News Clips - All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide/

Coupures de presse - Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide

Good day / Bonjour,

 

Le francais suit 
 

For your information, attached are articles from the past week on the subject of genocide and crimes against humanity. Please note that the documents are provided in their original language of publication.

 
À titre de renseignement, veuillez trouver ci-joint des articles parus la semaine dernière touchant le génocide et les crimes contre l’humanité. Veuillez noter que les articles transmis sont dans la langue officielle dans laquelle ils ont été rédigés.
Thank you / Merci

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS
· 16TH Commemoration of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide: Panel Discussion on Justice and Healing/16e Commémoration du génocide du 1994 au Rwanda : Table ronde sur la justice et la guérison

· Ethnicity and Democracy in Africa with Dr. Bruce Berman

· Linking Across Distance and Difference: A Critical Look at Grandmothers’ Mobilizations in South Africa and Canada
· The Transformation of Civil Wars, 1800-2010
· 10 ans après le rapport Brahimi : Défis et opportunités des opérations de paix
· War Through a Woman's Eyes, 1939-1940
· Nuclear Threats: A Practical Agenda for Global Policymakers
REPORTS – RAPPORTS

· Deal Making in Sudan
· Mob Justice in Burundi
· Trail of Death LRA Atrocities in Northeastern Congo
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan

· Sudanese Go to the Polls in Less Than Two Weeks
· Soudan : Les élections ne doivent pas être reportées, selon l'ONU
· Sudan, rebels 'unlikely' to clinch accord
· SOUDAN: Craintes de violences à l’approche des élections
· Sudan: Why Oil is Critical in Preventing a Return to War
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

· DRC-UGANDA: Still afraid of the LRA
· 300 morts dans un raid fin 2009
· Africa's Great Riddle
· Kaboul ou Kinshasa - il faut débattre
· Canada should be in Congo
· RDC : La MONUC reconstruit des routes pour stabiliser l'est du pays
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles

· US to give $5 million for Cambodia's Khmer Rouge genocide trial
· BURUNDI: Les villages de la « paix » ont un prix 
· Serbia apologizes for deaths
· Myanmar : Le Groupe des amis juge nécessaire des élections inclusives
· Srebrenica survivors reject apology
· Somalie: Les États-Unis n'ont aucun désir d'« américaniser » le processus de paix
· 20-year mission is almost over
· Une nouvelle " guerre du pétrole " menace le Nigeria 
· Students rally to banish hate and embrace diversity
· Rebuilding Lives after the War in Northern Uganda 

EVENTS – ÉVÉNEMENTS

16TH Commemoration of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide: Panel Discussion on Justice and Healing

--
16e Commémoration du génocide du 1994 au Rwanda : Table ronde sur la justice et la guérison



DATE: 2010.04.07 from 6:00-9:00 / 18h à 21h

LOCATION/LIEU: West Block, Room 200, Parliament Hill / édifice de l’Ouest, pièce 200, colline du Parlement

INFORMATION: Robert.manzi@gmail.com
Sixteen years after the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, there are two cases before Canadian courts under Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes Act.Genocide survivors and human rights activists commend Canada’s contribution in bringing justice to victims and survivors and call for more efforts to ensure that those who committed the genocide in Rwanda don’t enjoy impunity in Canada. 
The Humura Association and the All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide and Other Crimes Against Humanity (Genocide Prevention Group) will co-host a panel discussion on theme of “Justice and Healing: Canada’s Criminal Justice and Genocide– Can Justice Be An Instrument for Healing?” 

Panelists:

· Dr. Murielle Paradelle, assistant professor at the University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Law;

· Mr. Paul Dewar, Member of Parliament for Ottawa-Center and Chair of the Genocide Prevention Group; and

· Mr. Gaston Segakiga, a survivor living in Ottawa, Ontario.

--

Seize ans après le génocide au Rwanda en 1994, les tribunaux canadiens sont saisis de deux affaires en vertu de la Loi sur les crimes contre l’humanité et les crimes de guerre. Survivants du génocide et militants pour les droits de la personne félicitent le Canada pour le rôle qu’il a joué afin de rendre justice aux victimes et aux survivants et demandent que l’on redouble d’efforts pour empêcher que les auteurs du génocide du Rwanda ne jouissent pas d’impunité au Canada. 
L’association Humura et le Groupe parlementaire multipartite pour la prévention du génocide et autres crimes contre l'humanité (Groupe pour la prévention du génocide) accueilleront ensemble une table ronde sur le thème « La justice et la guérison : La justice pénale au Canada et le génocide– La justice peut-elle être un instrument de guérison? » 

Participants à la table ronde :

· Mme Murielle Paradelle, professeure adjointe à la faculté de droit de l’Université d’Ottawa;

· M. Paul Dewar, député d’Ottawa-Centre et président du Groupe de prévention du génocide; 

· M. Gaston Segakiga, survivant qui vit à Ottawa (Ontario).


Ethnicity and Democracy in Africa with Dr. Bruce Berman


DATE: 2010.04.01 from 4:00-5:30pm
LOCATION/LIEU: Carleton University, Loeb Building, Room A720
Dr. Bruce Berman is Professor Emeritus of Political Studies at Queen’s University. Berman is the author, co-author and co-editor of six books and more than forty published papers. His early work focused on the political economy of the colonial state in Africa and its impact on African societies, including Control and Crisis in Colonial Kenya: the Dialectic of Domination (James Currey/Ohio University Press, 1990), which won the Joel Gregory Prize from the Canadian Association of African Studies in 1991; and, with John Lonsdale, Unhappy Valley: Conflict in Kenya and Africa (James Currey/Ohio University Press, 1992), which received the Trevor Reese Memorial Prize in Imperial and Commonwealth History in 1995. Since the early 1990s his work has focused increasingly on the development of modern African ethnicities and their political expression.

Linking Across Distance and Difference: A Critical Look at Grandmothers’ Mobilizations in South Africa and Canada


DATE: 2010.04.06 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: Carleton University, 436 Paterson Hall (PA).
INFORMATION: Pre-Registration requested by March 29, 2010 to Jeremy_Littlewood@carleton.ca; http://www.carleton.ca/africanstudies/). 
May Chazan, Carleton University (Ph.D. Candidate, Geography, and Environmental Studies). Part of the African Studies Brownbag Seminar Series.

The Transformation of Civil Wars, 1800-2010


DATE: 2010.04.08 at 10:30 a.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa, Desmarais Building, 55 Laurier Ave. E., Room 3120
INFORMATION: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/cepi-cips/eng/events.asp#apr8 
A talk by Stathis Kalyvas, Yale University. Stathis N. Kalyvas is Arnold Wolfers Professor of Political Science and Director of the Program on Order, Conflict, and Violence. He is the author of The Logic of Violence in Civil War (Cambridge University Press, 2006) and The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (Cornell University Press, 1996), and the co-editor of Order, Conflict & Violence (Cambridge University Press, 2008). He has received several awards, including the Woodrow Wilson Award for best book on government, politics, or international affairs (2007), the Luebbert Award for best book in comparative politics (2008), the European Academy of Sociology Book Award (2008), the J. David Greenstone Award for best book in politics and history (1997), and the Gregory Luebbert Award for best article in comparative politics (2001 and 2009). 

10 ans après le rapport Brahimi : Défis et opportunités des opérations de paix

DATE: 2010.04.09-10 

LOCATION/LIEU: Université de Montréal, Pavillon Roger-Gaudry (pavillon principal), Salle M-425
INFORMATION: http://www.cerium.ca/L-ONU-et-la-paix-ou-en-est-on?lang=fr 
En août 2000, Lakhdar Brahimi, Secrétaire général adjoint et conseiller spécial auprès du Secrétaire général de l’ONU, déposait son rapport sur l’état des opérations de paix de l’ONU. Ce rapport faisait une critique sévère des limites de l’organisation et proposait de multiples recommandations afin que celle-ci demeure capable de répondre de manière efficiente aux exigences des déploiements sur des terrains difficiles et pour des missions de plus en plus complexes. Où en sont les opérations de paix, aujourd’hui, dix ans après le rapport Brahimi ? Réunissant experts et praticiens chevronnés, le colloque se donne pour objectif d’évaluer les capacités onusiennes en termes de maintien et de consolidation de la paix. Parmi les thèmes abordés : 

-Continuité et changement dans le contexte des opérations de paix 
-Le maintien de la paix robuste 
-Le partage du fardeau dans les opérations de paix 
-La régionalisation du maintien de la paix 
-La consolidation de la paix 
-Table ronde : le Canada et le maintien de la paix

War Through a Woman's Eyes, 1939-1940


DATE: 2010.04.09 

LOCATION/LIEU: Embassy of the Republic of Poland 443 Daly Ave Ottawa K1N 6H3

INFORMATION: 613-789-0468, ext. 34 
The Embassy of the Republic of Poland and the Canadian Foundation for Polish Studies invite you to a dramatic reading of Rulka Langer's "The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt: War Through a Woman's Eyes, 1939-1940," a gripping first-person account of the bombing and occupation of Warsaw by Nazi Germany. American publisher Terry Tegnazian, co-founder of Aquila Polonica Publishing, will read from and discuss this harrowing tale of the early days of World War II. The event will also feature the first public screening in Ottawa of "Siege," a 1940 Academy Award-nominated newsreel shot by American photojournalist Julien Bryan in the days after the invasion of Warsaw. A reception will follow the program.

Nuclear Threats: A Practical Agenda for Global Policymakers


DATE: 2010.04.26 at 6:00 p.m. 

LOCATION/LIEU: University of Ottawa, Desmarais Building, 55 Laurier Ave. E., Room 1160 (first floor)
INFORMATION: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/cepi-cips/eng/events.asp#apr8 Pre-registration is required. RSVP at https://web5.uottawa.ca/events/gareth-evans-lecture/registration.html 
A talk by the Honorable Gareth Evans, Co-chair, International Commission on Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament. Gareth Evans is Chancellor of the Australian National University and Co-Chair of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament. From 2000 to 2009, he was President of the International Crisis Group. Previously, he spent 21 years in Australian politics, thirteen of them as a Cabinet Minister in the positions of Attorney-General (1983-84), Minister for Resources and Energy (1984-87), Minister for Transport and Communications (1987-88) and Foreign Minister (1988-96), where he was associated, among other things, with the negotiation of the Chemical Weapons Convention and the establishment of the Canberra Commission on the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. He has written or edited nine books (most recently The Responsibility to Protect: Ending Mass Atrocity Crimes Once and for All, Brookings Institution Press, 2008) and published over 100 journal articles and book chapters on foreign relations, human rights and legal and constitutional reform. 
REPORTS – RAPPORTS


Deal Making in Sudan


PUBLICATION: Enough: The Project to End Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity

DATE: 2010.03.31 

INFORMATION: http://www.enoughproject.org/publications/deal-making-sudan 
A series of deals in February 2010 over elements of Sudan’s Comprehensive Peace Agreement, or CPA, largely went under the radar of international media attention, but offer important insights into the current dynamics of deal making between the National Congress Party, or NCP, and the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement/Army, or SPLM/A, as Sudan approaches the vital question of southern independence. Both the NCP and the SPLM continue to approach deal making as a largely elite process. While the parties have found some areas of consensus, and are making progress in resolving some key issues, there is a worrying thread of self-interestedness in these decisions that could have unfortunate long-term consequences for both North and South. Given the range and complexity of issues still on the table, a far better coordinated and organized international approach to facilitating these discussions is needed. The strategy (or lack thereof) behind the international community’s involvement in the North-South negotiations will have an enduring impact on security throughout the region. A better coordinated international effort is needed to ensure that North-South discussions over the most contentious issues related to the likely “divorce” of North and South Sudan next year occur sooner rather than later in order to reduce the chances that these talks will degenerate into a dangerous zero-sum game.


 Mob Justice in Burundi


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch  

DATE: 2010.03.26 

INFORMATION: http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/03/31/mob-justice-burundi-0 
This 105-page report finds that authorities have at times been directly involved in public killings and beatings of suspected criminals, or have facilitated them by forming untrained "security committees" that operate at the margins of the law. In other cases, officials have stood by while mobs attacked alleged criminals. The report, based on seven months of field research, finds that such killings rarely result in official investigations, let alone prosecutions

Trail of Death LRA Atrocities in Northeastern Congo


PUBLICATION: Human Rights Watch  

DATE: 2010.03.28

INFORMATION: http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/03/29/trail-death-0
This 67-page report is the first detailed documentation of the Makombo massacre and other atrocities by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in Congo in 2009 and early 2010. The report, based on a Human Rights Watch fact-finding mission to the massacre area in February, documents the brutal killings during the well-planned LRA attack from December 14 to 17 in the remote Makombo area of Haute Uele district.
NEWSCLIPS – COUPURES DE PRESSE

Sudan / Soudan


Sudanese Go to the Polls in Less Than Two Weeks

PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com  

DATE: 2010.03.31
Sudan goes to the polls in less than two weeks in what seems to be an exciting prospect for the country that has been under one party rule for 21 years. Both the Northerners and Southerners will be taking part in elections on April 11. Among those who are seeking to end President Omar al-Bashir's rule is Yasser Saaeed Arman, 49. Vying under the Sudan People Liberation Movement, Arman, will battle it out with nine other candidates approved by the National Elections Commission. He is currently the SPLM Deputy Secretary General for the Northern Sector, and its parliamentary block leader. "I am confident that the SPLM will win both in the south and the nationwide. I will be up to the challenge and the confidence of the party leadership. This is a serious part of the struggle we have been engaged in for the last 27 years," he said after he was declared the party's candidate.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003291841.html 


Soudan : Les élections ne doivent pas être reportées, selon l'ONU

PUBLICATION: Centre D’Actualités de l’ONU 
DATE: 2010.03.22
Le Représentant spécial de l'ONU au Soudan et Chef de la Mission des Nations Unies dans ce pays (UNMIS), Haile Menkerios, a réitéré dimanche son appel pour que les élections prévues du 11 au 13 avril prochain ne soient pas reportées. « Les élections doivent se tenir conformément à l'agenda fixé par l'Accord de paix global, et doivent être organisées dans une atmosphère qui contribue à garantir un processus libre et juste », a dit M. Menkerios dimanche à Khartoum, lors d'une conférence de presse. Ces élections nationales sont les premières organisées depuis 24 ans. Elles représentent une étape importante dans la mise en œuvre des accords de paix signés en 2005 qui ont mis fin à la guerre civile entre le Nord et le Sud-Soudan. Après ces élections, qui sont à la fois des élections présidentielles, parlementaires et locales, l'organisation d'un référendum sur la sécession du Sud-Soudan sera la prochaine étape décisive de l'application de l'Accord de paix global. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21570&Cr=Soudan&Cr1=


Sudan, rebels 'unlikely' to clinch accord

PUBLICATION: The Daily News (Nanaimo)
DATE: 2010.03.23

Darfur rebels and the Sudanese government may not be able to sign a final peace accord before the April 11 elections in Sudan, UN negotiator Djibril Bassole said on Wednesday. "It is unlikely that a peace agreement will be concluded before the elections," Bassole, the chief negotiator for the United Nations and the African Union in Darfur said. Darfur's main rebel group, the Justice and Equality Movement, and Khartoum signed a framework peace accord in Doha in February and they were due to ink a final agreement by mid-March.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/04/par201041968795_921.htm


SOUDAN: Craintes de violences à l’approche des élections

PUBLICATION: IRIN  

DATE: 2010.03.30
Les tensions se font de plus en plus vives à l’approche des élections au Soudan, et les analystes, les candidats et les électeurs craignent des flambées de violence dans les poudrières du sud. Les élections, qui doivent avoir lieu en avril, sont un élément clé de l’Accord de paix global (APG) de 2005, qui avait mis fin à 22 années de guerre civile au Soudan. « Nous nous inquiétons de ce qui va se passer lorsque les votes seront annoncés », a dit William Kong, ancien soldat, lors d’un rassemblement électoral, à Bentiu, chef-lieu de l’Unité, un Etat riche en pétrole du sud du pays. « Les gens sont tellement excités pour la personne qu’ils soutiennent que j’ai peur qu’il n’y ait des problèmes s’ils découvrent qu’ils ont perdu ». Les élections, premier scrutin multipartite en 24 ans, opposeront le Mouvement populaire de libération du Soudan (SPLM), ancien groupe rebelle actuellement au pouvoir dans le sud, à son ancien ennemi du nord, le Parti du congrès national (NCP). 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=88626


Sudan: Why Oil is Critical in Preventing a Return to War

PUBLICATION: AllAfrica.com 

DATE: 2010.03.29

While there are many outstanding issues in the implementation of the 2005 Sudanese peace deal, the issue of sharing oil revenue stands out as potentially decisive, and could lead to a return to war. New evidence that shows production figures for 2009 don't add up has emerged. The figures, recently published by the China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) - the main oil company operating in the country - for the blocks it operates in Sudan's Upper Nile State, are 12 per cent higher than those published by the Sudanese government. The difference - 12 million barrels - is significant. The oil, worth $370 million, is enough to power a city in the US the size of San Francisco for an entire year. When the North-South conflict reignited in 1983, there were already significant amounts of oil deposits in the South, although it was not until 1999 that the commodity was first exported. The revenues helped the government to fan the conflict. Indeed, a former finance minister has been quoted as saying that more than 70 per cent of the government's share of oil profits was spent on "defence."

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003290341.html
Democratic Republic of Congo / République démocratique du Congo

DRC-UGANDA: Still afraid of the LRA


PUBLICATION: IRIN
DATE: 2010.03.29
Hundreds of thousands of people displaced by Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo are still afraid to return to their villages, despite a lull in attacks, a UN spokesman said. 
Some 298,000 people were displaced in Haut Uele district in 2009, along with 42,500 in Aru territory in Ituri. Another 20,000 fled to Southern Sudan and 3,500 to Central African Republic, said Ndiaga Seck, associate information officer with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in the North Kivu provincial capital of Goma. 
“Displacement rose 9 percent in Haut Uele and 11 percent in Bas Uele after a massacre in Makombo in December,” he said. “The attacks have since subsided, except in some places, but most IDPs [internally displaced persons] are still living with host families.” The 14-17 December massacre left 321 civilians dead and 250 abducted, including at least 80 children, according to Human Rights Watch. "The Makombo massacre is one of the worst ever committed by the LRA in its bloody 23-year history," Anneke van Woudenberg, HRW senior Africa researcher, said in a report issued on 28 March. "The four-day rampage demonstrates that the LRA remains a serious threat to civilians and is not a spent force, as the Ugandan and Congolese governments claim." 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201003241175.html 

300 morts dans un raid fin 2009

PUBLICATION: LeDroit 

DATE: 2010.03.29
Au moins 321 personnes ont été tuées mi-décembre 2009 lors d'un raid de rebelles ougandais de l'Armée de résistance du Seigneur (LRA) dans plusieurs villages du nord-ouest de la République Démocratique du Congo, selon un rapport de l'ONG Human Rights Watch (HRW) publié hier. Selon un vicaire local, MgrDieudonné Abakuba, une trentaine de membres de la LRA ont traversé entre le 14 et le 18décembre une dizaine de villages du district du Haut-Uélé, dans le nord-est du pays. "Ils ont tué au moins 300 personnes. Ils en ont aussi enlevé entre 200 et 400 avant de disparaître", a affirmé le religieux. 250 personnes auraient été enlevées, dont 80 enfants, estime HRW. L'ONG dénonce aussi le faible nombre de Casques bleus déployés dans la région, soit environ 1000 soldats. Les rebelles "étaient en tenue militaire. Ils ont tué beaucoup de gens sur la route, en les assommant avec des gourdins", a ajouté le vicaire. La rébellion de la LRA, active depuis 1988 dans le nord de l'Ouganda, est réputée pour être une des plus brutales au monde.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201031224428639_24.htm

Africa's Great Riddle


PUBLICATION: The Globe and Mail

DATE: 2010.03.27

In a decade of war, Biringiro Kamanutse has tried to go home four times - only to flee for his life each time. A few weeks ago, rebels attacked his village, killing and looting, even taking his clothes and cooking pans. Mr. Kamanutse and his family took shelter in a nearby village, but it too was attacked, so they trudged two days through the bush to reach a camp at Kitchanga, where up to 20,000 refugees are crowded in tiny huts of sticks and straw. While still in the bush, he heard politicians on the radio talking about peace and progress. "They say we can go home - it's safe, it's quiet," he says. "But it has no connection to reality."  For millions of Congolese, the brutality that plagues their daily lives is all too real - even if almost everyone else would just as soon forget about a conflict so devastating that some call it "Africa's world war." With a death toll surpassing that of Iraq and Afghanistan combined, it is one of the bloodiest and longest-running struggles anywhere. Nobody knows how many people have died since the latest fighting erupted, but estimates range as high as 5 million, including those who have died from the illness and hunger it has caused. As well, hundreds of thousands of women, many of them still girls, have been raped; soldiers on all sides use sexual violence like a weapon. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all2010370466819_68.htm

Kaboul ou Kinshasa - il faut débattre



PUBLICATION: Le Soleil
DATE: 2010.04.01
Deux nouvelles d'Ottawa, une bonne, l'autre mauvaise. La première, c'est le refus de prolonger la mission militaire canadienne en Afghanistan malgré les souhaits, voire les pressions publiques de Hillary Clinton en ce sens. La mauvaise, c'est l'annonce quasi officielle que le pays y maintiendra une mission civile et humanitaire sans consulter le Parlement sur les paramètres de ladite mission. Stephen Harper avait eu la bonne idée de commander un rapport à un groupe de travail spécial sur la poursuite de la mission, il y a deux ans, ce qui avait débouché sur un débat aux Communes et un vote majoritaire favorable. La décision de rapatrier les militaires avant la fin de 2011 a apporté une sorte de paix sociale dans le débat, au grand bénéfice du gouvernement. Pourquoi alors ne pas répéter l'expérience dans le nouveau contexte avancé par M. Harper? Si nous laissons une mission civile et humanitaire en Afghanistan, qui la protégera? Les Américains? Nos voisins effectuent en ce moment une mission de combat intensive qui n'a rien à voir avec le nation-building. Leurs troupes passent à travers les champs de pavot les yeux fermés, indifférents à cette récolte qui assure le financement des rebelles talibans. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/04/all201041154146503_32.htm

Canada should be in Congo


PUBLICATION: Ottawa Citizen
DATE: 2010.04.01
In Afghanistan, the Taliban threw acid in the faces of girls to try to stop them from attending school. The story shocked the world, and was a reminder of the reasons Canadian and other NATO troops got involved in the dangerous conflict on the other side of the world -- to help bring stability so that life could return to some kind of normal and girls could return to school. If the stories from Afghanistan moved and angered Canadians, the stories from Congo will sicken them. But they should also convince Canadians that the United Nations mission in Congo is the right place for Canadian troops once they leave Afghanistan next year -- for the sake of the people of Congo and for the sake of Canada. Canadian involvement in the living hell that Congo has become won't likely solve a complex war, but it should make some difference. It will also make a difference if Canadians hear and understand the scope of violence in Congo, the way they have with Afghanistan. Congo has been called the most dangerous place in the world to be a girl or a woman, and that is saying something. It is also one of the most often ignored. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/04/all201043123201668_9.htm

 RDC : La MONUC reconstruit des routes pour stabiliser l'est du pays

PUBLICATION: Centre d’Actualités de l’ONU
DATE: 2010.03.24
La route qui relie Bukavu à Shabunda à l'est de la République Démocratique du Congo (RDC) est en cours de reconstruction afin de désenclaver et stabiliser la région, et redynamiser le secteur économique, a annoncé la Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies en République démocratique du Congo (MONUC). « La route est le symbole d'une nouvelle liberté pour de nombreuses personnes », a déclaré un attaché de presse de la MONUC à Bukavu, Florian Barbey au Centre d'actualités de l'ONU. Bukavu, la capitale de la province du Sud-Kivu, frontalière du Rwanda, est à 340 kilomètres à l'est de Shabunda. Au moins 75 kilomètres ont déjà pu être achevés par les ingénieurs de la MONUC. « Lorsque la route était détruite, cela prenait plus d'un mois pour parcourir les quelques 300 kilomètres entre Bukavu et Shabunda. Maintenant nous faisons les 75 kilomètres de route en quelques heures », se félicite M. Barbey. Isolée et impraticable, la route était encore dangereuse et fréquentée par les groupes rebelles des Forces démocratiques de libération du Rwanda (FDLR) il y a peu de temps. « Joindre les deux villes était possible car il y avait de nombreuses barrières. Les FDLR verrouillaient Shabunda. Il y avait des groupes armés mais aussi les militaires qui vous demandaient de l'argent. Maintenant après l'opération Kimia II, la route peut être reconstruite », a dit M. Barbey faisant allusion à l'opération militaire menée en 2009 par les Casques bleus afin de neutraliser les groupes armés.

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21540&Cr=Congo&Cr1=
Other Related News / Autres Nouvelles


 US to give $5 million for Cambodia's Khmer Rouge genocide trial

PUBLICATION : The Canadian Press 
DATE: 2010.03.31
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia _ The United States will contribute $5 million to the U.N.-backed genocide tribunal trying members of the communist Khmer Rouge. U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes Issues Stephen Rapp announced the donation Wednesday at the end of a two-day visit to Cambodia. The tribunal is seeking justice for the estimated 1.7 million people who died from execution, overwork, disease and malnutrition under the 1975-79 Khmer Rouge regime. Donor countries have provided over $100 million to date in support of the tribunal, including $1.8 million from the United States in 2009. The tribunal last year tried its first defendant, prison chief Kaing Guek Eav, for crimes against humanity, war crimes, murder and torture. Its verdict is expected in the next few months. Four suspects being held for a second trial, which may begin by the end of this year, are the Khmer Rouge's top ideologist, Nuon Chea; former Foreign Minister Ieng Sary; his wife, former Social Affairs Minister Ieng Thirith; and former head of state Khieu Samphan. They face charges of genocide in addition to crimes against humanity and war crimes. The tribunal is being conducted jointly by Cambodian and foreign jurists under U.N. auspices. Rapp said the $5 million was earmarked for the U.N. side of the operation. Lars Olsen, a tribunal spokesman, said the contribution showed the strong support the tribunal enjoys from the international community and urged other nations to follow suit.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/04/all201044010146302_61.htm


BURUNDI: Les villages de la « paix » ont un prix 

PUBLICATION : IRIN
DATE: 2010.03.31
Quand le premier « village de la paix » a été créé au Burundi, en 2003, l’objectif était d’aider à refermer les blessures et d’encourager la réconciliation entre les trois groupes ethniques du pays (les Hutus, les Tutsis et les Twas) à la fin d’une guerre civile prolongée. Depuis lors, 16 de ces villages ont été construits dans l’ensemble du pays, mais certains de leurs habitants s’y sentent négligés et oubliés : ils y subissent des pénuries d’eau constantes et souffrent d’un manque de terres cultivables. Construit sur 10 hectares, Kukamakara, village de la paix situé dans la province de Rugombo, abrite 301 familles, et notamment des anciens combattants démobilisés, des anciens réfugiés rentrés de Tanzanie, de République démocratique du Congo et du Rwanda, et des familles batwas, la communauté minoritaire du pays. Non loin de là se trouve Rural, un village de la commune de Mugina, uniquement séparé de Kukamakara par une rizière ; Rural abrite 30 familles de rapatriés et de personnes anciennement déplacées. Selon les habitants des deux villages, le gouvernement ne leur a pas envoyé d’aide humanitaire depuis 2005. 
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/ReportFrench.aspx?ReportId=88641


Serbia apologizes for deaths

PUBLICATION : The Chronicle-Herald 
DATE: 2010.03.24
Serbia's apology for the 1995 massacre of 8,000 Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica could help reconciliation in the war-scarred Balkans and lead to the capture of a wartime general accused of masterminding the carnage, Serbia's president said Wednesday. Boris Tadic said the "historic" parliamentary resolution adopted late Tuesday "clearly shows that Serbs are distancing themselves from that monstrous crime." Parliament narrowly approved the declaration condemning the worst carnage in Europe since the Second World War allegedly committed by the Bosnian Serb troops led by commander Ratko Mladic. The country is still divided over Serbia's role in the 1990s conflict. Hardline nationalists engaged in an acrimonious debate before the vote with members of Tadic's pro-democracy coalition, which is seeking to distance the country from past warmongering under the late strongman Slobodan Milosevic. Mladic, Europe's most-wanted war crimes fugitive, has been on the run since 1995 when he was indicted by a UN tribunal for genocide in the Srebrenica massacre, and for other crimes committed by his troops during the 1992-95 Bosnian war. 
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/04/all201041140287797_42.htm


Myanmar : Le Groupe des amis juge nécessaire des élections inclusives

PUBLICATION : Centre D’Actualités de l’ONU 

DATE: 2010.03.25
Le Groupe des amis du Secrétaire général de l'ONU sur le Myanmar a jugé nécessaire jeudi que les élections prévues cette année soient inclusives et transparentes afin de faire progresser les perspectives de stabilité, de démocratie et de développement pour tout le peuple du Myanmar. Le Groupe des amis s'est réuni jeudi au siège des Nations Unies à New York pour examiner les nouveaux développements avant ces élections, les premières en vingt ans, alors que les autorités du Myanmar ont récemment annoncé de nouvelles lois électorales. « Nous encourageons toutes les parties à travailler dans l'intérêt national. Le gouvernement doit créer les conditions permettant à toutes les parties prenantes de participer librement à ces élections. Cela inclut la libération de tous les prisonniers politiques, dont Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, et le respect des libertés fondamentales », a dit le Secrétaire général de l'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, lors d'un point de presse à l'issue de cette réunion. « J'ai exprimé mes préoccupations sur le fait que les lois électorales publiées et l'environnement électoral dans son ensemble ne sont pas à la hauteur de ce qui est nécessaire pour un processus politique inclusif », a-t-il ajouté. 

http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=21546&Cr=Myanmar&Cr1=


Srebrenica survivors reject apology

PUBLICATION : Edmonton Journal 
DATE: 2010.04.01
Serbia's Srebrenica apology on Wednesday met with bitterness and cynicism in Bosnia where Muslim survivors of the massacre slammed Belgrade for dodging the term genocide and Bosnian Serbs felt betrayed. The Serbian parliament passed the resolution condemning the massacre in a move ending years of denial by Serbian politicians about the scale of the killings, but avoided the use of the term genocide to characterize the crimes. "The parliament of Serbia strongly condemns the crime committed against the Bosnian Muslim population of Srebrenica in July 1995, as determined by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruling," the text says. Survivors of the massacre said the text was meaningless as it failed to label the killings as a genocide. "This resolution means nothing to us and we will not accept it. We will hail a resolution ... that mentions the term genocide," Sabra Kolenovic of the survivors group "Mothers of Srebrenica," told AFP. She dismissed Belgrade's move as a "political game". Some 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were killed by Bosnian Serb forces after they captured the eastern town on July 11, 1995. The worst single atrocity in Europe since World War II was deemed to constitute a genocide by two international courts. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/04/all201045752716273_6.htm


Somalie: Les États-Unis n'ont aucun désir d'« américaniser » le processus de paix

PUBLICATION : AllAfrica.com 
DATE: 2010.03.12
Alors que certains articles de presse rapportent qu'une offensive a été lancée par le gouvernement fédéral de transition (TFG) contre les militants d'Al-Shabab à Mogadiscio, le plus haut responsable du département d'État pour l'Afrique, M. Johnnie Carson, affirme que toute opération militaire en Somalie est de la responsabilité du TFG et que la politique des États-Unis à l'égard de ce pays déchiré par la guerre est axée sur le soutien au processus de paix. Secrétaire d'État adjoint aux affaires africaines, M. Carson a déclaré à la presse à Washington, le 12 mars, que les accusations de certains médias selon lesquelles des conseillers militaires américains seraient en Somalie afin d'aider le TFG sont erronées. Ces allégations, a-t-il dit, « ne reflètent pas précisément notre politique ». « Nous avons apporté un appui militaire limité au gouvernement fédéral de transition » par l'intermédiaire de la Mission de l'Union africaine en Somalie (AMISOM), a indiqué M. Carson. « Nous avons facilité l'acquisition de matériels non meurtriers destinés aux gouvernements du Burundi et de l'Ouganda en particulier », ainsi qu'à Djibouti, allant d'équipement de communication et d'uniformes à des moyens de transport et d'appui aux fins de la formation de forces du TFG par des militaires ougandais.

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201003150343.html 


20-year mission is almost over

PUBLICATION : The London Free Press 

DATE: 2010.03.30
Almost 20 years after war broke out in the former Yugoslavia, Canada is pulling its last troops out of Bosnia-Herzegovina. The six Canadian Forces members, who have been based in Sarajevo as part of Task Force Balkans, are heading home as Operation BRONZE -- the last of many Canadian operations over the past 19 years in the area -- is set to close. The focus of Operation BRONZE, which started in 2004, was defence reform and the re-integration of veterans of the Balkan wars into civil society. Canadian Forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina were also helping the country join NATO's Partnership for Peace program. “This is a proud day for both Canada and Bosnia-Herzegovina," said Defence Minister Peter MacKay in a statement released Monday. "Over the last two decades, Canadians have worked with the government of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and our UN and NATO partners, to secure a brighter future for the people of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Canada and the CF can be proud of having helped make Bosnia-Herzegovina a safer and more stable place." Canadians first arrived in the Balkans when war broke out in 1991. Since then, more than 40,000 members of the Canadian Forces served in the region, according to the Department of Defence, and 23 were killed. The wars in the former Yugoslavia, sometimes called the Third Balkan War, was marked with brutal ethnic conflicts and genocide that resulted in many human rights atrocities.

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all201035725516360_29.htm


Une nouvelle " guerre du pétrole " menace le Nigeria 

PUBLICATION : LE MONDE
DATE: 2010.03.31
Une mise en garde, envoyée par messagerie électronique une trentaine de minutes plus tôt, avait averti que tout allait sauter dans le palais du gouvernorat local de l'Etat du Delta, dans le sud pétrolifère du Nigeria. A l'heure dite, une, puis deux déflagrations. Des blessés, la panique. A Warri, le 15 mars, le Mouvement d'émancipation du delta du Niger (MEND) a frappé le pouvoir du Nigeria. Une conférence de suivi de l'accord d'amnistie de juin 2009, dans le delta, en panne depuis la maladie du président Umaru Yar'Adua, devait se tenir dans les bureaux du gouverneur. Le chef de l'Etat a disparu depuis novembre, mais son état de santé, de source diplomatique, en avait fait un absent " depuis des mois ". Or, Umaru Yar'Adua avait tenté de mettre fin à la " guerre du pétrole ", déclenchée en 2008 par les groupes armés du delta afin de stopper cinquante ans d'exploitation du brut sans retombées pour les communautés locales. Pendant les neuf premiers mois de cette année-là, le Nigeria avait perdu 20 milliards de dollars (15 milliards d'euros) de recettes. Les morts dans le delta se comptaient par centaines. Les rebelles étaient en train de gagner la " guerre économique ". Dans ces conditions, le dispositif de la Force armée conjointe (JTF) avait été renforcé, une offensive ayant été menée en mai 2009 contre les camps des miliciens, tandis qu'un processus d'amnistie était mis sur pied, menant à un cessez-le-feu à l'été 2009. C'est alors que s'est dégradée la santé du président Yar'Adua, le "président fantôme".  
http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/parl/articles/restricted/2010/03/par20103319691314_892.htm


Students rally to banish hate and embrace diversity

PUBLICATION : WATERLOO REGION RECORD
DATE: 2010.03.27
Hate is dangerous, prejudice is destructive and it's these actions that lead to the genocide of a people, Barbara Pressman told more than 300 students gathered at Kitchener City Hall Friday. "Imagine when one group wants to kill one group because of their colour, religion, or sexual orientation,'' said Pressman, longtime president of the Waterloo Region Holocaust Education Committee. "That's what genocide is ... when one group wants to kill another group that is different from theirs,'' she said. Pressman reminded students gathered to commemorate the UN International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination at the city rotunda that as a society we must remember the past so we can ensure it's not repeated. But history has shown that murder of a people continues, she said, naming other groups that have faced genocide of their people. They include the death of one million Armenians in 1914, six million Jews during the Second World War, the Cambodian people in the 1970s, Muslims in Bosnia and the mass killings of Rwanda's Tutsis and Hutu moderates in 1994. The day-long event is sponsored by Cross Cultures and the Social Planning Council of Kitchener-Waterloo/Community Information Centre of Waterloo Region. Pressman stressed that as individuals we should not rejoice in the suffering of a human being even if they were the oppressors. "I have never heard a (Holocaust) survivor talk about hatred of their captives because this would be a natural feeling,'' she said. Pressmen told the story of listening to a Holocaust survivor tell her story in which she lost her entire family in a concentration camp at the hands of the Nazis. 

http://www.infomedia.gc.ca/allcontent/articles/unrestricted/2010/03/all20103563233482_28.htm


Rebuilding Lives after the War in Northern Uganda

PUBLICATION : ReliefWeb  

DATE: 2010.03.31
Action Against Hunger is helping restore stability to the lives of thousands of Ugandans returning to their communities for the first time in decades. After years of providing assistance in camps for people displaced by brutal conflict, our teams are following families back to their homes and helping them get back on their feet. Northern Uganda has been wracked by nearly 20 years of armed conflict that forced some two million people into squalid camps. Since the fragile peace process began in 2006, thousands of people have returned home but are struggling without the resources to rebuild their lives. Lack of clean water and sanitation infrastructure are major hurdles for communities trying to start over. Before families were driven from their homes, the village of Omerkol was a thriving community. Now, it's barely scraping by with just 200 people. One reason so few residents have returned is the lack of water, explained Awio Tom Richard, the village head. "The nearest [well] is about four miles away, which makes construction, farming and the rearing of animals very difficult, not to mention the lack of safe drinking water," he said. "The only time we have water nearby is during the rainy season when we collect it from puddles, but the water is not safe and a lot of people get sick." 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/NMUO-843RHB?OpenDocument 
