widespread corruption in the Nigeria Police Force is fueling abuses against ordinary citizens and severely undermining the rule of law in Nigeria, Human Rights Watch said in a report released today. Human Rights Watch called on Nigerian authorities to take immediate steps to improve budgetary transparency in the police force and to investigate and bring to justice police officers at all levels implicated in corrupt practices. The 102-page report, "‘Everyone’s in one the Game’: Corruption and Human Rights Abuses by the Nigeria Police Force,” documents the myriad forms of police corruption in Nigeria. It also shows how institutionalized extortion, a profound lack of political will to reform the force, and impunity combine to make police corruption a deeply embedded problem. "Good policing is the bedrock for the rule of law and public safety," said Corinne Dufka, senior West Africa researcher at Human Rights Watch. "The long-term failure of the Nigerian authorities to address police bribery, extortion, and wholesale embezzlement threatens the basic rights of all Nigerians." The report is based on interviews with more than 145 victims of and witnesses to police corruption in Nigeria. They include market traders, commercial drivers, sex workers, criminal suspects, and victims of common crimes; rank-and-file and senior-level police officers; federal government officials; judges, prosecutors, and lawyers; religious and civil society leaders; journalists; diplomats; and members of an armed vigilante group...

 Tchad: au delà de l’apaisement


PUBLICATION: International Crisis Group
DATE: 2010.08.17
INFORMATION : http://www.crisisgroup.org/fr/regions/afrique/afrique-centrale/tchad/162%20Chad%20Beyond%20Superficial%20Stability.aspx
Les prochaines élections au Tchad pourraient s’avérer une étape importante pour la relance du projet démocratique à condition qu’elles soient précédées d’une ouverture de l’espace politique. Tchad : Au-delà de l’apaisement, le dernier rapport de International Crisis Group évalue en cette période pré-électorale  les possibilités pour le Tchad de sortir de la crise politico-militaire qu’il connaît depuis plus de cinq ans. L’espoir d’une sortie de crise avait paru s’évanouir au moment du déclenchement de l’offensive de l’Union des forces de la résistance (UFR, coalition des groupes armés tchadiens) en mai 2009, mais leur défaite a mis fin à l’idée d’un renversement du régime par la force. « Le silence des armes entre les troupes gouvernementales et les rebelles et le rapprochement avec le Soudan depuis mai 2010 sont des signes de normalisation ”, affirme Saad Adoum, Senior Analyste au Programme Afrique Centrale d’International Crisis Group…
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

 Referendum Countdown: 'Sky High' Expectations in Sudan’s Unity State


PUBLICATION: Enough Project
DATE: 2010.08.12
BENTIU, Unity State, Southern Sudan – “We need the referendum to get freedom,” declared a headmistress in a classroom in Unity state, expressing a view that is widely shared among many in South Sudan, and one that has defined the population’s expectations of what the vote will bring. “This referendum will bring us stability,” said an educator also from the state. Another added, “The referendum will bring lasting peace to Sudan as a whole.” These educators had come from all over Unity state for a training workshop in the state capital of Bentiu where Enough’s former field researcher Maggie Fick and I recently traveled. While there, we gleaned a sense of the expectations surrounding the January 2011 secession vote for South Sudan. Bentiu is the seat of a state government that, despite its failures, appears to have the population’s loyalty because the referendum demands it. The thinking of the southerners is that if they rise up against the government before the referendum, a national NGO worker said, “the jallaba,” using a historic term for opportunistic northern slave traders and businessmen, “will exploit the situation.” He continued, “Let us hide our colors now.” The population of Bentiu, in particular, has plenty of reason to be agitated. Unity state is home to the majority of the South’s oil-producing blocks and shares a porous border with North Sudan. Its strategic importance and relative wealth has made the state both a coveted commodity among powerful actors in the South’s ruling party, the SPLM, and its military arm the SPLA, and the scene of confrontation between North and South. As a result, Unity state is heavily militarized, occupied by forces loyal to a handful of different powerful players—a recipe for recurring insecurity...

http://www.enoughproject.org/publications/referendum-countdown-%E2%80%9Csky-high%E2%80%9D-expectations-sudan%E2%80%99s-unity-state


Soudan: libération de deux casques bleus jordaniens enlevés au Darfour 

PUBLICATION: AFP
DATE: 2010.08.17
Les premiers ressortissants d'un pays arabe enlevés depuis le début de la vague d'enlèvements au Darfour, dans l'ouest du Soudan, deux policiers jordaniens de la force de maintien de la paix ONU-Union africaine (Minuad), ont été libérés mardi après trois jours de détention. "Ils ont été libérés après des négociations. Nous n'avons pas payé de rançon", a déclaré à l'AFP Abdelhamid Moussa Kasha, gouverneur du Darfour-Sud, confirmant des informations en provenance d'Amman. Les deux officiers, Nabil al-Kilani et Ahmad al-Qaïssi, "se trouvent actuellement à la mission jordanienne (au Darfour) et sont en bonne santé", a dit le ministre jordanien de l'Information, Ali Ayed, cité par l'agence Petra. "Ils ont été libérés à Kass", ville du Darfour, située à environ 65 kilomètres au nord de Nyala, métropole de cette région où les deux policiers avaient été enlevés samedi matin par des hommes armés, a indiqué Chris Cycmanick, porte-parole de la Minuad. Le roi Abdallah II a ordonné l'envoi d'un avion militaire au Darfour afin de récupérer les deux hommes et les ramener en Jordanie, selon un communiqué du palais, tandis que les casques bleus estimaient que les deux hommes devaient passer par Khartoum, la capitale soudanaise, avant de quitter le pays. Les deux officiers de la sécurité générale avaient été enlevés alors qu'ils se trouvaient dans une voiture de l'ONU avec deux autres officiers jordaniens à Nyala, au Darfour-Sud. Trois hommes armés ont arrêté le véhicule et forcé deux des passagers à descendre. Après leur rapt, M. Ayed, avait dit qu'ils avaient été enlevés "parce qu'ils faisaient partie de la mission de l'ONU et non pas parce qu'ils étaient jordaniens", en assurant que son pays déploierait tous ses efforts en vue de leur retour "sains et saufs"…
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jGYjxsntX7L3xlIxFCf9JOvfuclA


Sud-Soudan: crise humanitaire en vue après le référendum



PUBLICATION: AFP
DATE: 2010.08.19
JUBA, Soudan — Le Sud-Soudan doit se préparer à faire face à une crise humanitaire à l'issue du référendum d'indépendance de janvier, menacé par des dissensions au sein de la commission responsable de son organisation, ont indiqué jeudi des responsables. "Les besoins seront énormes, nous aurons besoin de votre soutien. Nous devons être préparés", a déclaré le ministre Sud-Soudanais des Affaires humanitaires, James Kok Ruea, dans une salle de conférence à Juba (sud) bondée de responsables de l'ONU et d'organisations humanitaires. Les Sud-Soudanais doivent prendre part début janvier à un référendum au cours duquel ils auront à choisir entre leur indépendance ou le maintien de l'unité avec le reste du pays. Le ministre a ébauché trois scénarios sur la situation humanitaire du Sud-Soudan après le référendum. Si l'option sécessionniste triomphe, le Sud devra se préparer à accueillir 1,5 million de sudistes vivant actuellement dans le nord du pays, a indiqué M. Ruea. Si l'option unioniste remporte la mise, une grande partie des Sud-Soudanais favorables à la sécession réagiront peut-être avec colère. "Il y aura de la déception qui mènera aussi à une crise. Les gens ne voudront pas être dans un système favorable à la marginalisation, à l'islamisation, à l'arabisation", selon lui. Et si, troisième option, le référendum est interrompu, M. Ruea prévient des pires conséquences. "Si le système islamique au nord décide d'interrompre la conduite pacifique du référendum, alors que va-t-il se passer? La situation sera tendue et cela mènera probablement à un retour de la guerre".

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gW1VsCtUdhOeLW_vJXDJg5_lk24A


Aid groups denied access to Darfur camp after delivering fuel and medicine day earlier

PUBLICATION: Canadian Press

DATE: 2010.08.17

Sudanese authorities on Tuesday again prevented aid workers from entering a camp for 80,000 displaced people in South Darfur, a day after allowing a small group in for the first time in two weeks to deliver medicine and fuel to operate water pumps. United Nations deputy spokesman Farhan Haq said representatives of U.N. agencies and humanitarian organizations wanted to return to Kalma Camp to further assess conditions and additional humanitarian needs but were denied access. Tensions have been high at Kalma since late July, when demonstrations by opponents of peace talks with the government turned violent, leaving at least five people dead. The camp has a strong base of supporters of the rebel Sudan Liberation Army, which is not taking part in talks in Doha, Qatar, aimed at ending the seven-year war in Darfur. International aid workers travel to the camp every day, and when they arrived on Aug. 2 Sudanese authorities refused to let them enter and the ban was extended to local aid groups as well. On Monday, several U.N. agencies and local aid groups working in Kalma were allowed in for the first time since then for a quick assessment. The team visited different areas of the camp, finding parts empty after people fled following the recent tensions, said Samuel Hendricks, spokesman for the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Sudan...

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/unrestricted/2010/08/par201082812781354_61.htm


L'ONU s'inquiète de la "détérioration" de la relation entre humanitaires et autorités du Darfour


PUBLICATION: La Tribune de Genève
DATE: 2010.08.18
Le chef des opérations humanitaires de l’ONU au Soudan s’est dit "gravement" préoccupé mercredi par la "détérioration du climat de confiance" entre la communauté humanitaire et les autorités du Darfour, à la suite de l’expulsion de cinq responsables. "A la lumière des intimidations verbales proférées contre des employés de l’ONU, les pressant de quitter le Darfour-Ouest et le pays, le coordonnateur humanitaire répète que l’équipe humanitaire pour le pays n’a d’autre but que d’aider la population", a indiqué l’ONU à Khartoum dans un communiqué. Les autorités de la province du Darfour-Ouest avaient indiqué en fin de semaine dernière à trois hauts responsables de l’ONU - un de l’Organisation pour l’alimentation et l’agriculture (FAO) et deux du Haut Commissariat pour les réfugiés (HCR) - que leur sécurité ne pouvait plus être garanties et qu’ils devaient quitter la région d’ici 24 heures. Deux responsables du Comité internationale de la Croix-Rouge (CICR) avaient aussi été priées de plier bagage du Darfour. Le coordinateur en chef de l’ONU pour l’aide humanitaire au Soudan, Georg Charpentier, a affirmé "être gravement préoccupé par la détérioration du climat de confiance entre la communauté humanitaire et les autorités locales du Darfour", selon ce communiqué.
http://www.tdg.ch/actu/monde/onu-inquiete-deterioration-relation-humanitaires-autorites-darfour-2010-08-18
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo


 Trois Casques bleus assassinés


PUBLICATION: Radio-Canada
DATE: 2010.08.18
En République démocratique du Congo, trois Casques bleus d'origine indienne ont été tués et sept autres ont été blessés lors d'une attaque perpétrée par une cinquantaine d'hommes armés de machettes et de lances dans une base de la mission de l'ONU située à Kirumba, dans la province du Nord-Kivu. « Une cinquantaine d'assaillants sont sortis de la jungle pendant la nuit et ont engagé un combat au corps à corps avec une dizaine ou une douzaine de nos soldats », a déclaré à la presse le général Philippe Beni, chef d'état-major de la force de paix de l'ONU. Dans un communiqué diffusé à New Delhi, l'armée indienne indique que les agresseurs, qui ont frappé vers 1 h 50, heure locale, étaient « probablement des miliciens Maï-Maï », soit l'un des groupes rebelles actifs dans cette région hautement instable, située tout près de la frontière avec le Rwanda. « Profitant de l'obscurité », indique l'armée indienne, cinq d'entre eux, vêtus en civil et « apparemment inoffensifs » se sont d'abord présentés à la garde pour « demander de l'aide ». Pendant qu'ils échangeaient avec le soldat de garde, un groupe « d'environ 50 à 60 rebelles » a attaqué le poste de contrôle. L'attaque de la base, située à environ 140 kilomètres au nord de Goma, a duré environ cinq minutes, indique l'armée indienne…
http://www.radio-canada.ca/nouvelles/International/2010/08/18/006-rdc_casques_bleus.shtml


DRC: International justice denied?
PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2010.08.02
On a typically busy morning in North Kivu’s capital city Goma, nobody at the bank paid much attention to Bosco Ntaganda and his bodyguards. It had been a hectic few days for the rebel commander-turned-army general, who had also attended meetings with the provincial governor and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) President Joseph Kabila. Nothing unusual in that, except Ntaganda is a wanted man, under indictment by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war crimes in the northeastern Ituri region where Hague prosecutors allege he played a senior role in the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), a militia group accused of human rights abuses, including ethnic massacres, torture and rape. But four years after the ICC first issued the warrant, Ntaganda still lives openly in Goma. He has made peace with the government and serves in the army. His continued freedom is bad news for a court struggling with recent judicial setbacks and an increasingly sceptical DRC public...
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=90140

 DRC: Timeline on Lubanga’s ICC trial 


PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2010.08.16
The trial of Thomas Lubanga on war crimes charges that include the conscription of children, the first ever to be heard by the International Criminal Court, has been viewed as an important test of the international court’s credibility and effectiveness. Although the trial began in January 2009, Lubanga has been in ICC detention since March 2006. Beset by procedural hiccups, some observers fear the trial has gone on for too long. Others see the setbacks as a sign that justice is in fact being carried out in a court grappling with its first case. The most recent appeal in the case will determine whether there will be a stay of proceedings and whether Lubanga will be released unconditionally. International justice observers and survivors await this important decision in international law...

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=90184

 Illegal diggers block exports at Freeport Congo mine


PUBLICATION: Reuters Africa
DATE: 2010.08.18
Hundreds of illegal miners have rioted and blocked export traffic at Freeport-McMoRan's (FCX.N: Quote) Tenke Fungurume copper and cobalt mine in southern Democratic Republic of Congo, halting hundreds of trucks from mines further north, the company and local sources said on Wednesday. This is the second time this month that miners have staged such protests at the country's $2 billion mine site, where Tenke has failed to resolve a dispute with illegal miners who continue to dig the copper-rich soil within its vast concession. Wednesday's protest escalated after security guards tried to move local miners off the land. "Two Territorial Police have received minor injuries and a police firearm was reported taken," Tenke Fungurume Mining said in a statement. An estimated 500 local diggers set a vehicle on fire in the protest, ransacked a worker's home and police fired shots into the air, according to local and company reports. "It seems to be escalating," said a security analyst in the region who did not want to be named. "The mine workers are stopping all traffic at Tenke...tyres (are) being burnt outside the Tenke barrier and fighting has broken out." North of the Kolwezi mining town, at least a hundred trucks filled with minerals from other copper mines have been blocked, said one transporter who did not want to be named. "My trucks can't move, this has happened twice now and I'm losing here. Tenke is costing everyone else money," he said. Earlier this month, a provincial minister said 2,000 illegal diggers overran the company's site, looted its offices, set fire to trucks and stole copper cathodes waiting for export, in anger at being forced to abandon their livelihoods without being offered jobs...

http://af.reuters.com/article/drcNews/idAFLDE67H1O720100818?sp=true
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


Roma migrants tossed on sea of uncertainty 

PUBLICATION: Globe and Mail
DATE: 2010.08.17
Life was precarious for Rodika Novacovici when she stayed in a flyblown makeshift camp of tarp huts and rusted caravans on the shoulder of the A86 highway that circles Paris, selling scrounged flowers for a few euros a day. It is even less certain now that she and 57 other destitute Romas found shelter last week in a sparkling clean grade-school gym in this small suburban town 12 kilometres from the heart of the capital. “A lot of people in France have good hearts,” said Ms. Novacovici, a 36-year-old widow whose passable language skills have made her the spokeswoman for the little group of homeless migrants. “But so many look down on us and I don’t understand why.” As part of a new nationwide crackdown on illegal Roma squats and shantytowns, French police last week dismantled her roadside camp at 6 in the morning, impounded the unregistered vehicles and offered the adults a choice: Go back voluntarily to Romania with a farewell gift of €300 and a plane ticket, they said, or face deportation...

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/europe/roma-migrants-tossed-on-sea-of-uncertainty/article1676518/

 En Birmanie, la junte veut verrouiller la future campagne électorale


PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2010.08.19
La junte birmane a rendu publiques, jeudi 19 août, ses règles strictes pour encadrer la campagne des élections législatives qui se tiendront en Birmanie le 7 novembre. Ces élections sont les premières depuis vingt ans dans le pays. Quarante formations politiques, pour la plupart représentant des groupes ethniques, sont sur les rangs pour le scrutin afin d'obtenir des élus à l'Assemblée nationale, au Sénat ou dans l'une des quatorze assemblées régionales. Mais tout contrevenant aux règles électorales pourra être radié des listes des partis. Ces derniers devront demander une semaine à l'avance l'autorisation d'organiser une manifestation, afin que les forces de l'ordre puissent "assurer la sécurité" du rassemblement. Les discours et les articles "salissant l'image" de l'Etat ou des autorités militaires seront eux rigoureusement interdits. La commission électorale a également autorisé les forces de l'ordre à interdire aux manifestants de "brandir des drapeaux et de crier des slogans" susceptibles de nuire à la tranquillité publique. Vendredi 13 août, le secrétaire général des Nations unies, Ban Ki-moon, avait exhorté la junte birmane à faire en sorte que les élections soient "libres et honnêtes". La Ligue nationale pour la démocratie, le parti de la Prix Nobel de la paix Aung San Suu Kyi, qui est toujours assignée à résidence, boycottera le scrutin.

http://www.lemonde.fr/asie-pacifique/article/2010/08/19/en-birmanie-la-junte-veut-verrouiller-la-future-campagne-electorale_1400737_3216.html

Expulsion des Roms : la Roumanie et la Bulgarie haussent le ton


PUBLICATION: Le Monde
DATE: 2010.08.18
Les critiques se multiplient en Roumanie et en Bulgarie contre la politique française à l'égard des Roms, alors que la France compte expulser 700 Roms  de son territoire d'ici à la fin août. Le ministre roumain des affaires étrangères, Teodor Baconschi, s'est dit mercredi 18 août inquiet des "risques de dérapage populiste" et de "réactions xénophobes", et espère que la légalité sera respectée pour chacune des "expulsions" effectuées par la France, faisant écho à des craintes exprimées lundi par des ONG roumaines de défense des Roms. Le chef de la diplomatie a surtout insisté sur la nécessité d'une coopération réelle entre Paris, Bucarest et l'Union européenne, "sans fièvre électoraliste artificielle" pour résoudre les problèmes de pauvreté, d'accès aux soins et d'éducation auxquels font face les Roms dans toute l'Europe. La communauté compte entre 530 000 et 2,5 millions de membres en Roumanie et environ 800 000 en Bulgarie. De son côté, la Commission européenne a rappelé que la France "doit respecter les règles" sur la liberté de circulation et d'établissement des citoyens européens. Bruxelles suit "très attentivement" la situation alors que Paris s'apprête à reconduire en Roumanie 79 Roms jeudi…

http://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2010/08/18/expulsion-des-roms-la-roumanie-et-la-bulgarie-haussent-le-ton_1400037_3214.html

US backs inquiry into alleged Burma war crimes


PUBLICATION: BBC News
DATE: 2010.08.18
The US government says it will back the creation of an international commission to investigate alleged war crimes by Burma's military junta. The body could advance the cause of human rights in Burma by "addressing issues of accountability" for members of the regime, the White House said. A senior US official told the BBC the move was still consistent with the US policy of engagement with Burma. The US announced in 2009 that it would engage diplomatically with Burma. In March, UN special rapporteur Tomas Ojea Quintana released a critical report referring to "systematic violation of human rights" for years in the country. The Obama administration's aim was to help put Burma on a path to reform, achieve credible elections as well as promote national reconciliation, including with the National League for Democracy, led by Aung San Suu Kyii. But US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton says efforts have yielded no improvement in the situation inside the country, ahead of general elections scheduled for 7 November... 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-11015596


Uzbekistan: Activist Hit With New Sentence



PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch
DATE: 2010.08.13
The Uzbek government should revoke the 13-year prison sentence handed down to the human rights defender Gaibullo Jalilov on August 6, 2010, and set him free, Human Rights Watch said today. Jalilov, a Karshi-based member of the Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan, had been serving a 9-year sentence, convicted of religious extremism charges in an unfair trial on January 18. In a closed hearing on August 6 in the Kashkadarya Regional Criminal Court, he was sentenced to an additional four years on new criminal charges of anti-constitutional activity (article 159-1, parts a and b, of the Uzbek Criminal Code) extending his sentence to 13 years. "Jalilov should not be in prison in the first place given the lack of credible evidence against him," said Rachel Denber, Europe and Central Asia director at Human Rights Watch. "The extension of Jalilov's sentence shows the harshness of the Uzbek government's campaign against human rights activists." Jalilov's state-appointed lawyer, who was hesitant to provide information about the case, fearing repercussions, said that the new charges were brought based on witness testimony that Jalilov had actively participated in religious gatherings, and that during these gatherings, he had taken part in religious studies and watched DVDs that contained religious extremist content...
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